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0 wege preſented Your" Lordſvip with the 

| t Firſt Volume of this Book, and for the ſame | 


" Reaſon, I now preſent it again intire in.a/l 1 
- l Parts 10 Tou, becauſe it aas made for 4 
W 1-5, 1 bal] You, I mean for Gentlemen of your No- - ] 
RIES > SARS] ble Character; and becauſe, I believe, the 
"' as Ma 1 Peruſal of it cill both profit and delight © 
You e But more eſpecially, My Lord, I 
| make You a Preſent of it, to give Your Lord- 
— — fi an Aſſurance of the unfeigned Deſires I 
bave, that You ſbould be Good, as well as Great, and t ae there-  , 
„ie World, the Great Reſpest ** Tour Noble Family 740 1 
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"The DEDICATION. 


ch Tour ee fail to be the 2 4 Well at 
| ee * . if You take tþ 4 Book for your Compapion 
Kebius, ie Noble Aathor of it, for Four Guide. 

Lord, I had uhe Honour to e arguainted with. y Lori 


Lon Hrandſalber, an,] bad the Happiyeſs, awd Bleſſing, tb le brel 


up ing the. Family of Tour Great Grandfather af Immortal Memory, 

I mean in the moſt Famous Univerlity of Oxford, to which, after i 

long Night of lanorance, in Times which bis incomparable. Pen bath de. 

ſcribed, be'reflored True Learning and'Diſcipline; to tbe Great Benefit 

4 the Church, and Kingdom, and governed it, all the Time 2 
hihc be 


tber; and, my Lord, 1 verily believe, that of thoſe, who were-then 
Students in the Univerfity, there is not a Man of any Rank, e 


© Profeſſiow now living, abo doth nat reverence his «Memory; and wiſh al 
as 5 to bis "Noble" Family, and particularlyito Your Lor 
tear his 


A. - @ Þ * Ws ah 
ame, and who, we all hope, «vill follow his Great Example, 
and that of another in every Reſpect as Great, and Good, I mean the 


Example, of Your Heroick otber Great Gandfather, my Lord CA. 


PE L, of moſt Venerable, and Immortal Memory. 
To that End my Lond, this Book, mow gampleated by the Authat, 


comes 10 ait pon You inthe Tenth Edition; hieb I theftion t 


Your Lordſhip, #o Tet you underſtand, that it niuſt be a Book of more 
than Common Value <bhich in ſo Critical an Age; hath made its way 
ſo often in its ſeveral Pprts through the Morid <bithout any other Tefti- 
mony, or Commendation, but that of its own Intrinſick Worth, 
Wherefore, M Lord, F do not deſire, You to read it over, for that 
would be a Diſparagement to it, and all the Parts of it; I only deſire 
Your Lordſhip to taſte it, to read as ſmall à Part of it as You pleaſe, 
and ban to forbeag reading pe Whole Colletion, if You ran. I; dar 
ſay, My Lord, when You have begun, Tou chill no more be able not to 
go through the Whole, than if You cvere to read the beſt Dramatick 
Compoſure that ever was made, You could give off at. the Firſt Act, 
and not proceed to the End of the Fifth. Ii ts: not com hon Reaſon 
My Lord, that I Wken this Book to 2 Play; fer indeed it is @ ford 
Drama, written in Dialogue, without Numbers, in which, ſeveral 


Perſons, under feigned' Names, expreſs ſeveral Humours, and as it wer, 
act ſeveral Parts 5 and as in a True Play, in which the Poet deſtons 


to profit, as much as to pleaſe, and to crouch a-Noble Moral in the 
Plot, this Bright and Serious Dramatiſt in Proſe, the Wiſe Euſebius, 
whoſe Piety in bis Book is equal to his Wit, deſigus through the. Molt 
of it to render Virtue amiable, and venerable, and moſt becoming the 
Profeſſion, and Practice of Gentlemen, and io repreſent Vice in its 
Natural Features, as. bateful and ridiculous; and moſt diſhonowrable 
and reproachful to Gentlemen of all Ranks, deſcribing all along the Var 


nities, and Follies, and Madneſs of the Morli, and diſcovering the fiw 
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The DE DIC AT ION. 


- 


ul Arts and Snares, and Temptations of it in ſuch a delightful and 
nion, ¶ onvincing manner, that it muſt be ſaid of every one,” who can fur A- 


rn A 
poftate From Virtue, after reading this maſt Excellent Voluſſef cha: 
bis Deſtruction is of þimfelf. : * * 54 ** nd 7 

Lord, it is now fome time ſince Your Lordſhip: advfd 
ihe Stage of the World, and, give me leave to ſay again thatthe Eyes 


\ 


of God, and all Good\ Men wuill be upon You, t0 obſerve Bo Joni! 
act Your Part, and whether You'll follow the Inſtrattiont which be- 


nourable Euſebius gives in the Firſt Patt ro Neander, andin the 
reft to Theomachùs; or whether forgetting the Honour both af Wir 


of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Indifferents and Debauchees among us, whoſe 
vile Manners and Conbbeſation, hs deſcribes in this Golden Book. My 
Lord, in ſuch an Age as this, You muſt prepare 

theſe Men, from which, by the Grace of God, II. . 
Lou have bitherto preſerved, and Itruſt, will k ö X 
ways preſerve Your ſelf, though they will be ſure to uſe all their Arts, 
particularly that moſt dangerous one of Flattery to ſeduce You, and to 
on to aſſail Your Vertue with all their Force and Skill. But God, if You 


more ſeek His Aſſiſtance, and Your own Chriftian Courage, and Reſolution, 


will ſecure Your | Lordſbip from them ; and that You may lige to be" 
Bright, Heroick, am Steady Example of Chriſtian Piety, ina ma 
Wicked | 

Prayer, My Lord, of 
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Natural and Spiritual! Birth, and the Sacred Obligation of Du, BU 
tiſmal Vow, You will let Your ſelf be carried off by the Great Number 


Your * Soul againſt the Temptations of WM. Ecclefiaſticus, "4 


and Degenerate Age, ſuall beithe conftart, and maſt hearty 


it will | 
gerd of Good News are ſeldom Unwelcome, .- =» | 
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SENTLEMEN. 


ROVIDENCE having put the following Dialo- 
gues into my Hands, I take the Boldneſs to offer 
them to the View of the Publick under your Protec - 
tion. Phey were only intended by the Author for 
the Private Inſtruction of a TeuNd NoBLEMAN; 
on whom they have wrought ſuch Admirable Effects, that 
it's Pity (methinks) to bury them in Privacy, and to conſine 
them 40 one Cloſer, The Author's Defign is Charitable (f 
atn ſure ;) but whether he has been Happy in Execution, 
wholly leave to your Judgments, He runs thruugh the Dy 
of a Gentleman, and of 'a Chriſtian ; he points at the Shorte 

Way to Greatreſs and Goodneſs, and furniſhes you with Mate- 
rials to live with Honoxr. in this. World, and in Glory in the 
next, 
Seen 


therefore this Treatiſe comes on ſo kind an Errand, 
preſume) meet with a Civil Reception 2 For Meſſen 


BY 
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ts The PuBLISHER' to the GE NT > 
But nothing has emboldened me ſo much to caſt theſe Pages 
at your Feet, as ſincere Tenderneſs for your Perſons. It's 
Wiſdom to have an Antidote at Hand, when we ſuſpect Poiſon; 
and Dangerous to viſit a Peft-Houſe without a Preſervative. A- 


las, Gentlemen, you ſuck in Poiſon; you live in Infection; 


Wealth, Grandeur and Example plot your Ruin, and Flattery 
diſguiſes the Danger 1 Lad Books are of the Cabal, they 
dart Poiſon to the Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes, 
and convey Death through Pleaſure. '' © © > 29704 


In St. Peter's Days the Devil made bis Round to ptey 4 


the Unwary, but now he has almoſt eaſed himſelf of that La- 
bour; he acts no mote in Perſon but by Deputy; he has 
commiſſion'd Poets to rhime you into Deſtruction, and fees 
Libertines to argue you inte Hell; and certainly he has had 
greater Succeſs againſt Mankind under the Shape of an Au- 
thor, than of a Lion; your Cloſets are ſtockt with defam- 
ing Lampoons, lewd Plays, and fcandalous Poems ; you read 
theſe Helliſh Papers with Pleaſure and Tranſport; they ſof- 


ten Nature, emaſculate the Mind, and by degrees metamor- 


phoſe the Reader into as errant a Beaſt as the Poet ; tlie Stile 
charms, the Expreflion is Juſcious, and the Contti vance no 
leſs inviting than the Subject. All theſe petty Artifices con» 
72 to enflame Senſe, to enliven Paſſion, and debauch the 
Will. | FO, eke 
Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe Defire, Care is ta- 
ken to ſet off Ladies with all the Allurements of Eaſineſs and 


Condeſcendency ; they are diſcarded not only of Medeſty, 


but of Shame; ſo that if the Originals reſemble the Copies, 
if the Sex be as ill prepared for Defence at home, as on the 
Stage, the Conqueſt will be made without the Expence of 
Artillery or Bombs. | +0637" en 
But this is not enough; the Poets take upon em the Office 
of Engineers too; they trace out the Approaches, point the 
Cannon, order the Attack, and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on. 
For why do they expoſe not only to the Eyes in the Play- 
Houſe, but in Print, paſt Brutalities, but to perſwade you to 
act them over again? And why do they enter upon Particulars, 
but to ſhew you the Method ? They ranſack Mulberry Gardens, 
Steþbens-Green, and other Publick Scenes of Debauchery, for the 
Subje& of your Entertainment ; their Plots and Counterplots 
are only 1ay'd to trapan Women, and gull Heireſſes; beſides, 
few Hcentious Intrigues miſcarry. ''Fhis'is a iy fe to 
the Audience and the Reader that Succeſs will certainly; wait 
upon their Attempts, and by Conſequence 'tis a ſtreiſg Pro- 
vocation to enter upon Action. e 199k 
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16. TR © 2 
The Postasnznx to the.GENTRY. 

And becauſe Nature has ſtamp d on the Face of Vice, De-! 
farmity and Horrour, theſe ungrateful Features are ſhaded IM Vi 
with charming Appellations ; the Sins lie out of Sight under {car 
2 Varniſh, and nothing i era the Pleaſure. For this De 
Reaſon the moſt overt Inclinations to Evil muſt be chriſten d, 

Billet doux ; Lerwdneſs muſt be ſtiled Gallantry, and the Stew 

Places of Diverſion, Why are Innocent Names put on Crimi Wtra 

nal Things, but to confound Notions ; but to gild over Dif: 
honeſty, (as Apothecaries do Pills) that it may go down with: 
out any Checks or Convulſions of Conſcience ? PR 
Seeing you thus cloſely; befieged on all Sides, and ſtandin 
on the Brink of Defirudtion ; and (what is worſe) void, o 
Fear, nay; lulled into a Mortal Lethargy, without any Ap- 
prehenfion of your Danger, - I haye brought theſe Dialogues 
to your Reſcue, and may afſure you with ſome Confidence, 
they'll prove moſt Uſeful and highly Beneficial, if you will Wes ' 
youchſafe to peruſe em with unprejudiced Minds and unby- 
aſd Affection. | | * 
They lay before your Eyes the moſt important Parts of your Wn 
Duty both ta God and Men; the Snares of the World, and {Wen 
Wiles of the Devil; the Cauſes of your Miſcarriage, and ſure W 
Methods either to prevent or retrieve them. And what can Weg 
you defire more, but a Sincere Reſolution to apply theſe Re- 
medies that are deſcrib'd ? ; T7 
I am ſenſihle we live in an Age devoted to Cenſure and 
Criticiſm, and therefore 1 have thought fit ta obviate an Ob. 
jection or Two.” Some may think the Authour treats Quality 
with too much Freedom, and Nobility with too little Re- Nis 
ſpect ; But, Gentlemen, pray remember, there is a great Dif- Wor 
ference between your Perſons and your Vices; theſe be Honours, 
not thoſe. ab 
It were ridiculous to compliment Criminals, or to reve- 

_ rence Felons on the Hurdle ; your Failures are brought upon Won 

the Scaffold, not for Triumph, but for Execution; to receive Nſuc 

Puniſhment, not Applauſe ; What Wonder then if he hand- Ibu 

les roughly thoſe Faults he condemns? If he tears off the Vi- Mty 
. ours that conceal a loathſome Deformity under a falſe but 

tempting Superficies ?. He has a mind to diſcountenance Ill, 
to withdraw you from the Embraces of theſe Treacherous 
Syrens, that enchant your Reaſon, and captivate your Aﬀec- 
tions in order to murder your Souls 3 that offer you Imagi- 
nary Pleaſures, to reward your Credulity with real Tormen ts. 
This is certainly a Charitable Deſign, but withal Impractica- 
8 unloly ae Vigo 5 * * e 1855 75 all their Tres 
ſons, Forgeries and Impoſtures rought to light, and proved 
NE ee tho Hay ee 4 Ff 
a \ : N 
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The PuBLISHER to 5d G E N T R Y.. 


5e. For, Gentlemen; (give me leave to freel — 
led Vice under the Mash of Pleaſure, almo to Downs ;* nothing 
der Ncan wean your Aﬀettions from its bewitching Charvig, but a 
his ¶ Demonſtration that — are moſt wretchedly impoſed upon. 

d,. Others may, percha ach take it ill, that this utbor ſports 

es Mſometimes upon 55 Serious a SubjeR, and. by Conſequence 
mi. tranſgreſſes the Rules of Decency, _* 8 99 

i But you muſt confider we live in ag Nob that ranks Sarious- 
neſs among the Vices, and Railery among the Vertues A » 
Gentlemen, the. _ Faculty takes place of the Reaſonable ; 


9 FRO \ a, 


ing W//6i/e and Rationale having changed Places fince Ariſtotle's Days; 3 
ofthe Prapriety has flop d into the Definition of Man, and ba- 
Ap-niſhed his moſt Eſſential Ingredient among the Accidents. Rea · 
uesſon without Force is out of D it muſt appear in a Sca- 
ce, NH amouche's Dreſs to obtain an Audience, and muſt bring Delight 
vill Was well as Inſtruction, to be welcome. 
by The Author condeſcends to your Weakneſs ; and ſurely 
ou will not erregt his . nor burleſque his ac. | 
our ment, for 1 2 ying Deference to ty : Beſides de 
ind Wenfible, 2 been laught into 1 and Reputati@, 
ure and Vertue into 4 Why therefore may not Vertue 
can Wregain its Poſt by the ſame Method it loſt it? And why may 
Re- Inot the Gentry be ſported into their Duty, as they haye been 
_. rallied out of it? Some Poiſons call for Treacle, others for 2 
and Mbut that of the Tarantula muſt be fetch d out by 24 ck. A Peal 
0b- of Laughter enervates the Force of this Neapolitan Venom, and 
ity Wa Brace of Minutes expel it. Who 8 — urg 
Re- Wis of the ſame Nature? At leaſt deſperate Diſcaſes are 
Dit. Hor Experiments; and tho' no Remedy ſucceed, | ic . 2 aur 
Its, Paw to have ap plied' all. Ano a 
. I fling. 17 85 Treatiſe at your Feet, and if you will be 
ve- 7 d to fle it with Leiſure and Reflection, it may not 
)0N furniſh you with Inſtruction, but with Pleaſure ; hot 
ive fach; indeed, 2s courts Senſe, and gratifies the Beaſtial Part, 
nd- but ſuch as is proportioned to the Supream and an: F N 
yo ty, ſuch as feaſt 4 — and regales an gene. ($2 ee eee 
ut | * F ce 
Ill, "Doo e Humble Servant, 
ous , | N Ane 9 ; 
ec: WE a OL 1 v. D. 
gi- 2290 | 
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I K me LeeoniDear Reader, to "a ME in the fallwin 
Conferences with a Character of the Author. He is Dead, 
aud by Conſequence- out of the Reach of Vanity; And as the 
Kegularity of bis Life gives no bold to Satyr, ſo the Excel. 
Tency of 2 Veriues raiſe bim above Hager. Many Res- 
. Fun ge, me 10 conceal his Name ; bat more to publ; iſÞ bis R 


Example bas ſtrange ee, -3 tbe Way to Vertue by Precepts (a: MP! 

zbe Philoſopher notes) in long, but by Example ſboxt. and eaſie : Like 
tbe Laconick Dialect, it; expreſſes much in a little, and drives Argu- Yo 
ments more home than Logick er Rhetorick. Seeing therefore, Gen- 
tlemen have continually before their Eyes ſo many Statues of Vice i in a 
Poſtures, it's time to preſent them with one of Veriue, that they may 13 a 
60nvined,. Piety is within their Reach, as well as within their Obli- 
gation ; and that they may live within the Circle of their Duty, without 
fiepping ont of the World, or debarring themſelves the Freedom of So- P 
ciety and Converſation. 
And, indeed, the Life of this Gentleman is a plain and ſtanding E- of 
videnes, tba Men transform Palaces into Places 71 eee, 7 a 
Palaces Men into Debauchees ; and that Courts would be Innocent, T. 
Couriers could reſolve to remain ſo, on 
Euſebius il *# 


* 
"The FREFLOE 


"Faſebius was of a Family as Ancient as the Conqueſt ; and, ak 

particular, in all the Civil Wars and Revolutions of Stats, hls Ance- 

ors were wb Happy, as to ftand by their Prince „ of Faction and 

ntereſt ; nor could they ever be prevailed upon to part with sbeir Loy- 

1% „ 2 Proſpect of Prefer ment. They thoſe rather to fall in the 

Defence of Fuſtice,' than to Triumph with proſperous Uſurpers. ' 
Euſebius had the good Fortune to be born of a Mother, whoſe. wil. 

dom vied with ber Piety, and both indeed dere extraordinary.” Sb 

rained him up from the Cradle in tbe Duties of a Chriſtian ; nu, 
may ſay, be both loved God, and feaved him, 5 foon as be wa able 


o frame a right Notion of bis Perfection : And theſe firſt Impreſſions 
unk ſo deep, that LF Age nor EAT ET” werd ae bo Wea them 


— 
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He was ſent to the Univerſity andevithe o of . 4 prudent” G- 
ernour, who endeavoured by Precept and Example to ee. in bim 
phoſe Seeds ef Vertue bis Mother had ſowved fo early. He applied bim. 
lf to Philoſophy with Eagerneſs and Appetite, and made a Progreſs 
anſwerable to his piercing Mit and aſſiduous Application, yet be _ - 
ookt on Learning as the Acceflory, and Piety as the Principal: 
That (beſaid) was 4 meer Embelliſhment, this an Indiſpe dle 
Duty : So that in Reality this was bis Buſineſs, that bis Dives ſion. 
Yet he was none of thoſe Plodders, bo ſeem to disband from Com- 
y, and to ſorſwear Converſation; who' place Vertue in Sonrneſt, 
ving and confound Piety auth Spleen. No: ; be was free, eafie and chear- 
e, and never refuſed to partake of thoſe Sports that recreate the Mind; 
the aha eaſe the Body, without prejudice to Conſcience. To pawn; Inno- 
cel Ncence for Pleaſure, (/aid le) is to over-rate the one, and to uns 
7e. dervalue the other. To laug A wn we ſin, is (in ſome ſort) 
ne to renew the 9 Cruel of Nerv, who play'd while 
Rome burned ; or the fooliſh * fomerity of this Indian Philoſo+ 
(a: Pher, who ſung on:the Funeral Pile,' - \ Jer? 
ike Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduct was gazed at, in 4 Plate, maid 
your Youth-gives more time io tbe Practice of 'Epicurus's Morals, #has to 
zen- (be Study of Ariſtotle's Philoſophy ;* or wheve" at leaft Learning # 
Al nore a· la- mode thaw Piety; but this Aumiraion ſoon paſi d into E. 
em; and be, who. at firft Was look” d on as 4 Monſter, in Proceſs of 
bli- Time 4 was ftiled an Angel. | 
a He left the Uni verſity to viſt the Camp) and wade ſeveral Cami» 
8o-paigns under N. N. Neither Intereſt nor Ambition called bim inis 
be Field; the only Aim of his Reſolution was to' learn the Myſteries 
g-: War, thas be might be one Day in 4 Capacity to ee bis dne 
not with Honour, and bis Country with' Succeſs. 5 | 
7 Piety ſeldom follows an Army. Soldiers ſeem to leuve Conſcience | 
in their Winter- Quarters, as well as Religion, that they may in with- 
us % Check, and be Damned Hithout Apprebenſion, ang 15 
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Offence ; to 


That is 


God: Alas, Sir, 
to. diſpoſe of it 


enervatesthe 


Danger in Sin. 


dare venture m 


Soul in a Bad 


9 . 


kill a Man's Reputation. 
One Day an Officer toſd bim, 


much. A Man muft 
Euſebius proved bey 


tbe Laſt out of it; 


"3% 


prove this ill Husbandry. Our Care (ſaid be) muſt riſe with the 
Danger; and ſeeing we are not aſſured of an Hour, it's Mad: 
neſs to neglect our Soul one. Moment. I ſuppoſe, (continued 
be to 4 Friend) when we put on a Red Coat, we put not off 
Chriſtianity, nor receive a Commiſſion from God to live at 
Pleaſure, when we enter into the Service of our Prince: No, 
no; let us die like Men, but live like Chriſtians; this is the 
only way to leave an Honourable Memory in this World, and 
to ind a Glorious Reception in the neekkkt. 
Hi Life in the Camp was anſwerable to bis Principles, be prayed ha 
an Hour on his Knees Morning and Evening, and never omitted to be 
preſent at Publick Prayers, when be was not on Duty; be would neva 
ſuffer either Profane or Obſcene Diſcourſe. For (ſaid be) it's hard to 
hear without Sin thaſe Things that cannot be ſpoke without 
rmit Crimes 1s to abett them. 
not excuſe an Qthcer's Fault, he always leſſen d it, and ſpoke ill of na 
Body but himſelf. He compared Detradt 
who attack People behind; and ſtab Bodies at unawares, whilſt thoſe 
War called for Courage, not-Ver- 
tue ; that Reſolution carried the Day, not Conſcience. 
8 ze) Ambition challenges the Time of War, 


E the Time of Peace, and Sin every Moment of your 
ife; but then Who will claim the Moment of your Death! 


When be could 


ors to your Italian Bravyoes, 


U neither have the Time nor the Thought 


ou 
ſo ad vantageouſl 
all er die in it. 


Yo 


as you live in Sin, ſo i 
u are miſtaken, Sir; Sin 


d. not Piety ; and could we read the Thoughts 


* 
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_ of our Soldiers, we ſhould find too little Conſcience drove 
mere of them out of the Field at the Battle of N—. than too 
be either'an Atheiſt, or Mad, to front 


| Demonſtration, that Vertue is no Enemy t0 
Valour ; be breathed nothing but Sieges, Battles and Expeditions; 
be quent to Combats with as compoſed a Coumenance, as others march 
to Triumpbi; and, like Hannibal, was the Firft-in the Field, and 
be generally ask'd the 1 
ſought Perils, as if be had a mind to fall, yet he always came off witb 
Safety and Applauſe ; Providence ſeemed to have made bim Proof ar 
gainft Ball and Sword, and his Vertue armed bim againſt Fear. 
Being challenged once t0.a Duel, (be an ſwer d coldly,) Sin, though 
I fear not your Sword, I tremble. at my Maker's An 


dangerous Poſt, and 


ger; I 


Life in a Good Cauſe, but cannot hazard my 
ne. I'll charge up 


but want Courage to ſtorm Hell. 


to the Cannon's Mouth, 


And when 4 Friend told * 


2 
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mf either F 5570 or forfeit his Honour. Tou are item 

en Euſebius) L' gain Honour by my Diſgrace, and NN 
e World lam no Coward; by daring Cenſure and Obloquy. 
le is Couragious and Brave, who ftands up for Conſcience 
painſt'the falſe; but prevailin Masims of Cuſtom and Opi- 


inary Imputation, ib a Real Euſebius retimned fiom 
be Army with Glory, and brought of bis Picks, in Triumph. N was" 
ceived by his Mafter with open Arms, and advanc'd to an Homous 4+: 


e Subje& the Glory of doing well. „ A Da 


to N. ul not endure #0 Lee Attendants with fair Promiſeilinnd 
out e to reward their Expectution with Diſappoimment. His Imemions 
ou e 25 ſincere as bit Words, and be never promiſed a Favour, bin be 
emed it; He could not endure to tantalite Pretendants with gay- 
desen, and in the End diſmiſs them with an Airy Complement, This 
boſe ( /aid be) to ſpend their Time, and drain. their Purſe, with' 


- nificant Wiiting; to tempt their Patience, and! in the End 
raw them to be your Enemies. 

"Eu ſebius found at laſt, that Innocence is not en; the Reach of. En 
y, and that in Courts Vertue is often puniſb d, and Vice rewarded. 
Club of Courtiers caball d againſt him, dud perſewaded the Prince 
o diſcard him. He bore this Diſerace with- an Evenneſs of Temper, 
bat ſurprized his Enemies, and hike the Sun in an Eclipſe, all gazed on 
im with Admiration. Though he was overpowered, be could not be o- 
ercome. He looked brighter under a Cloud, than in the full Meridian 
f his Grandeur, ani all concluded he waz no leſs i in A e 
he had been in the Higheſt Splendour of Glory. 

A Friend tempted him to ſtrike in with a Faction againſt his Princes, 3 
but he received the Propoſition with Indignation and Horrour. No, 


Great with a Crime: Duty call'd me to my Mafter's Service, 
ws; Wot Intereſt ; and PII rather pawn my Life, than forfeit my 
"> WL oyalty; my High Pretenſions lie in the other World, not 
and Win this; my Prince raiſed me to a Conſiderable Fortune, now 
Ihe thinks fit to diſcharge me,  ['Il thank him for the Favour, 
uh and not repine at his Juſtice. I accepted the Station at his 


Command with Gratitude, and I quit it with Reſignation. 
be He avas received again into Favour ; yet this unexpected Turn wrought 
gh Wo Alteration in his Humour; be roſe with the ſame Unconcernedneſs 


G I W-e fell; be quas above the Gr of Proſperity, and Proof againſt the 
ny Lo ke of Adverſity; neither Good Fortune puſt him up, nor Bad de- 
the Nee bim; be never thought of revenging thoſe Aﬀronts he had receiv- 
im ed from bis Rivals, but uſed his Power with Moderation, and returned 
be Civiliiy for Unkindneſs, He 


Jon, not he, who betrays his ow and dreads more in Ima- 


e Poſt, He labour for bis Benefactor i Intereſt, not bis own ; A 
dl to ſay, The Prince-ſhould always carry off the Profit, und 
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aid be) IJ had rather be Wretched without a Fault, than 
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| The P R E F A C. E. | | be, 
Ae retired at the Revolution from Buſineſs; and gave himſelf, ub 
17% the Practice of Vertue ; be c advanc d in Tears, and reſolved 
devote the Remainder of his Days to Eternity, I may die ſoon /(ſai 
be). but cannot live long ; * therefore to manag 
every Moment as the Laſt, becauſe it may be ſo. | He diſchan 
ed bit Debts immediately; ſayingy, This was too, prefiing and tv 
im portant a Buſineſs, to be truſted to an Hour's Integgity 
that many ſuffer in the next World for a Succeſſor's Negled 
Ons that lived ſo cbell, could not die ill; for every Man's Death | 
4 Copy, of his Life, and exa#ly reſembles ths Original. In his laſt Sid 
meſs be ſbecved all the Bravery'of a Soldier, and all the Piety of 
Chriſtians be bore. the. Dolours of his Diftemper, not only avith Þ, 
tience, but Tranſport, and look d Death in the Face with the ſame U 
dauntedneſs be often bebeld the Enemy in Battel. Sir, (ſaid be to hi 
Nephew. ftanding) remember you are born to the ſame Fate 
o may read your, Deſtiny, in mine; you will once be in th 
Haw Gee len you ſee me; you know not when yo 
muſt take the laſt Farewel of Life; Death ſteals upon us [ 
2 Thief, and ſtrikes without Noiſe, without Warning: Ses 
ing therefore, you are never ſecure, be ö lean 
nothing to Chance or Hazard; a Surprize is poſſible, - and 
(What is worſe). irreparable. Never pretend to ſhew yo 
Wie by diſputing Principles, nor think you own your Reaſa 
moſt, when you leaſt own your Faith. This is to place Wi 
in, Folly; and Reaſon. in * Practice Vertue, this 
vqout only Buſineſs, it will make you content in this World 
and open a fair Proſpect of Felicity to the next. 1 
His Words ſeem'd tipt with Fire, they pierced the Hearts of all tha 
ere preſent, and warmed their Affections; whilſt all mourned, he a 

| fon was Joyful. | In fine, . recommending his Soul to the Mercy a of big 
- Redeemer, he gently expired, leaving behind a Pattern for Gentleme 
Imitation. - Thus died Euſebius, a Scholar, Soldier, and Cot 


AN 


tier, and in all theſe States a Saint. Abd 
+. Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, they may be Great an 
Good ; and that they may diſcharge tbemſelyes with Glory of all th 
Offices of Society, avitbout betraying the Duty of a Chriſtian. 
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DIALOGUE. I. 


ANDER 4 Young Gentleman deſires EustB1vs to infiru# him in 


the Duty of a GENTLEMAN. 3 iy | 4 


Elcome, Dear Neander: What fair 
Wind has blown me the Favour of 1 
(. early a Viſit ? This is extraordi- 4 
nay 4 7  * 
Neander. Pray; Why ſo : m x 
Bufineſs has been up and abroad, . 
theſe two Hours; is it not high time . © NY 


. 7 
N Wr 
* 


ollow it? 
vſ. Ah! But our Town Sparks have ſomething of the Ow!, 
riſe at Night and lie down in the Morning, They ob- 
e a moſt exact Symmetry in Diſorder, and like Lobfters go 
kwards ; in a word, they turn Nature Topfie-turvie, or 
dit backwards ; It's Genteel and Modiſh to out- ſleep the 
and an Argument of Peaſantry to do like other Men. _- 
tan. I have left the College too lately to be acquainted _ 
h the Cuſtems of the Town: I have not open'd the Cere- Y 
el, nor peruſed the Ritual alamode : Yet NaN 
Night into Day is an odd Metamorphoſis : Nature (ft 3 * 
Wer intended Eyes for Darkneſs : Gloeworms indeed are ob» ' 
d to Night, it ſets em off, and makes their faint Lufire _ 
8 W FE ſparkle 
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22 they chace every Butterfly, and run on the Spur to ths 
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s. The GENTLEM AN INSTRUCTED. : 


ſparkle with more Eclat. But why Men ſhould dote on Sh 
* and range in Obſcurity, I can't divine, unleſs they lor 
to duel with Poſts, and try a Rubber at Loggerheads in ſhoy 
it's a Battiſh Humour, and jars with my Conſtitution, 
Euſeb. For all that, you muſt take up with Night; and beg 


"concil'd to Darkneſs, if you intend to ſtand fair with our oz 


Town Sparks; they are of the Family of Megara, true 80 
of Night and Erebus. Light ſtri kes too hard on their Eyes, 
dazles em like Opium : It even works on the Brain and ty 
fies; but then, towards the Evening they return to the: 
ſelves, and adjourn to the Tavern, and from thence a] 
out upon the Watch, and manfully ftorm Glaſs- windoy 
In fine, Their Buſineſs and Reaſon ſleep in the Day, and ri 
when Wiſe Men go to Bed. | 

Now I ſuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confraterni 
you'll not want moſt kind Invitations : Theſe Blades lie 
the Catch; and place Centinels on Oxford Road to give Not 
when a Prize draws near; that is, when a Gentleman lea 
the 8 ; and then they fly to the Innocent Youth li 
Eagles to the Quarry ; they proffer their Service, admire! 
Parts, Compliment him into Snares, Wheedle him into [ 
bauchery, empty his Pockets, wound his Soul, and Stab 
Reputation; and when they have Martyr'd his Innocent 
and Imbezzeled his Eſtate, kick him out of their Compan 


and fo exit the Young Squire. 


Nean. A Man (I ſee) muſt carry his Wits about him at 
don; he muſt ſtand on his Guard to prevent a Surprize, a 
ſuſpect Friends, not to be over-reach'd by Enemies. Li 
the Lion, he muſt ſleep with his Eyes open: Well; a.dang 
foreſeen is half avoided. Euſebius, I have been diſorder'd fin 
my arrival, and thought laſt Night more Hours, than I 1: 

inutes. | 


Euſeb. What! are you ſmitten ſo ſoon ? Some Fem 
Beauty has (I ſuppoſe) ſtorm'd your Heart, and Good-nati 
has beat the Chamade, The Articles are (no doubt) drawn 
and Signed; unleſs 5 you reſolve to ſurrender at 


cretion: But in good earneſt, ' has Liberty given you a 
feit? Has Freedom gall'd you? Will you try how neat 


| You can dance in Fetters, and caper in Trammels? This! 


mple of Univerſity Breeding ; your Collegians are a pi 
of AWkard Animals, full of Wir, but without Judgment 
manage it; one would think they ſtudied not to grow Wil 
but Fools ; to loſe their Reaſon, or to forget the uſe of 
They no ſooner enter into the World, but like Child 


Ru 


* 
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zuin. Ab; Dear Neander I take Care; a 3 

akes way for a long Repentance; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of 
ove, time will quickly fan 'em into a Flame; a green Wound 
eaſily healed, but a feſtered one ends in a Gangreen. 


am not Heart-Sick, but Town-Sick. - >. = | | 
Euſeb. Town-Sick ! This is, without peradventure, an Out- 
ndiſh Diſtemper; there is not one Recepe for it in our London 
iſpenſatory: However, the Diſeaſe is not „ n. for, 1 
no mention of it in our Weekly Bills of Mortality; in 
hat Mould, for God's Sake, were you caſt ? Surely you are 
ſome more Refined, more Celeſtial 'Temper, than other 
entlemen, without Senſe, without Paſſion, in Fre, all An- 
l; all Seraphin. ; 7. 
Nean. Not ſo neither. 
Euſeb. What then? 


2aſon, nor quit the Privilege of Nature; I would not throw 
my Claim to Heaven fer any Earthly Pretenſion: In ine, 
have no Inclination to go to Graſs with Nebuchadonozor ; nor 
lie in the ſame Bed with Brutes. I am a Man by Natureg 
d a Chriſtian by Grace, and would —_ debar my Rea- 
. nor throw a Scandal upon my Profeſſion : In a Word, 
ſave my Soul. 8 ; | 
Euſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee ; I was juſt lighting 2 
ndle, - Diogenes did at Athens) to find a Man in London. I 
dught Piety had taken leave of our Nation, and that Chri- 
nity had flown over to the Continent ; but, God be 
nk'd, we have left among us one Man, and one Chriſtian 

hat the whole Species is not extinct. We live in a ma 

prld, without Method, without Order; we ſeem to pla 

-y Queftiens : Virtue and Vice have changed Places, a9 
oft Names, and even Wit is confounded with Folly ; 
aſon conſiſts no more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of-m. 


arities have (more than once) moved me to ſuſpect, that 
moſt Wiſe, and Thinking part of Mankind is coop'd-up 


oaches. 


ach, and his Soul too; another drowns his Reaſon in Cla- 


Nean. Under Favour, you run riot on a falſe Conjecture. 


an. Why Sir? I ama Man, ſubject to all the Infirmities 
Human Nature; but I would not willingly ſurrender my - 


ntlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, and draw Fame 
m Impiety ; the whole Buſineſs of Chriſtians lies in con- 
ng their Belief by their Practice: Theſe monſtrous Irre- 
Bedlam, whilſt Mad-men and Fools range about the Town 


This Man whines'away at a Strumpet's Feet, bis Eftate, his 


and Canary; he plays the Brute all the Week, and riſes a 85 
8 EE - Si Man 
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Man on — Morning: A third delivers bimſelf up to þ 


Palate, and condemns his: Wit to drudge for his Gluttom 
he judges of Meats by the Price, not by the Taſte; and thoW(s 
only regale his Appetite that drain his Purſe ; his ſtudy is to 
Oe Hunger, not to lay it, and ſeldom riſes from ii 
able, *till a Surfeit forces him to call for a Baſon. om 
A Fourth has perchance received the Lye, and in a Huff bai tc 
out for Satisfaction, i. e. a Stab; the Stage is prepared, o 
up the He#ors jump with drawn Swords, (like the Roman & Mau 
ves) to = Diverſion to the SpeCtators : If this be not Folien 
and Madneſs without Mask or Diſguiſe, pray give me that 
Definition; it's hard to determine whether this Conduct cl 
a fitter Object for Heraclitus's Tears, or Democritus's Laughte er 
it's a Compound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Foliay 
runs throughout the whole Maſs. _. Ss © 
Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and is juſt regardpec 
as wars Methinks our Fry Fra: ee ſomething of E. 
y_ for we adore God (as the Heathens did Hercules) wil t! 
howers of Stones and Brickbats, (Viz.) of Oaths and BlWith 
hemies ; this is the only Homage we think fit to pay Move 
laker ; and indeed it is a kind of Recognizance ; and is ge 
far commendable, as it puts us in Mind there is ſuch a thiſſhro1 
to believe in, and to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Mer 
why we ſhould be ſo ſparing of our Prayers is a hard QueſtioWem 
Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Supplian Be 
below an Ergliſþ Courage; befides, it's an uneafie FiguWay 
and argues much Want or great Covetouſneſs, two heavy lf C 
putations for a Gentleman; moreover, Kneeling is a Mice, 
of Subjection and Baſeneſs ; for I was once told that a r 
man on his Legs was taller and greater than a Prince on lor 
Knees : This is a rough Draught of our Town Wit and len 
ligion, without one daſh of Satyr, or Hyperbole : They A 
both at a low Ebb, and God knows when the Tide V. 
turn, Neander, ſtand on your Guard, and look to your Mint 
ſcience, as well as to your Purſe ; for I aſſure you, the oneWoſc 
in leſs Danger than the other; unleſs you carry a watchful Han 
over your Thoughts and Actions, you will fall into Sill 
that are laid to entrap Innocence. | P 
Nen. However, Surely God has not tied up our Duty ici 
Impoſſibilites; he tells us, his Yoke is eaſie, and his Burt ba 
light; and then aſſures us by the Mouth of his Apoſtle, in 
our Power is always equal at leaſt to the Temptation; ey 
may therefore diſcharge our ſelves of all the Offices of g 
na Converſation, without overlooking the Duty of 2a C a 


ſtian; for certainly God never framed our Tongue for her 
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nce, nor our Reaſon for Solitude; we may handle em both 
ght, as well as «wrong, and/employ em to a good Uſe, no 
ſs than to an ill one, 
ito Egypt, and of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebais, nor 


I hope 


there is no neceſlity of ſailing 


running into a Convent, or of receiving Holy Orders at 


ome ; for though /theſe Good Fathers may walk pretty ſecure- 


to Heaven, yet I underſtand they make the Voyage alone: 


ſow I feel no Charms in Celibacy; and beſides, they are by 


aw' difleized not only of their Birthright, but even of the 
enefit of the Qlergy ; ſo that. they can claim no Liberty but 
at of the Priſon, no Property but the Gallows, I have no 
clination te fling up my Eſtate, and as little to lay it at the 
ercy of Greedy Favourites; nor to fly to Heaven by the 
ay of Tyburn.: I would not withdraw from Society, nor for- 
ear Company, nor (like old Timon) disband from my own. 
Decles, . 1 V9; S 7 
Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God condemns us, not, 28 Pharaob, 
the Drudgery of making Bricks without furniſhing us? 
ith Materials; he proportions his Grace to our Wants, and 


zver commands us to fight on ungqual Terms; the Advan-' 


ge lies on our fide, and if we give our Adverſary the higher 
round, our Defeat muſt lie at our on Door zwe may be; 
er· come, but can't be overpowered; our Cowardice gives 
emptation the Day, not our Weakneſss. 
Beſides, Virtue is not confin'd to Place or Condition; it 
ay be practiſed in Towns as well as in Deſarts; and no leſs 
Courtiers than Peaſants: nay wieinemeeng in a Pa- 
ce, like the Sun in the Meridian, with Pomp and Majeſty; 
r. what can even Fancy paint more Cbarming and more 
lorious than Grandees neither abject in Adverfity, nor in- 
lent in Proſperity ; than Courtiers peaceable in the noiſe. 
Affairs, Temperate in the midſt of. Exceſs, unchangeable 
Viciſſitudes, and conſtant in all the turns of Fortune; un- 
inted with Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling at all 
oſe things, that are neither expected or feared by others; 
an Men who have the Power to do what they will, and the 
ill to do nothing but what is juſt and reaſonable ? This is 
» Platonick but a Chriſtian Virtue; it is not only found in 
iction and Romance, but has been commended to Practice, 
has appeared more than once on our Horizon, = orted by 
ignity, and waited on by all the Magnificence of Power and 
oyalty: You may therefore hold your Eſtate without fling- 
ds up your Title to Heaven, = NR 
Nean, Indeed had Providence cut off my Claim. to Heaven, 
then it intruſted me with a Lordſbip, I ſhould have been no 
8 "D's Gainer 
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Gainer by the Bleſſing ; notwithſtanding though Virtue 
in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 1 all, without Qu 
ſtion, be miſerable : Let me thetefore deſire you to favai 
me with ſome Rules, by which I may ſhape my Courſe 
you have ſtemm'd the Tides of Youth, and beat back Tem 
tation with Courage and Succeſs ; thoſe Waves that ha 

aſs'd by you, ruſh on me; fo that the Danger is certain, m 

ſcape doubtful. I fling my ſelf into your Arms. I have 
leaſt learnt the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, viz. + To ſubmir | 
the Advice of thoſe, whom Age and Experience have fuffi 
ently inſtructed. ad an 

Euſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet I am not (God 
thank d) aſham'd to live, or afraid to die; I neither c 
temn Life, nor overvalue it; and therefore expect my gu 
eft with Patience, and will welcome my 3 I ha 
withdrawn from the Hurry and Tumult of Worldly Affai 
and now lead a Retired, but not an Ignoble Life: I gave n 
| laſt Farewel to the Court, not by Force, but Choice; ar 
indeed, it deſerves no Thought but of Contempt. I have 
ſted af Bad Fortune, and of Good; but never placed n 
Happineſs in the one, or my Miſery in the other; nor hay 
I entred into the World like à Mute, meerly to fill the Stage 
No, 1 once made no contemptible Figure by my Prince's B 
nevolence, and though in the Confuſion of the Government 
I fell from my Poſt, 1 carried off my Honeſty in Triumph, 2 
expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my Loyalty; yet, God be prais 
I am not brought to the Basket; though I had rather live 
Charity than Rapine; and wou'd ſooner earn my Bread | 
the Sweat of my Brow, than of my Conſcience.” In my R 
tirement, I have had occafion to ſtudy Things, and to refls0 
on Men, and have made Obſervations on both; ſo that 1 at 
not quite unprovided of 'thoſe Qualities the Office you im 
poſe upon me requires: P11 therefore take the Liberty tt 
counſel you 48 A Friend, not as a Maſter 3 let us retire inte 
my Cloſet. I By bo 
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EvsxB1vs inſfiru#s NEANDER In the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. Y OU muſt at two Parts; of a Gentleman, and 
of a Chriſtian : We'll diſcourſe' of the latter at 

our next Meeting, and at preſent only touch the —_ 
| entle- 
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The GENTLEMAN Insraveorsd. 7 
ntlemen keep up to their Character without the advanta- 
dus Helps of Precepts, or Education; you may read their 
th on their Faces ; their Gate and Mein tell their Quali- 
z they both Charm and Awe, and at the ſame time#aſh 
ve and Reverence; their Extraction glitters under all Diſ- 
ſes; it ſparkles in Sackcloth, and breaks through All the 
puds of Poverty and Misfortune ; there is a je n+ ſcay quoy 
their whole Demeanour, that tears off the Vizor, and dif- 
ers Nobility though it ſculks incognito; they are reſerved 
hout Pride, and-tamiliar without Meanneſs; '\thew.time 
ir Behaviour to Circumſtarices, and know when to ſtand 
Tip-toe, and when to ſtoop: In fire, their moſt Trivial 
tions are Great, and their Diſcourſe is Noble 

thers ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality one 
uld ſwear Nature intended to frame em for the Dru, and 
ance 2 'em into the World with an Eſcutcheoms BFhey 
all of a Piece, Clown without, and Coxcomb within nd 


"i like Foplingtons are graced with Titles to play the . 
16 (Wnt: Theſe of the firſt Claſe need no Precepts, and thoſe 
in che ſecond deſerve none; however, Counſel may beluſeful 
hau others; for Behaviour is acquired like other. Ats, Aby 

Mo Tos teen +202 Large 


id y and Application, 2 
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o begin the Part of a Gentleman, perſwade yourſelf, it's 


ior Duty and Intereſt to act it well; for whoſoever looks 
en eit as a matter of ſmall Concern will come off with Diſ 
deem; he will follow the Bent of Nature, and ſwim down 


> Stream of Inclination, rather than ſtrive againſt it; 
who will balk Humour, or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for 
thing? This I take to be the Reaſon, why ſo 2 in 
nverſation fall below their Station; they fanſie a Title 
ported with Means, places em in a' Region above the 
ceties of Breeding '; that a & gilds the moſt 'unbeſcem- 
Behaviour, and à Coronet digniſies Ruſticity; but this is 
Miſtake; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Crowd, ſo 
ey lie more open to View and Cenſure: For Actions are not 
ted by Men, but Men by Actions g and if theſe ſmell of the 
lown, or fute with the Peaſant; Right Worſvipful muſt be con- 
nt with thoſe Titles; for the Mob knows well enough, that 
entlemen can claim no Reſpect from Nature: they are all 
the ſame Matter, and the Soul of u Laxarus is of as refin- 
La Metal as that of Dive; and therefore, if they ſee no 
dvantage on Quality's fide, but a Coach and Six 3 they 
l be apt to think themſelves as Good Men as their Ma- 
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ully, you'll only labour to _ a good Subject, and whilſt 
ou vainly ſet off your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing 
hut Shame and Infamy. N. N. was an excellent Souldier, 
e feared nothing but Fear; he choſe always the Vary, and 
as often the firſt Man on the Breach; all admir'd his Cou- 
age and prais'd it; and even thoſe who diſapproved his 
onduct, did Juſtice to his Valour; but this Ga loſt 
t Table the Glory he had won in the Field, and talking a- 
ay in his Winter Quarters the Honour he had purchaſed 
e whole Campaign. I did this, ſaid he, at the Siege of R, 
nd this at the Battle of “; had I not ſeiſed on ſuch a Poſt 
t **, the Army had been in Danger. One would have 
ought all the Generals and Souldiers had been in Garriſon, 
d that N. N. with his ſmall Brigade alone, defeated the 
deſigns of the French. This overgrown. Vanity coſt him dear 3 
vr inſtead of gaining the Reputation of a General, he went 
ff with that of a Fop, and all concluded he was too ambitious 
f Praiſe to deſerve any. Your deep Rivers move with a filent 
yelty, ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and Tumult a- 
ong Pebles. The great Marſhal de Turenne never © of 
imſelf, but when forc'd, and even theny with Modeity : and 
ough the King was wholly indebted to the wiſe Conduct 
t this Gallant Man for many Victories, yet he never ſaid fo: 
o he wou'd lay Miſcarriages at his own Door, and Succeſs 
t that of his Officers and Souldiers; this made him appear 
reat even in his Overthrow, and generally his Moderation 
as more glorious to him than Victory. Imitate the Silence 
f this Hero, not the noifie Impertinence of Fools; carry off, 
he Satisfaction of great Actions, and let others go with the 
onour of praiſing em, and let People rather learn your 
Atchievements at the N than at your Table. 

e „ Str „ 2 nnr 
Avoid the modi ſh Rant of Oaths, and Imprecations : It's 
n ungenteel Dialect, as well as unchriſtian, and claſhes both 
vith the Rules of Breeding, and of the Goſpel. Cuſtom in- 
leed has made em Faſhionable, but neither Civil nor Lawful; 
or Vice can never plead Preſcription. I know it lies under 
he Protection of, Number and lity 3 but Ill things 
ave no right to Sanctuary: Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt 
hey be permitted to encreaſe ? Shall the Number of Felons 
plead for Pardon? No, no, the Cuſtomarineſs of Ul things 
makes em worſe 5 and the more they muſt be diſeountenan- 
2d, and taught Diſcipline. In a Word, whatever jars with 
Relipion, cuts upon good Breeding, is below 4 Gentle- 
man: And therefore in Spight of Example and Practice, 1 
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muſt caution you againſt ſome parts of Eugliſb Civility ; fi 
though they go for Conſent in the Engliſb Dominions, they 
not bear the JT eſts of ether Nations. . + 
For Example, Damn ye, ſays one, I am glad to ſee you e Is nt 
| this a quaint Salutation? Firſt to pack me away to Hell, at 
| then proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo conveniently lodg'd 
| What Proviſion will theſe Blades make for their Enemies, 
they place their Friends ſo untowardly ? Certainly, the 
fancy Hell is a fine Seat, and that the Damned are in a fa 
way of Promotion ? = | W "2 
Damn ye Dog, how doſt doe? Cries another: This feat Comp 
= ment implies Damnation and Transformation too; it's a Con 
| pound of Curſe and Raillery. I am plunged into Hell, daſh 
out of the Liſt of Rationals, and then with a Taunt aſk 
how I do. Why? A Man in Fire and Brimſtone is not: 
together at his Eaſe, and a reaſonable Creature curſt into 
Dog not very fond of the Metamorphoſis. | 
A third very genteelly accoſts a Friend he has not perchand 
. ſeen of a Twelve- month. Ye Son of a Whore, «where have yu de 
1 been? This is an Engliſh Addreſs to a Tittle: It is a kind of nl. 
A | Staple Commodity of the Nation, and like our Wool mull., 
not be tranſported under Pain of Confiſcation : But ſurely. -i 
we need not la y ſo ſevere an Embargo on The Ware, for it di 
ten to one twill never find Vent in any other Nation on thi. 
ſide of the Canaries ; a handful of Dirt well applied is as civil: 
a Compliment, though "9% ray ſo cleanly. Sn of « Mer 
There is abundance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, but not Man 
=_ of Breeding : Unleſs you meaſure * by the d 
ialect of a Billingſgate and the Bear- Garden. Certainly theſe ir 
Gentlemen are admirers of Charity ; why elſe-do they dig: Is 
niſie Whoredom ? For Whore ſtands for a Mark of Quality, 4 if 
diſtinguiſhing Character; otherwiſe the Salutation would Mg, 
appear courſe and homely ; but by their leave, few are in re. 
Love with Croſs-Bars;z and to be Brother to a By-blow, is to Hon 
be a Baſtard once removed. 1! 94 2 
I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſſions, and waſh o: Meet 
ver their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn ye (ſays one) Mr: 
and Sn of a Whore ſtand meerly for Cypbers, or only Gris to Mer 
enli ven a Period, and to make the ales more bluſtet : Weſ 
ing; I confeſs Whore and Damnation are near a kin, and often go 
together ; But for all that, the Sillineſs of the Excuſe can't e 
ſtifle the monſtrous Incivility of the Compliment ; for chough In 
it ſignifies nothing to him who receives it in good time, it Nu 
will ſigniſie much to him that ſpoke it: for though a Friend e 
may let ſuch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put em to 


| Account; 
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count; and mou they ſtand for Cyphers in England, they 
ay purchaſe eternal Torments in Hell. | | 
They are, ſays another, Marks of Engliſþ Familiarity, pure 
llies of Kindneſs and Demonſtrations of Friendſhip. No 
ubt, to deliver over to Satan an old Acquaintance, with- 
t asking his Conſent to the Conveyance, is Freedom with 
engeance ; but at which end of the Compliment is his 


Yndneſs? In ſhort, Neander, ſuch Expreſſions grate the Or- 
2 „and turn the very Faculty of Hearing into a Burthen ; 

vy are high Symptoms of a lewd Inclination, and of a de- 
92 aved Complectien; for when the Breath ſmells Rank, the 


pmach is infected. In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of 
vility, it's a Ruſtick Cam, an uncreditable Dialect; nor is 
2 whole Poſſe of Bullies able _ ennoble it, c 


When Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray keep your 
dmpliments to the Rules of Chriſtianity ; there is no Neceſ- 
y of laying Religion at the Door with your Golaſboes, nor 
denying God when you entertain her yr gy 8. For cer- 
nly Breeding is not incompatible with Religion, and a 
an may make an Addreſs alamode without apoſtatizing from 
riſtianity: Yet though the Worſhip of the Virgin Ma 
difallowed of, we may adore Ladies without the Breach 
2 Statute, and commit Idolatry not only without Reproof, 
t even without Sin: One ſwears, Heaven fits in ber Smiles, 
d Hell in her Frowns, A ſecond ſtiles ber Saint; tho“ per- 
ance her Ladyſhip is more ſtockt with Beauty than Piety, 
d her Face better provided with Grace, than her Soul: A 
ird enlarges her Perfe&ions ; he ranks her among the An- 
ls ; and to compleat the Folly with Blaſphemy, a fourth- © - 
es her: Thele Pagan Compliments are the Standard of 
ourtſhip, the Scale of Ceremony, and the Meaſure of good 
reeding. But after all, Practice can never blanch over the 
oulneſs of theſe daring Expreſſions; every Syllable breaths 
renzy and Blaſphemy ; nor is there any way to acquit 


eſe raving Platonicks of a Crime, but by _ ſing em 
©) Inreaſonable. A few Pimples handſomely ſprinkled would 
o ery. efficaciouſly diſlodge the Angel, as perchance her Lewd- 
et” ess has baniſh'd the Saint ; and a few ſmall Pox would 
bY equer her Divinity, and tumble the Goddeſs into a Mon- 


ter ; and then Hell might as well perch on her Smiles, as. 


b In her Frowns. But Rallery apart, tho we fling Impiety 
4 Nis of the Queſtion, ſuch Addreſſes are plain Satyr, and In- 
ale on the Sex: For they ſuppoſe n 


222ntly Proud, or ſuperlatively Silly; now the very Sup- 
| | | | poſition 


Smut and Rallery, enlivened always with Fooleries, and 
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tion is both ungenteel and ſcandalous. I am ſenſible 
eed the Sex is no Enemy to Hyperbole in Courtſnip; V 
men are more fond of thoſe Glaſſes that conceal Diſpropon 
ons, than of thoſe that repreſent 'em ; they can't wal diſti 
uiſh between Flattery and Merit, and as they eagerly defi 
thoſe Perfections that are proper to their Sex, ſo they exfi 
are perſwaded they poſſeſs em; for we ſoon believe, wh 
we earneſtly defire : 8o hence it is, that they take a pleafi 
Rallery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes a Lamps 
for a Panegyrick ; but then an ungrateful Truth puts em in 


T2 
us. * 
—— 


2 Ferment; it ruffles their good Humour, and ſours thellii 
Blood. Something therefore may be allowed to Cuſtom ar. 
their Conſtitution ; flatter their Ladyfbips into an even Te ler 
per, rather than reaſon 'em out of it, provided you ke an 
within a mean, and ſtep not beyond the Bounds of Decencyliy ar 
but to break into Flights of Impiety, into Raptures of B T 


phemy, is to play the Fool _— Atheiſt, 


"Gentlemen have ſo much time on their Hands that the 
know not how to ſpend it ; it's a Burthen and a Charge, a 
fo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it away than take Pai 
to improve it. I counſel you therefore to ſet afide ſon 
Hours for Reading; it's a handſome Diverſion, and convg 
Profit; through Pleaſure ; the Intelle& is a grateful. Soil 


but then like a Field requires manuring. By Reading yr 
join paſt Ages to the preſent, you travel into Aſia, Africa au m 
America without Expence, without Danger, nay, without wallWy ' 
ing out of your Cloſet. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupifſilli- 
than delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetit an 
they are often Brutal, and ſeldom Innocent; but thoſe of th - 


Underſtanding ſhine brighter, they are of a more refined M. 
tal, free from Droſs and void of Repentance ; they exten 
the Faculty, and render it more rational; they rather whe 
Defire than glut it, and ſcrew Man's topping Prerogative 
Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitch. A Gentleman er ſh'd witli 
I can never be at a loſs to ſet on Foot, and carry ol 
z handſome Converſation; he is always well ſtock d, and 
carries his Proviſions about him; whereas others are forc'd 
tb fetch Matter from the Kennel or the Stable, and too toe 
often from the Stews ; their Diſcourſe is a Compound & 


ſometimes ſeaſoned with Oaths and Blaſphemies: Nonſenls 
in ne, though not the moſt creditable, is the moſt innocel 
and leſs blamed Ingredient. Good God ! how often ha Hh 
loft Patience, and fretted away good Humour in the Com , 
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Gentlemen of fair Eſtates, and of noble Extraction; me- 
pught they had ſerv'd an Apprentice ſhip under Grooms or 
. ; they eternally grated my Ears with Hounds and 
arſes, and broke out into ſuch clamorous Tumults, as if 
ey had been drawing up the Grievances of the Nation, or 
lting the Prerogative ; yet after all, the Queſtion was on- 
whether Paß or Lightfoot got the better laſt Chace. Racing 
d Hunting are indeed laudable Recreations; and upon Oc- 
ons may be diſcours'd of ; but then, to harp perpetually 
on theſe Creatures, is an infallible Argument their Thoughts 
> Mean, and too weak wing'd to ſoar above the Beaſt. Some 
ars ago I took a Turn beyond the Seas, and made a con- 
Jerable Stay in thoſe Parts: At my Return, I gave a Viſit 
an old Acquaintance; a Man of Character, of Eſtate, of 
ancient Family, and Deputy-Lieutenant of a County; he was 
Table ; a Hawking bag hung on the left fide, and 2 
* guarded the right; his Hat, Coat and Wig were 
of a piece, more fit for a Scare-Crow than a Deputy; his 
emory was as ſhort as his Wigg ; for ſome Years Abſence 
d wiped out our Acquaintance ; he knew me not, and in- 
ed, I was no leſs puzzled to find my Friend under ſo ſlo- 
nly a Diſguiſe : However, at length we renewed our old 
decies, and then he very warmly embrac'd me with this 
ilutation ; Euſebius, by God, I am glad to ſee thee : I expected 
> would follow this quaint Compliment with an enquiry in- 
my Health, or ſatisfied his Curiofity with a Rehearſal of 
y Travels : that he would ask in what Poſture I left our 
llies; whether they made. Preparations for the Siege of 
amur, or Monſieur for that of Maftricht ; whether Prince Eu- 
ne enter'd Cremona with greater Glory, or left it with great- 
Infamy ; whether Fribergen did better to receive a Stab 
om Maboni, than Quarter; or whether this brave Baron 
ied like a Fool or a Hero : In fine, what advantage the Im- 
eraliſts got by the Victory at Luzzara, or whether the Profit 
ould balance the Expence of Powder and Shot, laid out in 
e Empire on the 'Thankſgiving-Day. | 
No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never travelled fo far ; he 
ad confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of his own 
ountry ; all the reſt of the World was Terra incognita to his 


lei 


nd then halled me up to the Stable, that I might pay my 
eſpect to Bobtail ; and in the way honoured mè with an ac- 
urate Account of his Poultry, Oh! ſaid 1 to my ſelf, had. 


is Underſtanding, and let a Field or two lie Fallow, he m 


orſvip > He fell immediately upon the Excellency of Tobacco; 


his Lieutenant hunted leſs, and read more ; had he cultivated. 


ght, 


1 
have 


- 


| 


\ 
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ali y Subject, and ſeldom wears off : Why then ſhall a Perſon 


t of encroaching Animals : give an Inch, they'll take an 
I, and repay your Familiarity with Contempt and Out- 


ow your Station, nor ſet them on equal Ground; if once 


aſters ; for they want Prudence to manage a Familiarity, 
not impudence to abuſe it : But take care not to Brow- 

it em, nor pretend to por 'em under too ſevere Diſci- 

ne ; for the moſt deſpicable and cowardly Creatures, if 

c'd, will turn and fly in 88 

8ome Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and nice, that they look 


k on their Accounts, though their Eſtate lies in an Agony; 
if there were no Difference between Prudence and Trading. 
t certainly, Wiſdom jars not with Quality ; and I hope, 
> may be a good Husband without turning Clown: It's 
Branch of a Gentleman's Prerogative to be bubbled out 


leaſt to provide againſt Fraud and Circumvention ? Pro- 


ty: To truſt a Steward too much, is to expoſe his Virtue. 
dneſty. is not always Proof againſt Temptation; Men often 
eat without Scruple, when they can do it without Fear. 
member, that Nobility ſtript of Means, makes no genteel 
pure ; it can't ſtand without golden Supporters: Model 
zrefore your Expences by your Income, and reflect you 
ſſeſs Lands, not Mines; two thouſand expended and one 


W& wiſe live on the Crop, not on the Land; convey not 2 

rd hip to London in a Bin of Exchange, nor carry Acres in 
Wur Pocket; they thrive well in Country Air, but fall into 
dnſumptions = Hecticks at Mbite-Hall and Groomporters, 
d ſoon expire; and then you muſt run upon the Common, 
live on Chariiy or Courtefie ; or Chamelear-like, on the 
r, unleſs you had rather turn Kaight Errant on the King's 
igh-way, or take up your Quarters at Hbarn. Believe me, 
zander, Poverty is unfaſhionable in our Days, and Depen- 
nce uneaſie; take care therefore of the main Chance, lay 
a Reſerve * Age and Accidents: A new Lordſhip does 
t (like a Phenix) jump out of the Aſhes of the old: Ive 
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Honour forfeit his Patent without Treaſon ? Clowns are a 


e : If you intend to oblige em to a Diſtance, ſtoop not 


make em Companions, they'll uſurp the Authority of 


Bufineſs as a thing below their Level: No, they'll not 


Houſe and Home. When Expences run high, is it not fit 


pality on the one fide, and Fraud on the other will ſoon 
zin an Eſtate to the Lees. Do not therefore all by De- 


eived will not balance Accounts at the Years End: If you 


— — = _ — * — — _ i 
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when it is gone, Hope follows it ; nothing remains but Bey 
gary, Contempt, Deſpair and Repentance. | 

Be neither Cobetous nor Profuſe ; Extreams are vicious; tha 
ſeems leſs genteel, and this more fooliſh. I hate to ſee; 
Gentleman (like a Snail) draw in his Figure to fave hi 
Purſe, and not only want the. Conveniences, biit even thi 
Neceſſaries of Life in the Face of Abundance : This is almof 
to antedate Miſery, and to turn the Fable of Tantalus into 
real Story. I would no more truſt ſuch a Miſer, than a Fo 
Pad or a Cut-Purſe ; he who loves Money more than himſelf 
will infallibly rate it above Honeſty, and he'll ftretch 
Point, and unlooſe Conſcience when Opportunity opens an 
Proſpect of Gain: For to a Miſer Knavery and Cozenage a 
unqueſtionable Axioms, and ought to be ſuppoſed as a Po 
latum: In a Word, it's a baſe Employment to lie on Eart| 
and to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt ; I would neither fawn « 
Money for Money's Sake, nor duck and drake it away for 
Frolick : No, I would not . with my Liberty for a Span 
Hota, nor with a Shilling for a good Morrow); that woul 
be to overvalue Slavery ; and this to under rate Silver. 

Let your W e run even with your Purſe and Quali 
Starve not your felt to feed Laqueys; nor give em a Cos 

as N. N. did) to fave their Liveries. Handſome Regal: 
ometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh Friendſhip, nourill 
Mirth, and breath Life and Spirit into Converſation ; thoug 
they fink your Purſe they do not drain it; at leaſt you ne 
ceive Credit for your * * 

A continual Application to Buſineſs works upon the Bra 
it exhauſts the Spirits, and undermines Health: Nature mul 
not be run down, allow it time to breath: if you are alwaj 
on the Spur, you'll jade it. Exchange therefore ſometime 
your ſerious Employments for honeſt and genteel Recreat 
ons; they refreſh the Mind, unburthen Nature, enliven th 
Faculties, and pour new Life and Vigour into the Body 
Chuſe thoſe that are more diverting and leſs expenſive ; 
Pleaſure overpurchaſed is a real Torment, and then if the 
require Study and Application, you do not ſo much eaſe N. 
ture as change the Burthen. I would not have you verituft 
upon Games of Hazard, unleſs Civility oblige you, and ent 
then ſtake no more, than you dare loſe without Paſſion 
Thoſe Plays, like Quick- Sands, ſwallow Eftates at a fitting 
they devour a Man's Patience, and caſt Nature into a Val 
ment, Good God! How uneafie have I ſeen Gameſters! 
Methought they fat on Thorns or Tenters. 5 you mig 

| a 0N 
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ffion in their Geſtures, and read Deſpair on their Faces ; 

ey broke thropgh all the Barriers of Modeſty and e, 
t a 


d diced awa eir Money firſt, and then flung Patience 


* Wer it. Had Force ſtretcht theſe Gameſters on that Rack, 
h ould have. pitied their Misfortune ; but when I reflected | 
te ey. were, their own Executioners, ſer em ſuffer (ſaid I) 


thing but Stripes can teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reſtore 


- zdmen to their Witts. =” $4; 
l met once Sir N. N. 1 old Acquaintance; Whither ſo 
hene Friend f am, replied he, on an Expedition 3 
1 Wu are methinks (anſwered Lagain) too crazy for a Winter 
VS mpaign, and too old to turn Marodeur, or Partizan: Nays 


id be) my Bufineſs lies within Doors; In ſhort, I am bound 
„ St. James, where 1 intend to fling away an hundred 
ineas. To — away an hundred Guineas, {aid I! Prithee 
you are overchar ed with Coin, favour me with the Bur- 
en; you'll play the Fool at leaſt with a better Grace, and 
s Trouble. But the Propoſal did not reliſh 5 he wou'd 
entleman-like). keep his Word, though he loſt his Purſe - 
d had rather forfeit his Eſtate than his Credit. He invite 
> to accompany him; away we drove to the Place of Ren- 
zvouz, where we found his Antagoniſt ready to encounter : 
un they fat, and to't they went ; at the beginning the 
ce favour'd my old Knight ſo ſtrangely, that I thought 
dd Luck and he were of Intelligence. Eord ! How the 
| Gentleman crow'd! Joy danc'd through every Joint, you | 
ght ſee it fluſh in his Face, and gild the Deeays of Na- 
e. In fire, good Luck ſeem'd to have fil'd off his Ac- 
int twenty Years, and to haye put as many more to his 
edit; but then if good r at on this k e of the Ta- 
Wg. bad fat on the other 3 the yaung Squire firſt took the 
then Clouds began to riſe, which made me expect 2 
rean mpeſ 3 nor, was 1 deceived in my Conjecture; for imme- 
W'cily away fly the Dice with a Brace of Curles at their 
els 5 then Fortune is halled ta the Barz arraigned and con- 


ee ned: Providence brings up the Reer of the Criminals + 
N. u wou'd have thought this one and twenty eame in a direct 


e from Hercules, he play d the Furioſo fo lively. 
ind now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven with his golden 
ce ; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt about, and blew, 
ie Teeth ; the Tables are turned, the Scene is chinged, 
Knight fumes, and the Squire triumphs ; one curſes the 
che other gives em his Bleſſing: They ſteer their Paſ- | 
by the Cle, and vary with the Caſts, In fre, my 
end ſtood to his Word; he left the Field and an hundre 
| 9 0 | Guiness 
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Guineas to the Victor, and loſt all Gravity and Moderatic 
I accompanied him to his Lodgings 3 but I found he was 
ven lurcht of good Nature alſo. Well (ſaid I) do you 
this Play? Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and Deſpair ſta 
together ? Hell and Heaven are as compatible: I would 
ſoon for Diverfion take a turn upon the Rack, or lay my He 
between the Anvil and the Hammer; theſe Torments 
not greater; but I am ſure are leſs expenſive. | 
Neander, You may learn by this, how ill theſe Plays deſc 
the Name of Recreation; fly em therefore as the Plag 
ny prey upon Content, corrode Satisfaction, and in Cl 
cluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend Nobility to the Pari 
Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more genteel, : 
more diverting ; theſe Sports are almoſt as ancient as ( 
Nature, they have kept up their Reputation'in ſpight of 
the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; but then they m 
be taken with Moderation, like Phyfick for Health, not [i 
Meat for Diet. To range eternally in Woods and Thic 
after Beaſts is rather the Office of a Keeper, than the Sp 
of a Gentleman. I blame not the Recreation, but the! 
ceſs: For though Hunting be a royal Paſtime, it's certain 
baſe and ſervile Employment. a 
Nean. Pray what is your Opinion of Dancing and Mufic 
Are they genteel Accompliſhments ? EI 
Euſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Quality, and gin 
retty turn to e z they furniſh a Man with allt 
ittle Ingredients neceſſary for a quaint Addreſs, and uſher 
into Company with Advantage; they relieve a droopingl[ 
courſe : For when Reaſon runs low, and Converſation | 
guiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song or a Sarabrand wi 
perform'd may enliven it: But don't over-rate theſe Tale 
nor place em among the firſt-rate Qualifications of a Gen 
man; for in reality they only fit you up for a modiſh! 
dreſs, and a Female \ ings Mer: oh Let a Man rather int 
up his Mind than his Body : Thoſe Embelliſhments 
more noble and rich that lie in the Brain, than thoſe that 
into the Feet, or perch on the hoe s End, | 


When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into Fall 
on ; they were only invented as a Screne to Nakedneſs, 4 
a Defence to Decency ; you muſt not therefore invert the 
ſtitution, nor turn the Marks of Infamy into Badges of G 
deur ; for it's a Madneſs to pride in our Shame, and to | 
big becauſe we are Poor and Indigent ; Indeed a Gentlef 


ſhould not clatter in Saloti, nor trudge about in 22 1 
' ua 
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uality under ſuch a Diſguiſe would make 2 ſlovenly Figure 2 


> neat without Gaudineſs, Genteel without Affectation: 
fine, the Taylor muſt take meaſure both of your Purſe and 
your Quality, as well as of your Perſon : For à Suit that 
s the Character, is more à la mode than that which fits well 
the Body. I have ſeen ſome Fops over-ſhoot Extrava- 
nce; they ranſack d all the Shops in Pater- Nofter-Row and 
apfile for the Matter, and conſulted the whole Company 
erchant-Taylors for the Form ; a Man of War might be 
gd with leſs Noiſe, and ſometimes at leſs Expence : Now 
ough fine Feathers make fine Birds, yet ſurely gawdy 
appings can't make fine Gentlemen ; for the Embelliſh- 
2nts of Quality are Wit, 2 ment and Behaviour; an 
r that's noble without Haughtineſs, and condeſcending 
thout Meanneſs. Now theſe Qualifications lodge in the 
ul, they lie in the Head, not on the Back; the Effects in- 
d run to the Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks out of fight. 
[ 1 we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor put it 
in the Morning at the Toylet ; why then are we ſmitten 


th Drapery, and dote on Finery ? This muſt be under- 


dod with regard to Decency ; Allowance muſt be given to 
ſtom, and Opinion; a Gentleman muſt not be ſo unpretend- 
g in Appearance, as to effect Slovenlineſs; this is to ſacrifice 
e Vice to another, to atone for Vanity with Naſtineſs 3 
Ik between theſe two Extremes ; though you uſe both 
ops and Taylors, depend on neither ; build not your Re- 
tation on Silks, nor your Worth on Stuffs: For in a Word, 
2y are meer Excrements of poor Animals: Now to make 
> baſeſt part of Worms and Sheep, the top of our Great- 
ſs, is in Effect to commence Beaſt; Neander, put on 2 
od Humour, a fine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, and 
u'll 2 the Mob at a Diſtance ; but whoſoever pretends 
dazle Men into Reſpect, meerly with Scarlet and Gold 
ce, will fall ſhort of his Pretenfions. Men are not awed 
Cloaths, but Vertue : Old Fabricius in his Jerkin, and Cu- 
in the Chimney Corner, were more eſteemed and feared 
an Caligula or Heliogabalus, 2 their State and Bravery. 
Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your Quali- 


be not deceived in the Notion of Honour; this is a ne- 


ary Caveat in the mad Age we live. Some confound Ho- 


ur with Profit, others with Pleaſure ; but by the Rules of 

is new Syſtem, Pilfering and Lewdneſs are dignifying Qua- 

cations : And ſo Foot-pads, Cut-purſes; and Debauchees 

ay pretend to the Right Peerage ; but others ſeat it - 
2 t 


8 


2 


20 The GENTLEMAN Insraverry. 

the Sword's Point, and perſwade themſelves it cuuftits 
Slaughter; as if there were no, Difference between Hon 
and Savageneſs, between a Gentleman and a Butcher: The 
are a Race of European Cannibals, who MN Species | 
devour Man's Fleſh ; true Anthropophagi, who ſport in Bloc 
and turn Slaughter into a Diverſion; they ate known by 
Names of Scowrers and Dwellits 5; but theſe Appellations 
too innocent for ſo baſe, ſo barbarous an Emp 8 3 tl 
ſtand guilty of Murder by the Laws of the. Land, and the 
fore are mark d with Shame and Infamy by the Governme 
But befides they are condemn'd by the Law of God, and 
are at once outlawed by Religion and the State : What 
beſeech you, can ſtigmatize and degrade a Practice more 
ficaciouſly than this Tabs Excommunication ? 

But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall I receive an Affront? Ye 
hope, rather than a Stab, or an Halter; that may be retrit 
ed, but a Wound in the Heart, or a disjointed Neck, are 
remediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lye too? Why not, if 
deſerve it? The Puniſhment exceeds not the Crime,: 
methinks it's reaſonable for the Penalty and the Fault to 
together: For pray reflect, if the Imputation of a Lye be ſo 
fenſi ve to Quality, the Thing it ſelf is much more; 
therefore you ought rather to take thoſe Imputations as 
monitions than Affronts. 

But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I wou'd either contemn it 
pardon it ; a Man muſt undervalue the Benefit of Eaſe 
the Price of Life to ſell it for ſo inconfiderable a Trifle ; 
in the Judgment of the Law it's nothing, it will not beat 
Action. Now ſeeing we ſubmit to the Opinion of the 
es in other Differences, why are we — in this 
he Law is the Standard not only of Right and Wrong; 
of Honour and Infamy : And ſeeing it will not take Coy 
zance of ſo petty an Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below Notice 
Ay! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge; and we had! 
ter be out of the World, than out of the Faſhion. Un 
Fa vour, the King is the only Fountain of Honour, and I« 
not find he ever made over to Cuſtom this Prerogative * 
But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) 4 Club of! 
ſperadoes without Religion, without Conſcience, a Pack of 
negado Chriſtians, who are a Scandal to their Profeſſion, 20 
Shame to their Nature; vote Murder a brave Action, i 
you obtrude this Atheiſtical Error from the univerſal Opn 
of Mankind, for the Standard of Honour and Bravery. W 
Such Men's Judgments are as falſe as their Principles, 
their Opinions as depraved gs their Manners ; becauſe 


_ 
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s extol Perjury, Highwaymen Robbery, and Debauchees 
wdneſs, are theſe creditable and innocent Vocations ? Be- 
ſe Perjury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs are common,, are 
y lawtul? | 
geſides, can any thing be more extravagantly fooliſh, than 
Functilio's of a Dueliſt? One has given me the Lye ; to 
de off the Affront, I muſt provoke him to tilt at my Lungs. 
but Right ſtands for you ! but what if Fortune ſtands 
your Antagoniſt ? Right is a dull Weapon, unleſs Skill 
good Luck manage it; the clandeſtine Revenges of the 
ans are cruel and diabolical, but at leaſt they are leſs tool- 
than ours; they will not bath their wounded Honour in 
ir own Blood, but in that of their Enemy; and therefore 
y attack unawares or by Proxy; but we revenge at our 
xpence, nay and upon our ſelves, and ſometimes at a 
advantage too; as if to retrieve our Honour we muſt die 
> Fools. I know. not what Charms others may ſee in a 
b, I had rather be ſent into the other World by the Hang- 
than a Duelliſt; a Duel is an ill Diſtemper to die of, 
ugh poſſibly Azheifts may think it a genteel one; and Iam 
ident theſe Martyrs of Honour will bediſcompoſed, when 
y find their Reception in the next Life falls ſhort of their 
dectation. 288 > $2 6; | 
death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Titles, Quality, 
alth, with all their Appurtenances, leave us with the laſt 
ath : A Clown will meet with Reſpect if he be innocent, 
2 Prince with Contempt if guilty ; our Treatment will 
er our Actions not our Birth; a Scavenger that dies in 
ze with God will be conveyed into Glory; and a Lord 
expires in Sin into 1 | 
ome Gentlemen refine Breeding too much; they affect 2 
pularity in Behaviour as well as in Religion, and ſo make 
ſelves ridiculous to appear genteel ; theſe are a Heteroge- 
s Race of Gentlemen — call Fops, and others Beaus; 
are a Compound of Farce and Ceremony, a Mixture of 
nick and Tragedian; had their Mothers made a Voyage to 
ladies, I ſhould fuſpe& they had ſome Relation to an, 
For certainly they are of a mixt Species, and often the 
ſt predominates, but always the Coxcomb ; if the Beau 
more Wit, the Ape has more Judgment; theſe Gentle- 
ſpeak like Puppets, and. walk like Clock-work ; they 
the Morning between the Glaſs and the Toyler, and ſum- 
to their Levy the whole Poſſe of Taylors, Barbers, and 
fireſes ; they value more the Art of drefling well, thas, 
3 the 
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the knack of paying: And whilſt others admire their Folh 


like young Narciſis, they contemplate their own Beauty 


Pray, leave theſe People and their Behaviour to themſelves 


and if you can't avoid their Company, catch not their Gri 


ces, It's true, 2 muſt prepare for an Attack ; fer like Pe 


le ſtruek with the Plague, they love to give the [nfeCtion 
if they find you reſty, they'll not fail to direct your Motiot 


and anatomize your Com ment, and then you muſt expe 
or pelted in Proſe ; but hop 
ie 


to be lampoon'd in Verſe, 
ways meet with poor Caſſandra's Fortune, never to be be 
5 Their yeas go for no, and their Satyrs for Panegyriel 

I might enlarge upon this Subject, but I fear, I have alrea 
treſpaſs'd 8 our Patience. | 

Nean. I fee, " vs Euſebius, you are a Stranger to my C 
ſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talked down ; how can I ſpend i 
time better, than in learning how to ſpend it well? 
After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent things, Neander to 
leave of Euſebius, with a Promiſe to return the next Mornit 
He kept his Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. * 


_ * 


— — LS — 


DIALOGUE II. 
EvszBivs inſtructs NEANDER in the Duty of a Chriſtian, 


Euſeb. T's harder (dear Neander) to deſcribe the part of 

Chriſtian, than that of a Gentleman, and a Matt 
of higher Importance to act it well; if a Gentleman falls! 
low his Character, his Reputation may ſuffer, but not! 
Soul: He may not ſtand fair in Men's Opinion, but this it 
trivial Misfortune ; for pray what great Advantage is it tol 
eſteem'd by thoſe who cannot be ſufficiently blam'd ? Al 
their eſteem is ſo inſignificant, that it's neither able to cre 


nor diſprace. | 


But oh] if our Life ſwerves from the Laws of Chriſtian 


and if Death takes us away in this Diſorder, we are und 
for ever, eternally loſt ! without hope of Change, or of! 
trieving our Misfortune : Upon this Point our All depend 
if we act a Chriſtian well, we ſhall be received into che | 
of the Juſt ; but if ill, into the Puniſhments of the Impid 
And both theſe States are Everlaſting, both Immenſe, that 


Pleaſure, bis in Pain. 1 g 
Now when the Gain on the one fide is ſo vaſt, and the U 
on the other, ſo exorbitant, does not Reaſon tell us, that 
| |  oup 
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ght to bend all our Care, all our Application to diſcharge 
r ſelves of the Duties of a Chriſtian ? I will therefore draw 


10 2 ſhort Scheme of the moſt preſſing Offices of your Pro- 
Nenon, and furniſh you with Motives, able to perſwade you 
pe comply with em. : Of, 2) 2 

108 ie chief Reaſon why Men live at Random is, becauſe 


ey have forgot their Errand: they fanſie themſelves to be 
> Work of Chance, the Off- ſpring of Hazzard, Creatures 
Pleaſure placed on the Land (as the Leviathan is in the 
ater) to ſport and Play s but certainly we muſt have ſmall 
quaintance with the Dignity of our Nature, and a mean 
pinion of our Greatneſs to frame ſuch wild Idea's. Our 
derſtanding is too noble to be buried in Dung and Rub- 
h; and our Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by Nature 
the baſe Employments of Brutes. | 
No, no, Neander : God's Omnipotence framed us, and his 
"IWodneſs deſigned us for himſelf alone. He has ennobled us 
nth Reaſon to know his Greatneſs, with a Will to love his 
podneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy his Perfection. He is 
Alpha and our Omega, the Origin of our Being, and the 
d of our Creation. It's impoſſible for us to be miſerable 
th him, or happy without _ 5 x 


But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, it's un- 
tain, whether we ſhall ever land at this thrice happy Ha- 
of the Bleſſed; for God has decreed to communicate 
TI | ſupream Felicity as a Reward, not as a Gift: We muſt 
e this City by Storm, not by „ We muſt enter 
leg 2 1a main: & violenti rapiunt illud. But if the Difficulty 
mps our Courage, if it baulks our Reſolution, if we miſ- 
„ry in the Enterprize, or fail in the Execution, we are un- 
tore for ever; we muſt take up our Habitation in Hell, and 
ell perpetually with Fire and Brimſtone. This we believe, 


y Blood in our Veins, and. ſtrikes us with Horrour and 
a SWMn2zement. One Theft, one Murder, one Fornication un- 
dented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, inte a Vale of Tor- 
znts, into a ſad Manſion of Deſpair, where we ſhall always 
cron and never be Conſymed ; always die, and ever live the 
ject of God's Wrath, and the perpetual Monument of our 
ly and Diſobedience, Theſe two Points are, as it were, 
00S ftularums in Morality, and God has been pleaſed to reveal 
n in almoſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 
at he might allure us to 5 the charming hy 
Ht 4 Pe 


ander) and the bare Thought of it ſometimes congeals the - 
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pect of Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal Repreſentati La 
of Hell, In , >} —— , - ky 


We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of his U 
kindneſs ; for though on the one Hand he draws up in! 
talia all the Terrors of an unhappy Eternity to fright us; 
the other he diſplays all the Treaſures of Heaven to whet c 
Hope, and animate our Courage ; nor does he lay our $ 
vation in the Hands of Chance, or truſt. it to the Care of « 
Enemies. Yet he has entruſted. every Man with his 6: 
Welfare; ſo that we cannot be miſerable, :unleſs we conſp 
againſt our ſelves, and turn Traitors to our own Intereſt. 
therefore we miſcarry, muſt not the Fault lie at our o. 
Door? If we will be ſo ſtupid, as to fling up our Claim 
Heaven; ſo void of Reaſon, as to leap into Hell; Do we n 
deſerve to forfeit the one, and feel the other? A Man, u 
in ſpight of Prayers and Tears will vault down a Precipic 
deſerves ta meaſure the Height of it by the Fall; and if 
breaks his Neck, who will nat rather laugh at his Misforty 
than pity it? ſis. vi 2 Of N n as. 254: 100M 
| IV. O 218763 1/09 $A 

Had God tied up our Happineſs to harder Conditions, 
had not over-rated it. For all we can either do or ſuffer 
time, bears no ds ay oc with an Eternal Reward -; thouf 

he be our Maſter, he has behaved himſelf to us with all i 

Tenderneſs of an. indulgent Father, For he has drawn 

Articles ſo Ad vantageous for us, that we muſt be mad to cc 

plain, either of Circumvention or hard Dealing: He requi 

nothing but Love and Obedience. Now who can in Real 
refuſe to love an Infinite Beauty ? or to obey an Omni pot 

Power ? We pay him Love and Obedience by keeping | 

Commandments, which are only hard to thoſe that rell 

to tranſgreſs em. Et niandata ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, thi 

are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon our 
ture, before we can violate em, and almoſt ceaſe to be Mei 
when we begin to be Sinners. In a Word, to: be happy! 
the next World, we muſt be. vertuous in this. Vertue is v0 
Duty, Neander; and if you practiſe it ſeriouſly, *twill prof 
your Pleaſure. For God has ſo interwoven our Duty wi 
dur Satisfaction, that it's impoſſible for a Man to be innocent 
N Iy unhappy. 4% Une * 4 eln. 7D 1 4 


Though Vertue be an Excellent Thing, it may be abuſt 
It lies within the reach of Fancy, Illuſion, and Miſapplicaye 
on; there is falſe Vertue as well as adulterats Coin: Andie! 


L 
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Lacedemonians trickt up theit Gods in the Spartan Dreſs 3 
dftentimes Men model Vertue by their own Paſſions. i 
e ſeen a morole Zealot eternally harangue againſt the 
ruption of the ge 5 all was wrong, all vicious that ctoſs'd 
dur Humour. would have thought God had con- 
ited him Inſpector General of Mankind; he kickt and flun 


Is 


2 | —_ 
t r ſo unchriſtian a Rate, twas dangerous to come with 
each. Now, though Scripture and Reaſon call this Sin, 
fo niſtook it (good Man) for Vertue. His Error was Proof 


nſt Homily and Exhortation. You might Have ſooner 
waded him out of his Chriſtian Name than out of his 
11h Humour. Ab N 10 N n INE 
s eſteem nothing more than true and genuine Vertue, ſo 
hor 2 Hypocrite. I hate thoſe Mountebanks of the Spi- 
who turn Piety into a Trade; who pray themſelves into 
ings, and whine themſelves into Reputation; who pra- 
2 Humility out of Pride, and Charity out of Spight; who 
ach up the moſt ſevere Moyals in publick, and condemn 
in pri vate; whoſe Zeal is Cenſure, ' whoſe Juſtice is In- 
{t, and Piety a Cover to Vanity} I have heard thefe Tartars 
the World to Exceſs, whilſt they courted it to Extrava” 
e: They extolled Solitude, yet were always in Com- 
y» and praiſed. Vertue, when they practiſed Vice. In 
o Word, this Race of Men is a Medly of O tes, hum- 
yl without, and proud within; arrogant to:Exceſs;' and on 
aſions ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure: ; all Fire, and all 
dak ; Saints in Appearance, and Sinners in Effect. 
Dthers place Dagon and the A#k'on the ſame Altar. Like 
1% they blend God with Evil, Adore God in the Temple, 
Golden Calves in Dan and Betbel: Sometimes they are alt 
#, ſometimes 4# Body: Now, they regale theit Senſes with 
houſand Raguuſts of the maſt refined Lewdnefs: By and 
they feaſt their Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſoned> Piety: 
Day they ſurfeit with 'Faftingy another with"-Peaſting : 
erday they were 'tired with kneeling, to day: with Dan; 
g: They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: H you ſee 
rayer Book fin their Hand, youu may ſwear there is 4 Lam- 
Yon in their Pocket: and if the Bible lies on their Desk, a 
iWmance ſtandson the Shelf; ſo that they are halt Saint, and 
f Devil, but all Monſter. I knew an He-Devotee, Who 
u'd ſpeak ſo feelingly of the Excellency of Chaftity, one 
uld have taken him for a Bait; yet àt the ſame time he. 
ertain'd a Miſs in a Corner; and though on Sunday: he 
canpear'd in the Ohurch with Reſpect “before the Lend, all the: 
ndugeek he. paid Homage to the Lady < This is not. Vertue, but 


— 
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an Oleo of Vices: This is to worſhip God as the Soldier | 
our Saviour, with Outrage and Blaſphemy. Lou may en 
infer, that the Duty of a Chriſtian obliges you to deteſt 
abhor ſuch a Conduct, but;not to imitate it; one DefeQt 
niſhes Vertue. Bonum ex integra cauſa, malum ex quolibet defet 
That Man is truly Vertuous, who is neither proud in g 
Fortune, nor abject in bad; who'defires nothing but Hey 
and fears nothing but Hell; who avenges Aﬀeonts with 
vours, and Injuries with Fardon ; who is ſevere to him 
and eaſie to his Neighbour ; who ſpeaks well of all but h 
ſelf ; and never pardons his own Defects, nor cenſures ti 
of his Brethren. In a Word, Neander, Do good and fly from! 
is the Sum of your Duty. This is Vertue in. Sbort Hand, 
fection in Epitome, and Heaven in Reverſſon. 
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4 That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance, 
immediately belongs to God; he is our Maker and our 
vereign, we are indebted to his Power for our Being, to 
. Goodneſs for our Converſation ; from him we expect the 
ward of our Vertues, and the Puniſhment of our Vices. 
turn him therefore a thouſand Thanks for the Favours 
have received from the firſt Moment of your Creation:z. 
can't begin the Acknowledgment too ſoon, you can't rej 
it too often, becauſe you can never thank him enough; 
ſpect hi mas! our, F ather, ſerve him as Our Maſter, and! 
him as your Judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in Proſpen 
nor blaſphemę his Conduct in Adverſity : He is no leſs at 
ble when he frowns, than when he ſmiles; when he wou 
than when be beals.,. And therefore Lil the ſacred Hl 
that ſtrikes, as well as that which ſtroaks you: He al 
defigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs Impatience 
turn his Blefling into Curſes; and then praiſe his Condi 
but condemn your un 1s - 

Ah! Neander, a thouſand, thouſand times happy is ti 
Man, who flings up all his Concerns into the Hands of! 
vidence, and ties up his Deſiręs to the Laws of. Obediend 
he carries in his Breaſt à little Paradiſe, and a Heaven 
Proſpect; be ſits above the reach of Fortune; and behd 
with an Air of Unconcernedneſs; under his Feet, all thi 
Storms and Tempeſts that daſh in Pieces other Mens F 
city.; he neither deſires good Succeſs, nor fears Diſappol 
ment; he opens his Door no leſs chearfully to Want, thai 
Abundance In fine, he knows, that Command is God's Þ 
togati ve, and Submiſſion our Duty. Can Imagination pu 
2 more folid, a more fincere Satisfaction, than neither to 

— gull 
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under the Torments of Hope, nor to fink under the 
>ws of Deſpair ; than to ſubject our Appetite to Reaſon, 
this to God, our Omnipotent Maker and Merciful Re- 
ler ? "+1 | £ ph--I& | 4 "TT 
his Submiſſion raiſes Man to the Height of Virtue and 
pineſs: For whoſoever bows his Neck to the ſweet Yoak- 
rovidence, neither amuſes his Thoughts with viſionary 
im es, nor extravagant Fears; he lives on his own Fund, 
Wkeeps his Defires within the Compaſs of his Power; he 
ntent with the Portion God has aſſigned him; This he 

s only in Fee, and is ready to leave it at the fr Com- 
d. He neither affects to be leſs, nor aſpires to an higher 
= he would be juſt as he is, becauſe God has made 


0. 5 4. | 118 + | 
rand. This State of Indifference is a fine thing in Theory 


ur Speculation,. but impoſſible in Practice, and is rather to 
to iſht, than hoped for. | 5-1 2 off. ,20 
ne %. Pray r emember, that deſponding Thoughts only ſerve 


all the Spirits, and to blaſt generous Reſolutions. Things 
often impoſſible, becauſe Cowardice makes em ſo: Chec 
y, and you'll not encounter thoſe Difficulties in the Pra- 
>: Pufillanimity and Non-Experience conjure up tofright: 


N For God is no Epicurean Deity, ſo taken up with the 
1d oo of = ou = that _ * ra ou 2 caſt 
_ oought on the Concerns r Mortals below: No, no, 
A = his Providence is as la as his Being; he did 
ſe diveſt himſelf of the Government of the World, when 


ad made it; he can't either forfeit his Title to the Ad- 


In iſtration of the Univerſe, - or abdicate it. - That Hand 
I h made all Things muſt of N ar yet continue dem, other - 
* they'd make a ſpeedy Exit, and ſink into their primitive 


bing : He has aſſigned Being its Station; even the 
m and the Piſmire, he ſets em their Task, teaches em to 
k, and through a thouſand Labyrinths leads all things to 


* perfect Ends. Now certainly, he that created all ſub- 
en Beings for Man, cannot be thought to withdraw his 
ale from him, as if he were below his Love or Concern: 


no; he counts the Hairs of his Head, and regiſters his 
ds in the Folio of his Omniſcience. 259h eig 
ow God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can't wait upon us 
h an ill Deſign. He ſtands over us as a Guardian, not at 
Py 3 as a Friend, not as an Enemy; he conſiders our Con- 
ution, and pries into all Circumſtances, that he may time 
Favours, and fo enhance their Value, by adapting em to 
Neceſſities. . 3H . {OP | + T4 
As 


8 


28 The GENTLEMAN Iusraucrzy. 


As his Goodneſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his Wiſd 
gives us Security and Caution, that he can't be deceived 
the Choice of thoſe things he defigns for us; he can't ne 
us a Stone for a Loaf, not a Scorpion for a Fiſh, nor Fol 
for a Medicine: ſo that we are ſure on the one fide, that 
thing befals us unawares, but either by his Permiſſion 
Command ; and on the other, that he either permits or ce 
mands it for our Good ; and that it will certainly prove 
unleſs we defeat his charitable Defigns by Impatience 
rar raping. and by a ſtrange ſelf-creative Power turn Gu 
Bleflings into Curſes. Now, what Misfortune can make 
2 on a Mind fo ſtrongly fenced ? It will ſtand then 

Trial, without an Ob, witheut a My Face; for it | 
both Faith and Reaſon to ſupport it? And then he that; 
weep, that has all the Reaſon in the Worid to laugh, m 
be fond of Tears, and in Love with Torment. 

It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Practice: We ſnatl 
Providence, we diſpute his Orders, and burleſque his! 
_ crees ; we ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his gen 
Hand, and turn our ſelves into all the Poſtures of Imp 
ence ; we neither receive his Favours with Thanks, nor 
rection with Patience. ITO E 

But this irrational Conduct argues much Peeviſhneſs 
more Infidelity. For theſe People muſt either doubt of 
Power, or dare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and then they de 

Ah! Dear Neander, commit your Concerns to the Mana 
ment of God; ask no Temporal Bleſſing, but with 2 
voluntas tua ; refuſe no Affliction; receive that with Gri 
tude, this with Reſignation; and if you can't defire Croſſ 
at leaſt accept em, and remember always, that thoſe thin 
often prove: more pre judicial we pray for, than thoſe we fe: 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Region to our felt 
our Deſires fly not only before Reaſon, but Refle tion; 


that we are ſo far from knowing what is good for us, that Me 
know not what we would be at: Qur Fancy over ſhoots MF 
ture, and (like a Fool's Paradiſe) repreſents Objects in bei > 
rowed: Colours and falſe Shapes: Deluded therefore by ul 
Glaſſes and deceitful Opticks, we dote by Hazard, and hate s 
Random; we embrace a deformed Leab for a charming Me. 
ebel ; court Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſery. But God, wif | 
built our Fabrick, knows our Conſtitution ; he dives into o 

Temper, and comprehends all thoſe. Things we either eagell 6 


rſue, or:paſſionately fly from ; he ſees the Employment ul 
he Il b : . Foſſeli N 


theſe will convey us to Eternal Felicity, and tbe 


a 
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{hoſe into Endleſs Torments; He therefore gives what 

ed feared, and refuſes what we defired. Now, is it not a 
 pffdneſs to be thus mercifully Ctuel ? Is it not a Favour to 
idk our Pretenſions, and a — to be Fortunate? 
att | . : aw * . ” 

on Ne can never withdraw our ſelves from God's Immenſity: 
co reigns in Hell no leſs than in Heaven: He exetciſes his 


re Nice among the Damned, and his Mercy among the Bleſ- 
ce Wl: he dwells in Woods, and walks in Cities; he retires 
nus into Solitude, and accompanies us in Converſation ; 
ein all Places, and ſees all Things; he fathoms our De- 


, he counts our Words, he ſcans out Actions, and reads 
Thoughts. 48 14 a: | 
print this Truth with indelible Characters in your Me- 
and recommend it to your daily Conſideration ; twill 
— both Caution and Reſpect; *twill curb the diſor- 
y Sallies of Nature, and bind your Paſſion to its good Be- 
our. You will not have the Face to ſtep beyond the 
nds of Duty, nor ſcarce be tempted to tranſgreſs it. Na- 
, I confeſs, is unruly, *twill run away with us, unleſs we 
a ſtrong and watchful Hand over it; but then the very 
dught that God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe Flames of 
ion, that dim Reaſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſions. 
efore a grave Man we dare not fall into Indecency ; his 
Preſence gives a Check to Appetite, and ſtops Senſuality 
ts full Career: So that Lewdneſs and Debauchery are 
d to retire, and give Place to Shame. 15 
ho violates the Law in the Face of Authority, that has 
Will and Power to revenge the Contempt, gives an evi- 
t Proof, that either Life is uneaſie to him, or that he is 


Tyburn. Yet human Juſtice acts in a narrow Sphere; 
zaches but to Life, and can't purſue the Criminal yond 
Grave. If therefore the Sight of a Man, and the Ap- 
henſion of Death, have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as 
ool the Fire of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeem- 


n bes Sally, and to repel any Aſſault upon our Vertue; cer- 
ly, a ftrong Perſuafion, that God is preſent, that he looks 
ate us to crown our Vertues, and to chattiſe our Vices, can't 
g Mes efficacious z for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls 
Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into xothing, and thoſe 
to o Hell; we may baffle human Juſtice, either by Flight, 


Ry, or Favours, but we cannot fly out of God's Domini- 
ent WF Dis Anger can neither be appeaſed with Bribes, nor ſott- 
el With Tears, nor overcome with Entreaties. 


Now, 


a 


compos mentis, and by Conſequence deſerves Bedlam rather 
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Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Faith continually 
holds this dreadful Majeſty hovering about him, with 
Reward of Vertue in one Hand, and the Sword of Rey 
in the other, will take Care of his Behaviour, and not 
his Innocence for a Fleet. Pleaſure in Hand, and Eternal! 
ments in Remainder. Let me therefore once more igt 

ou (by all that is Dear, by all that is Sacred) to carr 
Gonffderation along with you in all your Bufineſs, all 
Paſtimes, its Company will neither be troubleſome nor 
penſive, but I am ſure it oe. onda: ao 
God's Infinite Greatneſs entitles him to Homage, atid 
Dependance calls upon us to pay it: We cannot acknowl 
too ſoon his Authority, becauſe-we cannot reſpect it too m 
We are the Work of his Hands, the Object of his Ms 
and ſhall once be Eternally that of his Love or of his 
tred ; of his Love, if we execute his Commands; but « 
Hatred, if we tranſgreſs em. 1 therefore and 
tude ; Hope of Heaven, and Fear of Hell, preach Ve 
and tence to his moſt holy Injunctions. Yet alas! 
Voice of Thunder is not able to awake our young Gal 
(like ſo many bewitched Sampſont) they o_ in the By 
of faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull em into pleafing Tra 
imaginary Delights, to plunge em into real Torments. | 
would think they either disbelieved a future State, they 
ſo unconcerned for the preſent ; or that they had a Patent 
do ill; or at leaſt an Afurance of Pardon and Repent 
Their Study is to learn Sins ; their Employment to con 
em, and grand Diverſion to applaud their Impieties. 1 
theſe deluded Creatures they walk over Precipices, andi 
on the Brink of Deſtruction: That to live a Debauches 
to die a Reprobate : They anſwer your Charitable Ad 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very coldly reply, 
Youth was made for Pleaſure, and Old Age for Repent: 


dr 

Good God ! that Men of Wit and Parts ſhould ſo wretci th 
ly fool themſelves into Ruin. Were our Souls no lo us 
lived than our Bodies, did they fink into nothing when yet 
ceaſed to breath, that Atheiſtical Rant, Zae, bibe, gaude, Wuoy 
moriemur, would not be quite unreaſonable. Could we an 
into the Future, and read our Deftiny, could we caſt i N 
Horoſcope of our Death, as Aftrelogers do of our Life; Miſtit 
we ſure that cras moriemur, we might equip our ſelves to ce, 
for a Journey to Hell ; and make to morrow a great es 
ration for Heaven. But alas ! we dwell in a Region, Me to 
Certainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertainties, that th Cl: 
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now we muſt die, yet we are as ignorant of the Time, 
> and Manner, as the Child unborn. Perchance Divine 
ce may arreſt us in the very Heat of our Lewdneſ: it 
drag us from the Stews to Jud ment: 'The firſt Time 
loſe our Eye-lids may be the laſt : We my only fleep 
dis World to wake in the next; we may only open our 
to ſee ſtrange Flames, and return to our Senſes to feel em. 
dden Deaths are not Miraculous. The Bills of Mortality 
e us they are too ordinary : But theſe Accidents ſurprize 
Debauchees oftner, than thoſe who live within the 
ds of Temperance and Moderation. They over-charge 
ire with continual Exceſs, and ſet all the Humours of 
Body in an Uproar : And how eaſie it is for theſe Hu- 
rs in ſuch an Hurry and Tumult, to crow'd in upon the 
t? Or to fly up to the Brain? Or to impede the playing 
e Lungs, and on a ſudden top Reſpiration ? 3 
t though God ſhould deal more mercifully with theſe 
than they deſerve, though he ſhould give em both 
e and Leiſure to repent, it's ten to one they'll die in 
Sins, and carry into the next World thoſe Crimes they 
itted in this. | WE hd dy 
rr two things are neceſſary for a thorough Repentance ; 
's Grace and Man's Co-operation ; without that we can- 
epent, and without this he will not pardon. If therefore 
Difficulty to be overcome be greater at threeſcore, than 
enty, and Grace be leſs, it's odds they'll not repent at 
>ſcore, but that certainly will be greater, and this infal- 
will be leſs. Therefore it's odds, that the final Reſo- 
ns of theſe unfortunate Gentlemen will vaniſh into 
ak, and end in Eternal Deſpair and Puniſhment. 
prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Philoſophy 
Experience teach us, that a frequent Relapſe into an 
rder ingenders a Habit, (that is) a Facility and Propenfi- 
> reiterate the ſame Actions. And this takes its Force 
the Frequency of the Practice: For though in Natural 
luctions there is a certain Point of Growth and Perfecti- 
yet in Morals there is no ſuch Term, both vicious and 
uous Habits may go on in infinitum : Hence it happens, 
an inveterate Cuſtom twiſts and winds it ſelf into our 
Nature; it finks into our Bones, and enters into our 
ſtitution. Now, if all the frightful Reproaches of Con- 
ce, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpe&t of thoſe 
des below, the charming Allurements of Heaven above, 
e too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone ; will they filence 
Clamours of mutinous Paſſions, curb the Violence of Na- 
| ture 


* 


ture back d by Cuſtom, and inflamed with ill Habits? 


tuous, and leſs governable; ſo in our Suppoſition, 


on his Friends? on thoſe who bla ſpheme him twenty 


fall by Surprize ? It's certain he will not: For God will 


wit 


aa * 
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no ; Nature ſeconded by an Habit, (like a Loadſtone ar 
with Iron) draws ten times Longer. He who, groans u 
the Weight ofa Feather, will fall under that of a Milton 
Now, 8 ill Habits byaſs Nature, and make it mare in 
the chief ative rinciple, is leſs. For Grace is a free ( 
no Debt, aliter Gratia non eſſet; we muſt receive it as at 
Benevolence, and cannot ask it as our Due. 

Is it probable God will pour down upon his mortal 
mies theſe Streams of Fayour and Beauty, as plentiful 


together, as on thoſe who adore him? on thoſe, who! 
don their Duty out of a determinate Malice, as on thoſe, 


taught at; and can the Wit of Man invent a more compe 
ous; and at the ſame time a more biring Rallety, tha 
trampling under Foot this Divine Gift, that coſt our G 
Redeemer 'Torrents of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, th: 
making his Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude ? | 
by refuſing to Repent, . becauſe he is. prone to Pardon 
Cod be Juſt, (as certainly he is) he'll ſtop the Condui 
his Mercy, and rain down a Deluge of Maledictions ont 
rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, and tun 
greateſt, Attributes . his own Breaſt. | 
Nean. What you ſay (as to the apo) is true; but 
me leave to tell you, there is a daſh o Rr in 
Diſcourſe: Man's Malice can't weary God's Mercy ; he 
pardon more Sins than Man is able to commit ; nay, 
will, if we fling our ſelves at his Feet, and ſue for 1 
A contrite Heart, Euſebius, is a moving Spectacle, it dil 
Fad þ, ater and melts it into Mercy; and as he rect 
thoſe Prodigals that return, To he furniſhes em with 0 
for their Voyage. F | 
Euſeb. Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs down Man' 
lice z our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give | 
Pardon and Heaven to thoſe who ask em; his Word ſi 
engaged, and he can't fly back. But then, where has he! 
miſed that inveterate Sinners ſhall ask Pardon ? It's trut 
ſo, that the moſt profligate Debauchees have Grace ſuffic 
to york Repentance. But what fignifiesa Power to do g 
a Will to do evil? There is not a damned Soul in! 
that did not once find it ſelf in the ſame Circumſtances, 
leſs miſerable, becauſe once it might have been happy ? 4 
this ſad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their cſpair 


* 
* 


. 


The GENTLEMAN InsTRUCTED. 3 33 
e it repreſents their Miſery, together with their Folly, as 4 
— 


ſole Cauſe of their Misfortune. 

Jean, Pray, Zuſebius, don't diſgrace God's darling Virtuey 7 
cy ; nor condemn poor Sinners to the worſt of Torments, | 
air. FWhilft there is Life, there is Hope. They, who never 
ght of Fardon in their Lives, found it at their Death. 
at ? he who died for Man, can he have the Heart to damn 
The very Thief on the Croſs, though abandon'd by Men, 
careſs'd by his loving Saviour; and for one humble me- 

o mei, received Mercy in this World, and Paradiſe in the 


* 
I. 


r. 
ſeb, Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) I am not for graſp” 
an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds to an Infinite 
bg: I know God's Mercy is above the Skies; But then 
uſtice finks below the Abyſs ; judicio ejus abyſſus multa. 
an't take the Height of that, nor fathom the Depth of 
They are both _ (I. e.) Infinite; nay, they are 
ame thing: For Juſtice is Mercy, armed with Revenge; 
Mercy js Yallice, diſpoſed to Pardon ? Why then ſhould 
read it im one Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? 
not for caſting Men into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt of 
ments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt irta- 
|: This antedates Damnation, and gives us over to Exe- 
n before God has pronounced the Lontence. To damn 
ſelves out of a Fear of being damned, is the Top of 
neſs; the non plus ultra of Frenfie : To think my Salva- 
impoſſible, is to make it ſo ; not to hope for Heaven, is 
ext way to loſe it. But then if I hate Deſpair, I abhor 
mption ; if that leads us to Hell by a direct Line, this 
the Bufineſs as efficaciouſly. For can we outrage our 
Maſter more, than when we bend his auguſt Attributes 
r Lewdneſs ? and build the Babel of our Abominations ; 
his Goodneſs ? and our Crimes upon his Mercy? Isnot \ = 
o ſport with Majeſty ? to rally Authority? And to play 
Goodneſs ? And pray what Bickerenee is there between 
wiring of Mercy, and burleſquing it? This impious Mirth, 
nder) will once end in Sorrow, and theſe Peals of Laugh- 
in gnaſhing of Teeth : But becauſe our Libertines put a 
Streſs on the good Thief's Converfion, and fanſie their 
hs will reſemble his, no leſs than their Lives; twill not 
iſs to examine the Point. 1 
„St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's Converſion is the 


4 Example (to be found in Scripture) of a deferred Re- 
7 race that was ſucceſsful. But, with Submiſſion, St. Ber- 


miſtook in the Calculation 1 For this was not property 
a , A 8 


* 8 8 


—— 
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a deferred Repentance. The Thief anſwer'd the firſt 
of his agonizing Saviour; the firſt Glance of his Sacred E 
wounded his finful Soul, and melted his hard Heart into Li 
and Sorrow. | 
Secondly, The Thief received Pardon and Paradiſe : | 
what did he to deſerve this miraculous Favour ? He ado 
Chriſt, not ſeated on a Throne of Glory, but covered w 
Shame and Infamy, torn with deny prone with 'Tho 
. by his Enemies, forſaken is Friends: Bet 
ſome ſay, Life was offered this Malefactor, if he would d: 
Chriſt: But he choſe rather to die with him, and for hi 
than to live without him. So that now the Cauſe of 
Death was changed, and he, who was faſtned to the Crol 


Robber, expired on it a Martyr, 
Thirdly, God ſealed his Pardon; but this Act of Grace 


granted on the Day of Mercy; and yet of ſo many Sint 
that were Spectators of this bloody ragedy, we know | 
this Thief, who was ſo fortunate as to ask Pardon, and 
receive it. Tell me then, Dear Neander, ought we not ra 
draw Motives of Fear from the Misfortune of thouſands, t 
of Preſumption from the good Luck of one? If you look 
the right Hand of our dying Lord, pray caſt an Eye u 
the left; and if you behold on the one fide a Saint, ye 
diſcover a Reprobate on the other. Let therefore Gentle 
learn Fear from the Damnation of the one, as well as fr 
the other a dangerous Security. And I counſel all Chrifti 
to draw this Conclufion from the different Deaths of t 
two Malefactors, that it's a Madneſs to deſpair, and Teme 
to preſume ; unus eft ne diſperes, unicus ne preſumas. 
Wherefore conſecrate the Firſt-fruits of Reaſon to Gy 
ou can't begin the Practice of Piety too ſoon, but may 
ate ; Nature untainted with Vice may be wrought with e 
into any Form, and caſt in any Mould, It's a kind of ta 
raſa, 2 Blank, that almoſt with the ſame Facility receives! 
Characters of Angel, and of Devil; but when once it's tai 
with Sin, when it's byaſſed by ill Habits, and worſe Pri 
ples, you will find it ſtubborn and rebellious. Be not tt 
o fooliſh as to prefer Danger before Security, and to tl, ar 
Pleaſure into Toil. Take Occafion by the Fore-top, it quick 
paſſes, and ſeldom returns, 


+ 
Religion is the Ground-work of Salvation; and therei 
you cannot be too tender of a thing that ſo nearly conce! 
your Eternal Happineſs. I recommend this Point to tion 
Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at preſent it lies ui 
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he Diſadvantage of Contempt, and I fear the Gentry 


> a greater Hand in the Scandal, than the Commonalty. 


ing, indeed, enters more frequently in Diſcourſe ; it's , 
rulgar Topick of Converſation, the Subject of our Heats, 
Source of Diviſions, and by Conſequence of our Misfor- 
s: Yet not one of an hundred knows the very Meaning of 
Vord, and not two in a thouſand agree upon the Thing; 
rery Ideas we have of it are wild and monſtrous. 

ave heard with Indignation and Horror, ſome Gentle- 

pronounce e Cathedra, That Religion is a Grievance 5 
Duty, becauſe it controuls our moſt noble Faculty, the 
erftanding, and enſlaves us to blind Obedience. 
hers weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt, that Ortho- 
and Profit go together: So that in thoſe Men's Theology 

in, with a 1000 J. per Annum, is more credible, than Chri- 

ty with 500, 
hers again confound Religion with Faction, and fo to car» 
a black Defign ſtrike in with any Conventicle; they 
ut for Liberty of Conſcience, although they have none 

eformation, though they delight in Tumults, and feign 
nzel to play the Fiend. | 
hers, like an abandon'd Brat, dropt it at Church-Men's 
s, and fanſie it's a Monſter of their Begetting, Craft (ſay 
Fugling and Intereſt brought it forth, while Superſtition 

Policy maintain it. 

t by theſe Gentlemen's leave, Religion is neither the 

Ct of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it's neither 

iff's Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention; it came from Hea- 
and was planted on Earth by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
ve muſt either believe it here, or burn for our Infidelity 

er 5 He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; bat he 
lieveth not, fhall be damned. | | 

ele are our Saviour's Words, and they will be received; 
poſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoſtle delivers the ſame Do- 

; Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Now without 

God made Heaven for his Friends, not for his Enemies: 
noſe who pleaſe him, not for thoſe who contemn his 

, and ſport with his moſt peremptory ; 

ands. Again St. Auguſtine oth us, * Ub; * De Ser. Dei 
des non eſt, nec Saut vera eſſe juſtitia. in monte. C. 19. 
's Frenzy and Illuſion to Exceſs, to 


„that a Man not truly Juſt will be admitted into the E- 
Joys of Heaven; it follows therefore very juſtly, that 
tion is a Chymæra out of Chriſt's Church, and by conſe- 
Fe, that all thoſe Libertine Gentlemen; who play with 
D 2 Religion, 
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Religion, and ſport with Faith, are in a fair way to depl 
Eternally their factious Impiety. I would have em ſp 
ſome cool Thoughts on the Matter, and confider ſeriou| 
whether a Petty, Brutiſh, nay Atheiſtical Satisfaction 
countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whether they would 
give more pregnant Proofs of Wit and Judgment by enq 
ing after the true Religion, than by lampooning all. 

ell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the Li 
of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its inviolable Maxi 
that you neither curſe God, nor wrong your Neighbour zt 
you neither invade his Lands, nor impeach his Re utati 
that your Hands are not dipt in Blood, nor your Tongu 
Gall; that you defile no Man's Bed, nor encroach on hig! 
perty. Theſe Negatives will never unlock Heaven's 
nor place you in Bliſs. Faith muit carry a Torch before 
otherwiſe you'll ramble in the Dark, and wander in E 
till the Flames of Hell diſplay the Miſtake, and at the 
time puniſh it, 

But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men, who talk d 
Religion, and cry up Morals, are at the Bottom gr: 
Friends to the one, than to the other? Alas ! no; their ! 
ons are as Libertine as their Belief ; and if we may judge 
Appearance, they have no more of the Man, than o 
Chriſtian, For whoever ſaw theſe mighty Advocates of 
rals, theſe Aſſertors of Regularity, ever ſtand up in Delt 
of Virtue, but when they actually condemn'd it in Prat 
I have often indeed heard your qualified Debauchees 
moſt feelingly of Sobriety over Champaigne, of Temperan 
a full Table: And I once met with a Proſtitute, that extc 
Chaſtity like a Veffal, You muſt therefore, when you 1 
with Infidel Moralifts, ſuppoſe they enly commend Ve 
in Jeſt, but practiſe Vice in good Earneſt ; and that they 
as far from enſlaving their Paſſions to the Laws of Nature 
their Judgments to Divine Revelation. 

Take not paige upon Credit; there are in the We 
Teachers of falſe Tenets, as well as Coiners of falſe Croi 
and as you bring theſe to the Touch · Stone, ſo you muſt 
thoſe. To believe, you know not why, is rather Stup" 
than Faith; it's to unfence Religion, to lay it open to 
weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm and Hereſie. In ne, to bel 
Ty, is Madneſs, and to believe any thing Folly. I 
truly happy who walks between theſe two Razreand 
neither believes too much nor too little, 


X. 
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he Religion you muſt embrace, is that which Chriſt re- 
led, and his Apoſtles preach'd : This may be denied by a 
> or Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, being God, he 

Authority to command, and we have an indiſpenſible 
igation to obey 3 nor could he ſet up Impoſtures for 
the, or impoſe Falſhood under the Mask of Divine Re- 
tion. The Apoſtles indeed were Men, but inſpired from 
ven, and conſequently no more ſubject to Error, than the 
ine Spirit that gave bi Oracles through the Organs of 
r Mouths. | 
his is a Summary of your Duty to God : That you owe 
r Neighbour ſhall be the Subject of our next Entertain- 
t. In the“ mean time you muſt be my Gueſt to day, 
y refuſe me not the Favour. 
ſean, I am at your Command; but let me defire you to 
> me theſe excellent Documents in Writing ; they are too 
to be remember'd, and too uſeful to be forgot. 
uſeb, I'll comply with your Defires, and at my Leiſure 
down what I can call to Memory. 


— — — — —— — — 
DIALOGUE F. 


Whether GENTLEMEN are obliged to praiſe Vertue. 


CARCE was Dinner ended, but in came Eleutherius an 
JJ © Acquaintance of Euſebius; he was a Gentleman of 4 
« worthy Family, and of an Eſtate ſuitable to his Cha- 
ater. Liberty and Pleaſure were his darling Paſſions ; 
nd I have heard him ſay, he had rather. want Grace than 
it, although he had no great Proviſion of either. He 
ould not endure to be crowded with Viſits, or yoaked in 
eremony, becauſe ſuch Formalities entrench'd. on Free- 
om, and put Liberty under Conſtraint ; and for this Rea- 
on he never went to Court: For he compared Courtiers 
d ſo many Slaves, who move in Fetters, and live for others 
ot for themſelves ; ſometimes to work'd-down Labourers, 


ore fit for Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe 


bove Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience, ſo that 
iis Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was of 
he laſt Edition, that is, Puritaniſm cut on Independency, and, 
parniſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties ; he 3 
an's Juſtification to Faith alone, and therefore condemn'd. 

_ « good 


1 
— 


of your Religion, they are Fly-blown ; and were I diſpol 


P—_— 


— 


38 The GENTLEMAN INSsTRUC TED. 


„ good Works as Heterodox, as Encroachments upon Chri 
1 Liberty, and Grievance to the Subject: Hence he ha 
« Humiliation-Days, and could never be perſwaded to 
« till he had regaled his Appetite. One Day he moved, 
t the Statute de comburendo Heretico might be revived, ande 
« cuted upon a Perſon for ſaying, That eſtote perfecti was add 
« ſed to . he look'd upon it as a ſcandalum ma 
« tum, and a clipping of the Privilege of Peerage. Inj 
© he was of Opinion, that Fancy was the only Rule ofa 
« tleman's Faith, and Pleaſure that of his Actions. 
Enuſeb. Welcome, Eleutberius, pray fit down. Why ſo thou 
ful and recolleQed ? I ſuppoſe you are come from your Dt 
tions, Morning- Service is juſt | tay | 34 
Eleutbe. Why, Man, this is not the Lord's Day. 

Euſeb, Pray of what Religion are you? 

Eleuthe, I am a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. Ah, that may be, but of what Perſwaſion? For if * 
Notion reaches a great way: There are Chriſtian Papiſts, Ml ** 
ftian Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels ; and then there are Prote f, 
and True Proteſtants, and in fine, there are Et cætera Chrifi 5 
with which ot theſe do you convene? - q "1 

Eleuthe, With all, and with neither; that is, I have dn 10 
off rae Spirits from each, and left the Caput mortuum be hit 
in hort, my Religion is new and modiſh : *Tis grinned” 


indeed by ſome, but practiſed by the greater and more wi 
part of the Nobility ; *tis Reformation upon Reformation 
Euſeb Metal upon a Metal is a Soleciſm in Heraldry, 1 
why not Reformation upon Reformation in Religion? But! 
der Favour, if general Practice hits right with the Prece| 


to dogrel it, I would only gloſs upon that Text. Follow. 
Counſel, Eleutherius : ſay common Practice claſhes with 


e 
Maxims, or elſe you'll give too great an Advantage to C 
ciſm-and Enquiry. For if what you ſay be true, your Rei * 
on 1s without Fence, without Rampart, and a little Real 3g 


will batter the whole Fabrick about your Ears; for when! 
Quscſtion is about good and evil, Practice ſtands on the wrd 
fide. But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute ; ſuppoſing you are 
Chriſtian, what Harm is there in going to Church on a Fer 
Eleuthe, What Harm is it to nk my Character, and fl 
up my Charter ? 
| Eufeb, Why, Praying and good Works come not within 
Statute of Treaſon, I hope. Nh 
Eleuthe. Take care, you may ſlip into a Præmunire best 
you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged Tools 
1 p Fs 4 a 


A 


* 
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ays, few have meddled with them without a Scar. 
uſeb., You are in 2 very merry Vein to Day, but methinks 
Subject bears no Railery. Prithee (Drollery apart) what 
ou mean by Liberty, Property and Premunire. 
leutbe. In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to Works 
Cu pererogation, to Virtue, Perfection, and twenty other Ni- 
es; all the World knows that Chriſtians are Free-born 
jects, exempt from the Bondage of Precept and Ceremo- 
They date their Liberty from the Moment of their Bap- 
n; and a Learn'd Clerk, let me tell you, was of Opinion, 
t the very Ten Commandments expir'd with the Synago- 
> Now, Sir, to bring Gentlemen upon their Knees to 
mber their Liberty with Laws and Statutes, is to touch 
m in the moſt ſenfible Part. Eugliſomen will ſtand for 
ir Birth-right, and not give up tamely ſo confiderable a 
vilege ; and if you ſtrive to wreſt it out of their Hands, 
may perchance repent of the Attempt. You will have to 
with Numbers Ss 7 aa : and though Truth ſtands for 
if Force fides againſt you, the Field will be loſt. 
uſeb, This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeance. Nature 
his rate, and Senſuality, are yet looſe, and have a large 
Id to walk in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the World to 
iſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all Abominations ; 
may break N all the Barriers of Nature, Reaſon and 
> 5p ; he may cozen and murder not only with Impunity, 
alſo with Devotion. I would have you draw up a Petition 
inſt Goals, Pillories, and Execution ; nay it would not be 
iſs at your next Coffee-Houſe Aſſembly, to vote down Hell 
d as a Grievance. to the Free-born Subjects of the Covenant. 
leut he. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd the Point, he bas 
r ſhot the Truth and himſelf too; but Ill maintain at leaſt 
t Gentlemen are not bound up to what Divines call FVertue 
Perfection; theſe Fooleries look well enough in a Canoni- 
Caſſock, or a Clergy-man's Dreſs, but in Scarlet and Gold 
e, they make a lean Figure, they walk in Embroidery, as 
le David did in Sau!'s Armour, very awkardly, and rather 
niſh Matter for Diverſion, than for Edification. 
uſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scandal than the for- 
r, I am ſure tis equally falſe. For tell me, have not our 
ntlemen and topping Mortals received from the Liberal 
pag of God, a far greater Allowance of Favour, than 
gars? 
Eleuthe. No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf is a Favour of the 
it Claſs ; it raiſes a Man above the Crowd and Smoak of 
"of World, it entitles him to Honour and Reſpe& ; the 
02 9 4 Prince 
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Prince moves here below, as the Sun does above in Glory 
Magni ficence; Gentlemen are Stars placed above him 
Pomp, State and Ornament; beſides, Gentlemen's Bo 
have a finer Texture of Parts, than thoſe of a meaner Co 
tion; their Complexion is more bright and ſprightly ; ü 
Air more polite; in fne, Nature is like Carvers, who flul 
over thoſe Pieces that are condemn'd to Obſcurity, and po 
thoſe with the laſt ExaCtneſs that ſtand in View. 

Euſeb, You argue right for me; but then you confute 
own Theſis, For if Gentlemen have received more Fay 
than the Peaſant, certainly they are oblig'd in Honour as 
as Duty, to make a more ample Return of Gratitude. | 
ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed one from the Degree of a Pag 
that of a Lord or Captain of his Guards, that he has at 
ſame time flung in 12000 J. per Ann. to ſupport the Title, 
ſet off his Dignity ; has not this new dated Peer a more fi 
Obligation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, than a Dray- 
that only enjoys the common Protection of the Governme 
This is our Caſe to an hair. You grant on the one Handy 
ſuch a Man lies not only under the common and funiime 
Duties of a Subject, but alfo under the additional Tie 
Gratitude to ſerve his Prince ; and on the other you can 
that God has with greater Profuſeneſs pour'd out his Lib 
lity on Gentlemen, than on Clowns and "Taj 
then is not their Obligation greater to ſerve hi? 

Eleuthe. Their very Station and Rank, is their Patent 
Exemption ; in ſhort, they have no time: For you muſt 
low a Gentleman Ten Hours for Sleep, a Quarter for his} 
vate Affairs; Two Hours to ſaunter from the Stable to! 
Dog-kennel ; Three for Dinner, and as many for Suppe 
almoſt Six for the Tavern, Coffee-houſe and Theatre; 
that you may ſee here remains no time for God and Vertu. 

Euſeb. Your Arithmetick overbalances your Chriſtianity. | 
not ridiculous (I mean impious) to take the length of a M 
Duty by his Practice, to argue from Fa# to Right, and 
pene Tranſgreſſion to witneſs for the Breach of a Precef 

ou have carv'd out a Gentleman's Time exactly enout 
ut not juſtly ; and I doubt much whether he will Rand to 
in the next World tho' he may perchance in this. God | 
'em watch and pray in the Goſpel ; and St. Paul in his Epi 
recommends Sobriety and Chaſtity, Now I think Men! 
dom watch or pray while they ſleep, and as ſeldom learn ® 
briety in Taverns, or Chaſtity in Brothels, or Morality | 
profligate Converſation ; tell me then not what Gentlew 
do, but what they ſhould do, which in ſhort is this: 
2 ee 
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ry have but one Aﬀair to manage, which is their Salvation, 
im ll their Thoughts and Actions muſt look that way ; if 
Boll Motion warps from this Center, they ſwerve from their 
Lally ; they mu baulk Appetite, not gratifie it ; and either 
e Paſſions or fetter them; they muſt be humble in Proſ- 
Iuk ty, and great in Adverſity (i. e.) they muſt bear that 


Moderation, this without Clamours or Impatience ; they 
ſt rather forfeit their Lives than Conſcience, and poſtpone 
aſure to their Duty. Theſe are the Offices of Gentlemen: 
Men were plac'd in this World to cultivate Vertue, and 
njoy the Fruit of it hereafter ; though they labour and 
at from the Cradle to the Coffin, to advance their temporal 
cerns, they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their 
pineſs ; they are Strangers to themſelves, and only Gueſts 
heir own Houſe ; they —_ continually, yet do no- 
g, and are laborioufly Idle. Tell me not then of Sleep, 


s, Horſes, Hounds, Taverns, and Play-bouſes ; theſe things 
mah ſome grains of Allowance, may be permitted Gentlemen 
LW muſcments and Diverſions, but not as Buſineſs ; their 


figeſs, their Grand Concern, and their only Concern, is 
s Service, and their Salvation; and if they ſquander the 
cious Moments of Time he has afforded them, they abuſe 
Gift and the very End of their Creation. 

leuthe, You are warm, methinks, and preſs very hard on 
ality ; But I ſuppoſe you are only in the Vein of Bantering, 


ent intend to ſhew how well you can manage an ill Cauſe, 
wid that Wit and Declamation can ſometimes ſupply the 
11s Nee of Reaſon and Argument; thou artexcellently qualified 
to i the Pulpit ; thou haſt Words and Invecti ves at Command; 
pe chee off with thy Jump, and on with a Caſock; thou wilt 
e; 


down Vice at an unmerciful Rate, and talk Debaucher 
of Countenance ; no Sin will ftand thee, no Herefie at 
nt thee ; but by the by, Euſebius, you are ſubject to flip 
ell as your Neighbours ; and ſometimes your Paſſion 
s ſo faſt, that it diſtances your Reaſon : For I think you 
nt that the bare Obſervation of God's Commandments 


nou! carry a Man to Heaven, what then have we to do with 
d tour Works of Supererogation, Mortification, and Auſteriti- 
d bg The very Word implies Counſel only, not a Precept, and 
Epi Conſequence no Obligation. | 


%. 1 grant what you defire, but then I muſt add, that 
ahout theſe Works of Supererogation, as you call 'em, 
ell never keep thoſe Commandments. You can't hit a 
Wk unleſs you level higher. Gravity ſinks the Arrow un- 
: WO the firſt Line of Direction in Spight of the Impulſe. This 


18 
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is our Caſe, Nature draws towards the Center, no leſs t 
Weight; tis wanton and libertine, and loves to range in 
Latitude of ſenſual Pleaſure, not within the Compaſs of 
and Regularity. Now if you looſe the Rein, and give it 
whole [ine of Duty to play in, *twill break through that 
ſtraint, and carry you beyond it, For let me tell you, Aj 
tite is not careſſed into Duty, but beaten into it, and f 
ons are not to be tam'd by Condeſcendence, Like the 
bile, the more Liberty you give em, the more they 

they muſt be dieted and brought low, otherwiſe they! 
in your Face. In fine, if you will not have em ask what 
unjuſt, refuſe 'em what is lawful ; befides, Indulgence ; 
'em, it gives em a Proſpe& of their own Power and 
Weakneſs ; and then if each ſingle one be a Match ta 
Gyant, who can reſiſt the whole Band drawn up in a Bot 
You boggle at great Sins, but ſwallow little ones witl 
Scruple or Remorſe; you ſhut your Ears againſt the iny 
Calls of God's Grace, and — with his Inſpirations. 
theſe things are petty __ s with your Maker ; they 
Contempts and Diſreſpects, though not Treaſons. Inj 
they are Sins. Now, whoſoever dare look a little Sin in 
Face without Horrour, will ſoon commit great ones 

Pleaſure ; for they are both really Sins, and muſt be rep 
ed of ; the Difference lies only in the Greatneſs on the 
fide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. When Marius 
ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt not look the 

my in the Face; their Gygantick Stature and Barbarow! 
pect cow'd the Roman Bravery : But when they had belt 
theſe barbarous Germans three Days from the Camp, til 
Spirits reviv'd, and their congealed Courage began to cit 
late through every Vein ; they not only fought 'em, but 
vercame. Jul ſo a Man Educated in the Principles of Ci 
ſtianity, cannot think of the Breach of a Commandm 
without Trembling, without Convulſions; but then heli 
into trivial Commiſſions : At firſt, a Damp ariſes over 
Stomach, he is crop-fick, uneafie, he continues on his Col 
and Conſcience begins to ſlumber ; its Reproaches are fal 
its Stings ſcarce perceptible ; Cuſtom flings in a Doſe of 
um, and then it falls into a Lethargy ; and when Man is os 
arrived at this pitch of Inſenſibility, he boggles at no In 
ety ; he breaks through God's Commands, and will { 
ſtorm Hell to ſatisfie Paſſion. From whence comes this, 


from your Principle, That Gentlemen are not tied up to Vertue, t 
tience, Humility ? For did ſuch Gentlemen mortifie App | 
t 


9 


t 
and cruſh Senſuality in the Cradle; did they place a „ 
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sfactions in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Will, 
never allow Nature and Senſes any Play-days, they would 
have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, nor left all in 
mon to Licentiouſneſs; they had never made their Incli- 
ons their Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole Boundaries of their 
ons: For that Aphoriſm is moſt true, Nemo repento fit tur- 
us, no Body jumps into ill on the ſuddain ; Negligence 
Diſtruſt weaken God's Commands, before we venture te 
k em. Now ſuppoſing all Men are _—_ to Virtue, 
— follows, that this Obligation lies harder on 
ItLeMmen, . 
rſt, * lie more in the reach of Temptation, than Peo- 
of an inferiour Rank; more in view of the Enemy; their 
umſtances then require Vigilance; they muſt ſtand Cen- 
, and place Out- Guards for fear of a Surprize, A poor 
that can ſcarce furniſh Neceſſaries for Life, has neither 
eans nor Thought to pamper Luxury ; Nature is work'd 
n, and rather cries out for Reſt 2 eaſure. In ſhort, 
an ſcarce Live, much leſs Riot; Pride can't. come at 
In , it muſt paſs through Muck, Smoak, and Penury to 
min him. Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to ftoop ſo 
it loves not to lie on a Dunghil, or ſleep on Straw ; and 
epa that daily ſees and feels nothing but Want and Miſery, 
he t be mad before he can be proud, or grow vain upon any 
7 8 Preſumption : Befides, Appetite is ſo kept under b 
s eflity, that it can ſcarce Kine. ; its very Deſires reach 
Noh higher than Bread to ſubdue Hunger ; and Cloaths to 
beige off Cold, and veil Nakedneſs. No ill Object paſſes 
 WDugh the poor Man's Eyes into the Heart; they draw in 
g pecies, but thoſe of Beaſts and Dunghils ; ſo that what- 
8 they behold is either rebating or innocent. In fine, they 
j below Temptation; and like a ſmall diſmantled Village, 
Fr worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen ſtand the Mark of every 
111 tation, the World, the Fleſb, and the Devil, ſeem to have 
er Nerd a tripple League againſt them; they are mark'd out 
15 a Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in the midſt of Plague 
1 Infection, and can't take one Step without meeting Dan- 
nor breath without taking in Contagion ; the World 
re ns on them; Paſſions revolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to 
| 10 are them; fine Sights debauch the Eyes, Muſick the 
"Ws, Ragou's the Taſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe Prin- 
es the Underſtanding ; Wine heats the Paſſions, and De- 
es put em in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet 
Neu all fides ; each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſſaults 
Sit Innocence. Now, what way can he come off with Victory? 
| | e 


— 
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He muſt raiſe Counter- Batteries, and diſmount thoſe Engin 
that play upon him; he muſt make a Salley, and face Prillif t] 
with Humility, Luxury with Continency, Intemperam = 
with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure with that of Duty: i 
Morals as well as Phyficks Contraries alone defeat Contrarie fl. 
Does not Nature tell us, as well as Experience, that when t 
Attack is brisk and hong the Place will infallibly be t 
ken, unleſs the Defendant beat off Force with Force, a 
tire out the Aſſailants with Reſolution. 
Secondly, The Faults of the baſer ſort of Mankind are Pen 
nal. They never ſpread ; like an Apoplexy they ſtrike but on 
the Miſchief ends where it begun, and one Life ſatisfies im 
Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes become Univerſal, like tif 
Plague, 2 ſweep away whole Families, and drive Mor 
lity and Deſolation before em. For the Vulgar are an api: 
Generation, they live on Imitation and are carried away 
the Example of Great ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Mi 
tion of the ſuperior ; ſo that if a Maſter throws his Vices 
mong the Family they are ſoon pick'd up, and wore as Roll 
of Honour. For Servants that know their Fortune deped 
on a Maſter's Smile, will not eafily diſpleaſe him. They of 
every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, and ſtrike in with his 
clination : They applaud his Extravagancies firſt, and the 
adopt them by Practice. And thus by this abominable Con 
plaiſance, Slaves oftentimes work themſelves into their 
fter's Favours, and not ſeldom into their Eſtates and Digi 
ties. And then when Vice is ſo extravagantly rewarded, bot 
with Eſtate and Pleaſure, when a Man can debauch himie 
into a competent Fortune, without other Charges or Expend 
than that of Conſcience, tis odds he'll venture on the Ente 
prize. Befides, Sins ſupported with Eſcutcbeon and Title pal 
tor Grandeur: Nay, and Vice at the Head ofa pompous N 
tinue 1s often miſtaken for Vertue. For the Vulgar judy 
by the Eyes, not by Reaſon ; and whatever appears gut 
they conclude good, as if Glittering and Value were SynonW+ 
mous. Who has ſpread this Illufion through the whole M 
of theſe Morals, but the Nobility ? Gentlemen therefore, 
fides the direct Obligation of Obedience they owe to Gd 
they lie under a collateral one of Charity towards their Nei 
bours, and by conſequence, their Failings carry Scandal alu 
with 'em, as well as Diſobedience ; ſo that every Crime tbe 
commit may be call'd Legion. | 
Eleuthe. "Tis time to take a little Breath, you'll overbs 
your Lungs and diſcompoſe your Fabrick, But pray, Sit, 
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in favour, are Maſters Gaolers exefficio? or muſt they be Bail 
their Servants good Behaviour? 
W-./cb. No, but then they muſt not be their Murderers. 
Eleutbe. Why, I ſuppoſe you don't intend to caſt ſcandalous 
flections upon the whole e on of Maſters? Have a care, 
y may bring an Action of Calumny againſt you; tis dan- 
ous for a Single Man to engage with — 
Euſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I ſay you ſtab Souls; 
his be not Murder, tis ſomething worſe; and if our Laws 
e no Cognizance of it, God's do. 
Eleutbe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to their 
Wmily, as N. N. did; they muſt on with the Surplice and Tp- 
and preach to the Text of Fifthly, Beloved, is it ſo? Is our 
ther gone aſtray ? Tea, verily to Perdition. 
Euſeb, Laughing and Drollery are great Reliefs at a non plus. 
ave often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when their Stock of 
aſon was laid out, extream laviſh of ſuch Impertinencies. 
ave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but preach within your own 
Walls; at leaſt by puny This is more perſwaſi ve than 
prds ; tis within your Sphere, within the Liberties of your 
ee and Obligation too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own A- 
ainations under a Cover; let them not take Air, they'll 
more eaſie on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; 
you'll not couple together the Office of Chaplain and Ma- 
r, don't that of Gentleman and Devil. | 
1onEleuthe. I perceive b your Diſcourſe, that Gentlemen will 
t gain your good Will, unleſs they put on Fetters, and fee 
Wir Keepers, Slavery is not ſo valuable a Bleſſing, as to be 
Wrchas'd. People often buy Liberty, but ſeldom Chains. I 
Wit ſtand forſooth upon Reſervedneſs and Ceremony with 
W Lacquey or Groom, put a Reſtraint upon my Freedom, 
re up my Mouth, and ſtifle Mirth, or elſe cry out, Jack, 
* Favour ! Or pray be not ſeandaliz'd ! Is not this to put Fack 
che Coach, and perch my Lord behind it? to place Tom in 
We Pariour, and bind over Right Worſvipful to the Kitchen ? In 
ort, Speculation and Theory may approve your Morals, 
Wattice cannot. We hire Men's Service; not their Devotion. 
GolFE#/eb. Very well, according to your Caſuiſtry, Precedents 
2 the Standard of Right, and then in the ſame Figure and 
ode it follows plain enough, that becauſe Men damn them- 
„ves, they do it juſty, and we are eternally miſerable by 
w. The Conſequence is Logical enough, but not too Chri- 
In. However, if Hell have ſuch wonderful Charms, run 
o its Embraces: But remember there is no Return; and 


fore you jump, elſe you may condemn your Folly, 
| ut 
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but not amend it. Quick Reſolutions are ſoon repented. 

Eleutherius aroſe in a Heat, and walked about the Room, 
Pulſe beat high, and one might read the Trouble of his Mind on 
Cheeks, | | 

Eleutbe. I love not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the 8 
rits, disjoint Converſation, and clog Freedom. Spleen beg 
'em, Melancholy nurs'd em, and Envy recommended the 
to the Pulpit: For I find thoſe Men are the great Compu 
ons of Vertue; that are not able to be vicious; and holy | 
claim moſt againſt Pleaſure, that are paſt enjoying it. 1 
theſe falſe Devotees will needs impoſe on Gentlemen, 2 
ſet their Impotence as a Law for others. Ro 

Euſeb, Look ye, there is no harm done; you are till Mak 
of your Practice, though neither of us can command Prin 
ples ; theſe come not within the Precin& of your Liberty 
are neither ſabje&t to Change or Alteration ; Semper idem, 
their Motto. In a Word, Sir, I mould not my Diſcourſe 
an Humoriſt's Inclination, but to the Rules of Truth. Jud 
ment and Conviction move my Tongue, not Adulation. | 
have impoſed on you, unmask the Impoſture ; if not, | 
good Humour run in its ordinary Channel. To ſtrike in wit 
a Patient's Diſeaſe, is not Kindneſs but Cruelty ; and I 
lieve you had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with Coloquin 
than to be ſent into the next World with Fuleps. 

Eleutbe. It's true, but I would not be debarred of Elbo 
Room, not willingly fit in the Stocks, or beawed by a Groo 
or 2 Foot-Boy. 1 would not bid Defiance to Conſcience, 1 
War upon the Almighty. I am willing to condeſcend to1 
Agreement upon Honourable Conditions. 

Euſeb. What? Will you and upon Terms with your 
ker! and Article with your Creator? id eſt, you'll vouchſil 
to be his Servant, provided he takes off all Reſtraint fr 
Nature, and give you leave to live at Diſcretion ? Fye, ff 
Eleutherius, you are too weak to grapple with the dan 
tent, when he commands, you muſt _— 

* FEleuthe. Right, when he commands; the Queſtion is nt 
de jure, but de facto, not whether he can command theſe Trift 
ou ſpoke of, but whether he has commanded 'em. For | 

ort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vertue and Vice, and j. 
we {carce know what we wou'd be at. For what one Coul 
try approves, another condemns; and what deſerves the Hal 
ter under one Elevation, merits a Patent under another. Ti 
Lacedemonians rank'd ſubtil Thefts among the Vertues, 20 
puniſh'd your clumfie Lurchers ; as if 6 Sin confiſted! 
the Diſcovery alone. In other Places it's an Act of Piet! ö 
p cel 
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heartily on a deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable 
ie to deliver a Father over to the Mercy of Worms. 
Wb. What do you mean? 

the, I mean, that Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, 
ue and Vice, lie much in Fancy and Education ; that 
cy and Cuſtom coin theſe different Notions. Why elſe 
e ſame thing Good under one Meridian, and Evil under 
her? Popery in Italy, France and Spain, is voted Ortho- 
- in England Heterodox. Beyond Seas Faſting and Celiba- 
re Meritorious, in England Celibacy is Superſtitious, Vain 
Hypocritical. So that in Conclufion, Good and Bad vary 
the Climate, and by Conſequence take their Being from 
ination, Intereſt, or Civil Authority, unleſs you'll ſay that 


ed, 
2 
n 


rin lens Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. 

erte. No doubt, you have harangued ancellendly on the 
m, Ne of Libertiniſm ; why don't you confound all Religions, 
rſe Mell as all Actions? : ; 
Jud. I believe he does: For if Vertue and Vice differ only 
i ame, Faith and Infidelity may eaſily be reconciled, and 
ot, 1 Mabometiſim may be put in as good Pretenſions to Revela- 


as Chriſtianity. 
+, Prithee Eleuiberius, talk no more of Faith, of Church, 
eligion; thy Breath ſmells rank enough to fly-blow 
h, and to taint the Goſpel. 
uthe, Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon me. Pray let our 
Converſation be more palatable. 
eb. By all means; we'll talk of Wine, Women, and Venſon- 
5; theſe are palatable Topicks for Epicures and Scavin- 
but not for Gentlemen and Chriſtians. 
utbe. Gentlemen, your humble Servant. | 
eb. You ſee, Neander, Eleutberius's univerſal Practice, 
n up in ſhort 3; can Blindneſs, Stupidity and Madneſs 
igher? Like crowned Victims theſe unhappy Creatures 
noirle and ſing under the fatal Stroke without Concern, with- 
denſe of the Danger! They laugh and droll one Moment, 
is 0FÞegin the next to weep Lternally, Oh Frenzy ! They 
ing in full Speed in the broad Way to Perdition, and will 
For i be told x 1 ſpur to Heaven ! What Notions have theſe 
Jef the other World, who live ſo madly in this ! Surely 
Couſf fanſie the Soul flaſhes into 3 when the Body 
e Hiltnto Duſt, and that they die like Beaſts, they live ſo like 
That Let theſe are your well bred Gentlemen, your Men 
s, Arts and Merit: And indeed one muſt have extraordinary 
{ted ling to compliment our ſelves into Hell; one muſt be 
ot ey to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to contrive our 01 
ee g tern 
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an ungrateful Journal of his Vices. The unhappy Gen 


_ « this Faculty be really blin 


ternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſly. But Lein they will not 
fit by our Inſtructions, let us, Neander, by their Stupid 
We'll leave them to themſelves ; their Vices can't damn 
both Glory and Puniſhment are Perſonal ; we have made 
Day's Werk of it; to Morrow we'll proſecute tlie ſy 


Subject. 


DIALOGUE V. 
A PxostcuTION os the ſame SUBJECT. 


hy Leutberius at his Return to his Lodging, grew une 
« and ſullen ; the late Diſcourſe had alarm'd his Fa 
« and awak'd his Conſcience, which began in g 
« Earneſt to call him to an Account, and flung before 


« man was acquainted with ſuch Reproaches, he ſcarce 
« derſtood the Language, and found in himſelf no Inclinat 
© to learn it. He thought he had treated Conſeience io 
« it would not have the Confidence to return; and ind 
c for ſeveral Years he heard no News of it; which f 
« him ſuſpect it was deteaſed, or had taken a Turn to 
« [dies for Diverſion. | 
* So that he knew not what to make of theſe unuſual | 
<« pes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt he ſuſpel 
« Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan; and cried out 
« Divine and Exorciſm, For my (laid he) can't Potions 
« jure up from Hell the Devil of Fear, as well as Phil 
&« raiſe the Fury of Love? But he ſoon confeſs'd, the De 
« Buſineſs was to deaden Remorſe, not to quicken it; to 
© Conſcience, not to proveke it into Clamours and Reproa 
« Though Zuſebius had argued down the Gentleman“ 
© derflanding, he made no Impreſſion upon his Will ; tho 
it affects Command, and 
« dom fails to uſurp the Government entail'd on N 
« whenever it's ſeconded by the Rebellious Mobile of 
« Paſſions. Hence it comes, that our Judgment genen 
« ſtrikes in with our Inclination, and ſeldom pronounct* 
« gainſt our Intereſt and Pleaſure, , _ 
<4. Fleutherins had been train'd up in the wild Principle 
« Libertiniſm ; and having taſted the Sweetneſs of an 
« controuled Liberty, he found in himſelf no Propenfio” 
« enſlaye his Reaſow to the Rules of Revelation, nor his 
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Fce, to the Laws ot Morality ; wherefore he brib'd his 
I to over-reach his Reaſon, and very eagerly helpt on the 
_ His Endeavour proved ſucceſsful ; for in Spight 
f Conviction he queſtioned the Arguments of Euſebius, 
nd laid his late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abili- 
es, not on the Force of his Adverſaries Reaſons: and now 
is Conſcience began to ſpeak in a lower Tone ; it up- 
raided him with a fainter Accent and a kind of Reſpect 
or did he doubt, but a ſecond Conference would ſend it 
pain beyond Sea; but he would not leave the Cauſe to 
is own Management, but pitch upon his Friends, a Bariſter 
d a Courtier, whom he ſuppoſed to be mighty Wits, be- 
uſe they laught at Piety zo Scandal. The Defign was laid 
zndſomely, and had a promitng Aſpect ; for though the 
zwyer managed his ill Tongue, the other was excellent 
his Weapon, and fo might puſh on the Cauſe with 2 
zel Point, as well as with a brazen Forehead. 
Eleutherius next Morning defired Euſebius to favour him 
ith a Viſit in the Evening; he promiſed to meet him at 
$s Houſe, and put off Neandey till the next Day. He went 
the time appointed, but found only Eleutherins's Lad 
home. She received Euſebius with Civility, and defired 
m to expect her Husband's Return. 
She was a Lady of the Town, an Admirer of Eaſe, and 
Mortal Enemy to Conſtraint, One Part of the Morning 
e lay in her Bed, the other ſhe ſat at her Toylet. She 
nt the Evening either in receiving Viſits, or returning 
u. Her Wit run before her Judgment, but her Tongue 
anc'd both. In fine, her Thoughts ſoared not an Inch 
dve Earth. She was wedded to the World, enchanted 
th the Preſent, and unmindful of the Future. 5 
After ſome uſual Civilities, Pray, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) give 
> leave to enquire what paſs'd between my Husband and 
u Yeſterday, he return'd in Diſorder, I hope there was 
Blood drawn. | | 
b. None: My Duelling Days, Madam, are paſt, my 
d has ſlept ſome Years in the Scabbard, and nothing but 
traordinary Occaſion ſhall releaſe it from that Confine- 


* 


dy. Perchance, you bled his Pocket; Bleeding is ſenſible 
ne Conſtitutions in that Vein; and I have ſeen Perſons, 
would let out ſeven Ounces of Blood with fewer Gri- 
. * one of Silver. And indeed ee is of this 
„our, his Money and Patience go together. n | 
; bs F * Boſh 0 
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has fallen upon a more convenient Road, and intend to! 


Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, not in Play, 
I ſuppoſe he took Pet, becauſe we could not agree upon 
Point in Queſtion. 3 

Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir; he and I play at Croſs Quel 
every Day ; nay, we ſeldom are of the ſame Opinion : 
you would take him for a Dove without Gall, without Paſli 
yea, without Senſe, he bears my Humour ſo tamely : 
tainly you diſcuſs'd a Matter of Importance, to talk himi 
ſuch an extraordinary Diſtemper. May I be ſo rude, a 
ask you the Subject of your Converſation ? 

Euſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether the Gentry 
not obliged to practiſe Chriſtian Vertues; and whether 
Precept, be perfect, falls not as heavy on Lords and Ladis 
on Valets de Chambres and Waiting Women ? Eleutberius main 
ed the Non-obligation, and treated me with Heat and Paſ 
becauſe I would not give up the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Ern 

Lady. Indeed, Sir, I do not enter into Men's Concerns, 
I am of Opinion, that Precept reaches not our Sex. | 
Conſtitution is delicate, ſoft and anattempting, more fit for 
than Labour, and more inclinable to Pleaſure than Pain. 
fides, Liberty is our Favourite, and Conſtraint our m 
Fnemy. The very Name of a Precept chills our Blood, 
the Obligation of a Command is an invincible Tempt: 
to tranſgreſs it. God therefore ſeeing our Nature unapt 
Burden, cannot ſurely overcharge it with Prohibition 
Commands. | — 

Euſeb, But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preteni 
for Heaven ; you hope to enjoy God in the next Work 
well as his Creatures in this. 

Lady. I'll endeavour to be happy here, and hope to b 
hereatter. Surely, Sir, you don't take me for a Faponeſe W 
out Soul, without Expectation of a Future State ? | 

Euſeb, No, Madam ; but of too much Liberty of Princ 
and Education too. But pray, how will you find God 
leſs you feek him? And how will you be received into! 
ven at your Death, unleſs you prepare the Way to jt by 
tue in your Lite ? 

Our Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that the 
to Heaven is narrow and uneven : Perchance your Lady! 
thither in a Coach and Six. SLES | 

Lady. I ſeek his Will in the Bible, and his Preſence il 
G | | 

Euſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? Alas, Madam 
Knowledge of God's Commands will not fave you Ly 

U 
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pole many mourn in Hell, who ſometimes viſited the 
rch on a Sunday. You know, Madam, the greateſt part 
human Actions are of themſelves Indifferent, and take 
Value from the Intention: They muſt be directed to 
I's Honour, to benefit our Souls ; and tend to his Glory, 
orward our Salvation. May 1 be ſo bold, as to entreat 
Lady ſhip to favour me with a brief Account of the Me- 
| you uſe in the Oblation of your Actions? 

dy. Sir, I have not yet reſolved on a Confeſſor; I own 
ch Obligation; and I am not diſpoſed to Works of Super- 
ation; and therefore you muſt not expect to ſound my 
cience, or to read my Thoughts. 

ſeb. I confeſs, I am not quite furniſh'd for the Employ- 
of Direction; and I had rather be condemn'd to the driv- 
pf Lyons, than to be leading of Beata's. But however 
g you are pleas'd to refuſe me the Favour I demanded, 
ill let me * leaſt if I can hit on your Method. 
Omnipotent Eternal God! for thy ſake I intend to de- 
te every Action of this Day to the World, without leav- 
one Thought for Heaven. My only Care ſhall be to 
e none, and my only Study to avoid Solicitude. I'II 
tter in Silks and Silver, and hang Lordſhips in my 


rs; tho? wy Sons become Laqueys, My Daughters Cbam- 
maids, and my Husband faſts out my Bravery in the 
g's Bench or the Marſbalſea. I'll want nothing at Table 
8 and rather run upon Tick, than keep with- 
he Bounds of Frugality or Decency. After Dinner I'!! 
er give or return Viſits, and entertain the Company at 
Expence of Modeſty and Charity. And in the Eve- 
g Fl drive to Hide- Park, and from thence ſtrike off to 
all or a Comedy. T'll pleaſe thoſe Gallants, who pleaſe 
; and ſmile on thoſe, who extol my rare Perfections. 
this, O God ! I offer up, &c. | 
good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter the Moft High at 
onſtrous Rate? Wauld not ſuch an Offering (like that 
n) draw down a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing. What ! 
e ſeek God by trampling upon his Commands, and 
Heaven by deſerving Hell ! Or is net this a faithful 
of your Practice? Is it not your Study, your Buſineſs, 
ly Employment to invent new Pleaſures, and then to 
em ? Now, Madam, if you dare not offer up your 
sto God, with what Face can you expect a Reward ! 
e recompence Vice, and crown Impiety ? Or have I 
deſented your Conduct? Don't you rave after Pleaſure, 
y, and Galiantry 7 . 

— E. 2 Lady. 
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Lady. What then? . 
Euſeb, St. Paul is very poſitive, That a Woman that ln 
Pleaſure, is Dead while ſhe liveth : She lives in Appearance, 
is dead in Effet; ſhe has indeed the Life of Senſe, bi 
_ of Grace, and by Conſequence will never enjoy thl- 
ory, { 

Lay. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine Apparel 
out forfeiting her Robe of Innocence? muſt ſhe riſe ft 
full Table to ſuffer Eternal Hunger ? Muſt ſhe be con 
from the Play-houſe into a Place of Torments ? Can't | 
happy in the next World, unleſs we lie continually fi 
on Racks and Tortures in this. 

Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, i 
pleaſe, upon this Point. Wo be to the Rich, to thoſe that ſe 
thoſe that laugh. You have, Madam, a plentiful Efateiſ*i 
regale your Appetite, you laugh ſometimes at your NW"! 
bour's Vareues, and as often at the Expence of his Ren 
on: Do not therefore our Saviour's Maledictions d 
your Lady ſhip? And will he receive you in the next | 
with an Euge, who ſtrikes you with a tripple Ve in this? et 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument" 
pay the declaiming Pedant : [s it a Sin to viſit the 

ouſe, to dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable Eft 
well furniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion to ſmile ? th 

Euſeb. T anſwer firſt, though theſe Actions taken in! 
are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't be ind, 
For is it lawful, do you think, to conſecrate all the Mf 
of your Life to Eaſe and Pleaſure, to careſs Paſſion, ani t 
Senſuality, to make Satisfaction the Principle and End” 
your Defires and Endeavours, and not to give Vertue , 
ry Place of an Acceſſory? What mean thoſe Precepts « p 
Denial, of Suffering, of Mortiſying the Sallies of the Fleſb ? Doi” © 
ftand for Cyphers in the Goſpel, or were they made mee 
tranſgreſs ? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Nature Wl 
its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecution, \ 
and Death to purchaſe us Grace, to be drawn from H 
to the Theatre, from thence to Balls and Feafts ? Did we 
into the World to dance Minutes and Ricadones ? to fi. 
either amorous or uncharitable ? | 

Secondly, To ſee a Play that is either innocent or inſt th 
is no Sin. But then to ſee five hundred Plays, that fron © 
Prologue to the Epilogue, are either ſtuft with Blaſphef th 
larded with Atheiſm, or embroidered with Smut and D 
dry, is a Sin. Can a Chriſtian with a ſafe Conſcien*M 
Pleaſure in hearing the Name of his Redeemer revilf 
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g every part of his crucified Saviour recrucified in horrid 
? Does a Spectator of this ſecond Crucifixion bear him 
> Reverence, than thoſe of his firſt ? Can you ſee without 
ime, Vertue brought every Evening to the Scaffold either 
riminal, or an Harlequin to be puniſh'd or hooted at ; and 
tread tne Stage firſt with Pomp, and then go off with 
ard? Is it not a Sin to countenance one? And who coun» 
ces thoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm, but thoſe who pay the 
rs and applaud the Poet. 

lo not ſay it's a Crime preciſely to dance ſometimes at a 
to ſing an Aire a-la-mode, to enjoy a fair Eſtate, to fit at 
| Table, or to wear a gaudy Mantua, if you clear Accounts 
Merchants and Taylors. But, Madam, theſe Amule- 
s are waited on by ſo violent, ſo provoking Temptati- 
that a Lady ſmitten) to Tranſport and Dotage with theſe 
ties) will certainly fall into many crying Offences, and 
onſequence draw down upon her finful Head both the 
dictions and Vengeance of our Blefled Saviour. 

r alas ] if the moſt watchful are ſometimes ſurprized, 
ot thoſe in Danger who ſleep in the very Camp of their | 
ies? If thoſe Chriſtians can ſcarce overcome the Allure- 

s of Vice, who confine themſelves to Retirement and 
ude; who check Appetite, who balk Paſſion, and cru- 
the Fleſh ; will thoſe withſtand the Attacks of Concu- 


in "ce, the Aſſaults of Satan, the fawning Charms of the 
inn d, who inflame the Blood with high Feeding, who em- 
Mon Paſſion by a criminal Condeſcendence, and fooliſhty 


> the Force of the Devil's battering Engines without the 
pur of Prayer, Humility and Mortification ? 

dy. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out ſome Work for La- 
; ſet em à Task, regulate their Employment; I ſuppoſe 
2 NW! remove us at leaſt four Miles from London, as the Go- 
ent does on Occafion Papiſts; or provide us with Wheels 
lax ; or confine us to the Dairy to make Cheeſe-Cakes and 
yds for the Family. Feel 

eb. No, Madam, Town-Air is proper for your Com- 
on. I am not for Removal into the Campaign, nor for 
ng Four Ladyſhip with the Title of Spinſtreſs ; tho? per- 
e the Law does) I am of no levelling Principles; Qua- 


tro25 Prerogatives,' and I would have you maintain em: 
t frol then if you are a Lady, you are alſo a Chriſtian, and 
phen make good the Character, id ef, you muſt love thoſe 
and | things you hate, and hate thoſe you dote on: Eaſe is 


arling, and Pleaſure your Favourite Inclination; you 
withdraw your * from the one, and pro * 
3 tne 


go 
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the other with Averſion; you pamper your Body to EA 
and careſs it almoſt to Idolatr ; you muſt treat it like 
Enemy; you muſt cut off all ſuperfluous Solicitude, 
ſtint it to what is meerly neceſſary ; your Equipage and 
niture muſt anſwer your Rank, not your Vanity; and} 
muſt meaſure em alſo by your Husband's Eſtate, as well 
by his Quality; you muſt educate your Children in the! 
of God, and give em Breeding ſuitable to their Extraction 

« Her Ladyſhip flew out into a Paſſion ; and had not 
« therivs returned in the Nick of time, Euſebius might | 
© found by Experience, that good Counſel is oftentimes 
&« received : But Eleutberius's Preſence conjured the Tem 
« He begg Euſebius s Pardon for having diſappointed i 

C 


and told him ingenuouſly, he came from beating the Di 
4e to invite two Volunteers to continue the Combat, that ac 
© refuſed to enter into Service. St 

« Pray, Sir, replied Euſebius, let the Controverſie fleq 
« have delivered my Opinion, if it jars with yours, I ca! 
N 5 it; you are your own Maſter. After ſome indiffa 
D iſcourſe, Euſebius returned home, and the next Day gu id 
« Viſit to Neander, and proſecuted his former Diſcourſe t 1 
len 
DIALO GU RE VI. e 
on 
EvusEB1vs inſiruts NEAN PER in the Duties that regam te 
NEIGHBOUR, En L 
\ 4 | 
Euſeb. Toucht briefly at our laſt Meeting the Branch te 
1 Chriſtian Duty that relates to God. I'll now us 
up the moſt Eſſential Parts of your Obligation WP"? 
wards your Neighbour. , * | a 
: 45 , let, 
Love your Neighbour, as your ſell, ſays the Text; and Our! he 
ſed Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord and Union pt 
the molt dinguiſhing Qualities of a Chriſtian, The primil rod 
Believers ſet ſuch à Value on this darling Vertue of not 
made Man, that one Heart ſeem'd to animate all their WM | 
dies, and one Soul to govern all their Actions: ſo that + 
very Heathens, who hated their Religion, admired . <1 
Charity, and were forc'd to confeſs, that nothing but a WM" D 
vine Hand could ſtrike that Heavenly Concord from ſuc od 


' Diſcord of Humours, Inclinations and Intereſts, 4 
l 8 


= 


- 
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And leſt Self. Love might reſtrain the Word Proximus, as 
Fews confine it, to Country-men, Friends and Relations, 
Saviour has been pleas'd to extend it to all Mankind; ſo 
t without Diſtinction, without Limitation, it takes in the 
ole Species. Whoſoever bears the Impreſs of God on his 
ehead, though he carry that of the Beaſt on his Heart, is 


our Neighbour. No Diſtance of Place can cut off the At- 


ty, no length of Timecan wear out the Obligation. 
or mutt this Divine Vertue only play on aur 5 or 
porate into genteel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Compliments 
pt up in Terms of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt not end in Gri- 
e Or 5 but ſtand the Teſt of Action; fine Pro- 
ations of Kindneſs too too often veil traiterous Deſigns, 
ſugar'd Words poiſonous Intentions : Nor is it a new 
achery to preſent the Olive of Peace with one Hand, and 
Stiletto with the other. ; 
I. ; 


hriſtian Charity taken in its full Latitude, implies Pre- 
s both Negative and Poſitive ; by thoſe you are molt ſeverely 
id to contrive any Miſchief againſt your Neighbour ; by 
e you are commanded to be as uſeful to him as your Cir- 
ſtances permit, and his — require. 
[ence you muſt not invade your Neighbour's Honour, nor 
te any Attempt 1 his Reputation: A good Name is 
ontemptible Treaſure ; the Wiſe Man prizes it above an 
ate; it ſets off Birth, and gives an Air even to Poverty; 
ines brighter than Wealth, and ſparkles more than all 
Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; it ſupports Grandeur, and 
tens Misfortune. A Bankrupt that has loſt his Coin, if 
das not forfeited his Honour, has a Reſource at Command. 
dugh his Fortune be fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild it 
But a Man without Honour is dead to all the Offices of 
ety and Commerce; now when his moral Capacity lies 
he Grave, his Phyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- 
pt to himſelf ; ſport for ſome, and Pity for others. 
pod has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every Individual, that 
not at our Diſpoſal ; we' can neither make over this Pro- 
y by Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or Mortgage it at Plea- 
Much lefs can any other Man lay any claim'toit. You 
y commencea Sute of Law againſt me, if you think I am 
r Debtor ; but you can't put in a Bill againſt my Honour. 
have wrong'd you, ſue for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, 
aflail not my good Name. | 
E 4 Yet, 
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7 . Yet, Good God ! with what Freedom, with what Boldn 


o we attack our Neighbour's Reputation? One would thi 


Fame, like bona adeſpota, Goods without Owner, belonged 


the Firſt Invader. | | 
Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe a. la- mode, not o 
among the Frie, but alſo among the Nobility. Our Conn 
{ations are begun and carried on at our Neighbour's Expen 
and fo we laugh and riot at Free coſt; we drag out his m 
ſecret Failings to the Bar, nay, and hall em to Execui 
without Authority, without Warrant, yea, with a great 
Crime. | | | | 
Suppoſe his Crimes were real; what then? Who made 
Judges Who Commiſſioned us to hang the Delinquent 
Naie? To proclaim on the Houſe Zope what he commit 


in his Cloſet? Though he has loſt his Honour in the Sight 


God, he ſtands fair in the Eſteem of Men, and has Right 


continue ſo, till his Crimes betray themſelves, and expoſe! 
Iniquity to the Publick: If he has done ill, God will callh 
to a ſevere Account, but we muſt not intermeddle. It's 
Duty to pity a Sinner, and to pray for him, but not tou 
only Dlad; (ies ena) tt who ants 3 oe 
only jeited, (lays one.) But why mu ay tor your | 
verſion ? Though you publiſh os e 1 Jef, 5 0 
my Reputation in Earneſt. But beſides, by this very Exc 
ou acknowledge your ſelf a Fool, to prove your Inno 
For to jeſt and to play the Fool are in Practice Synoymous. 
He is wy Enemy, (ſays another.) Did you inform the Ca 
pany of this Circumſtance, you might perchance det 
more, and fin leſs; for who believes an Enemy ? On ſuch 
Occafion all goes for Satyr and Invective. hen the He 
is out of Tune, the Tongue never goes right; but you wit 
and oyl your Darts, that they may pierce deeper. You co 
mand me to conceal your Paſſion, and then detect my L 
to ſhew me for a Monſter ; and thus you call in Artifice 
ſecond Malice, and miſuſe your Wit, to ruine an Innocel 


and toenhance your Guilt, 


* 


But why am I your Enemy? Becauſe I would not refol 
to be your Dope: ou ſet Traps to enſuare me; I diſcoven 
the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: And thus you ti 
the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, becauſe you wanted Pe 


er to affront my Perſon. 


Yet, though I am your Enemy, you are not, I ſuppoſe, 
Infidel. If I have failed in my Duty, muſt you betray ya 
for Company? You are a Chriſtian, and muſt therefore * 


ther forget or forgive, My Impiety cannot 1 ry 
| even 


r 
4 
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7enge is cauſa major, and only belongs to the Court of the 
ſt High. At his Bar alone we muſt plead our Cauſe, and 
n his upright Judgment we muſt expect Redreſs. 

h, Dear, Neander ] let us turn our Eyes homeward, and 
ine our own Conduct; we may perchance find there 
ter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance. Here we may 
ne without DetraCtion, and condemn without Sin. But 
both mean and unchriſtian, (like Flies) to hover about 
Neighbour's Stores. Put a Centinel over your Tongue; 
a ſlippery Member; Nature has framed it for Motion, 
Malice has fitted it for any Miſchief ; a Child can ſet it 
nning, but all the force of Reaſon, all the checks of Con- 
ce are not able to ſtop it in its Career. | 

ut above all things he cautious and tender of Ladies Re- 


dny 
thi 


abi tions: A Woman's Honour, like her Sex, is ſoft com- 
pht&ion'd ; the very Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a Touch 
we ies it in Pieces. Wounds made by the Tongue, (like the 
11 iWng of Crocodiles) are above the healing Virtue of Balſam, 


the Skill of Surgery. Quod dentibus laceravit, nunquam ſa- 
r. An indiſcreet Word bolted out at random, without 
gn, without Malice, oftentimes ſtabs the Fame of the Fe- 


ur Ne Sex, and every Wound is Mortal. 
u y Blood has often curdled in my Veins, when I heard 
xcW@tlemen magnifie their infamous Conqueſts, and raiſe cruel 


phies on the Ruins of Women's Honour: I had not Pa- 
ce to hear the Bra vades, nor Power to hinder em. What 


C theſe People bluſh at, (thought I) who proclaim their 
JetrWmy, and promulge their Shame? Certainly they muſt, 
ach Wk it a fine thing.to be a Monſter, why elſe do they triumph 
Heßgewdneſs, and ſport with Debauchery? 

| wh heſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended ; if 


u coy, can Fanſie frame any thing more diſingenuous, more dia- 
cal, than firſt to wheedle a Lady out of her Innocence, 
then to proſtitute her Honour to the wanton Caprice of 
noc lub of Rebrobates, who will not fail to diſcover her 
me at the next Rendezvous, and to multiply their own 
es by lampooning hers ? Here is a Brace of Sins, both 
overall ſtrong of Malice, both forebode Damnation. 
u ta pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Die; 'tis 
more formidable Aſpect, ofa more gygantick Size: Here 
nocence at the Block, and Guilt commits the Murder. 
know in the next World God will call to a moſt ſevere 
; youlFount theſe Chriſtian Canibals, that welter in Blood, and 
ore e tamiſh'd Wolves) worry their own Species. But I would 
the Wiſdom of the Nation make ſome Proviſion againſt 
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fuch hrptal, ſuch inhuman Attempts. Why ſhall a Hos 
way-min tang for taking my Purſe, and a Rake goſh v 
Puniſh'f, who invades my Honour? Why ſhall a = " OL 

à Woman's Body be revenged with an Halter, and Viol 

upon her Fame be rewarded with Applauſe ? If the Fall th 
be Greater, why are not the Puniſhments at leaſt Eu ral 
Why is there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue as well uit 
the Hands? Is it becauſe it's leſs capable of Diſcipline? ME; 
muſt the Greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea for Impuniſ / 
Becauſe this puny petulant Member commits more diſmal Mt 
mes than our whole Body, muſt it enjoy a more uncontrel | 
Liberty ? I would have theſe Beaſts of Prey forc'd out f 
vageneſs and Cruelty by Law and Diſcipline ; they ſho, 
be clapt in the Pound, or cooled with an hot Iron: or at wit 
we ſhould keep in Pay a Brigade of Hunters to ferret he 
Defamators, and to clear the Nation of this noxious VermiWſtic 
as once we did of Wolves: But I fear the Diſtemper is lib! 
Cure; thoſe who are infected carry the Contagion to WMſror 
Grave. Not one in a thouſand repents. rt 
Nean. Why ſo ? Is Detraction one of thoſe Sins that = 
neither pardoned in this Life nor the other? True Sf. 
is a Catholicon, an uniyerſal Slave for all the Wound tic 
Conſcience. vel] 
Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omnipoten pre 
it diſarms Divine Juſtice, and turns God into Mercy, . u 
then it muſt be true, real, ſincere. Now, do ye think, tie \ 
Men of Honour (as they are pleas'd to ſtile themſelves) wi tal 
ever reſolve to Repair a ruin'd Reputation at the Expene er 
their own. ? Will they ſet a disjointed Fame at their len 
Charge? No, no! : | | . ang 
Nean. Can't I re-inftate a Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion of ng 
Honour, without forfeiting my own ? Expreſs your M har 
clearer, I conceive not what you would be at. | eſs 
Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and therefore up] 
the Laws of God and Nature the Offender lies under an m 
diſpenfible Obligation of indemnifying the injur'd Pet nu 
Non remittitur peccatum, donec reſtituatur ablatum. Now che Mha 
tracter rifles his Neighbour's Honour, he blafts his Repuißg ve 
on, he muſt therefore make good the Loſs ; and as WF G 
Tongue is guilty of the Theft, ſo it muſt make Satisfactii ore 
For the Wounds of Honour are only heal'd by the Inliua: 
ment that made em. The Criminal muſt acknowledge ali 
Fault, he muſt confeſs that Paſſion run away with his Reaſo0Wtan 
that Malice carried him beyond his Duty, and Truth all the 
that what he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, was batch'0 WF E 
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own Brain, or taken upon Credit; and if a bare Aſſevera- 
will not do the Work, he muſt back his Confeſſion with 
Oath. 
ran. This is ſevere : What, muſt a Gentleman give him- 
the Lye? Fleſh and Blood cannot practiſe ſuch rigorous 
rals; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe ; and if your 
uiſtry be Orthodox, it's eaſier for a Camel to paſs through 
Eye of a Needle, than for a Detractor to enter into Heaven. 
uſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaſt Sin is a greater Evil, 
the greateſt Infamy ; and I hold it much more eaſie to 
for an Aſperſion, than to burn for it Eternally. 
ean. Don't Men charge « to the Cannon's Mouth to gain 
our, and leave their Bodies in the Breach to be carried 
with Applauſe ? Nay, do they not oftentimes march up 
he Out-works of Hell, to maintain their purchaſed Re- 
ation ? Can you therefore think, that thoſe Bravoes, who 
ble more at the. Shadow of a Diſgrace, than at all the 
rors of Damnation, will buy Pardon at the Expence of 
r Honour ? | 
yſeb, The Queſtion (Dear Neander) is not what Men do, 
what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. Were 
ice the Standard of Duty, we might reform the Goſpel, 
vell as the Kalendar; we might turn thoſe Woes God 
pronounced againſt Injuſtice, Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
, upon Juſtice, Sobriety and e For it's certain 
eVertues are inviſible in Practice, and thoſe Vices are too 
faſhionable. But, Neander, though Cuſtom and Practice 
enhance Guilt, they cannot leſſen it. | 
en are fond of Honour to Madneſs and Frenzy. It's a nol? 
angere ; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling Folly is often 
nged with Murder, But then, methinks, the Inclination 
have to conſerve our own Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Ten- 
eſs for that of our Neighbour. For have we not Reaſon 
uppoſe, he is no leſs acquainted with the Value of this 
umable Treaſure, than our ſelves, and that he would be 
nwilling to expoſe it to the Mercy of petulant 'Tongues ? 
hance, Neander, I rate it to the height of it's Worth, yer: 
ve God's Favour the Preference : One Grain of his Di- 
Grace out-weighs a Tun of. an Hector's Reputation. In 
ord, I would live an Age under the Stroaks of the moſt. 
vant Diſgrace, I would ſheath in my Breaſt all the Darts 
alice, Envy and Poverty, either to die Innocent, or Re- 
tant; for all theſe Miſeries are Fleeting and Tranfitory ; 
the Reward of Vertue, and the Puniſhment of Vice are 
N Eternal, If therefore your Men of Honour will _— 
| an 


* 
+... cub did 


8 The GENTLEMAN InsrRUCTED. 


ſtand by their Crimes, than Recant, I would have em trait 
up in the Diſcipline of Bedlam ; A Switch is the bot | 
medy againſt Madneſs, | 

Befides, why is an humble Confeflion a degrading Satig 
ion ? The Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; how then 
the Duty lie under Reproach ? If the Profeſſion be honou 
ble, the Płactice of it cannot be ſhameful. Why then do 
tremble at Shadows, and run from Monſters that take th 
Deformity from Imagination ? , 

I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good Nam 
why ſhould I be aſhamed to heal it? Sin fhauld be wait 
on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe; and Repentance ſhai 
be accompanied by Glory; but by a ſtrange Legerdemain t 
Devil has turn'd the Tables, and tack'd Shame to this, 
Impudence to that: But however, Repentance is an how 
Act; it's worthy of a Man, and the indiſpenſible Dea 
Chriſtian ; why then ſhould it fear a Witneſs ? The Dif 
ence between good and ill Men lies not in the Eſteem of 
tue, but in the Practice; for both equally value it. But 
firſt only poſſeſs it, becauſe the others will not go tot 
Charge of procuring it. 

Nean. Pray, is not Fear a clowniſh Vice; a Female We 
neſs? Does it not fit ungenteely on Quality? Now what 6 
bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and clap him on his Kung 
with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, but this mean Paſſion 
Euſeb. You are miſtaken ; Cowardice and Fear are 'neitl 
Synonymous in Philoſophy, nor Morals : That is alway 
Vice, this is often a . When Prudence comma 
Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly : It's Cowardice tot 
ſpond and fink under a Danger, that Valour can ſubdue ; | 
it's Raſhneſs to engage with one above the Strength of 
man Force. Has then a Gentleman leſs Courage, becat 
he trembles at the impartial Juſtice of an enraged Deity 71 
cauſe he dares not wreſtle with the Omnipotent, or fia 
the ſhock of his Fury ? Becauſe he'll rather repent than 6 
in Obſtinacy, and rather return to his Duty, than ſuffer! 
ternally for tranſgreſſing it? Neander, let not the wild No 
ons of our pretended Gentlemen be your Guides: their F 
ciples are as corrupt as their Practice, and their Reaſon is 
bad as their Conſcience. | 4x3 

Nean, Are you not a Member of the Port- Royal Club? 

Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion ? N 

Nean. I am told they are mighty Patrons de Ia morale ſt 
they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant Height, fh 
one would think God's great Prerogative, Mercy, was _- 
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e out, or extinft. Your Morals have a Flavour of Rigo- 

1 ; they are ſower, moroſe, ill-natur'd, and call for a Dram of 
arity. For look ye, Sir, Detraction (as the World goed) 

zo Phantaſm, it's a very real Thing, and keeps good m- 

y: This alone, pours Life into Converſation ; it quickens 
courſe ; without it Mirth would langui ſh, and good Hu- 

ur ſleep. I have ſeen your Seventh-form Wits, as mute, 

if their Mouths were pad-lock'd) when any ſerious and 
ocent Subject came in their Way; but when their Neigh- 
r's Conduct was brought before em, their Tongues run 
ore their Conſcience ; they would take his Life in Pieces, 
y would rip up bis Breaſt, diſſect his Thoughts, and then 
w Demonſtrations from meer Conjectures; they would 
d his Reputation about the Table, till it fell to the 
ound, and blow over it, till it ſmell as rank as the Breath 
t cauſed the Stench, and diſgorged the Infection. Not- 
hſtanding theſe People hoped to be Saved, without ſtoop- 
to the Satisfaction you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man 
leavours by Detraction and Out- rage to undermine his 
tther's Fame, and no Man ſo much as thinks of repairing 
Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dyin 
ſons as a Duty; but either as an Act of Decency, or o 
fication. Can 8 you are better informed of 2 
& Obligation than the Miniſtry? or better vers'd in Caſui- 

y than Divines ? Euſebius, let us damn no Body. 

Euſeb, I remember when ſtigmatized Villains with Narra- 
es and Diſcoveries libeled honeft Patriots into Newgate, 
| cut off their Honours and Lives with Fears and Jealou- 
s ; When they ſoweg the Innocent in Bear-Skins, and 
en ſet all the Beagles of the Faction about their Ears; 
zen they profaned Baikes:with Perjuries, and butcher 
ir Fellow-Subgects Fame at the Bar, to quarter their Bo- 
8 at Tyburn, Theſe Knights of the Poſt flung not up, I 
ppoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven: Tho? I have not ſeen 


y Recantation ; you I am ſure, unleſs God nulls all the 

ws of Nature, and calls in the Goſpel, or iſſues out under 
great Seal an fe they'll fall ſhort of their Expectation. 
big confefs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is Epidemical ; the 


ſe of Speech has ſo ſwerved from its Original Inſtitution, 
a it's become an Incumbrance and a Snare to Mankind. 
look upon the Faculty rather as a Penalty than a Preroga- 
e; and were we diveſted of it, though we ſhould be unfit 
Converſation, we might hope to be more Innocent. Now, 
ether our Calumniators hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. 
WL” apt to believe their Religion and Conſcience are of 2 


Piece, 
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Piece, and that they confine their Fears, Hopes and Def 
within the compaſs of this World : For certainly, the Dr 
6f Eternal Fire might cool their Paſſions, and check t. 

Malice. Were they perſwaded of another World, wi 
4 they not fall with more Scruple, and riſe with more Vigt 
But if they hope for Salvation without Satisfaction, t 
build on a deceitful Bottom. x 
Neander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender of 

Neighbour's Honour. Give Ear to the Voice of Nature, 

commands you to do as you would be done by + You can't chuſe} 

hear this juſt, this equitable Admonition, unleſs we ſtop 

Ears, and caſt Reaſon into a mortal Lethargy ; nay, we n 

approve the Counſel, ſo that we can neither plead Ignor: 

nor Impotence. And certainly a fick Man deſerves rat 

Laughter than * that will rather ſtruggle with a Diſe 

and groan under the Pangs of a burning Fever, than app 

Remedy. ; 

Yet after all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is not ei 
ſet; and therefore I beſeech you, to avoid a Miſchief, t 
draws after it ſuch a diſmal Conſequence. If other Men h 
2 mind to be EY miſerable, let em have that Satit 
ction; but be not ſo ill adviſed, as to wait on em. Sha 
a Man put Fire to his Houſe, or leap into a boiling Caldn 
the Frolick would ſcarce go round. Yet certainly, thoſe | 
break in upon another Man's good Name, and never reſdl 
do repair the Injury, hazard a thing more precious than 
Houſe or Life, Why therefore ſhall we retuſe to comply 

= one Caſe, and not in the other ? | 
1 Ihave made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, and laid be 
=_ gu a faint Preſpe&t of its dangerous Conſequences : But 
2vails not the Patient to know the Nature of his Diſtempt 
unleſs he be told the Remedy. I will therefore preſcribe 
Recipe, Certainly the Phyfician's Method is applicable 
Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to thoſe of the Body. 0 
muſt ſtrike at the Cauſe, before we can hope to matter i 
Effect. Now if we trace Detraction up to its Origin, | 
Mall find it ſpring from Pride and Envy: For its a kind 
Apoſteme that lies at the Heart, and breaks out at the Moutl 
Though all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, yet Detradi 
has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than ordinary. | 
the chief Ingredient of this outragious Crime ; it diſcol 

2 the Stomach, and then immediately gives the Ht 

ine; and then the Tongue, which is its Index, falls ith 

Diſorders. A Man ſmitten, like n with! 


own Excellencies, looks down from the Pinacle of his 85 g 
1 , | n 4 
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ceit on other Mortals as Vaſſals; he fanſies Praiſe is an 
ritance entailed on his Merit; that either to reſpect or 
bur another, is to invade his Property, and to ſet againſt 
an uſur ing Competitor. Hence he runs in Queſt of a 
, to mop is own Perfections appear more gawdy, and 
kle with more Eclat. Now what can give a more charm- 
Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than his Rival's Folly ? 
ce he rallies up in a Body all the Auxiliary Forces of 
er and 2 ; he takes the Field, and maraudes upon 
ame; he di ects the poor Creature's Actions, and ex- 
s the whole Anatomy of his pri vate Tranſgreſſions to 
iew and Cenſure of the Publick. For he wiſely fanſies, 
the Fabrick of his Vanity will ſtand unmoveable on the 
s ofa Rival's Reputation. Did the Breaſts of the proud 
haughty-minded Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle 
he abſtruſe and dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sal- 
pf Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent Over- 
s of a Competitor? And then, whoever crows within at 
isfortune, will proclaim it at the firſt Occaſion: For 
7 grief, is a ſtifling Humour, unleſs it throws off the 
eſſion. . 5 
therefore you deſire to ſpeak ill of no Body, think not 
ell of your ſelf; ſet not too exorbitant a Price upon 
Merits ; remember you are no Phœnix, the only indivi- 
of your Species; thoſe Qualities you poſleſs are meer 
uities, the Effects of God's Liberality, not of your De- 
: you had no right to be, much leſs to be great, beauti- 
r rich. Is it not Madneſs therefore for you who can lay 
to nothing, to engroſs all the Gifts of Nature and For- 
? Think not, God has exhauſted his Treaſury on you 
| F he ſcatters his Favours where he pleaſes ; and it he 
d 


des more plentifully for your Neighbour than for you, 
o you complain? Muſt you be Evil, becauſe God is 
? Muſt you caſt a malicious Glance on another, becauſe 
as received ſome Marks of his Great Maker's Kindneſs ? 
dmpoſe not your n for other Peoples Advantages, 
nJoy your own with Thankfulneſs. Fix juſt Bounds to 
Defires, as well as to your Undertakings, otherwiſe 
| rear up imaginary Caſtles 6f:Greatneſs, to create to 
ſelf a real Torment. . | 

it if 700 will contend for an honourable Poſt, manage 
onteſt fairly; puſh on your Pretefifions- with Vertue 
Generoſity. Let Merit bear awa the Prize, not Out- 
and if your Rival carry off the Advantage, rather ap- 
the Conqueſt, than revile him. By leſſening his Parts 

Fes : ; or 


** —— 
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or Conduct you burleſque your own; but then if you g 
plain, and curſe in a Corner, you only betray your In 
' tance, Il|-Nature and 1 In fine, look at your Fa 
8, and you'll ſee an hum 
Spectacle ; you'll behold ſo many Objects worthy of B 


and his through the ſame G 


that you'll have no great Stomach to cenſure others, 
Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is an 


natur'd Vice; it loves ill for ills ſake, and takes Pleaſur 


Torment; it's a kind of Turn-xey by Birth, and an Ex 
tioner by p 

from Balms; and Infection from Perfumes ; it never d 
ood Turn, but when it deſigns an ill One; and ſeldomt 


things by the right Handle; Miſchief makes up its Emi 


ment, Plagues and Famines are its Diverſion, its Smile 


it. What Wonder, if a Man poſſeſs'd by this Fien 
the Devil, who is Surnamed Accuſator Fratrum ! © 

But though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of ane 
ous Man's Wiſh, many are removed out of the Verge 0 
Power: Some move too high to be ſhot at, others took 
but neither Place nor Station is a ſufficient Fence againf 
Tongue. A Dwarf may engage with a Giant at this} 
pon, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this Reaſon, 1 
the envious Man can't come at his Antagonift's Perſon, 
ſets upon his good Name, and falls foul upon his Hon 
and when by the help of keen Satyr and falſe Glaſfey 
has beat down the Outworks that fenc'd his Fortune 
Inſult and Ruin, he draws his Cannon nearer, and raiſes} 


teries againſt his Grandeur and Eftate that ſupport it: 


he knows that the beſt huilt Fortune can't be fable, 


Reputation (that propt it) is removed. Thus we ſee & 


kept his Ground, and even triumphed over the Calumnit 


his Accuſers, whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But wh 
buffooning Comedian droll'd him into, Contempt, he 
pear'd no leſs guilty before the Judges, than deſpicabi 


the Stage. So that in Conclufion Envy found him gu 


and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. 

Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſwade a Man from this 
Intereſt is more powerful than Reaſon. We dote on Plea 
and run from Pain by the Inftin& of Nature. Who will 
rather chuſe a Priſon with Satisfaction, than a Palace 
Torment ? But an envious Man, inſtead of following 
Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. He labours 


- bours ſake, and drudges for the meer Expectation of Mu: 
He leads the Lite of Cain, haunted with the Spectres of 


rofeſſion; it feeds on Stench, and ſucks Rat 


like blazing Comets, which either hatch Treaſon, or po 
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Crimes from within, and with a thouſand ſealouſies 
abroad; other Peoples Happineſs creates his Torments; 
Proſperity gnaws his Entrails, and his Impotence, to 
caſt the Sun-ſhine of their Fortune, claps him on the 
el. Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, and 
Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the ſame Mould that other 
als are: And therefore I ſhould think it as eaſie to diſ- 
People from Envy, as from vaulting down a Precipice. 
t befides, a Man that envies others, is always paid in 
me Coin; his Honour will be as roughly handled ; 
one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the lower 
nd, and fights at a Diſadvantage. This is the envious 
s Caſe. For he can't but know the difingenuous Deſcants 
her's Actions will reach the Ears of the offended Per- 
Defaming Reports have a miraculous Sympathy with 
that Diſtance: of Place is not able to dead the Echo; 
rebound-from Tongue to Tongue, are toſſed from Hand 
nd, till they come to the Knowledge of the Injur'd ; 
enerally (like Snow-Balls they encreaſe in the Journey. 
e grating Noiſe then will they make in the Ears of the 
q ied Perſon ? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will he 
eat your Honour with as little Regard as you have his? 
od ſend ſuch an eaſie Satisfaction may aſſwage his Re- 
; ent, When Men fit Judges in their own Caufe, they 
the Bills of Loſſes and Damages riſe-high ; who knows 
er may demand Blood, and facrifice your Life to the 
of their murder'd Reputation? 7 4 
Cal e, Neander, remember you muſt die. When Death 
egg ened your Eyes, you'll find all the Darts of the Tongue 
your Neighbour, ftick in your own Soul; you'll feel 
wh art, but will find no Lenitive, no Cure: hy then 
ee run headlong into thoſe Crimes we, muſt either de- 
here, or burn for hereafter ? Let us look before us, and 
bene Beaſts follow the meer Impreſſions of Paſſion. Let 
ve are Men, not by our Vices, but by our Vertues. 
cab ve Reaſon, and to act 1 0 it, is to debaſe our Species. 


od has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, ſo he has been 
| to guard his Poſſeſſions againſt all the Attempts of 
e and Injuſtice. Non furaberis, ſays he, in the Deca- 
Thou ſhalt not fteal ; and then he threatens the Criminal 
he Sentence of his high Diſpleaſure, unleſs he cancels 
ranſgreſſion with a fincere Repentance. I apprehend, 
t bbome Gentlemen miſtake this Chama : They 
* it reaches only Pads, * or High-way-men : 


But 


a * 
* 
1 — — 
=—_Y 


ts, 
— — 
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But this is a Miſtake ; it takes in all who act againſt the 
of Juitice: and for this Reaſon, I fear, that * who b 
at Tyburn, are often leſs Criminal, than ſome of thoſe, 
{ſtand SpeCtators of the Tragedy, or perchance who fat on 
Bench. For in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as Solon ſaid) 
Cobwebs, that hamper {mall Flies, whilſt the greater h 
through em. Poor People bear the Puniſhment of Injuf 
and great ones carry off in Triumph both Pleaſure and Pt 
Theſe are too big or Execution, though not for Guilt, 
can ſue for an indigent Neighbour's Field, becauſe it lies 
veniently, and perſwade the Judges they have more N 
becauſe they have more Money and Credit. The Luft 
Gold often dazles Lawyers out of Conſcience, and juſt 
 feffors out of Lordſhips. Right ebbs and flows by the f 
Influence of Guineas. For let me tell you, Neander, the 
Gen of a Cauſe ſprouts up, and thrives miraculouſly 1 
1 . 
But though theſe Men carry the Sute in the Eyes « 
World, they loſe it at God's nigh Court of Juſtice, andl 
Souls alſo; nor is there oy Difference between theſe | 
reachers and Cut-purſes ; but that they are ten times 
Criminal. Among the Lacedemonians a clear Theft pa 
a Vertue. Are not ſome Chriſtians of the ſame Perſwa 
But for all that, though a Spartan Jury might poſlibly 
em not Guilty, they'd find no ſuch Indulgence in the Vi 
Fehoſhaphat. 5 i | | 
I never. yet underſtood, how Sollicitations, and Re 
mendations of Cauſes to the Judges, how double and 
Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, Thou | 
Steal : For either you doubt of the Integrity of the © 
or you do not. If the firſt, you caſt a Scandal on the I 
the Governments, you arraign either the Capacity or f 
tegrity of the Prince; i. e. you ſuſpect he wants Judg 
in the Choice of Magiſtrates, or has advanced on pul 
thoſe who would betray the Property of the Subject. 
ſuch an Iznuendo is di ſreſpectful, raſh and highly unchrilt 
But befides, if i you doubt of the Judges Inte 
our Conduct is fooliſh, For if a Judge will ſell a fu 
le Sentence to the PlantiF, he'll be no leſs kind to tif 
fendant, if he out · bids him. A Man then ſhould be fb 
of Succeſs, before he Nn with his Money, otherwiſe h 
he gulled out of his Pretenſions, and pay for his Diſaf 
ment. | by | = 
Again, this Practice runs quite counter to all the Ui 
of Conſcience and Juſtice, For if Gain and Intereſt be 
gil 
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ate's weak fide, if I know he meaſures Right by the 
ght of Silver, and barters Law for Money, can I pamper 
Inclination, or feed his corrupt Appetite ; or ſtrike in 
his finful Diſtemper ? No more, certainly, than I can 
a ſafe Conſcience puſh him down a Precipice ; for if ir 
Sin to permit one, when I can hinder it, is it not a Sin 
zrſwade a Crime; nay, to buy one? 

the ſecond ; i. e. If you ſuppoſe your Buſineſs lies in the 
ds of upright Men, that ſquare their Verdicts by the 
s, not by Partiality and Favour, why are you Eternally 
the Hoof? Why do you tire them and your ſelf too 
tedious Applications ? Why do you drain your Pockets 
rich Pettifoggers and Attornies? This Trouble is ſuperflu- 
and the Expence unneedful. In a Word, Sir, the Con- 
is either unprofitable or unjuſt, 1 5 
t if you doubt on your Cauſe, let it fall, at leaſt puſh it 
o further, with your Credit or Purſe ; for all you can 

is to gain a Sute, and loſe your Soul. 

an, If I can juggle a Neighbour out of an Eftate by Quirks 
w, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand, bubble him out 


« WE onfiderable Sum, may I not put him to graze upon the 
mon, without any Obligation to reſtore ? | 
. The very Queſtion is a Scandal not only to Chriſti- 


but to Human Nature; you are obliged not only to 
the Capital, but to indemnifie him for all the Loſſes 
quent thereto. 
an. Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinien ; for why ſhould a. 
gain by his Crimes? Yet once I fell into the Company 
Man of Parts, of Character and Repute in his Country, 
thought otherwiſe of the Matter: We diſcours'd: the 
, yet I could never get him over to my Opinion: He 
ſo faſt to Non-reſtitution, that there was no moving 
An hearty Repentance, (ſaid he) without Reſtitution, 
$2 ſufficient Attonement for the Offence. He told me, I 
easkill'd in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd, I had read no Caſuiſt 
ride Bible and Nature. ee 
. With Submiflion to the Gentleman's Character, 
fund Station; he was either a great Fool or. a ſuperlative 
5 the: fit for Bedlam or Newgate, Was he not a Lawyer ? 
GO”. He had ſtudied in the Inns of Court. 
ſen 1 thought ſo. It's a healing Doctrine for a wounded 
ence, a palatable and eaſie Remedy, a Catholicon for all 
bes of the Mind, and the Gripes of an over:charg'd 
+ Dach; and perchance the Uſe is Univerſal, otherways 
bei leaſt in 2 Twolve-month we might ſee a Dives trans- 
| F 2 form'd 


* 


gu o 
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form'd into a Lazarus, a Lord into a Laquey, and a Lady in 
Chamber maid ; we _ ſee thoſe, who fit Majeſtical 
Coaches with a - Wig, and a Snuff Box. a-la mode, fi 
hind 'em. Good God! how many gawdy Birds would u 
as naked a Figure as the Daw in the Fable, if their Pe 
Plumes were return'd to their Owners? Neander, pra 
that Gentleman, I am neither ſatisfied with his Conſci 
nor his Skill; he that will not reſtore ſtollen Goods, is: 
Criminal, than he that conceals em; and he that will! 
an ilpurchaſed Eſtate in Spight of Juſtice, will ſeize 9 
next that lies in his Way; and then how can he unden 
Cook and Littleton, who can't read the very Alphabet of 
ture? An hearty Repentance without Reſtitution is a Dre 
Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a great Fortune 
Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice; it's an unſtable Found 
and unable to bear the monſtrous Weight of Crimes, 
cruſh in a Moment the beſt built Structure, and entomb 
Criminal, together with all his Grandeur, under the | 
of his towring Babel. The Triumphs of unjuſt Men an 
ways ſhort-lived. God takes Pleaſure in ſtrangling ': 
the very Cradle; they paſs like Light'ning, and lean 
thing behind but Smoak and Vapour : their Fall is u 
amazing than their Riſe 5 they paſs off like Phantaſn 
elſe live in Penury and Contempt, or die like Reprobe 
they carry the moſt legible Marks of God's Maledi 
ſtampt on their Foreheads, and tear almoſt all Men wi 
being pitied by any ; ſo that Divine Vengeance begins 
er in this World, to continue em Eternally i 
Other. 
I'll not follow this crying Vice thro' it's Branches 
make an entire Diſſection of all its Parts; it runs thi 
all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Converſation; 
found in Play, as well as in Contracts, and is no mote! 
cent under one Shape, than under another; you may 6 
Over-reaching or Out-witting, if you pleaſe, but the d 
of Names makes no Alteration of the Thing: Natu 
pends not on Fancy or Caprice, they are the — in & 
of Cuſtom and Diſguile. 


* 


I muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs. It's 2 10 
Employment to grope in Puddles, and to dig in Muck 
therefore I'll on y skim the Surface, and let the oi 
Dregs lie at the Bottom. You klow God has enadte 
Law in the Decalogue, Thou ſbalt not commit Adulter) * 


Precept does not only reſtrain Acts of Lewdneſs, 1 


* 
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pughts and Defires : For Impurity in Idea draws after it a 
Hell; the Smoak that vaniſhes in a Moment, kindles an 
rnal Fire. | | c | 
ſean. 12 neither Gentlemen of the Court, nor Of- 

s of the Army, come within the Compaſs of this Prohi- 
dn. God ſurely and Nature have iſſued out in their Favour 
tent of Exemption. 4 by 8 N 

ſeb. Truly, Neander, I never read that either God or 
ure had ſuch a Deference for the Court and Army, or ſo 
t 2 Reſpect for Quality. Why, Man, let our Courtiers 
s great as Alexander, and our Soldiers as valiant; there 
more Auguſt, and a more powerful Maſter above, whoſe 
mands they muſt obey, or ſmart for the Tranſgreſſion. 
Sword has no Privilege above the Plow, nor has Quality 
Right above Peaſantry, but to greater Torments: Poten- 
pterter tormenta patientur. 

an. If it be ſo our Gentlemen and Soldiers are all ſtruck 
a Lunacy. They ſeem to have entred into an Aſſociati- 
gainſt Divine Authority, and endeavour by Practice to 
al the Statute ; as if God's Laws could ceaſe per deſue- 
em, as well as human. When St. Paul bids every Man 
uxorem, if he meant a Miſs, the Counſel is followed even 
Scruple ; but if he did not, our Conduct is ſcandalous 
mprudence, and God's Authority is ſlighted beyond Con- 
dt and Inſolence. g 


cb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe reaches to the 


2a Diverſion ; no, it's become the grand Buſineſs, the 
ployment of Mankind; nay, it's improved to Science al- 
Love-Intrigues turn on Method, and are carried on oe 
onſtration: So that Attempts upon Chaſtity come oft 
rally with Succeſs. For Women in our Age are as ill 
iſn'd for Reſiſtance, as an old Spaniſh Town for a Siege. 
then the Dont, when forc'd to ſurrender, article for their 
our: This they'll bring off, though the Town ſtay be- 
in the Hands of the Conquerors. But our Female De- 
ants ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties : they deliver up their 
leſty, and go off with Ignominy : Confufion 1 will not fay 
dluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when it's a Queſtion 
= the Chriſtian Vertues of Sobriety, Temperance. 
aſtity. ä Ne 

ave more than once taken a Survey of our Gentry, and 
1 nine in ten ruin'd hy this unlucky Vice; to all Intents 
Purpoſes, they have forfeited their Honour, mortgaged 
Eſtates, impaired their Health, their Badies fall un of 

3 | the 


is End ; few are clear of the Infection; Lewdneſs is no 
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the Weight of Lewdneſs, their Purſes are ſcarce able to 
port it. So that if theſe Young Sparks would take the Þ 
to caſt up their Accounts, they would find their Pleaſure} 
brought them in no other Profit but Poverty, Diſeaſes, 
more than one Cauſe of Repentance. Good God ! Why n 
Appetite have ſuch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon ? \ 
muſt Man thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation ? Appetite 
made to obey, Reaſon to command. To change their Ui 
is to throw down the Encloſure between Man and Beaft, 
it not a Madneſs to (ell this Prerogative for a petty Satis 
on ; that like the Book of the Apocalypſes leave a ſweet Fla 
in the Mouth, and Bitterneſs in the Heart? But ſuppl 
Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is nothing palatable but Dirt 
Mire ? Muſt he turn Goat or Baboon befcre he can be p 
ed? Certainly he is enamour'd of their Nature, he data 
much on their Paſtimes; and I am apt to. believe he m 
range on their Hills, or ſport on their Trees among an! 
of Females. | £ 1 
But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure: does not 
up to Expectation. The Gall out-weighs the Honey, 
let us ſuppoſe, a Man poſſeſs d by the unclean Devil of! 
tiſh Love, he lodges all the 'Torments of the Damned i 
Heart, and, what is worſe, their Guilt ; he ſhivers 
burns, he hopes and deſpairs, he dreams in Company 
talks in Solitude; all the Features of his beloved Ui 
meet in his Imagination to wound his Heart, and turn 
Idol he adores into a Devil to laſh him ; his Fears hoop 
with his Fondneſs, and Jealoufie treads on the Heels ot Hd 
and all conſpire to make him Wretched. For though h 
looks 3 and pretty in Romance, in Life it's Mou 
Tyrant and e 1e 
A Lover knows, that a Woman, who has withdrawn 
Fidelity from God, will forſake a Gallant at the leaſt Proly 
of Advantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on the Brain, and} 
loufie riſes from Hell, to clap him on the Torture; like 
Devil in the Goſpel, it ſometime-flings him into the Wes 
ſometimes into the Fire; he watches his Treaſure witi 
Eyes of an Argus, and lays an hundred Ambuſcades to! 
his Miſery, and her Infidelity ; fo that, though Mj 
faithful, Monſieur is ſure to be miſerable. = 
I ſay, nothing here of Averſion, Hatred, Envy, and at 
ſand other Vipers, that worry his Heart and prey upon 
Vitals. In fhort, in a beſotted Lover alone are centred 
the Frenzies and Follies of Bedlam, but that of Mirth. Mur 
that Envy can ſcarce wiſh him more unhappy, nor n 
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ler him more unfortunate : But if the Intrigue be carried 
a Perſon of an unſpotted Reputation, and who ſtands 
in the Opinion of the World, nay, and who perchance ſets 
or Lucretia and Veſtal ; what Endeavours are made to court 
nito, and to play out of Sight? But if after all, the Sin 
kens in her Womb, and that within Nine Months ſhe be 
hanger to fall into Fits of the Mother; what Pangs, what 
yulfions tear this Poor Creature's Breaſt, and her Gallant's 
? In how lively Shapes does Imagination paint her Folly ! 
ſuffers all the Torments of Child - birth at the very inſtant 
onception ; befides thoſe of Rage, of Deſpair and Con- 
n ; and in the End perchance reſolves to conceal one Sin 
he help of another ; z. e. Lewdneſs by Murder ; and thus 
or Innocent, who came into the World by a leſs Sin, is 
out of it by a greater ; and then in all probability the 
pedy that "Ar: at Midnight in Darkneſs and Privacy, 
ends at Mid-day on a Scaffold. Muſt not therefore 
de void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleafure in Hand, with 
a Crowd of Troubles in Reverfion ? Ought we not to 
> againft a Vice, fo charming on the one Hand, and ſo 
fie on the other ? NI | 
an, What are the beſt Preſervatives againſt this Epidemi- 
Diſtemper? 
ſeb. Take this as a Principle, that Chaſtity is a Gift of 
; and therefore implore continually his Divine Aſſiſt- 
; rely on his Grace, not on your Force; and if you be 
appy, as not to Fall, give him the Glory of the Triumph, 
believe that whoſoever preſumes on his own Valour, has 
dy meaſured half the Precipice : God protects the Hum- 
and humbles the Proud. To 
ondly, Keep Love at a Diſtance, or it will ſurprize you; 
n once it has ſtormed the Heart, it forces Reaſon to ſur- 
er; and when Appetite Commands, when Paſſion Domi- 
what can be expected but Brutality ? Lock up the 
s of your Senſes, and, as in Frontier-Towns, examine 
baſſengers. Love, like a Proteus, borrows all Shapes, and 
es its Approaches at all Seaſons ; ſo that you muſt ſtand 
your Guard, if you intend to avoid a Surprize ; and if 
can keep this Traitor at Arms - length, Ed will 
er have the Face, nor find the Opportunity to aſſail 
But if you admit this Tyrant, if you lodge him in 
Breaſt, you will have cauſe to 'deplore your Slavery, and 
bance Eternally. For in a Word, Love, like a Viper, 


into the Heart that warms it, and returns Death for the 
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Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the moſt ſecure Ram 
againſt the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs ; you may as well | 
to freeze in Fire, as to converſe innocently in the midſt of 
caſions. I am of Tertullian's Opinion, that it's eaſier ty 
for Chaſtity, (as the World goes) than to live with it in} 
Viſits and Entertainments. And I look upon it as a 0 
Truth, that many of the Sex, who have ſurrender'd f 
Honour to the Flatteries, Importunities and Dallianca 
Gallants, would have refuſed it to the Cruelty of Hang-m 
Enter not therefore into the Play-Howſe ; it's the Palaq 
Aſmodeus, the Seat of Lewdneſs, the Nurſery of Debaud 
It's with us as Fornices were at Rome, only with this Differe 
that thoſe Crimes are Learn'd, Contriv'd, and Refſoly' 
here, the Romans actually committed under the black $i 
of thoſe infernal Vaults. For my part I am of Opinion, 
a Chriſtian cannot with a ſafer Conſcience enter into the 
Houſe, than into a Byothel ; as Things are managed i 
Temptation is ſtronger on the Stage, and more inviting, 
Blackneſs of the Vice lies under a Diſguiſe ; its blanch d 
with all the Art of Wit and Gawdry ; ſo that nothing 
pears but the charming Part, which faſcinates the Eyes 
ti vates the Ears, dozes the Intellect, and fires che k. i 
and then to plain the Way for Action, the Poet burleſ 
the Terrors of the other World; He paints the Devils n 
like Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners to 
ment: He blaſphemes the Majeſty of God to bring him u 
Contempt, and ſo blunts all the Darts of Fear and App 
fion ; and then, when Objects draw, when Paſſions 
prepared, and Reſtraint is removed, what can be reaſo 
expected, but Proſtitution. IE 
But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of Put 
ment, but even rewards Debauchery ; For who are they! 
carry off Applauſe and Fortunes, but Rakes and Proflitil 
The Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of Rooks and 
lies; and if an honeſt Man appear, he is ſure to be hootel 
and generally goes off both Fool and Cuckold. Is not 
to condemn —— to Execute it in Effigie, and to cand 
Vice by De urg ? Is not this to ſay, Gentlemen and Lab 
beware of Chaſtity and Vertue, they are out of Date 1 
Age; you'll forfeit your Honour by maintaining it, and 
Ridiculous, if you continue Innocent. The Shorteſt Wa) 
mee is, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh at Hon 
and practiſe Incontinence, What Vertue is Proof againſt 
murdering Engines? If Hell be a Place of Diverfion, ( 
Poets Endeavour to perſwade the Audience) if God 
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e-crow, if Chaſtity be Infamous, and Im arity Credita- 
who will not rather be Lewd with Credit, than Chaſt 
) Reproach ? I would have both Poets and Players enter 
tle into themſelves /; they have all contributed to run 
n Vertue and Religion, and to . Libertiniſm and Atheiſm 
Faſhion. 'Thoſe prepare the Poiſon, theſe preſent the 
on, daſh'd with all the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and 
nificence, that it may go down with Pleaſure, and work 
> Efficacy. I am afraid in the next World they'll be 
d to anſwer for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as well 
r thoſe of the Chriſtian, unleſs by a timely Repentance, 
publick Recantation, they aſk Pardon of God, and For- 
neſs of the Nation, which they have rhimed almoſt out 
eligion, and played out of Conſcience. | 
urthly, When E 1 


emptation invites, draw up all the diſmal 
equences of this wretched Sin, and fix your Thoughts 
'em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, carry their Poiſon 
eir Head; this is a Scorpion that licks up its Venom in 
ail, For though the Sin be Charming, its Sequels are 
dful. The Infection flies up to the Brain, like the Sting 
e Tarantula; and tho' thoſe who are bit by this poi ſon- 
Inſect, can dance out the ſtupifying Humour, and may be 
led into their Wits, the others are paſt Cure; they re- 
in 8 ight of Homily and'Exhortation, Stupid, Brutal 
out Judgment, without Honour, without Senſe, and 
times without Money; but never without Folly, Sighs, 
louſtes, Rage and Deſpair. | 
tbly, That your Affections may not ſteal abroad, nor like 
er-flies flutter from one Object to another, Chain 'em by 
ful Wedlock to a Wife. I know at preſent, Matrimony 
t in St. Paul's Days was Honourable) lies under no credi- 
2 Circumſtances ; and we are in part obliged to the Stage- 
s for the Aſperfion. They repreſent this Divine Inſtitu- 
under all the Reproaches of Slavery and Folly, and paint 
Sexes ſo ſcandalouſly Laſcivious, that the Character is 
gh to deter Chriſtians from the Engagement. I ſuppoſe 
2 Gentlemen are Fee'd by the Stews, to ſtand up for the 
rovement of their 'Trade ; and for this Reaſon they labour 
eartily, to perſwade People, Lawful Pleaſures taſte flat 
inſipid, as if the only charming Circumſtance of Pleaſure 
the Unlawfulneſs of the Action. This Doctrine is cal- 
ted exactly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſocistes, 
not for Chriſtians ; it ſmells of Smoak, and may in good 
le heat the Preachers. "ns 
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Beware of Jealouſie. A Wife is often made Faithful 
not ſuſpecting her of Infidelity, but when without Reg 
| you queſtion her Loyalty, you only tempt her to bete 

Fan heard of a Lady, that kept her Conjugal Vow, v. 
her Husband thought ſhe did; but when he acccuſed her 
ly, and blaſted her Reputation, ſhe murdered her Innoceng 
ring the Injury. Some Women are of CPpnions the 
little Difference between heing Unchaſt, and being tha 
ſo ; and therefore go off with the Satisfaction of Infide 
as well as with the Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand t 
Happy is that 8 that by a wiſe Foreſight prevents t| 
Misfortunes, that ſpring from Diverſity of Conſtitutions 
Humours, or at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Prud; 
can't avert, and ſo improve Neceſſity into a Vertue. 


If God has bleſs'd you with Children, ſays the Script 
Prov. .) inſtruct em. God has ingrav'd this Law in the 
Heart of Nature, and more than once promulg'd it in the 
ble, that Parents might be well convinc'd of this grand 
and be perſwaded to comply with it; and yet it ſeems, 
no Law is leſs underſtood, and more univerſally neglecta 
Practice than this. Some Parents, more Cruel than the 
ſtrich, brin pour Creatures into the World, and then a 
don 'em. Others, like Apes, are ſo fond of their Brood, 
kill *em with Kindneſs : Thoſe are guilty of Neglg: 
theſe of Indulgence ; and all betray their Duty, and by Mei 
% ⁰ —³ſ III 

I have been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſupportahva Nef 
of ſome Parents; they made no Difference between thelt] 
queys and their Children, but that they Careſs'd thoſe, 
eternally Tormented theſe ; they herded with the Grd 
and Carters, and owed all their :ducation to the Stable 
Kitchin ; and if they ſent em ſometimes to School, twa 
ly to rid the Houle, not for their Inſtruction, They n 
took the Pains to inform themſelves, whether the Maite! 
Black or White ? Whether Religious or Impious ? A 1 
or a Chriſtian? Good God ! ſaid Ito Sir N. N. what do} 
mean? You will not hire a Cook without examining hit 
lent, nor take a Groom without good Security of his Si 
(yet the one is only to ſerve: the Belly, the other toc 
Horſes) and will you truſt a Child to the Care of a Man, Md 
for ought you know, has neither Science nor Religion? 

Nor have I bebeld with Patience the doting Fondnels 0 
| thers. I have ſeen my Young Mafter often — 0 the L100 
the Family, and my tender Lady, the Mother, applaud 
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ence, like the Romans in Seneca's Days. She would em- 
> the Spark, when ſhe ſhould have chid him; nay, and 
im for thoſe very Things ſhe ſhould have whipt him. 
roſs the Child, is to ftab the Mother; and if he whim- 
ſhe cries in 2 Earneſt; his Paſſions grow upon him 
Age, and a fooliſh Indulgence emboldens em; he asks 
he pleaſes, and obtains what he demands; a Refuſal 
aim on Fire, and then my Young Jupiter begins to Thun- 
My Lady trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has raiſed ; and 
ad of laying it by a ſober Correction, ſhe fooliſhly aug- 
sit by a thouſand Carefles: He is coach'd to Company, 
alls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt be Spectator of Mam- 
Vanities and Follies to learn em. Poor Sir T. H. ſaw 
ne Menage, but was too dotingly fond of his Wife to 
his Child. He complain'd ney, 6 to me, that his Son 
t N but either to Dance or to Quarrel. You 
ziſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Patience and he'll retaliate 
reeding upon you, with Inſolence and Outrage; he is 
ndſomely Equipt for a Rake, as can be; nor was I de- 
d, for ſince that he flung himſelf away upon a Chamber- 
, dipt his Eſtate, perſecuted his Mother, and brought 
ather with Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 
u muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature is half 
; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions of the 
ſalvage Animal ; and (what is worſe) he has Reaſon to 
den em, and Malice to abuſe them. But as the moſt 
> Lion is tam'd and render'd tractable by Education 
Diſcipline, ſo Man may be taught Sweetneſs, Moderation 
ertue, i he be taken in Hand betimes, if his Paſſions 
heck d, and forc'd to obey the Commands of Reaſon, 
the Cradle, But when once Senſe has got the Upper- 
I, when Paſſion has taſted the Sweetneſs of Superiority, 
Reaſon is accuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue 
ierceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as perſwade Senſe and 
tite to reſign the uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to 
it, Adoleſcens juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit non recedet ab 
a Young Man goes on as he began, and carries the firſt 
eſſion to the Grave. That you may not therefore cry 
Day with the poor Eagle in the Fable, who being mor- 
wounded by an Arrow trimmed with her own Feathers, 
out this melancholy Complaint, Miſerable Bird that 
+ What a Fool was I to bring forth Feathers to my own 
uttion.! I ſay, that you may not Complain, thoſe Chil- 
you give Life to, are the Cauſe of your Death, obſerve 
Things, Firſt, 80 ſoon as they are capable to know 
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all the Duties ofa Chriſtian. A Child that fears 


fluence, and equally Dangerous : Befides, how will you! 
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God, teach em to fear his Juſtice, and to love his G 
neſs ; inſtruct them in Religion, and take Care =y pri 
od, 


love his Parents; he can't be Religious without being Du 
Inculcate a thouſand times, that he is made for Heaven, 
that he muſt live vertuouſly in this World, to be Hap 
the next: Precaution him againſt the Vanity of the M 
and all its ſpecious Scenes of Deceits and Pageantry, tha 
lude the Eye to ſeduce the Heart : Diſcover the Danger 
fore you expoſe him, and tell him with that admirable 
Blanca, you had rather ſee him in the Grave, than in Sin 
ſpire not into his tender Breaſt Defires of Grandeur; th 
a Seed that ſprouts up without Sowing : Choak all Teng 
of ſo early a Pride, or elſe it will grow to his Ruin, I 
at the Unchriſtian Conduct of thoſe Parents, who teach 
tle Creatures, before they can walk, to climb up to the 
Pinacle of Honour; who would make em Pages to | 
Chriſt to be Great, and would counſel em to be Mabn 
for the vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſſas: When 
have furniſh'd em with Vertue, and provided for their 
let *em think of a Settlement, and aim rather ar a Poſt 
is Genteel, than Great: An Elevated Fortune is ſeldon 
tained without vaſt Crimes, and always ſupported by gra 
Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Sciences 
ſuit with their Capacity and Condition. For thoſe that! 
nothing to do, do always more than they ought ; and thi 
they are unfit for an handſome Occupation they are cap 
of a vicious one. 1 LA 
Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the Eldeſt; le 
Provifion for all: A Young Gentleman that begins the We 
without Money, ends it without Conſcience : When I. 
rack my Brain ?o live, I have neither time nor leiſure tot! 
of living well. Neceſſity is the Mother of Vice, no les 
Abundance ; and Want is both more troubleſome than 


a Gentleman puſh forward, who has nothing to Impii 
Can he raiſe a Fortune without Tools to work with, 
out a Fund to lay the Foundation? Poverty palls the 
generous Spirits; it cows Induſtry, and caſts Reſolutic 
ſelf into Deſpair. When you have acquitted your ſe 
theſe three Points, you have done the part of a Fathet; 
reſt you muſt leave to Providence, who watches ov 
Creatures, and never abandons thoſe, who comply 

their Duty. | at 
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VII. 

zur Care muſt not ſtop at your Children, let it reach your 
al Servants; though you are their Maſter, you are alſo 
Father. And for this Reaſon the Romans call'd Houſe- 


hriſtian, you are their Brother, and have the Church of 
ſt for your common Mother; all theſe Relations deſerve 
nderneſs on the one ſide, and on the other impoſe an 
ation on you to enquire into their Behaviour, and to pro- 
for their Inſtruction; don't fo overcharge em with . 
that they can find no time for God. You can't exact 
ntinual a Service, nor is it in their Power to comply with 

They owe more Obedience to God than to you; and 
tranſgreſe your Duty, when your Commands croſs upon 
Nor is it ſufficient to allow em time to look into the 
erns of their Souls, you muſt ſee they imploy it well : 
em meet at Prayers at leaſt once a Day, and puniſh thoſe 
neglect this Duty. Suffer not in your Houſea Debauchee, 
gh never ſo uſeful, Who is a Traitor to his Maker, will 
y a Maſter at the firſt Occaſion. A Man without Con- 
ce is always without Honeſty. Befides, Lewdneſs and 
rery are catching, and one Infected Perſon, ſuffices to 
er the Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The more 
take to Heart God's Intereſt, : the more he'll take Care 
urs ; he'll crown your Enterprizes with Succeſs, or raiſe 
Soul above the Stroak of Misfortune. In fine, you'll ei- 
enjoy Rl with a Chriſtian Moderation, or bear 
erſity with Pleaſure wy lis 


dnfine not Charity within the Walls of your own Houſe, 
employ it wholly about the e Good of your 
phbour ; let the Body feel the Effects of his Tenderneſs, 
ell as the Soul. When he groans under the Pangs of 
rty, and ſtruggles with Neceſſity, relieve his Indigence 
df your own Store-Houſe ; let the Meaſure of your Cha- 
be the Extent of your Ability, and of his Want: What 
lay out on the Poor, is not ſpent, but put to Intereſt ; 
Lis Security for the Reimburſement, ſo that the Payment 
fallible, I have ſeen ſome Gentlemen Open-handed e- 
ph, but then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo un- 
llome a Grace, that, methought, they did Ul in doing 
Cd, and refuſed an Alms whilſt they gave one; they 
d to inſult over a poor Creature's Mi ery, and feldom 
d their Purſe, till they had vented their Gall. This is 
to relieve the Indigent, but to throw Shame upon Want, 
Confuſion upon Neceſlity ; it's to hang Weight to _ 
ur- 


ers Patres-familias, Fathers of the Houſe hold. Beftdes, 


| reliſh better ;. a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way to He 


_ uſual, that you muft venture to be out of Faſhion, you! 


2 
This is, ſaid I, to fall into the wretched Blindneſs of 


— tn. 
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Earthen, and to fret Poverty with Contempt: Beſide 
loſes the 2 Nature of Alms; for that is not received 
that is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at the Expence of! 
ence. A compaſſionate Look oftentimes refreſhes more, 
a Crown with a ſevere one. And (methinks) I had raths 
ſent away with a civil God be with yon, than be enterti 
with Peeviſhneſs and ill Nature. A ſmall Favour well t 
becomes Conſiderable : The very manner of giving ad( 
the Gift. Keep not therefore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack 
with Queſtions ; to what Purpoſe do theſe Prelimir 
ſerve, but either to feed your Curiofity, or to ſpend 2 
ting Humour? We are of the ſame Nature; our Bodig 
made of the ſame Clay, and our Souls by the ſame 
The Difference between the Rich and Poor comes not 
Nature or Merit, but from the Ordination of Provid 
Some are born to no other Eſtate than that of their Bret} 
Charity, that they may practiſe Patience; and others t 
bundance, that they may exerciſe Charity; ſo that the] 
tue of theſe ſtand indebted to the Miſery of thoſe ; and 
Giver is no leſs oblig'd fn Bs Receiver, 
Begin to practiſe the Vertues of a Chriſtian betimes 
cuſtom your Palate to em before you have taſted Vice, th 


in the Beginning, and turns Godlineſs into Pleaſure ; | 
you ſtay til} Sins have fluſh'd the Paſſions, and ſharpen'd 
2 nothing but Violence can ſecure you; you will 

able to advance one ſtep without a Combat; you | 
fight your Way through all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, 

orld and the Devil will draw up to oppoſe you; and 
theſe Enemies are headed by vitious Habits, God kn 
whether you will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attem} 
22 ſo hazardous on the one fide, and fo laborioul 
the other. | 5 


Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is ſo 


ſtand the Shock of Rallery, and perchance the Stroak 
Lampoon ; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the Skin, and 
though they are puſh'd on with all the Violence of MW 
and Profaneneſs, are not able to draw Blood, or to i 
your Reputation. I have often been aſtoniſh'd at 
Gentlemen, who practiſed Vertue at Home, and Vis 
Company ; who berray'd their Conſcience to avoid a Bl 


ſavage Indians, who adore the Devil, that he may do en 
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. If Rakes glory in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed 
od ? That carries along its Condemnation, and this its 
fication. Surely Shame fits more naturally on Guilt 
Innocence. 1 P | 

t could we dive into a Wicked Man's Heart, could we 


z, and his Neighbour's Vertues. For let me tell you, 
ler, Piety has an amiable Aſpect, it charms its very Per- 
ors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in Practice, admire 
22uty,. So that though ſometimes they let flie a Ral- 
and ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty Arrows flie at Random, 
never come near your Honour: Nay, take it for a gene- 
ule, that thoſe Rakes, who flirt at a Chriſtian Dema- 
have a ſecret Eſteem for it. | 

, faid one, I muſt draw in my Piety, and mew it with- 


m ſcarce known, but by that of Bigor. ' Pray, Sir, ſaid I, 
snot ſtartle at Sounds, nor runaway from Buffoons ; let 
nſtrue the Word, and frame right Notions, and then we 
find, that Bigot in the Jargon of Reprobates is nothing 


boggles at Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries; that will e- 
> his Spirits with old Hock or new Champaign, but not 
n his Reaſon ; that has not Courage to laugh at Hell, 
he Impudence to play upon Heaven ; that ſometimes 


ht of a Bigot's Devotion, according to the modern Uſe of 
ord ; ſo that it 2 nothing hurtful, nothing in- 
us, unleſs it be a Diſgrace to profeſs Honeſty upon Oc- 
s, to practiſe Morality, and to have a good Conſcience. 
t let Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you aban- 
t? Will you abjure Chriitianity, becauſe ſome Libertines 
with Religion; or commence Atheiſt, to humour Fools? 
then will you be ſcared out of Piety, or teazed out of 
ity ? Is it honourable in Spight of Rallery to acknow- 
> a God, and a Diſgrace to ſerve him? Is it a Credit to 
hriſtian, and a Shame to be a good one? No certainly; 
put things together, and act conſequently ; let us call in 
on to govern Fancy. f 
lides, who are thoſe Men that awe us? A Club of Ani- 
that have more Money than Wit, and more Quality 


Via Conſcience ; a Pack of Hectors, that live ill, and judge 
BITE 3 that are pitied by ſome, and ſcorned by others; the 
of (8? anegyricks of theſe Men are Satyrs, Praiſe out of their 
1m ke is ſcandalous, and Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer 


not 


e into his Soul, we ſhould read moſt viſible Traces of 
e and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an Eye on his 


y own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian Name, 


but a Man that believes Religion, and dares profeſs it; 


good Actions, and always fears bad ones. This is the 
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not your ſelf to be laugh'd out of Heaven, nor rallied; 
Hell; if you can't bear the 1 Frowns and $n 
of a Man, how will ye endure the Frowns of an angry De 
If the Laſh of, a petulant Tongue be ſo ſenfible, fare 

ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be mote inſup 
able. Vertue in a Dungeon is preferable to Sin on the Thy 
and Innocence in the Pillory is more honourable than 
on the Bench. = | 


If you love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave it, avoid 
Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts ; like the Bafi 
their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their Tongues ſpeak Death: 
are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. A Liberti 
half Fiend, half Beaſt ; Pleaſure is his Summum Bonum; 
he places in Sin like the Devil, and in Mire like the Sw 
he circles from the Tavern to the Play-houſe, from ben 
the Stews, and returns to his Lodging the ſame Way 
that his whole Study is to learn Wickedneſs, and his 
Bufineſs to practiſe it ; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of 
and Blaſphemy ; his Entertainment Unchriſtian, and his 
le& Diabolical; he would feign monopolize the Wit d 
Nation, but wants both Fund and Patent; his Knowl 
reaches no further than the Gazette or the Courant, and on 
cafions he ventures to vent Nonſenſe in Metre ; his Reli 
is Univerſal, Calculated for all Meridians ; he has one 
Calm, another for a Storm; one for Europe, another id 
merice ; ſo that it's as difficult to he defined as a Dia 
in England he ftickles for his Biſhops ; in Scotland againſt? 
he is a Few at Amſterdam, a Muſſelman at Conſtantinople ; 1 
pift at Rome, and a Calviniſt at Geneva: In a Word; he! 
thing without, and nothing within; ſo that his whole! 

ion turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, and is Comp! 
in theſe Verſes. 8 | 

Queſt. What's Orthodox and true Believing 
Ag ainft a Conſcience ? Anſw. 4 good Living. | 
Queſt. What makes rebelling againſt Kings 
A good old Cauſe? Anſw. Adminiftrings. - 
| Queſt. What makes all Doctrine Plain and Clear? 
' Anfw. About two hundred Pounds a Tear. 
Queſt. And that which was prov'd true before 
Prove falſe again? Anſi * * bundred more. 

An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine ; and if we 4 
his own Genealogy, he is a By-blow begot by Hazard 
flung into the World by Neceflity ; he moves by Wheel 
has'no more Soul than a Wind-mill ; he is thruſt on by 
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acts by meer Compulſion; he is no more Maſter of his 
s than of his Being; and therefore is as conſtant to his 
1, as the Wind to the ſame Corner; ſo that an Atheiſt by his 
Principles is a Knave per /e, and an honeſt Man only per Ac- 
In ne, he ſtarts out of Duſt, and vaniſhes into Norhing. 
an. All my Concerns are in the Hand of a Man, Who will 
e very fond of this Character, yet he ſets up for an Atbeiſt, 
pports the Fraternity with Arguments and Authority. 

th, Neander, diſcharge him out of hand, he'll certainl 
our Soul, and may poſſibly embezzle your Eſtate. 
Huricane of Atoms may drive him into the Poſſeſſion of 
Lands, and you out of em. A brisk Puff may conveigh 
f fight a neceſſary Indenture, or raiſe high the Bill of 
rations ; there is no coming near a Man with Safety, 
yoid of Conſcience ; no — * him that acts by Fates, 
ves by Deſtiny; if he be a Slave to Impulſe, he is not 
r of his Honeſty. ; | ki 
„Tho he abjures God, he upholds Reaſon, and keeps 
with Probity; he values Honour, and would forfeit 
0 maintain 1t, T- 15 £7 

b. Then he is made up of Contradictions, and one part 
Creed ſtabs the other; if there be no God, your Friend 
Spawn of Caſualty ; the Child of Matter and. Motion, 
p of Duſt witha Complex of Ubications, a Figure with- 
dul, a Statue without Life; he is all Matter like Beaſts, 
re capable of Reaſon than an Ape, of Vertue than Ba- 
Aſs, or of Honour than Caligula s Conſul. In fre, with- 
our Concerns, or you may one Day repent your Con- 
e: For I muſt once for all tell you, Honour without 
tence, without Religion, will yield to Intereſt :!: 
n. This cannot be done ſo ſoon; endeavour, I beſeech 
dgain him; overturn his Principles, and the Conqueſt 
e eaſie; you can't oblige him more than by entering in- 
iſpute; and the ſhorteſt way to win his Favour, 1s to 


| with his Tenets. bio Op — 
6, Diſputes indeed are natural to Atheiſts ; for no Men 
ain with greater Eagerneſs they are in the Right, than 
that ſuſpect they are in the Wrong; like Men in a 
rous Road, they love to travel in Company, and ſo 
in Proſelytes to march to Hell with a Caravan. 
Neander, This Itch of arguing is a terrible Argument, 
Ire ſcared with Doubts, and haunted with Suſpicions, 
od is no Chymera, it's a Sign that Conſcience is un- 
and makes ſome Attempts. to break all the Barriers of 


nce, Pride and ie 


> be 
ard, 
eels 
by How- 
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However, I'll comply with your Deſires, and wait 
the Gentleman when you command me: Although Tj 
tell you, a Converted Atheiſt is a Phcenix fcarce ſeen in an 
for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ignorance, of much 
and little Reaſon ; he confutes Arguments with Lauy 
and pretends to frown Demonſtration it ſelf into Sopt 
How can Truth (I do not ſay ſubdue) but even reach 
Man ? You may as ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Ca 
Ball, as convince him, 2 | 

Nean. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Reaſons 

erchance ſoften his Obſtinacy ; and — 2 you loſe 
Eber you'll meet at leaſt in the next World the Rew 
your Zeal. Pl tell him you intend to make him a Vikit, 
Euſeb. T am content, Neander, I have drawn a ſhort 8 
of your Duty, and wiſh you ſo happy as to comply withi 
will prove the beſt Support of this Life, and the r 
fort in the other. God has interwoven Man's Felicity wit 
Duty, and twiſted his Intereſt with Pleaſure. A Good | 
ſeldom uneafie, and an Ill one is always unquiet ; one m 
blind not to diſcover the Canker at his Heart through a 
glittering Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power; he may 
and Laugh, but can't be merry: for certainly there is: 
Difference between Noiſe and Mirth ; their Lives areas 
as their Ends ; and thoſe are as Different as the Pains d 
Damned are from the Joys of the Blefled. 
Neander took leave of Euſebius, with a Promiſe ta cal 
© him the next Morning. He went immediately to The 
0 Lodges ; (this was the Atheiſt's Name) he opened! 
his Defign, and ask'd him, If Buftneſs would permit 
© to enter upon a Conference with Euſebius. 
© Theomachus received the Propoſal with a Tranſports 
© and told Neander he was infinitely oblig'd to him, fot 
ing ſo fair an Occafion of making Acquaintance with i 
ſo much talked of: For (continued he) I have often 
5 e- rf ee both of his Vertue and Learnig 
* ſhall by this Interview be able to judge, whether his) 
© equal his Fame. Beſides, the Greatneſs of my Adit 
vill ſecure my Credit, though Fortune declare again 
© Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, returned! 
© Lodgings, with a Reſolution to mind Theomachus of li 
_ © miſe the next Morning. 6c Vo 
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The END of the FIRST PART. 
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bt 2328 Ltho" it be not in the Potver of Man to epvite 1 wicolys 
92 as to leave the Criticks nothing to. refine upon; yet there 
SD are ſome, evhoſe Performances come nigher up to it, and 
7 1 — bit much better with the God of the Times, than «- 
*N' thers, Among theſe we preſume to veckon, The 
art = the 5 ES Tae 7 which was ſcarce well 
before it was at the End of its Fir Edition ; and. IE = 
nd with the ſame Sucteſs, in ibe Tbird it vas " deſervedly took 
Dedication ; in which as it gain d no little on Account of the 115 
Perſon it was preſented to ; ſo it received no ſmall Advantage 
ingenious Remarks of the Dedicator ; whoſe Elogiums are ſo 
gbr, bis Thoughts ſo well expreſs 4. and bis Expreſſions ſo 
together, that tho the Work it ſelf were of no Value, yet one 
uy the Book for the Dedication, 
as the Authors Deſire of being unknown, which made bim wil- 285 
Paſs for being Dead; but this Supplement, which is the ge- 
dp ſpring of the ſame Pen, has 0 much of him # in 15 yo! to con- 
G 3 vince 
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vince the World he is ſtill alive; and whoever reads the Sec 
will find there ſuch an Harmony of Thought and Expreſſion a 
Firſt, that if the Author bad been dead, one would almoſt co 
riſen again to write it, In a Word, he is certainly alive; 
bop'd bis growing Efteem will encourage him to oblige the Publ 
many ſuch Deſerving Pieces, e 
His Deſtan in this is to inſtruct the Nobility of Both Sexes i 
Duty; and to chalk out the ſureſt and ſhorteſt May to Content 
World, and Glory in tbe next. This is without doubt an 
gious Diſcovery, which ſo nearly concerns you, that I bope you « 
the Propoſals into Conſideration. And methinks the Author ji 
ſomely reconciles Greatneſs to Goodneſs, and all the Prerogu 
Quality to the Precepts of the Goſpel ; that you muſt either bave| 
ed Reaſon, or have bid adieu to Religion, if you refuſe to pral 
Met bod he preſcribes : For wha but Fools and Atheifts, will n 
Pretenſions to a Future Bliſs, for any Temporal Enjoyment ; 
may live Great here and Happy hereafter? - , - _ 
Ladies, Soldiers, and Courtiers will find bere the Cauſe | 
Miſcarriages, and the Remedies : And if a bare expoſing of yum 
over - heat the Spleen, and awaken Indignation ; ſurely the Gen 
Antidote will lay theſe unjuſt Reſentments; and perſwade) 
. that he bad been leſs "charitable, if he bad been 
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DIALOGUE I. 
The Cauſe of the ſolloving DIALOGUES. 


USE BI US prepar'd for the Rendezvous, and 
reſolv'd td attack the Atheiſt next Day: But 
an unforeſeen Accident defert'd the Meeting. 
A Club of Young Blades that Evening. fil- 
ed off from the Play-houſe, to {ſtorm ſome 
Bottles of Champaigne. H&utherius led on 
the Brigade, and march'd at the Head of the 
ian. And indeed he was com leatly Equipt for the 
ture. His Purſe was arm'd with Silver, and his Con- 
with Steel. They attack'd the Enemy with Courage, 
reon with Reſolution. All proteſted againſt Quarter, 
ave Friburgen did at Cremona). and ſo re olv'd to Stand, | 


10 fell in the Euter 2 125 | 1 
if the Aſſailants did Execution, Champaigne did more: 
ed at the Head, and made directly at the Brain, One 7 


under the Table, an Huzza waited, upon him to the. 
and Morpheus ſtep'd i in 4 to play the Surgeon. 


he. 
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The Misfortune of one breaths Vigour into the other; 
carry on manfully the Attack : Their Heads run rou 
the Glafſes; their Tongues ride Poſt ; their Wits are ja 
and Reaſon is diſtanc d. Brates could not talk better, 
Men worſe : Like Skippersin a Storm, they rather hall 
than ſpoke ; ſcarce one heard his Neighbour, and not on 
derſtood him: So that Noiſe ſtood for Senſe, and eve 
paſs'd for a Virtuoſo, becauſe all play'd the Fool to 
' vagance.- —— $4 

he Subject of their Heat was no leſs ſurprifing tha 
Management of it; and both ridiculous to Amazement, 
(cries one with an Oath) is the moſt compleat Nag in 
land; and then he threw among the Company ſuch a þ 
of Jocky-jargon; that one would think he had ſwept the 
ble Seven Years, or ſerved a Prenticeſhip to a Farrier. | 
Terms of Arts he goes on to a Leſſon of Proportion: Hi 
ſects the Animal; and flings the Anatomy en the Table; 
he flouriſhes on his Feats, and ſwears he is famous u 
Journal of New-market. Nay, I am told, the Gentlemat 
teſted, Sorrel was as well born as himſelf; that in a coll 
Line he touched the greater Bucephalus, and was Coufin 
removed to Caligula's Conſul. - 42 |; 

Wine had heated the Companies Blood; but this ſh 
negyrick inflam'd it. They could not agree to Sorrel's At 
vements, nor ſuffer him to GEN e Perfection 
Species; every Man ſtood up in Defence of his own Roſe 
and maintain'd his juſt Prerogatives with Heat and Cl 
But whilſt the Diſpute run high, their Wits ſunk lov 
the Bottles; Senſe ſlumber'd, and Reaſon almoſt felli 
Lethargy. | TIES 

From the Stable they trip over to the Kennel, and! 
Horſes, to philoſophize on Hounds. They follow the! 
with Tumult; one would have taken em for a Pack of! 
les on the Scent, but that they open'd louder. Al 
while the Glafles circle, Reaſon «bbs, Extravagance 
and Mirth flies out into Madneſs. 

And now our Gallants were handfomely Equip'd is 
Villany. Champaigne had fired their Blood, 1ntox! 
Reaſon, and drowned Shame. They fell upon their 
without Fear, without Scruple. Some worry his J. 
whilft others buffoon his Mercy. © The Juice of the Graf 
ſwell'd theſe petty Pigmies into daring Giants, Who © 
ded Heaven, and defied the Omnipotent. Indeed their 
kenneſs made ſome Attonement for their Blaſphemies 
after all, it's a ſad Caſe, when a Man is better for bein} 
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d into a Beaſt, and leſs fooliſh for having loſt his Wits. 
e proteſted againſt all Religions but that of Epicure + A- 
t all Heavens but that of Mabomet : And againſt all Hells 
ant of Champaigne or Canary. Another would not re- 
the Lord's 3 without an Amendment. To petition 
read (ſaid he) has more of the Beggar, than of the Gen- 
m. And ſutes better with the Poor of the Pariſh, than 
the Lord of the Mannor. Let us at leaſt (faid he) tack 
ily Bread, one Bottle of Burgundy. The Motion met 
Applauſe : Every one follow'd the Propoſal with 2 
nent ten times more outragious than the Text. They 
on: Impiety and the moſt rampart Inſolence paſt for 
oft refined Wit. Nay, to ſcrew Outrage to the higheſt 
„Oh! Tays one, give me Religis Medici, this Religion at 
is an healing Profeſſion : It reconciles the Croſs with the 


- 


ent, and ſtrikes an Alliance between the Son of Mary, 


he Son of Abdala. Thus is the Goſpel deliver'd up to 
Rabble, and a petty Atheiſtical Pamphlet lock'd up in 
rk. Our Saviour's Doctrine muſt give place to the Vi- 
of an Irreligious Quack, more fit to gaze upon Urinals, 
to talk of Religion. 


d their Diſcourſe been Innocent, their Madneſs had been 


ting: But to hear Chriſtians turn God into Farce, and 


ion into Romance; revile Sanctity, and play with Ju- 


is monſtrous and provoking. For what can be more a- 
ly flagitious, than to make God the Subject of our 


, and the Goſpel of our Diverſion? Than to throw the 


Wauguſt and the moſt trifling things into the ſame Com- 


on? And to blend Majeſty and Omnipotence with Laugh- 
d Frenzy ? | 


je Proverb ſays, Who marthers <ohen be ir drunk, muſt hang 


when he is ſober, I would have it paſs into a ſtanding Law, 
ake in Blaſphemers. The Fear of a Red hot Iron might 
dly put em in Mind of Fire and Brimſtone, and the dread 
fling for ſtigmatiz'd Villains in this World, might ſcare 


nto an Apprehenſion of living Eternally Reprobates in 


t. = | 
this time Eleutberius had ſeiz'd on the Chair, and began 
Id forth on the Text of ede, bibe. He was a Libertine at 
rowth, a Latitudinarian in Principle, - and by Conſe- 
ce an Atheiſt in Practice. Epicure was his Caſuiſt, and 
his Divine. | 8 | 
your Arms Gentlemen (bawls he) the Enemy has taken 
eld, and advances to beat up our Quarters. Our Pri- 


vileges a 
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vileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative lies bleeding, 
thing but Refolacion can retrieve em. - 
The Company gaz'd at this unexpected Exerdium. 

d out Thieves, others a French Invaſion; but moſt cn 
ded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land without Veſſels; 
they follow'd the Road of the Compoſtella Pilgrims, or 
ſome Teems of Domingos Ganzes. But the Orator perce 
the Surprize ſoon laid their Fright, and calm'd their] 
Gentlemen (continued he) our Enemies are Domeſtick, 
Foreign; and they 3 Chains for our Conſciences 
for our Bodies. In a Word, they preach up Vertue, and 
2 Pleaſure ; entail Heaven on the one, and Hell on 
otner. : F 

Yet did they confine this Obligation of Self-denial y 
Clergy, or the Sex, I would fit down and only ſmile at 
Impoſture. But alas! they even ſtrike at our unqueſtia 
Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen within' the laſh of the 
tute. We muſt forſooth fling up our Claim to Heaven, . 
we ſtarve in the Face of Plenty. We fhall cry out i 
next World for Water to cool our parch'd Tongues, 'i 
bathe em with Burgundy in this. Theſe new coin'd Tt 
are ſet on Foot, and abetted in London, nay, in the very 
of the Play-houſe and the Tavern. Ir 

I met this paves, opp Euſebius, the grand Patriarch oft 
dangerous Morals : His Perſon ſeems as outlandiſh as his 
Etrine, and his Mind no leſs Heterodox than his Princi 
He is a Compound of Jew and Infidel, Phariſee on the 
fide, and Stoick on the other: His Gate is as grave as the 
Duke of Alva's, and as ſtarch'd as that of his Majeſty of! 
But his Tongue rides Poſt, and is a kind of Motu, ! df 
and like old Diogenes, or Timon, is always upon the Satyt. 
Fne, I took the Man for Penance in Perſon, and Mortifidl 
in Querpo; for a meer. Mummy pickled in Myrrh, and i 
in Bitumen. Gentlemen (cries he) muſt low Appetite! 
- * Senſe, and curb Nature: They muſt war upon the H 
repreſs its Sallies, and diet it into Obedience : They! 
be humble in Grandeur, poor in Wealth, and meek inp 
of Provocation: They muſt melt down their Swords! 
Croſſes, and turn their fine Holland Shirts into Sackcloth. 
not this to lay us on our Backs? To break down the 1 
ſure between Quality and Peaſantry ? and to call in ou! 
tents? Drudgery is the Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure tht 
heritance of Gentlemen: I could not indeed confutt 
Sophiſms with Reaſon, but will by Practice. And if! 
not miſtaken, one Fact weighs more, than a thouſand es . 
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s Let us page this new born Brat in the Cradle. Prin- 
obſta is a nice Maxim: A Spark. contemn'd breaks often 
a Flame. New Errours are as highly receiv'd into our 
d as new Faſhions, and we are juſt as conſtant to eur 
ciples as to our Amours. > - 
he Harangue was receiv'd with Applauſe, and all voted a 
edy. Some would filence Exſebius with a Baſtinado, and 
rs with Reaſon. - They pitch'd upon the laſt Opinion as 


> Civil, and leſs Dangerous. | 
et Interview is reſolv d. But who will take up the Cudgels 
nd cloſe with the Enemy? Eleutberius found no Inclination to 
on ure Weapons with a victorious Foe. The firſt Engage- 


t had cool'd his Appetite. He had ſhot all his Ammuni- 
and like our German Allies, expected a Bill of Exchange 
irniſn his Magazine with new Proviſion. 5 = 
he Expedition (ſays one of the Company) is of too great 
equence to be committed to Eleutberius s Conduct; he 
deen once fool'd, and a ſecond Attempt ill managed ma 


| 

F an entire Overthrow to our Cauſe. To be foel'd an 
„ (ſays another with 2 Smile) may paſs for Synonymous 
Tis Caſe ; the Senſe comes as near as the Letters, and the 
ry fication of either may equally be apply'd to him. | 


utherius was ſurpriz'd at the Glance, and the Sarcaſm 
for a Bluſh ; but Wine prevented the Confuſion ; for 


r Colour ; though to ſpeak Truth, Eleutberius had a great 
mand over his Blood, and was within an Ace, as much 
er of his Face as of his Conſcience. | 
dwever, he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yet with roo 
h Heat to be Innocent; the Wine had warm'd his Cou- 
, but this ſet it on Fire. 'The Conſult had ended in a 
| War, had not one of the Company interpos'd, and kept 
eace between his Majeſty's Subjects. Nay, he undertook 


de! 
f he Encounter, they reel'd to their Lodgings, tho' ſome 
ey up in the Kennel. . 
n {pl 7 ag R 4X 2 
rds 1 8 Jp 
i DIALOGUE IL. 
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on A PROSECUTION of the ſame SUBJECT. 
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7 Hilſt Eleutberius prepar'd againſt Euſebius on the one fide, 


his Lad (whom I call Emilia) muſter'd Troops on the 


ving taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, they could admit no. 


Command of the Expedition : So that having provided 


. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe lay hard on her Ladyſhip's 
„%% 86 „ 
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Stomach. The Gentlewoman was downright Cropfick, 
nothing but Revenge was able to off the Humour, 
had been ſo inured to Compliments, that ſhe could not d 
Euſebiu;'s Freedom. Flattery had plac'd her among the! 
ties, and Favour voted her a Wit. She was fond of the 
motion, and by an innate Pride, common to the Sex, acti 
the whole Preferment to Merit, and nothing to Coun 
Now this Lady ſo gawdy in Conceit, could not enduy 
receive Reproof for Incenſe, nor unpalitable Truths, for i 
ing Courtſhip, She dreaded a fincere Tongue no leſs th 
true Glaſs, and would no more ſuffer her duct to be 
ſtion'd, than her Complexion. Euſebius indeed had ha 
her Lady ſnip without Ceremony, but her Diſeaſe was M. 
Like an honeſt Surgeon, he would not ſpare the Saw tofi 
the Parient. However, he ſtep'd not over the Rules of By 
ing, but kept within the Bounds of Decency : But hee 
not applaud her Follies, nor Canonize her Irregularities. 
was wedded to the World. He told her ſhe emb 
Shadow, that once would betray her Hopes, and thwat 
Expectation with Diſappointment : That ſhe might rel 
her Folly by a timely Divorce: But that dilatory Ful 
are generally follow'd by an untimely Repentance.' i 
might have expected from her Court-Breeding, à cin 
turn for ſo charitable a Caveat. Emilia was in the M 
but ſhe would not be ſet Right. She Þ ys to Hell, 
would needs be told ſhe took the high Way to Heaven: 
becauſe the good old Gentleman po . her Favour t 
Happineſs, and refuſed to purchaſe her bonnes graces at the 
pence of her Soul, ſhe flew into,a Fury, and repaid his\ 
rity with Satyr and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Fil 
had almoſt ſtop'd Reſpiration, and that ſhe had certainly 
pired of a Syncop, had ſhe not taken Coach and throw 
the ſtifling Humour in the Boſoms of a Female Juno, 
whom ſhe paſs'd the Evening. 
Emilia found the Ladies in a Commotion, their Coo! 
tion was Clamorous, and too earneſt to be Indifferent. ut 
a kind of South-Eaſt Wind had ruffled their Tempe! 
blown their Tongues into Diſorder. The French Pat 
boat brought over the Alarm, and Lucia (fo I call the I 
paid the Poſt a Shilling for the Mortification. To be 
this Gentlewoman entertained an Envoy at the French C 
to give Intelligence how Modes ebb'd and flow'd ; when! 
firſt appear d; when like to expire; which were moe 
26 for Forty, which for Sixteen; which for a riſing, ' 
or a ſetting Beauty. She received freſh Advice, th 
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þ King had forbid the wearing of Gold Lace, and that 
zelow 2 Counteſs lay under the Prohibition; that he had 
d Commodes, and taken the Sex a Story lower? that the 
heſs of Burgundy immediately undreſs'd, and qa whe in 
ange of the new Standard; that his Majeſty had a De- 
againſt Top-knots ; and had paſe d in Counſel an Act 
nit the Tranſportation of Waſhes and Pomatums. | 


Paſſion fluſh'd in their Faces, and burſt out of their 
the» The Grand Lewis was commanded to the Bar, and 


his Female Bench as Chavaleerly, as the Salamanca Doctor 
Sir George Fefferies 3 and his exorbitant Power receiv'd 
+ Laſhes in an Hour, than at the Hague, or Vienna, in a 


lIve-month. - + - , "294345; e415; 3 

ze Son (ſays one) in all his Voyages never ſaw à more 
rious Prince; he drives at Univerſal Monarchy, his De- 
out-ſtretch his Dominiens, nothing is able to glut his 
dition but the Slavery of 115 ; he has befieged Towns 
> threeſcore Years, now he falls fow] upon Fallyons, and 
ort at the Toylet, as he huffs in the Field. 
his is (continued another) an Inroad upon our Privilege, 
a manifeſt Invaſion: of our Right 3 to model Dreſſes is 
bief Branch of our Prerogative ; nay, it's our proper 
ttel 3 in a Word, it's an Employment entailed on our Sex. 
deed! am told: (ſays a third) French Laws reach not our 


h chough there be na Commerce of Trade, there is of Mo- 
We are always French without, tho' ſeldom within; 
2 we hate their Soldiers, we dote on their Taylors 
Semſtreſſes. We ſhould therefore ſee the Waiters, and 
on the reform'd Ware at the landing; nay, and indict 
eamen upon the Statute of no Commerce with Fance. 

ou expected a Qzeve with Impatience, and now ſhe 

ut to eaſe gu Mind, and to lay open the Cauſe of her 
grin to the Company. Alas! (ſaid ſhe) our Privileges 
ot only rifled at Paris, they are clip d at Loudon + The 
inguiſhing Marks of Birth and Title are defaced ; and the 


: ( nds on the ſame Level with my Lady: Then ſhe en- 
ind the Club with the Dialogue between her ſelf aad 
den , and follow'd the Text with an exaſperating Com- 


ore" © oy ſhe miſrepreſented the Diſcourſe to fit it for 

and foiſted in ſome grating. Expreſſions to provoke 
chal entment: The Harangue tired the Audience, and almoſt 
a Leaſh of Ladies into Fits; They:laſt Patience, and 


his unexpected Intelligence wrought like diaturbith cum 


ounced guilty of an high Miſdemeanour ; he was handled 


d; they are contraband here no leſs than their Wines: 


even 
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even Breeding : Paſſion ſeized on Reaſon, and Revenge; 
Liberty to the Tongue. When Spight and Impotence my 
nothing is more Clamorous and Extravagant. 
But above all Emilia was Remarkable :. Nature had fava 
her with a voluble Tongue; and her mercurial Temper 
ed with Revenge, improved its Motion to Admiration; 
that it run at the Rate of ten Miles an Hour, and laſh'd 
ſebius without Mercy or Interruption. They leave Mouf 
at Verſailles to chaſtiſe Euſebius at London : He was to be broy 
upon his Knees firſt, and then to do Penance before the 
zregation: But theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Effel 
| the firſt Heat. Time cool'd their 1 and wrought d 
into Terms of a more reaſonable Satisfaction. They thou 
therefore fit to compound with the Gentleman upon t 
Articles. 1. That he craved Pardon of the Ladies, fat 
fronting their Character in the Perſon of Emilia. 2. Thi 
acknowledg'd the Doctrine he had advanc'd was Heteroſ 
rather ſpoken out of Inadvertance than Malice, and mot 
carry on Diſcourſe, than to impoſe an Obligation. 3. 
0 ords of our Saviour be perfe#, rather intimate a 
ſel than a Command: And that they concern neither 
Dutcheſs, Counteſs; nor Gentlewoman. 4. That the 
faid Perſons are exempt from the Cumbrances of the Gol 
and lie under no Law but of their Pleaſure. Emilia and 
drew up. theſe Conditions, and were deputed by wat | 
to preſent them to Exſebius. In the mean time the good? 
went to Bed, never dreaming of their Deſigns; an ignt 
of the Work, theſe two Cabals had cut him out for 
Day's Employment. 1 
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DIALOGUE WM. 
*  Evsxy1vs Jays open the Irregular Condes of LADIES. 


Milia and Lucia drove away betimes the next Morniaf 
£5 Evſebius's Lodging. They generouſly for once broke" 

Sleep to execute their Commiſſion; and expos 
Health to the Morning Vapours, for the common cell 


the'Sex. * 4 ſtarted at the Earlineſs of the Viſit, 1 
began to ſuſpect this unuſual Appearance (like mont 4 
Births) portended a Turn of State; or threatned Inundal I 
or Earthquakes: :'''To riſe by Candlelight, and to ſet om 2 


fore the Sun, is not only a jreach of Cuſtom, but a Viohl 


5 
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Non they muſt not be- 


e Ceremonial of Ladies; univ 
of pcs till Phebus had a 
to {leep, till he prepares to riſe. - However, Euſebius 
bred his Duty in the height of his Surprize, and receiv- 
> Deputies with a Reſpect, He would fain have regaled 
with a Diſh of Chocolate, but they refuſed the Offer: 
deed they had already by way of Precaution, armed 
elves againſt the Serena with a Caudle. 436 7 
lia open'd her Commiſſion and read her Credentials ; 
I am ſent (ſaid ſhe) by a ſelect Committee of Ladies 
uire Satisfaction. You are, Sir, (I preſume continu'd 
oo guilty to deny the Charge, and too much a Gentle- 
ot ts ask our Pardon. 2 { 
bins could ſcarce keep Countenance at this unexpected 
gue ; and indeed had not her Ladyſhip wept like April, 
pht have turn'd the Scene into Farce and Comedy. In- 
e wept ſo heartily one would have thought her Fa- 
 Lapdoy I gaſping, or that ſome American Planter 
idnap'd the little Animal, to tranſplant the Species into 
, It was not Repentance for her Sins melted her 
and drew down theſe plentiful Showers : No, no, 
ion alone open'd the Floodgates of her Eyes, and caſt 
o this whimpering Diſtemper. Euſebius (as | ſaid) had 
iiſed her Ladyſhip, and ſhe took his Freedom in Dud- 
She miſtook his Charity for Diſreſpect, and thought 
f affronted, becauſe he pay'd leſs Reſpect to her Fol- 
an to her Perſon ; for great Ladies expect Flattery, 
or thoſe Extravagances for which they are in Danger of 
ng Fire and Brimſtone hereafter. Now the very 1, 
bus boil'd up her Reſentment to the Brim, and be- 
t found not an eaſie Ifſue through the Tongue, it broke 
ive through the Eyes. | as 4-3 
bius ſeeing Emilia in this Scituation thought open Railer 
dnable, and yet he could not reſolve to be Serious. H 
herefore a Mean, and between Earneſt and Jeſt; you 
adam, I perceive, ſaid he, a Publick Miniſter 3 and 
ady is your Adjoirt, Why was not I advertiz'd of your 
g; I might have prepar'd the Sopha, or borrow'd his 
y's Coaches to conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing 
e pleas'd to appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apologize 
8 poor Reception. 
tell me, I am guilty of Leze Majeſty againſt Ladies; cer- 
a Crime of ſo monſtrous a Size would flie in my F ace, 
my Memory were ſhort, or my Conſcience harden d. 
ough Age hath not were out the one, nor my Mare 
| mer 
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ſeered the other, I am not conſcious of the Treſpaſs, 


reſpect their Quality, and have a Regard for their Pg 


when attended by Merit, and waited- on by Vertue ; but 


I find no Fund of Excellency, but the Feminine Gen 


dignified Husband, Or a gawdy Manto, I reſerve my y 
8 | 


for more deſerving Obje b . 
Luc. How, Sir ! Have you the Confidence to plead no 


ty before Emilia ? Refreſh your Memory, caſt a Ref 


upon Yeſterday's Converſation! Was it genteel ? Wa 

and by the {tr 

and your own. . / 
Euſeb. You muſt not wonder, Madam, If I deny the 

ment; the Law allows it to Criminals, it's the Stile 


Court. Now, I ſuppoſe, you will not refuſe me the Pri 


of the Bar. But however, I had, I confeſs, the Honout 

ue a Point with Emilia, and the Misfortune to difſpleal 
Yet the Offence was meerly Perſonal, it reach'd not the( 
much leſs the whole Sex. I preſume every Woman 
Legion. And that Affronts like Diſeaſes are not prop 
by Sytnpathy. GF Ai ö 

Luc. You ſtruck and wounded the whole Sex thro 

milia's Side. Did you not preach up Vertue, not on 
Ornament to Quality, but as a ſtrict Obligation? L 
not lampoon our Conduct, and expoſe our Behaviour? 
Euſeht I told Emilia Vertue was her Duty, and I have 
ture for my Warrant. Pray fly in the Face of the Holy 
and bring in an Action of Scandalum magnatum agaill 
Bleſſed Saviour. He pinches, I aflure you, upon G 
and Title, and values more a Dairy-maid with Vertu 
a Princeſs without” it. I ventured alſo to compare tif 
Etice of Ladies with their Duty; and after a ſerious A 
tion, I found the one bore no Proportion with the other 
jar like Contraries, and can no more be reconcil'd tha 
tradictories. If L arraign the Expreſſes of ſome, tt 
to reform them. Charity er my Tongue, not 85 
ine, 1 endeavour'd to correct their Failings, without 
ing their Perſons, ot inſulting their Quality. n | 
dies, Where is the Harm? Is it not true, That Gods 
the World for Man, and Man for himſelf? And are not! 
comprehended in this general End of the Creation? M 
refign all Claim to Heaven? Or ſhake off the Yoke 
pendance ? Are they not therefore oblig'd to ſerve C 
out of Intereſt and Duty? Is not this the fundamental 
. The Capital Maxim of the Goſpel 
whole Load of Chriſtian Nomiſe and Precepts leans 
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And as God has obſerved no Mean in his Favours to 
he has put no Bounds to our Obligation. Love the Lord 
with all thy Heart. This is Scripture, Ladies: It's not 
od's. Word, but his Command; and I find no where 
ee topping Females lie without the Pale of the Precept: 
rhaps * are better read in Sbakſpeare than Revelation. | 
i God be thank'd, Sir, we know the Catechiſm. Do you N 
eve receiy'd our Education in the Wilds of lee , 1 
8”. 1 queſtion not your Knowledge: It's hard tooverl | 
God has ftamp'd within us. That we were made to 
od is the firſt Leſſon we learn: But by Misfortune 
dom look behind the Principle: We never take into 
eration the Conſequences : For if it be true you were 
Created for his Service and Glory, every Action that 
rom this Point is excentrical and irregular : It's a Vio- 
f your Duty, and carries you from the End of your 
Fn. Be pleas d to ſuryey your Thoughts and Defires ; 
nite your Words and Actions; and then tell me, Whe- 
ey hanker'd not more after ** Satisfaction, than 
Service? Whether they aim'd not more at the oblig- 
Senſe, than at the Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet 
lieve you were placed in this World to ſave your Soul : 
our only Buſineſs is to fave it: That though you gain 
verſe, you loſe All unleſs you ſave it: Permit me to 
nere you in this particular, or to conclude your Reaſon 
iſorder 'd. 3 . | ; 
Take your Choice, Judgments work no Alteration 
Jou will ſcarce think us out of Chriſtianity, nor 
Ps into Bedlam : But pray, What unfortunate Conſtella- 
end at our Births ? What fatal Influence dubb'd us 
r Infidels ? The Dilemma is unkind : I might add un- 
ber. Infidelity in a Reform'd Nation has ſomething of 
dnſter : And Folly every where much of the Beaſt. 
ur Diſcourſe betray any Diſtemper of the Head? Or | 
dice a y Symptoms bf a depraved Will? 1 
ut on Shoul you ſee a Man (whilſt his Eftate lay gaſping) | 
from the Play-Houſe to the Tavern ; ſleep till Ten f 
lorning, and revel till Twelve at Night: Baſtinado 
not vers, and challenge his Judge to a Duel; Would you 
i cude this: Gentleman valued Indigence above an E- 
"ke That he was fond of Poverty ? Or compleatly rigged 
| 2 Journey to More-Fields? ? | 
nt We ſhould queſtionleſs infer, he had a Mind to dis- 
| himſelf of the Incumbrarice of Lande; and to try the 
0 n Charity 
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Charity of the Congregation. 'But pray parallel not oy 
haviour to this Coxcomb's ExtravaganceQ. 
Euſeb. By no means; for how can I compare thing 
have no Proportion, or Analogy ? This Coxcomb's Fol 
only throw him into Poverty, and thoſe troubleſome 8 
that wait on Indigence, light Dinners and fowÞ Linnen! 
yet this Misfortune ma by. Care and Induſtty be reti 
and muſt end. But Ladies muſt expect more diſmal ( 
quences of their Negligence : For Heaven loſt is never 
and Hell Flames once lighted are never extinguiſh'd. 
Luc. Nay, now we are fallen on the Topick of Etem 
ſhall never end. You are chop'd upon the Text of Py 
upon the common Theme of Cant. You intend to fri 
into Bigotry, and to ſcare us into Slavery, We knoy 
has prepat'd an Heaven for his Friends, and an Hell far 
nemies, and that Both are Everlaſting ;' but we kn, 
whilft we do no Harm, we incurr no Guilt, and by 
quence no Puniſhmennt. 1 
Euſeb. Hell indeed it a rery common Place, the Roi 
is plain, and always crowded, ſo that it's well Peopled: 
and the Citizens, like thoſe of Old Rome, are in pre: 
Lords, Knights and Ladies; and the Privilege of the 
ration runs for Eternity. You are 5 (you ta 
with this Truth'; However, I take the Freedom ton 
your Memory, and I think a Touch of it ſometirnes, f 
be only in Glance and Cypher,.is ſeaſonable: For I ct 
Doubt has hung cruelly in my. Head, Whether the! 
ledge of our Firſt rate Mortals of Both Sexes reach'd. tht 
ter? I have ſpent ſome Reflections upon their Condub 
find Hell in their Practice, but not in their Belief, 1 
compared with Grief, Pagan Rome with Chriſtian Lana 
read in the Practice of this, the Infidelity of the other. 
Actions are ſb uniform, one. muſt conclude their Exped 
are the ſame; and that our Ergliſh Hopes and Feats, A 
fined wholly to the Preſent, ' as well as the Ryntans. 1 
Fne, 9 agan Ladies, were litter'd to Campus Nan 
are coach'd to Hide-Park ; if they ſheer'd bt to the II 
ours driVs home by the Play-Houſe'; they had their Bi 
are not behind- hand in this Diverſion. The umd 
hung Provinges in their Eats,” afld cartied the Price d 
doms on their Backs; and their Vanity ſwell'd to thatY 
that nothing but a Decree of the Senate, was able! 
Bounds to its Extravagance. Indeed our Banks au 
niſh'd than thoſe of Rome ; and fo our EA Vice 
content with leſs Equipage ; We are not attended by ett 
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es, nor carried on the Shoulders of Gaus, or Germans ; 
ndants and Necklaces may want ſome Cara#s of the An- 
Sravery, but generally they weigh more than our Lands, 
rd ſhips; they eat up our Glebe, and prey upon our 
itles. So that though our Vanity has * and 
it's attended by more Folly. FO WE 
fels Venus and Cubid have no Altars in our Churches, 
they are clear of Idols, Idolatry goes on: Like Michas, 
ſhip theſe little Proſtizutes at home with Ephods and 
phim, and turn the whole Year into a Lupercalia : We 
[ mean, to this Procureſs and Pandar Altars in our 
ta out of the reach of Parliament or Church-wardens ; 
ni fice (not Doves) but all our Thoughts, Deſites, an 
DW to thoſe Lewd Divinities. For pray confider, Do 
ue lntrigues take up the Time of Chriſtians, as well as 
no)! Pagans ? And are they not carried on with as much 
1 8d Ceremony at London as at Rome? Can Hiſtory in- 
ne Fact of Incontinence that we have not Wee by 
000888. 2 Nev, the Copies, we draw out-do, the Originals; 
ca: bluſh as little at thoſe Crimes our Religion condemns 
and Brimſtone, as the Pagans at thoſe Idalatries pla- 
eaven. oe gs! IP n 
who can draw any other Concluſion from ſuch a Re- 
ce of Practice, but a Reſemblance of Belief And 
land, tho, Chriſtian without, 1s no leſs. Pagan within 
erica ? For what is the Difference, but that our Name 
and our Vices worſe, I have heard that a Japoneſe, 
nſtruction of a Divine, concei ved an high Idea of the 
n Religion; but all the Rhetorick of the Preacher 
ble to bring him over till he had taken a Journey into 
With che elt fair Wind he ſet Sail for Goa, he dou- 
Cape of Good Hope, and lands at Lisbon; He travels over 
He examines the Behaviour and Employments o 
j He compares their Lives with their Belief ; the 
ls of their, Actions with the Severity of their Pre- 
ind finding no Proportion between the Doctrine and 
ice, he concluded Chriſtianity was Mummery and 
e: That we did not believe in Europe, what we 
in India ; and, in Fre, that Chriſtianity was rather a 
of doi, han of Godlineſs. For he could not 
it poſſi Be ſo many Millions to run counter to 
8of their Profeſſion, and to combine to confute by an 
al Practice all the Articles of their Creed. Can Men 
| who profeſs a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage 
ethren, and welter in the Blood of their neareſt Re- 
| + IO lations ? 
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lations ? Can Men, who are bid to lay up all their 1 
in Heaven, place their whole Concerns upon Earth! 
they take up hete, as if they were never to remgve, 4 
tle with Satisfaction in the very Place of theit Exile x 
believe Chriſt ſuffered for their Sins, and yet cruciſie 
their Oaths ? Or that God will avenge Crimes, and ye 
mit the blackeſt without Horrour or even Scruple ? G 
believe Luſt is forbid, and at the ſame time make it 
Bufineſs to excite Fleſh, and whip on the Paſſions to 
even beyond their natural Inclination ? To plungei 
bauches leſs upon Appetite, than by way of Exploit a 
latitry ? This poor Idolater could not conceive how Ch 
Conduct could vary ſo prodigiouſly from their Jud 
How their Law could teach Morality, and their 
breath Impiety. And ſo return'd into his Coun 
Perſuafion, that our Religion was all Artifice, 
or all Chriftians Infidels. | "oY 
Emil. Well! Scolding is a Song of two Parts; If 
one, I may be tempted to take the other. Providenc 
2 good Surgeon to make an ill Gentleman. Tour 
lies ſo to Diſſection, I believe you take as nuch Pls 
the cutting up of a Fault, or in reading upon the 
your Neighbour, as a Doctor of the College in the u 
ing of x Malefactor taken from the Gibbet. Take 5 
lampoon the whole Race of Chriſtians, and male 
upon the Nation. You have aſſumed the Office of 
General, and what will you gain but Enemies and N 
Luc. His InveRive, Madan, reaches not us, we dond 
Our Conduct is Innocent, and our Behaviour belies 
Profeſſion. HT | | 
Euſeb, | am not diſpoſed to libel Ladies, not to! 
Mankind. But I am concern'd in earneſt, to ſee | 
ſpight of all. Sollicitation to be Happy, run headi 
crown'd Victims to their Ruine. To ſee Chriſtians 
Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our Redeemer, and at! 
time to break thro' all the Principles that ſupport 6 
You fix your Security upon this wretched Maxim, 
Harm. Suppoſe it true; Will this enfare your Happ! 
You have certainly conſider d, Math. 25. You i 
tne Parable of a Maſter, who call'd his Servant 0 
for a Talent. Be pleaſed upon my Recommendatich 
once more to the Place: It feems defign'd for your? 
on ; weigh the Drift, and ſtop at every Circumſtan 
Man deliver'd his Servant a Talent with a Comma 
it out at Intereſt; But reflecting on the one ſide 
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e Bank was ſunk, and the Security queſtionable; and 
other that his Maſter was ſevere and exacting, he 
t it a Piece of Policy to ſecure the Capital; and re- 
it immediately at his Return. But the Maſter treats 
in with Heat and Outrage. 1! and Idle Servant. He re- 
the Talent with Indignation, he coops him W 3 
en condemns him to NWeepiog; and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

his poor Wretch was neither Thief nor Murtherer 5 
her waſted his Lord's Goods, nor alienated 'em. It's 
e laid not out the Money to Intereſt; but he ſecured 
ncipal: And if he did no Good, he was charg'd with 
m. Notwithſtanding this Plea brought him not off; 
found guilty of Negligence and Idleneſs, and receiv- 
Sentence, and Puniſhment, dae agg 
nat, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security was the 
of his Damnation. He was Unprofitable, but not Wic- 
e encreas'd not his Maſter's Stock, nor did he embezit 
u pretend you do no Harm, but confeſs you do no 
you do not ſerve God, and will not offend him. If 


1 tence did not protect the Steward, nor ſtave of the 
\ . Why ſhalf it plead harder for you; unleſs per- 
” the Female Sex has Right to more Indulgence than 


le; or that God will have regard to Quality; or that 
urt lies out of the Verge of his Juriſdiction ? 


a In good earneſt, Ladies, Do you no Harm? Is it not Harm 
er from the Cradle to the Coffin in a Labyrinth of 
he ents, either Vain or Childiſh ? Is it 20 Harm to tire 


Ives upon the Concerns of this World, without ſpending 
ought upon the Affairs of the other? Is it no Harm to; 


e Prodigals, to laviſh thoſe 5 0 Moments of Time 


70 mpoſe your Lives upon Bafls, Masks, and Dreſſing ? 
oe ce Education has given you falſs Notions of Time; 


ignorant of its Value; you are perchance apter to look 
ſtiau s a Burthen, than 2 Favour, as a Drug that lies upon 
d at! ands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me to diſabuſe you. 
ung is more valuable, nothing more precious than 
every Moment is worth an Eternity; the Bliſs of the 
s but the Reward of Time well husbanded ; and the 
dn "P's of the Damned are the diſmal Effects of Time mil-- 
* Do you comprehend the Value of Grace, or of the 
dat! 0+! Vifion ? This Grace, this beatifical Viſion are the 
Time. The Damned Souls can never ſoften God's 
tho they weep Eternally; tho' they groan Eternal- 
fade the Weight of his Severity; and yet in one Moment 
de ie aſſiſted by his Grace we may cancel the moſt flaming 
* f N H 3 | | Sins, 
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Sins, we may renew our Claim to Heaven, and return tg 
Favour. Happineſs therefore and Miſery, are both Et 
depend on Time. Yet you do no Harm when you miſpend 
nay, when you labour more to miſapply ir, than God requ 
to manage it to Advantage. e 
How many Wretches ſulter in Flames without Pity, or 
terruption ? And yet they burn for the very Principle 
maintain, that it's zo Harm to trifle away Time. But, La 
Flames have reſtored em to their Wits, and brought the 
a juſt Acknowledgment of their Error: They deplore d 
iſtake with fruitleſs Tears, and draw from their late 
Z pentance no Lenitive but Deſpair. They cry louder for N 
We. - than the unhappy Dives for Water, an 1 a Moment 
| bove the Waves of the Ocean. Would Gad expoſe I 
to Sale,, the Number of Chapmen would equal that of 
Reprobates. How many Empires would Alexander, Ceſar, 
Meſſaline give up for one Hour? But alas ten thouſand M 

will not purchaſe a fingle Moment. Is it then 0 Harm to 
ter away our Lives, and like Children duck-and-drake a 
a Treaſure able to buy Paradiſe ? In ne, Ladies, our Death 
Wiſhes that ſue with ſuch an Energy for a Moments Rept 
demonſtrate Time has a real Value: For hy ſhould i 
| pear ſa deſirable, when the moſt gaudy Vanities of the N 
raiſe ContempEs.: ee eh eee 
Emil. So, Euſebius has pronounced our Dooms:; we 2 
ready damned in Effigie, nay, and all Mankind in Enn 
Hieroglyphick. Are you not afraid, Sir, of being torn to 

ces by the Street Infantry? Do you feel no Pangs of 
punction for ſuch Antichriſtian Aſſertions 2 Icou d non 
lleep with ſuch a weighty Sin upon my Conſcience, i 
could breath fifty Fathom . What, . nothing 
Hell and Damnation for poor Mortals after a; plentiful 
demption? But I ſuppoſe you ſtand off in Generals, ande 
E us not in your Sentence; for, I thank God, 1a 
ave an Eye on the main Chance; I am at Peace within, 
take Account of my Time, ti 8s 7 

Eꝛuſeh. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower of 
Prerogative, he alone crowns the Vertue of the Right 
and puni ſhes the Crimes of the; [#podly. ; I haxe not 
vey d the Region of Darkneſs mor rusd the R iſte 
Lucifer, ſo that I am ignorant gf the Number of the Un 

nate, and unacquainted with their Perſons ; yet gert 
Scripture be the Rule of Gad and Evil, if it points 

Road that leads to Death; Without ſtraining the Law ef, 
rity, I may pronounce the greateſt part of Gar. Nest and 
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in a fair "ay to Damnation. For who ſteens by that. Com- 
: Who fallows that Guide? Nay,, in Defiance of Self- J 
reſt, Revelation and Reaſon too, we cut, all the 9 
cims of the Goſpel, as if it were to be underſtogdoback- | 
4, and that Vice ſtood for Vertugz Verrue fur Vice, and 
| for Heaven. But it ſeems your Club isinor; like other 
le ; your Conſciences are Serene without Storm or Cloud, 
enjoy within a ſweet Spring, a gentle Calm, as if the Haf- 
had built their Neſts in your very Souls. You make not 
ſe Step from January to December, every thought is Sera- 
k, every Motion more than Chriſtian, every Mament of 
is managed with Thought and Conſideration, oilt's pity 
onizations are aut of Faſhion in Exgland, yay might elſe 
I fair for a 42 in the Kalendar. But is gbod Earneſt 
ur Conduct fo irreproachable ? Do yau.al d much 
to God ? So little to Vanity Let us try (if you pleaſe) 
Point by plain Fact: it deſerves Attention 
u then Ladies, what is the grand Occupation of the 
! Between Eight and Nine in comes my . 
nge in Order and Method all the little Trinkets of rhe 
let, She chuckles together a whole Cory oh Eſſences and 
umes, ſhe commands Corubs to their Poſts, Pomatums to 
„ Waſhes a lamode to theits. Hefte is Contrivance in Fol - 
ad Confuſion in Order. One ubuldtak era Due ſſing: room 
Toy-ſhop, or a Mercery lofe all Ware. Nay, Ichave 
it compar'd to an Army ind Array for the little. Knick- 
[and in a Military Poſtute ſumg are divided into Ba- 
*; others into Squadrons-3 ume wake up the left, 
the right Wing ; and I have een a Corps un reſerne _ | 
le board ready. for ſudden Ocxaſiuns. A French Glaſs = 
ode — in the:Ger ps:derhafaille 3 at: his Beck tha, > 
rboxes march, Powders and Eſſenices advance, Combs = 
upon Duty ; and then an abhſudden, Halti and no. my 
| makes her Intrado, and begins the greath erk of the 
She conſults her Oracle the Glaſs; upon cher State of 
ealth and Beauty 5 What, Obange nce laſt Night, 
has wrought in her Complexiod; Whether iticarries on 
pproaches with ſpeed ; 0£-:1wherher it draws! near the 
and when probably it may maſter the Out car) ? 
l now her Lady ſhip brandiſhes the Combs, and the Paw-» | A 
iſe Clouds in the Apartment. She trims up. the Come 
dhe places it ten times, unplaces it as often without be- 
d fortunate às to hit upon the Critical Point. She models 
Ul Syſtems, but is pleasM With none. For you muſt 
| ſome Ladies fanſie a Vertical; others an Horizontal. Sci- 
—_— ; tuation; 
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tuation; others Dreſs by the Northern Latitude, and d 
lower its Point to forty- five Degrees: At length ſhe « 
to the Patches: Here is Plea for Fancy, and Room fo 
vention, no wonder then if the ration takes up Time; 
calls for Study and Reflection; it's hard to reſolve up 
Number, harder upon the Size, and much more eaſie ty 
let an Army, than to aſſign each Patch its proper Su 
Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks are inlaid, and her Pad 
cheeker d -a mode. And when ſhe has baited the Chan 
maid, and ſtroaked her Lap-dog, in comes Dinner; d 
ſhe fits not to eat, hut to fret; one Diſh is too high ſeak 
another too low; this is too ſweet, that too ſower; tl 
geons are too dean, the Pullets too fat; Since her in, 
only named God when ſhe told the Gook, God ſends 
and the Devil ſends Cooks. Here is the great Concern of 
Mornipg, this takes Madam's Thoughts, this runs away 
her Care, and {ſweeps away with one half of the Day. 
ſhe does s Harm, ſhe is thrifty: of Time, ſhe puts it to 
count,'thefe Hours (no doubt) are wiſely employ'd ; 1 
are laid out to Advantage, and will fruftifie to à Miracle 
But now the Evening Employment calls upon her. 
ſteps-into:the Coach, dti ves tothe Exchange in the $ 
from thence to Cheapfide; and at her Return firikes inat? 
nofter-row..- In one Place ſhe learns new-Faſhions, hers 
cheapens Silks, .. there China Diſhes, . here Perfumes, t 
Pomatums. She coaches the Ware, and leaves a Bille 
the Reck'ning. - Being cleared of Buſineſs, ſhe's fit fat 
verſion. - She poſts therefore to the Park, where ſhe ſup] 
every one admires her. Some indeed are ſmitten will 
Drapery, whilſt. others pity. her Folly; but all agree, be 
nit y 8 her Judgment, that ſhe is richer without 
within; and that her Wit ſparkles leſs than her glorious! 
page. She makes the Round, enquires who is come to I. 
who has ſlip'd aſide inta the Country; who is lately | 
ried ; who lies in; and having diſcharged her Comm 
and delivered her Errand, ſhe rowls Home by the f 
houſe ;. unleſs a Ball or a ſecret Aſſignation deſire her Pre 
This is a Lady's Life in Epitome, her Employment in d 
hand. One: Days Work 1s the Copy of another, 20d 
Tear ſhews the Practice of Fort.. 
And now Ladies which Action of the Day bids fair for} 
ven? which calms your Conſcience, and: puts you out 6 
rehenfion of a Final Miſcarriage ? Which diftinguily 
hriſtian from the Pagan 2 The Heir of Paradiſe fro 
Child of Lucifer? I fanſie the Chineſe Dames (who are 
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+to the Joys and Terrors of the other World) take the 
eme of their Lives from the Plan of yours. They work 
our Sample, and Copy the Europeans Original. The 
le away their Lime upon Trifles; they dreſs and undre 
ou do; they idolize a'tittle Body, that once muſt fall in 
Grave, and repair with Artifice the Ravage of the Age; 
ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Current o 
Luton. Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſhes, and Vertue 
heir Averſion. If the Lives of Inſidels and Chriſtians car- 
ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their Ends will bear the ſame 
portion ; For how can they march on the ſame Road, and 
arrive at the ſame Term? e Ave 
x, Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character is 
ging ; but the Picture is taken from Imagination, not 
Life. It's a Daſh at Random; an Eſſay of Wit to ſport 
Faculty, and to breath the Spleen. I perceive you ſeldom 
quent the Church; for did you vouchſafe to make an Ap- 
nee there on the Lord's Day; you would fee the Ladies 
the Pews, as well as in the Park, or in the Boxes. 7 25 
Euſeb, I'beg your Pardon, I had almoſt forgot the Sabbath 
upation.. Sunday is a Day of Reſt, and fo Ladies ſtand 
ul to its Primitive Inſtitution, i. e. they conſecrate it 
deep and Repoſe; it's 2 — of 5 too, and by 
on for 
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vence the moſt proper Sea yſick. I knew a 
k of a Chronical Diſtemper, that puzzled the Doctor, 
| threw the Apothecary into Fits of Amazement. — Symp- 
were extraordinary, and its Accidents without Prefident : 
was in © perfect State of Health and Vigourall the Week, 
| always diſcompos' d on the Lord's Day; nay, I was in- 
nd ſhe diſcern'd by the Beat of the Pulſe a Feaſt from a 
n without the Help of poor Robin, But pray, Madam, 
at Motive leads you to Church ? Sometimes you appear 
teach, ſometimes to learn new Faſhions ; perchance alſo 
have fail'd in the Return of a Viſit, and nothing but an 
logy-in an Holy Place can atone for the Breach of a Cere- 
ly ſo Sacred. I take it for granted you diſclaim the Qua- 
| of a Suppliant ; why elſe do you diſdain the Poſture ? 
eeling is indeed improper (I mean impertinent) for thoſe 
0 have no Inclination to pray: Nay, I ſuſpect (without 
Conſent of King and Parliament) you have enacted to 
58 _ Prophane Patt of Darins's Law, of making no 

| „ „ OB WY BD): enen, 
ell me-ingenuouſly, do you not enter into the Church as 
zac did into the Temple, not to prays but to receive 
nage? Do you not fanfic a Place on the Altar becomes 
| your 
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your, Ladyſhips better than Silver Candleſticks or Baſom 
grant on Occaſions the, Fame of a celebrated Preacher u 
ecoy you into the SanQuary, and ſo Curioſity ſubdues dd 
and one Vice makes room for another; but then his Rhe 
rick runs away with your Attention, not his Morality , 
hearken to Criticiſe or Applaud, not to Learn, In fine, y 
flock to the Pulpit as the Romans did to their Roftra, tohy 
Oratory, and to ſee Declamation, and thus you Coach h 
tz Lodgings. All theſe Sins you carry'd to the Serny 
des a ſufficient Cargo you overtook in the Streets, ot pi 
vp in the Congre ation. «: % Wor 164 : not 
And as in the Morning you ſat down to laugh and chat yi 
ler 96 ; fo after Dinner with the Heathen 


sws, vou riſe to Play, the Table-cloath is removed to m 
lace for the Cards. Did Gaming keep within the al 
2 meer Recreation, percbance a Set after the Evening Ser 
might be tolerated. Hut alas] Libertini ſm and Avarice 
given it the Freedom of the City 3 Its Etected into a C 
Pan as well as the Society of Tay lets and Haberdaſhers, 
2 Words, tis become a Calling; nag. a laboxious and ſe 
one . Ladies toil and drudge at it Day and Night, ti 
gi ve up their Privilege to that Remiſſion. Laws; both! 
man and Divine bave provided for; the baſeſt Mechanic 
The ver Sabbath. id no Day of Reſt and Relaxation to the 
this Trade goes on, when; all othen Shops are ſhut, and 
confute the common Excuſe, we do n Harm) Somesime 
one ſirting a Chilg's Portion is truckt for a ſwing an the- 
which Lunaticks are/pleas'd to call Diverſiom : 
Luc. Well, and where is the Harm in all this? 
Euſab. Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your Of 
on I fear your Conſcience: will appear leſs,jz What Hark 
prophane the Church andi the Sabbath too? Wh 
Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult) 6 apd;do theſe Gn 
Rand for Cyphers in your /Caſujſtry2,/T hey ſtrike direct 
your Maker, and almoſt imply Atheiſm by; Illation 300 
wound your Neighbaurialſa.by Reflexiom land cla ſn with: 
ſtice and Nature. Fox is not Juſtice/ violated, and Nad 
outraged, when you Card of Dice away a Labeurers $4) 
ara Child's Portion ynle(s pęrchance out Eagliſn Trau 
the heiter Day, the better Deed, ſancti ſtea the Action. Wag 
. ve the Sex is impsccable, unleſs it vaults over. the! 
ables of the Decalogue together, or ſwallow Sins like 
roway Comiſits, by the Doe n. of „Huge g 2:01 1 5 
The Ladies ſate all qhis while upon the Tentets, an ; 
ceivid the: Mexcuxial, as they ay Pille, with wry: Fe 
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\bundance ; they broke off the Homily an hundred times, 
| as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with Expoſtulation, their 
ions low'd too faſt to be pent in; they were neither able 
keep ſilence, nor to Ipeak to the Purpoſe ; and Anger that 
d their Tongues, fettered their Reaſon. But Euſebius en- 
youred to ſooth em into ſome Terms of Moderation; he 
rd their Attention for a Moment, with Aſſurance they 
uld have time to interpoſe : He proteſted that he intended 
ruction, not Satyr, that he honoured the Sex, but fawn'd 
on its Vices. But the Comment upon their Sunday Be- 
our ſpoil'd all, he might as well have reaſon'd down an 
rricane, or argued the Cholerick Ocean into a Calm, as 
plement theſe Females into Silence. Their Reſentment * 
taken Fire, and all their Paſſions boil'd over with Noiſe _ 
Tumult. In 14 Impatience ſtept into the Coach- box, 
drove their Lady ſhips beyond the Bounds of Deceney. 
hun had read that Non-refiſtance tames Fury, whilſt Op- 1 
tion made it; that like Capricious Horſes, it runs faſter I 
n you draw 1np then when you looſe the Reins: He there: 1 
> gave. way to their Sallies, and receiv'd ſome Diſcharges 
hale-Shot., At length the Humour was drain'd, and. the 
npeſt ended in Serenity. And as Topers drink themſelves 
r, ſo theſe Ladies talked away Impatience, and vex'd - 
mſelves into a good Humour. 3 3 
be Storm being over, Ladies (continued Euſebius) Can 1 
a Conduct ſtand with the Belief of an Eternity ? Gan, _ : 
men throw Time away with ſo little Caution, who are 
Iwaded their A depends upon the Management of it? Can 
put any Streſs upon the "Expectation of Future Happr 
who perch with ſo much Eagerneſs upon Preſent Satis- 
ions? You would do well, to face your Practice with 
r Profeflion ; to balance what you receive in Hand, Wirth 
it you expect in Reverſion; to run up to your Baptiſm 
recollect your firſt Engagement; for the World is a, be- 
bing thing, and without Care it will bubble us, and put 
aus with Trifles, and when once it has got the Aſcendant, 
il foment Ignorance for an Excuſe of Liberty; *twill 
e 2 Man's Conſcience, and ſubpæne Reaſon againſt him 
: For certainly its Promiſes charm Senſe, and a preſent 
on tranſports Nature ; but you ſhould remember that 
bane is made with Sugar, and that the moſt ſweet, Poi - 
s generally the moſt Swift and Mortal. Let therefore 
ith take Place of Pleaſure, and ſcorn to die of the childiſh 
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Euſebius had continued, but Neander's Arrival put a Stop 
his Diſcourſe. He came to lead him to Theomachus the 
theiſt, and was W to ſee his Friend in fo extraordin 
an Engagement. Lam ſorry (ſaid he) to interrupt your G 
verſation, and muſt make a ſmall Apology for my lncivil 
But indeed I had rather be guilty of the Breach of Behavi 
than of my Word. I promis'd laſt Night to conduct you 
your Adverſary ; the Time draws near, and he expects 
2 3 | 
EFuſeb. We Men of Arms are expos'd to Surpriſes. I | 
this Morning into an unexpected Ambuſcade, and found! 
Quarters ſtorm'd, before I received any Intelligence of 
Enemy. In a thort time I hope to —— my ſelf, | 
to compole the Bufineſs a amiable, we muſt ſue Theoma 
for a Ceſſation of Arms till ro Morrow, and then we'll q 
the Campaign. Neander ſent his Man with a Letter to 9] 
machus, who acquieſced to the Propoſal. 
In the mean Time, Emilia turning her ſelf to Neander, ſp 
thus. Though I have had not the Honour of your Acqu 
tance, I am glad of your Arrival. Yaur Mein tells y 
Birth, and methinks I read good Nature in your Forehe 
Euſebius has treſpaſs'd upon our Patience, He has hand 
Quality with the Rudeneſs of a Carman, and flouriſht ut 
the Conduct of the Sex with Undecency of Application, i 
the utmoſt Strains of Clownery. Nay, he throws us out 
Senſe, and will not allow us any Tincture of Morality. 
. deed his Civility and Judgment are both of a Size: In 
dence ſeems to havE ſent you to our Reſcue. | 
Nean. Madam, His Majeſty has not honoured me with! 
Dignity of Knighthood, and ſo I lie under no particular\ 
| ligation to defend diftreſs'd Damſels. However your Quil 
eommands my Aſſiſtance, and your Beauty my Efteem. 
The Compliment took to Admiration ; Joy poſted thre 
every Joint, and charmed the Lady into a pleaſing Hum 
She who before ſpilt Gall and Vinegar, by a ſtrange . 
morphoſis became all Honey, all Sugar. She had ſeen F 
fo that her CompleCtion was in its Wain, Her Charms! 
ftepp'd over the Meridian, and touch'd ſome Points of! 
Ne: Yet ſhe buoy'd up the Decays of Nature by the 
port of Art, and flung ſuch a comely Varniſh on theſe Brat 
es time had made, that like Zeuxis ſhe miſtook Life for 
poſture, the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of her 0 
tor, and the Relicks of Age for Beauty. Nay ſhe "_ 
once to confeſs in = Company Fifty Year weigh'd Ie 
her Shoulders, chan Thirty on her Face. Yes, faid 9 
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1& my Cheeks wear June, let my Hair put on December. 
\ Compliment therefore ſo a propos, ſo agreeable to her In- 
ation caſt the Lady in a Trance, and laid all Reſentment 
ep. She became leſs untractable and more docile, ſhe 
red to learn not to diſpute, but rather to amend her paſt 
duct than to defend it: In Effect ſhe heard Euſebius with 
ention. 
This ſudden Change hath often made me conclude, that 
nitives are more proper for Womens Conſtitutions than 
rrofives. They may be ſoath'd into their Duty, but not 
dor d. A kind Word is more perſwaſi ve with them than 
rong Reaſon. | | 
After ſome Recollection Emilia return'd Neander a Comple- 
nt for his; and forgot not to infinuate the Value ſhe put 
n his Eſteem. Then turning to Exſebius, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I 
ertake not the Defence of Ladies: None are without their 
lings, and ſome not without Crimes: And I confeſs, that 
Number of thoſe is leſs who live up to their Profeſſion, 
n of thoſe who diſhonour it. Some ſquare their Conduct 
her by the Goſpel of Senſe, than of St. Matthew : And o- 
rs are better vers'd in the Art of dreſſing than of livin 
ll. But why muſt the General be laſht for the Faults o 
ticulars ? Let the Correction and the Diſorder go toge- 
r, and let thoſe who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action 
the Puniſhment. Muſt Lucretia be hooted at for a Pro- 
ute, becauſe Meſaline caſt off Shame? Muſt Suſanna beat 
mpin the ancient Palace of Bridewell, becauſe Hellen left 
wlaus for a Gallant ? Or Fudith ſtand for a Fury, becauſe 
bel deſerved the Title? I hope Weſtminſter- hall Juſtice is 
partial than yours, and the Arreſts of our Judges better 
mplexioned, We are all (as I have faid) liable to Miſ- 
nage; the beſt Principled trip ſometimes : For Nature 
roked by Senſe, and rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to 
el againſt Principle. And then the Odds are vaſt on Na- 
es dide. What, Wonder if Ladies train'd up in the Art 
haviour overlook the Precepts of Morality, and perſwade 
ple by their Practice they ate better acquainted with the 
1 Fertues of the Court, than the Theological of the 
Apel. | | 
44. Madam, theſe Satyrs, rather flow from Paſſion than 
agment; and I always ew, my felf on ſuch Toys with 
ence; Contempt blunts the Edge of a keen Lampoon bet- 
than Reaſon, and no Reply af 
Ws him off the Hinges. In a Word Euſebius's Railing is 
edible Qualification, it's a certain Symptom of a de- 
ſperats 


appoints the Author, and 
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ſperate Cauſe. For who flings Dirt that has another Wen 
r Yer, 
Euſeb. God forbid I ſhould follow thoſe Sparks, who h 
been the Dupe of one Woman, impeach the whole Ser 
Complices of his Diſappointment. ' No, no, if ſome Won 
deſerve blame, others cannot be prais' d too much: Th 
Vertues are above Panegyrick, and their Merits above 
Flight of Eloquence or Hyperbole,  _ .. | 
ho can read the Book of Judith without Admiration : 
Tranſport ? This great Lady ſeem'd to be fram'd above 
Spheres by the Hands of Angels. Valoux equalled her B 
ty, and Vertue topp'd both. She had nothing Feminine 
the Sex: Never was Grace better plac'd than on her Br: 
it Aaſh'd a Mixture of Charms and Terror; ſhe darted Ly 
and commanded Reſpe&t : She attackt a proud Conque 
at the Head of a Victorious Army, and ſubdu'd his Hz 
with her Face, to take off his Head with his own Sword. 
ine, this brave Amazon fill'd the 4ſjrian Camp with Cat 
nion, and Bethulia with Triumph. She ſtopt the Conquelh 
an ambitious Prince, and the Ruine of an innocent City, 
What ſhall I ſay of the great St. Catharine; Wealth,.! 
and Beauty enter'd into a triple Alliance againſt her Ven 
Hell join'd Force, and Idolatry Cruelty to the Confeden 
Yet ſhe defeated their Deſigns, and rais'd a Trophy to 
Sex, and an Eternal Monument to her Vertue upon ti 
Ruine, for ſhe overcame the Vanity of Philoſophers nl 
her Learning, the brutiſh Paſſion of an amorous Empel 
with her Chaſtity, and the Rage of Hangmen with her U 
Rancy, Flattery could not bend her Courage, nor Wh 
break it : She liv'd a Chriſtian, and died a Martyr. 
St. Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhetorick upon 
Agnes ; yet his Words fall ſhort of her Actions; and 
Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs, Her Piety' 
above her Age, and her Vertue above Nature. The Coutt 
of this young Lady over-matcht the Fortitude of Ales 
and few Men at Threeſcore arriv'd at that Love of God! 
breath'd at Thirteen. Her Body was too little to receive! 
Sword, though not to overcome it, and altho' ſhe was! 
young for Torments, ſhe was ripe for Victory. The Sp% 
tors trembled whilſt ſhe ſtood unconcern'd, and the Ex: 
oner that gave the Blow ſhew'd more Symptoms of IT 
than ſhe that receiv'd it: In ne, ſhe fell in the Combat 
went off with Victory: For as St. Cyprian notes, tho' Mat 
die, they are not overcome, and they are invincible; bet 
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Yi ſunt, quia mori non timent. . 
he wiſe Conduct of Clotilda drove Paganiſm out of France; 
rais'd Churches to the true God on the Ruins of Poly- 
Im. She ſoftned the Obſtinacy of her Husband by In- 
tions, and poliſht the Ruffneſs of his Warlike Vertues, 
the Practice of Moral::y ; and at laſt brought this great 
ce from Paganiſm, and the whole Kingdom to Chriſtiani- 
Hermenegildes owes his Faith to the Piety of his dear In- 
;, for he had died Arian, if this Orthodox Princeſs had 
ade him Catholick. Ina Word, God ſeems. to have 
dup Ladies for the Propagation of the Goſpel. A Mar- 
and a Magdalen receiv'd our Saviour into their Houſe, be-. 
hey let him into their Hearts; they refreſh'd in Bethania 
red Limbs after the Fatigues of his Function; and when 
Apoſtle betray' d him, and the others abandon'd him, 
ollow'd our Lord to Caluary; and there. durſt e 
Wnnocent Tears with the Sacrilegious Cruciſges of the 
e. When the Apoſtles doubted of Chriſt's Reſurrecti- 
e proclaim'd it without Heſitation; and in Recom- 
> of her Faith Chriſt commiſſton'd her to aſſume the 
of Apoſtle to the very Apoſtles. Wherever God ſpread 
eſpel, he provided a Lady to further it. Helena planted 
ath in the Roman Empire, Cæſarea in Perſia, Gezela in 
, Ogi in Raſſa, Dambruca in Polony, and Ethelburga in 
. In all theſe glorious Enterprizes Ladies led the 
whilſt Men only Fas ht up the Rear. They marcht 
upon the Traces of theſe great Heroines ; and brought 


— 


gh the Barriers of Fleſh and Blood, when they had 
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dthe Way by their Example. | 
Need ſuch noble Inſtances of Vertue are leſs Numerous in 
F p21 0 Age, the in the Days of our Fore-fathers. Yet 
Ft 


adies draw their Lives by their ancient and moſt ad- 

8 Originals ; I coutd name ſome of Figure and Title, who 
his World like People who knew they muſt live E- 
n the next. They are Meek without Sheepiſhneſs, 
ee without Affectation, Reſerv'd without Diſſimulation, 

et without Pride. They reconcile the Highneſs ot 
Rank with the humble Principles of their Profeffion, 
liſpute the firſt Place without Vanity, and ſtoop to the 
without ſtepping an Inch below their Station. Here 
'Pture in Practicè and Perfection in Life and Action. 
u. Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyrick atone for the Sa- 
cal lt Euſebizs has irack the Sex with one Hand, I aſſure 
ys froaks with the other; he daſhes the aigre with Ao 
wy EE - i, 
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dous, and handſomely mingles Reproof with Inſtruction; 
has balnis to heal, as well as Caufticks to blifter ; and y 
he has breath'd a Vein, he cloſes the Orifice with a Swat 
hand. In a Word, he has knockt his own Libel on the He 
and like the Scorpion is both Poiſon and Antidote. 

Emil. Good Nature is come upon him, and his Breeding 
feturn'd ta the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a Gentlemen 
well as an Orator, and! promiſe * 2 fine Audience, if h 
preach in the Pulpit upon the ſame Subject. _ 

Pray (ſaid Neander, turning himſelf to Euſebius) favout 
with the Cauſe of our Ladies Misfortune ; for I call it a) 
fortune to deviate from, the Rule of their Profeſſion, and 
fruſtrate the very End of their Creation. 


Euſeb. It's indeed a Misfortune, . alot Univerſal; 
ſpread over the whole World, and affects the whole Spe 
Emilia has toucht the Cauſe; il Education: This is the 
Source of their Miſery, the true Origin of all their Faili 
Young Ladies are brought up as if God created 'em met 
for 2 Seraglio, and that their only Buſineſs wag to chan 
brutiſh Saas : One would think t y had no Souls, thi 
ſuch a Care taken of their Bodies: that God had enafts 
Salique Law as well as the French, and excluded the 8er 
the Inheritance of Heaven. ES 

The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent meerly in the Ei 
tainments of Senſe ; they are yet ſuppos'd unfit for In 
on, and fo their little Paſſions ſprout up without Check, Wir f 

increaſe without Controul. But under Favour, though ic d 
Age ſo tender Children cannot be diſciplined by Reaſon, d n. 
may by Senſe: For I cannot ſee wh their Paſſionsaie 
a Capacity of being moderated, ſo ſoon as they are in ſh. 
dition of being excited, for though they are not ripe fu in 
cept, they ate for Fear, Menace, and Careſſes; and thu: 0 
ſee the Nurſt oftentimes frowns and fawns the moſt for! 
Infants into a good Humour. Some Reſtraint therefore ſ¶eſer 
be put upon their diſorderly Propenfions even in this Non Wer, 
for if you ſuppoſe a Child to be a Brute at Seven, and Hand 
him meerly as ſuch, in all Probability you will make him Uify 
tinue ſo till Ten. But alas! this timely Care is quite fol, in 
little Miſs(like Mamma's Lap-dog) is careſs'd till ſhe is eſty 
nothing but to play or ſleep. The little Creature mu the 
eon Silk, and feed on potable Gold, Like a Bartholomew Fe the 
ſhe is wrapt in Gold and Silver, and practiſes Vanity "WW, T 
ſhe knows the Sin. 6 4 
So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led i"Wtin. 
Dreſſing · rbom; She is taught the great Myſtery of the Mett. 
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all the important Secrets of the Toylet. Which Waſh 
s the Complexion, which conſerves, and which repairs 
Theſe are neceflary Prolegomenas, or Præcognita to the Sci- 
A Man may as well be a perfect Mathematician with- 
the Knowledge of an Angle or Circle, as a Lady can be a 
duate in the Philoſophy of the Dreſſing room without 
e Poftulatums, | ; 2 
xr Beauty being the chief * 2 a Lady's Care, ſhe 
t help Nature with Art, and poliſh the Work of the Om- 
tent with a French Waſh ; ſhe muſt fence it againſt the 
ults of Heats, the Excurfions of Pimples, and the dange- 
Inroads of the Small Pox. She rhe | in fine, expoſe her 
to ſave her Complexion. And then to mould her Shape 
je Court- Standard, what Pains does the Mother take on 
ne Side, and what a Martyrdom does the Child under- 
the other? Her Feet are condemn'd to the Scotch-Byor, 
der Body to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen'd up 
on, and forc'd to trail her Perſon. Befides, the poor 
ture is put to a ſhort Allowance of cold Water, or tied 
da Pirtance of Barly-broath, and muſt keep a continual 
in ſpight of our Statute-Book. One would think 
ger was a Propriety of the Sex, and Faſting the topping 
lfication of a Young Lady; her Mother will not ſuffer 
dfrow up to her Joints, nor to have all the Fleſh and 
Cod defign'd her. And thus ſhe is rack'd without and 
in for the Satisfaction of Madam, and the whole Body is 
fe d for Shape and Colour. „ * 
d now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to ply at the Dancing- 
ol, and to finger the Guitarr, or the Virginals; and 
ſhe has maſter'd a Minuet, and an Air Alamode ; when 
an . a Brace of Grimaces, and wave the Fan, 
Cod! how Mamma titters; ſhe is now fledg'd for 
orld, and ſets out for Company. But ſhe muſt beware 
eſervedneſs, and fence againſt a Bluſh ; for theſe are 
ty Vices, Symptoms of Ruſticity, Crimes againſt Breed- 
ad the Freedom of the Town. She is therefore taught 
lifying Embelliſhment in the Court Dialect call'd Au- 
in the Chriſtian Confidence; and thus ſhe mortgages 
ty for Behaviour, and almoſt robs the Woman to e- 
S La y. | | 
the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſſions get an 
l, Temptations follow without Number, Defires wichout 
le, and anity without Check. She is a Stranger to the 
ine of Self-abnegation, and unpractiſed in the Methods 
tance ; She knows not what it means to balk Appe- 
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tite, nor to ſubdue.Senſe to Reaſon, She has been fe. 
by the Mother for a little Goddeſs, and the Family 4 
her like an Houſhold Divinity. The Frowns of this | 
Creature raiſe Storms, and her Smiles Fair Weather ; 
muſt no more croſs her, than offend thoſe Stars, that in 
Pagan Ty rain'd Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe 
diſdained to ſalute em. | 
What a Tragick-Comedy did I behold at my Lady D- 
thought Folly could not rife to ſuch an height of Extn 
ance. Miſs had the Misfortune to be balkt in a Chill 
E ; the Houſe rugg immediately of the Diſappa 
ment, all was in an Uproar, all in a Confufion : The 
lence of the Paſſion caſt the Child into a Fever: The 
ther's Pulſe beat by the Daughter's, and becauſe Mii 
Diſcompos'd, good Mamma took Phyfick ; and toc 
the Farce, the Charkber-maid breath'd a Vein. I fancy' 
ſelf in Lucian's Iſland of Dreams, and that what I ſay 
Viſion and Rovery. For how (faid I) can Folly firs 
far? Bedlam is unacquainted with ſuch Scenes of Mad 
with ſuch Flights of Farce and Comedy: Had the ni 
Humour been frighted away with a little Severity, the f 
had withdrawn, and Birch would have wrought the 
ore ef 16; N Phyfick, or Bleeding by Proxy.” 
Education adds Byaſs to Nature, and makes the Temp 
Children more rugged, inſtead of poliſhing them, 
Beſides, Miſs is not only miſtead by the Fawning e 
Mother, but too often poiſon'd by the Example of her 
If Betty has a Gallant, ſhe is the Depoſitary of her Sed 
| ſhe enters into the Intrigue, and is inform'd of the Rilt 
Progreſs of the Adventure. Her Apartment is the Plat 
Aſſignation and Rendezvous, and by E ſhe is] 
neſs of all thoſe Follies that wait on Love between Fel 
whoſe Paſſion is greater than their Conſcience. Such 
Aacles ftain the Imagination of Children, they carve Us 
in the Brains of thoſe, yet Innocent Angels ; and tho' at] 
ſent they make no great Impreſſion, they will in time ci 
Work for her Young Ladyſhip. They will awake the: 
of Love, and throw Fuel to this fiery Pailion, for ſuch d 
like the Italian Poiſons, work ſome Years after they ate 
The Memories of Youth are extreamly tenacious, i 
they are ſullied with an undecent Object, will recollect if 
at laſt they tranſcribe it. + oP 1 
Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair a Progreſs il 
Science of the World, ſhe is a meer Ignoramus in the 80 


of Heaven: Queſtion her about Religion, ſhe is 3 otra 
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6 ER would think ſhe dropt from the 
, or had train'd up among the Cafres : She can 
diſtinguiſh « Church from a Synagogue, and knows no 
of the Goſpel, than of the Thalmud or Alkoran. And in- 
r Creature! How ſhould ſhe be inſtructed, but by 
Fate Revelation? The Credenda of Chriſtianity are not 
d by Nature, and the Argenda too are in great part con- 
to us by the Senſes. Now who takes Care ta inftill 
Principles into Young Ladies ? The Mother has too 
Work on her Hands to undertake a new Employment, 
Mice of Catechiſt is below her Level, it's too pedantick 
rious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and dotes on 
and Levity. Beſides, ſhe fanfies her Obligation only 
s the Body, that the Soul lies out of wy howny our * | 
ſhe fits the Child for the Court, or the Town, ſhe diſ- 
4 the Duty of a Mother. 8 | 
, if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point of Edu- 
will Betty remember it ? If the Mother (like the Oftrich) 
ns her Young, and flies into the Wilderneſs, will the 
be more Careful? Alas! perchance ſhe is as little vers'd 
Catechiſm as Miſs, and knows no more from. whence 
me, or for what End ſhe was placed in the World, than 
din the Cradle. And altho' ſhe were able to Inſtruct, 
no depending on her Will. Servants are Mercenary, 
ave an Eye on their own Advantage, they drudge for 
vn Intereſt, not their Miſtreſſes; and by Conſequence 
d themſelves into their Favour; they entertain em ra- 
ith things that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit. 
are, in fine, a Race of Inſecte that bask in the Sun, and 
live without the Heat of their Ladies Favours. 5 
what can be expected from a Woman brought up in 
Luxury, and Vanity on the one Side, and in a total I 
of Religion on the other? From a Woman fluſht al- 
n all the gawdy Amuſements of Vanity and Diverfions 
ite 2 Stranger to any Future Expectation? Who will 
Paflion without Reaſon? Or forego a preſent Satisfa- 
ithout ſome proſpect of a Future ? To ſport down the 
of Inclination is pleaſing; but to row againſt the 
ds a fatiguing Employment. Now, no Man will tug 
ir without either the hope of a Sallery; or the Fear 
ater Puniſhment, For Pleaſure without Torments i 
der, is in moſt Men's Opinion preferable to Vertue 
t the Expectation of Reward. Having therefore ſo 
atiohs to Good, ſo powerful; ſo bewitching Allute- 
lv Exil, we muſt not __ if Ladies follow _ 
2 ö 
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Impreſſions, if Vanity over- rules Duty, and criminal & 
ments tun down Morality. Thus equipt young Ladig 
conſigned to Husbands: hey change their SubjeRion, 
not their Principles. With their Portion they bring all 
Extrayagancies of their Childhood, and ſeldom reſig 
but with their laſt Breath. The firſt Education finks! 
and in time twiſts its ſelf with Nature: You may wi 
much eaſe waſh an Ethiopian white, as preach. an ill} 
pled Girl into a vertuous Woman. Here is the Cauſe 
dies) of your Misfortune, the 7 of paws Diſtemper 
Emil. Well! You have ſearch'd the Wound, I ho 
will apply the Remedy. Who knows the Cauſe of al) 
cannot be ignorant of the Cure. rd 
Euſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Emploj 
| 8 a Lady's Defire is a Command, and requi 
12dience. | 
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DIALOGUE IV. 
LADIES muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Varus. 


OUR Duty, Madam, branches into Two! 
You are a Chriſtian, and a Mother. Tbeſe 
tions call upon you; God has placed . 
Station that requires a double Care, and you mult! 
your Endeavours to the Diſcharging of both; for if 
in one, you betray your Duty, and your Eternal Hi 
into tne Bargain, "A Tu 


Eu ſeb. 


That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with 2 
let your Thoughts dwell continually on this great P 
Wat you are born for Heaven, and that this Life is but a fo 
to Eternity. It's but a Flux of Moment that will end. I 
that diſembogues into an Ocean without Bottom, without Li 
not ſufficient for a Pilot to know for what Place he 1 
when he firſt weighs Anchor, and hoiſts up the Sub 
he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, and in 
This influences every Turn of the Stern; did he on 
the Term of his Voyage, he would wander on the 0 
Random, and never reach the defired Haven. Pp a 
our Country, the World a Sea, and our Actions mn 
us over to that fortunate Iſland. Now, how ſhall 


the Rule, and touch the Bleſfed Point, unleſs we © 
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under what Degree of Latitude it lies? The Prophet 
ythrew all the Miſcarriages of the Jewiſh People upon 
Inconfideration. ' The Earth lies defolate (ſays he) becauſe 
n vill take the Pains to enter upon the Conſideration of bis Duty. 
[ fear the Miſeries of our Preſent Nobility ſpring from 
me Fountain. Our Forefathers have handed down to 
is unfortunate Negligence,” and it has improved in the 


—_— 


orld to live Eternally in another, and that our Vertues: 
de rewarded with Glory, and our Vices with Fire; ſhould 
re our ſelves in the Purſuit of things meerly Indifferent, 
riminal ? Should we like Children ſet our Hearts upon 
tz not only trivial, but baſe and cantemptible ; and 
our Souls for a Rattle? I ſay, like Children, For what 
Difference between them, and our High-flown Mortals ; 
hat theſe deal in 2 Palaces, Plate, and Diamonds; 
hoſe, in Babies, and Hobby-horſes: So that at beſt, if. 


in more Innocent. a 
| I. wy; 
e Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you muſt fol- 


> Goſpel, As he has promiſed the Reward, ſo he has 

d the Conditions, and we muſt make good theſe, before 
lay any Claim to that. For | | 

w, the Firſt is, that we draw. our Affections from this 
d. Love not the: World (ſays be) its Maxims are dangerous, 
dnyerſation infèctious, and its Embracements mortal. 
the Appearance of a Friend, it masks Treaſon, and, 
the Diſguiſe of Pleaſure, real Torments; it daſhes Ho- 
ith Gall, and throws over Poiſon a alarable Reliſh : 

nciples claſh with Chriſt's, and therefore you are warn- 
break off all Correſpondence on pain of forfeiting God's 
t. Whoever is 4 Friend to the World is God's Enemy, In effect 


; The World preaches. up Pride, and magnifies Va- 
Cbriſt. commands us to contend for the loweſt Place, 
ſorld for the higheſt ; to pleaſe the one we muſt, ſeat 
eighbour above our Heads, and we muſt throw him un- 

Feet to content the ___ | | 
v, there being no Mean between theſe two Extreams 5 
ce for Neutrality ; will a reaſonable Creature pauſe, 
"ment to what Side he muſt go over? Whether Intereſt 
um to join with our Saviour, or to take up with the 
l | World 


ey. For did we ſeriouſly reflect, that we are born in- 


dlly of thoſe is more Expenſive, the Childiſhneſs of 


lat Road he has plained by his Example, and points at 


t reads Leſſons of Humility in almoſt every Leaf of the. 
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World his Enemy? The very Deliberation is no leſs $g 
Jous, than to debate, Whether you ſhall apoſtatize from( 
r a Correſpondence with the Devil; or deprive your { 

a real Satisfaction in this World, with Heaven in Reet 
for Miſery traveſtied, and. Hell in Remainder ?. - _ 
Ki. For think not, Madam, That the Followers of Chiift 

> © , forſwear Pleaſure, and give up their Pretenſions to. pr 
Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge in Heaven, 
antedates their Bliſs on Earth; and gives 'em in Hand 
Earneſt of thoſe Joys, they will poſſeſs hereafter. Fot l 
tell you, the Friendſhip of Heaven, the Senſe of our 
kes, and the Pardon of our Sins are tranſporting Prerogat 
Is it not a Pleaſure.to contemn the World? To be abs 
ſublunary 'Trifles ? And to be a Slave to Nothing? leit 
charming Satisfaction to have a clear Conſcience? Tot 
dote on Life, -nor to fear Death ? Theſe are. Delights; 
all the ſmooth Senſations of material Organs: And be 
they lie out of the reach of foreign Accidents, they a 


ways at Hand, and coſt us nn... aA It 


% .. + 

Now, what are thoſe fine Things the Worl offers, 1 
ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in Shew, andevil at the 
tom ; they are poſſeſt with Fear, and loſt with Regret; 
pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon : For, in ne, they 
reduc'd to Concupiſcence of the Fleſh, Concupiſcence # 
Eyes, and Pride of Life, i. e. to Senſuality and Honour; 
make up the World's Riches, and our Torment! Thek 
the Bleſſings ſo much talk'd of, ſo much ador d, ſo d 
bought, and loſt ſo eafily : And yet they are a meer & 
a Name, and Nothing. . Let 5 deſcend to Particulars. 


The Concupiſcence of the Fleſh takes in all thoſe Pal 
that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality ; and what Eieq 
they work upon us? Why they glide upon the Organ, 
print a ſmooth Impreſſion, and lay us upon the level wi 

nimals. So that all we dare e from ſenſual Satwias 
is, to be made miſerable Men, and happy Beaſts. Now 
thinks a Man's Brains muſt be ill placed, who pawns 
feience and Heaven for a Prerogative, ſo ill favoured 0 
bafing. P 
| 1 ? 2 
Let us ſuppoſe the moſt exquiſite Fowl of the Air 1. 
your Table: That Fance, Italy, and Spain furniſh you-thel 
excellent Wines: What can Taſte deſire more? Let 
ance Nature is ſatisfied, the Eating is no more 2 Pleaſun 
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yrment. For to feel the Stamach overcharged, the Body 
bled, and the Fumes of Ragouſts in the Head are no great 
action, unleſs Exceſs changes our Conſtitution, and 
s Pain into Pleaſure, and Health into a Burthen. In fine, 
Delight flaſhes away in a Moment, and the Surfeit ſticks 
$2 Fortnight ; It preys upon our Vitals, and if it does 
hoak em, it's ſure to diſorder *em ; and after ends in a 
din -Sheet, | n 
deed, Hearing is not ſo Pleaſant a Senſe, it rather courts 
Soul than' Storms, and if the Pleaſure it conveys be leſs 
t-rous, it's generally more Innocent: But however, it's 
Airy to be durable, and too fleeting to be relied on. For, 
is it but a Preception of mov'd Air, that beats upon 
Umpanum, and gently drums upon accuſtick Fibres? And 
ny thing be more unmanly than to build our Happineſs 
weak a Foundation? Beſides, this Pleaſure is ſhorter 
, than thoſe Animals that cannot out-live one Day. I 
ſeen the ſame Hand that charm'd the Company the firſt 
tire it the ſecond, and thoſe very Stroaks that at firſt 
| Tranſports, in the end grated upon the Ear, and be 
troubleſome. Indeed this Pleaſure is Luſcious, but it 
in a Moment, and like Sweet-meats, breeds a Surfeit. 
,methinks a Man muſt have a mean Valuation of Chriſt 
ye him for a Touch upon an Inſtrument, and a faint Idea 
ture Torments to be fiddled and mufick'd into Hell. 
not miſtake me ; I am not for tying Damnation to an 
Hnet. I know we may regale our Ears with a Ragous - 
lian Symphonies without the Penalty of Eternal Weep- 
for I have told you the obliging of this Senſe is more 
Ih than Criminal. But however the Effects are dange- 
for Mufick has a range Aſcendant over our Paſſions; 
its and cools em, it ruffles and #ranſports em, it moulds . 
aſhions em to any Figure; it awakes the Fury of An- 
and Ay up the Devil of Love: And theſe two 
Is drive full ſpeed to Hell and Damnation. Caution a- 
ed Ulyſes, He would not truſt his Vertue with a fine 
B nor his Philoſophy with a warbling Donna Margarita; 
ber choſe to refign the Pleaſure of a Sole, than to ſuffer 
fortune of a Shipwrack; and would not barter his 
purchas'd Heroſhip for a Song. 
ere to be wiſh'd our Gentry of Both Sexes carried Wax 
r Ears as well as this Heathen General, their Occaſions 
hed £x20t the Precaution. They ſteer between the Rocks, 
rens lie in Ambuſcade to enſnare em. In theſe Cir- 
n aces the leaſt e is Mortal, if we don't keep u 
; 2.2. | | a di- 
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| a Diſtance from the Whirlpool, we ſhall be ſuck'd in hy 
1 Eddy. How many for want of Care have ſplit upon 
| Quickſands ? Was not Madam W. plaid out of her Repy 
on, and violin'd into a Match below her 2 ? And 
many Gentlemen have been ſung out of their Innoceng 
- the Playhouls, and Muſick Meetings? 4 
Tho?! therefore Mufick in its ſelf be Innocent, it's often 
in the Conſequence, and ſtrikes us at Reboufid. And ti 
| enough to rowze up 2 Chriſtian's Care; where Duty og 
| him not only to avoid downright Sin, but the very Teng 
to it. 1 : 2 — 

But alas ! the Poiſon lies not only in the Notes, the 
| Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amorous, ind 
! ther blame Honeſty, or provoke to Debauchery ; theye 
1 rſonate the Deſpair of an abandon'd, or the "Thriumpt 
Fucceſoful Lover. Now what is this but Stratagem to'k 

Humours at work, and to make ſoft Rhime a Conveyan 
Deſtruction ? And indeed ſome Songs expreſs ſo livel 
Practice, that it's not eaſie to diſtinguiſh the very Fact 

the Repreſentation. And ſo the Minſtril inſtills all the 
| eaſes of Rave and Love he counterfeits. It's true the Tal 
reſents the Poiſon, but the Ear drinks it; and bot 

Guilty : For the Difference of the Organ makes a ſmill 
teration in the Action. In fne, Ladies, ſuch Madrigal 

only fit to be ſung by the Devils, and to be heard by 
Damned. * vn „ - 


0 The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us and the 
Pm with our Duty are the deluding Pageants of 0 
elicity 3 fine Sights, a glorious Retinue, and ſwellini 

tles. Now what is all this Appearance but a Scene of Va 
That Philoſopher was not miſtaken, who ſaid, that the 
Value of Things is known by their End, as Men by! 
Faces. And if we take the Dimenſions of all human H 
neſs by this unerring Scale, how thin, how little, ho- 
temptible will it os oa even to purblind Reaſon? * 
Tho' we ſuppole it conſtant to our Intereſt, that it! 

. 5 us to the Grave, we then muſt take leave of it, and 
ieu to all thoſe Objects, that dazled ous Eyes, and le 
Hearts Captive. Nothing will be permitted to pals . 
into Eternity, but our Vertues and our Vices: thoſe d 

' freſh, theſe to torment us. God pronounc'd the Sem 
of Death —_ the whole Race of dam; and tho upon 
cafions he has diſpenſed with other Laws, this has and) 
remain inviolable. The moſt evident Principles hate 
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ion'd by ſome, and deny'd by others; all Errors ha ve 
d Abettors, but I never read of any Man ſo extravagantly 
:ſh as to doubt of Mortality. The Church-yards proclaim 
Truth, the marble Mauſoleas of Princes i ivulge it, and 
dead Parents in a mute but emphatick Language tell us, 
zuſt follow. In fine, it's decreed that all Men muſt Die. See- 
therefore all worldly Happineſs will once expire, and per- 
ce even when we expect no Alteration ; what can it de- 
but Scorn and Contempt? How can that be call'd a 
pineſs, that ends in Miſery, and will be follow'd by Re- 
ance ? F l 3 | pens! | ie 
ay, the Manner of leaving it is oftentimes far more miſera- 
han the End it ſelf. The great Antiochus (when Proſperity 
igh) forgot he was a Man: Victory waited on his Stan- 
Is, and Succeſs crown'd his Enterpriſes : But if his Feli- 
was ſtu pendious, the End of it was no leſs amazing. This 
tous Prince fell firſt into a mortal Melancholy ; then 2 
bſome Diſeaſe ; his Bowels glowed with a raging Fire 
every Member that had contributed to his Pleaſure, in- 
d his Torment. He call'd upon Death as the ſole Re- 
y of his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal Moment he 
 trembled at, All the Treaſures heap'd up by Rapine, 
unable to purchaſe the ſlumber of an Hour. His cor- 
ed Carcaſs exhaled fo inſupportable an Infection, that he 
a Burthen to his Friends, and an Hell to himſelf. Thus 
reath'd out his wretched Soul in a Tempeſt of Rage and 
par, and died rather the Object of Compaſſion than Envy. 
bat ſhall I fay of Nero, Vitellins, and Andronitus? They 
the World eber Feet, and ſparkling Diadems on their 
ds; they were rather worſhip'd as Gods, than ſery'd as 
z 5 all this Glory ended in Outrage and Infamy ; The 
fell by his own Hand; the others by the Cruelty of the 
gd Mob, that rather ſtudied to torment thoſe unfortunate 
ces, than to butcher en. r 
uld Women mount higher than Fezabe!, or Cleopatra ? 
one gave Laws to an opulent Kingdom, the other to an 
pire; both ſwum in Pleaſure, and were almoſt over-ſet 


Proſperity. But alas! Their Grandeur (like the Ice of 
eight) melted away in a Moment: The Babel of their 
wü uneſes ſunk under its-own Weight, and buried em under 


Ruins, The firſt was prey'd upon by Dogs, and the ſe+ 
a fell by the Sting of a Ver What reaſonable Creature 
id take theſe Peoples Felicity together with their Miſery ? 
o would lead their Lives, and undergo the Cruelty of 
Dathe? Can any thing more clearly evidence the Ba- 
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ſeneſs of human Greatneſa, than theſe ſudden Turns off 
tune. So that the Carthaginian Captain now martally ut 
ed, when he ſaw the World behind him, and Death h 
im, had Reaſon to read his ſurviving Brother this ſeaſo 
ſſon. To pride, Dear Brother, in Greatneſs is a pon 
Polly ; high Commands ſtand expos d to mighty Cha 
The beſt built Fortune muſt yield to Hazard, or {al 
© to Time: Nothing is certain in this Life but Death. 

© am I the better for having ſubdued Provinces by ay 
© lour, and butcher'd Armies in my Fury; I feel at pr 

* that Violence others have felt from me. What vaſt De 
© you rowl in your Brains? What Sieges? What Vid 
But alas! All this is glorious only in Idea, great in Fa 
© and nothing in it ſelf but Vanity: Read your Defiing 
mine; and remember, that tho you eſcape the Sta 
© Violence, Nature will put a Stop to your \Atchievens 
; Here is Spirit and Heat, Pathos and Empbaſis, and (wi 
_ more) Truth upon Experiment: And yet this Mao wa 
| St. Paul in a Pulpit, but a Pagan General in the Camp: 
had but an imperfect View of the Future Puniſhment! 
tread on the Heels of great 1 77 ene | 

If you will not Rand to the Judgment of a Pagans | 
t R bs Iflue of the Ge el our own. But I mul 


- 
* 
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u 
eat tay in 2 Region above thoſe Miſts that darken Rai 
| and biaſs the Underſtanding ; and what Place more pi 
= than the Death-bed ? Let us therefore contemplate 
# Ladyſhip in this Poſture ſtruggling with 2 buromg Fe 
4 without Strength, without Vigour, ready to leave all Thi 
and to be abandon'd by all. Your Head burns, your Hg 
pants, and the Violence of the Diſtemper hurries Pain 
every Artery. You turn your ſelf into a thouſand Poſtur 
but tho' you change Place, your Torment follows. Tour! 
of Down gives no Eaſe, nor can your whole Eſtate bu 
We will: ſuppoſe, Madam Zucis runs through all the Af 
ments of the Stoicks, and marſhals up all her Eloquen® 
raiſe your drooping Spirits. It's in vain, Dear Emilia, to fin 
gle againſt Mortality, there is no Recipe in the Diſpenfat 
of Phyficians againſt Death; it's a Debt we owe to Natu 
and it muſt be paid. But at leaſt you will leave behind 
honourable Memory ; * have acted a topping Fan 0 
1 you go off the Stage with Applauſe. Every one does Jul 
—< zo your Merit, and even thoſe who envy. your Fortune, 
4 feſs you deſerve a greater. The Ladies admire your Y 
the Gentlemen your Beauty, and all, your Breeding 50 
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eternized your rare Perfections in Verſe, and your Name 
ther with your Titles ſtand at the Epiſtle Dedicatory in Folio; 
hat when, you die, you will live by Proxy, and your 
ie will ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an Atheiſtical Ho- 
y put an irregular Pulſe in Qrder ? Wat heal a wounded 
ſcience ? Alas | Madam, the Elogiùms of the Living 
weak Impreſſions on the Souls of the Dead. Tho” 
ſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all Company, will ſhe be leſs Mi- 
ble? Becauſe I admire the Power of Semiramis, will my 
ader extinguiſh the Fire and Brimſtone that Eternally 
ſumes her ? Will Cræſus be Rich, becauſe I magniſie his 
Treaſures ? Will Alexander be at Eaſe, becauſe I com- 
d his Courage? Or Sardanapalus in Pleaſures, becauſe 
yas once Happy ? Poor Creatures ! They underſtand 
nſelves and their ſad Condition too well to receive Flat- 
, and are tao emphatically Miſerable to be Refreſh'd 
the Remembrance of paſt Follies. Thoſe that are laugh'd 
y the Saints, and tormented by the Omanipotent, find 
ll Satisfaction in the vain Huzza's of Fools or Sycophants. 
are praiſed where they are not, and are tortured where they are. 
nd to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the Freedom 
ut you this Queſtion. When you find your ſelf upon the 
© of mii will the Remembrance of your quondan 
ſures open a Proſpe& of Joy, or of Repentance ? Will 
ntifie your paſt Conduct, or deplore it with Tears, or 
ance with all the Pangs of Rage and Deſpair? Will not 
orldly Happineſs you once rated ſo high, fall low in your 
nion? And will you not wiſh rather to have contemned 
plittering Vanities of the World than to have enjoy'd 
? For in fine, Madam, you will then acknowledge a Truth 
have now no Inclination to learn; that your; Buſineſs 
t to be Great, but Good; not to make a Figure here, 
hereafter, Let me therefore conclude with the Wiſeſt 
en; Beauty and 8 are Vain, but a Woman that fears 


ord ſball be Praiſed. - * | LEE Tor 
nd now methinks, I have ſaid 79 — to perſwade a rea- 
ble Creature, that the dazling Pre ents of the World are 
ted Nothings, varniſh'd Impoſtures, and gilt Illufians. 
tho they ſmooth the Brow, they are too fuperficial to 
e Heart, and rather faſcinate than delight; and yet 
Toys are the only Barriers that ſtand between us and 
iD Could we but once heartily fall out with em, and 
d em as Snares rather than Favours, Virtue would be 
ed without Labour in our Souls ; it would grow up al- 


bout Pain, But whilſt our Hearts cling to Earth, 


our 
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our Deſires cannot fly higher. They reliſh nothing but 
lour and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to pri 
Paſſion. Hence flow thoſe Sins that ftab the Soul, and 
it to Perdition ; that cut off our Right to Chriſt's Prof 
and give us over to his Manaces. If therefore you intend 
live up to the Goſpel, you muſt break off with the Wy 
This is the firſt Step to Vertue, a néceſſary Prerequiſite 
an Holy Life; for Sin and Vertue can't lodge together. 
Emil. You have held forth upon Love not the World, tl 
Purpoſe, and have laſh'd Grandure, Wealth, and'Pleiſ 
like a Galley-ſlave. But methinks, you have carry'd | 
Qive too far, and flouriſh'd upon Vanitas Vanitatum hey 
Meaſure and Juſtice: For if what you ſay be true, Chil 
nity pens up our Liberty in a narrow Compaſs, and our 
ſure in leſs ; and then how ſhall we recöncile that Freed 
Chrift purchas'd by his Death, to that Slavery you imp 
Did God create the World to tantalize us? And ſhoy 
Beauties of the Univerſe meerly to throw us into a Tit 
Longing * * . 5 . ir ” * 0 | | 
Luc, Let him talk Madam, Chriſt's Religion is Catholi 
our Creed is poſiti ve; it is not cut out only for Fob; andi 
zarss's, but for Kings and Emprefſes. Why therefore! 


— 


we diſmiſs our 2 e, or commence A tes? Willy 


have Ladies turn off their Coaches to walk in Pattins, | 
Milk-maids and Oyfter-women ? Muſt they melt down 
Plate, and make-over their Jointures to the Blue-Boys of 0 
Church ? Under Favour, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller 
Tyrant. Not one Text in Scripture ties Sin to Silks, 
Damnation to Sattin ; we may glitter in Silver here, 
ſhine in Glory hereafter. $ n 
Euſeb. I have indeed enlarg'd upon the Text, Love 
World, but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, it's tic 
fire the Beacon. Is not a Caveat ſeaſonable, when you 
within an Inch of a Precipice ? Our Saviour has thunde 
thouſand Woes againſt the World and its beſotted Lovers} 
cautions us againſt its Charms, both in Parable and Prect 
and yet in Grohe of his Command we run into its Emb 
ments, and pawn Heaven for Trifles. Methinks, Watt 
and Severity too are very warrantable on an Occaſion of 
fing and extraordinary, If a Merchant put upon your 
ſhip Briftol-Stones for Emeraudes, or Venice Glaſs for 
monds, would you frown upon a Friend for diſcovering 
Cheat? The World impoſes upon you counterfeit Col 
Sterling, Tinſel for Gold, and imaginary Happineſs ft 
Satisfaction. I have laid open the Impoſture, -and * 


F 
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Tam too hard upon the Decei ver. ls it ſo obli ing a 


lity to N your Purſe, and ſo clowniſh a Service to 


your Soul? Are Guineas ſo precious, and Souls ſo con- 
ptible ? 80 che 


ap ? | | 
1 Chriſtian Freedom, but you ſtretch the 


ogative too far. For tho* Chriſt has knock'd off your 
ins; and freed you from the Slavery of the Devil, be bas 


exempted you from the Subjection of his Laws: No, 


Iam, you live within his Juriſdiction, ky ee take a 
able to the [dies 3 and you muſt obey his Command, or 
for the Tranſgreſſion. Your Liberty therefore, though 


t, is reſtrain'd by Chriſt's Grant, and your Freedom is 


mbred with Proviſoes. 


lor did God create the World to tempt our Vertue, but 


liſh it for our Uſe, nor for our Vanity, and furniſh'd 


noble Apartment for our Paſſage, not for our Dealing. | 


then the World, and love it alſo; but as Men do Phyfic 
tly for Health. I would not counſel Ladies, nor Lords 
ale themſelves of their Money, (as old Crates did) but 
they muſt not overlook all the Laws of Nature to ſwell 
rStock ; they muſt not circumvent and counterfeit, nor 


Things out of one Nature, and brew 'em in another. 


y muſt not uſe Light Weights, and Falſe Meaſures, and 


ple away Conſcience for a Penny, and Heaven for Six 


e: They muſt not rack Tenants to feed Luft ; nor pay 


r Lackeys Service with Baſtinadoes, nor their Chamber- 
ds with ill Language. 2 | | 
you remember, Madam, 1 told you at our laſt Interview 
might alſo eat wholſome 
afie Bed, and wear good Linen ; that you might ſome- 
8 grace the Boxes with your Preſence, and air your Body 
ter in Coach, or on Foot. But then Chriſt forbids you to 
ſtark Mad after theſe Amuſements, to devote all your 
ne to Diverſion, and not a Moment to your Duty. He 
ids you to ſleep out the Day, and to dance out the N ight, 
ad the Lives of Bats, or Screech-Owls. In fixe, Madam, 
may allow the Taſte ſweet Meats, and the Eye fine 
ts, provided you truck not your Soul for the Satisfaction. 
denſe ſometimes play ; but then be ſure Reaſon ſtands 
n the Guard, and keeps it within the Bounds of Mode- 
on. For theſe animal Faculties are wanton and craving, 
if left to themſelves, they'll vault over the Pale of Law 


Dut , and wheedle in the Heart to follow their Ramble. 


{ is St. Pauls Caution to the Corinthians, cap. 7. Let thoſe 


ood, that you might ſleep on 


aue Mixes be as if they bad none. Theſe that weep, as if they _ | 
Ai 


r. | 
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the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work more power- 
on a deluded Pagan, than the glorious Promiſes of our 
phty Saviour upon Chriſtians ? Every vertuous Action, 
Bernard notes, paſſes, but does not periſh; it's an Hea- 
Seed, that dies for a tithe, to revive in Eternity. 


ard each Day as the laſt, and behave . ſelf as if you 
! not ſee to Morrow. The Reaſon why we manage ſo 
Time ill, is becauſe we always ſuppoſe we have too 
on our Hands to husband well. We build upon the 
e that lies out of our Reach, and by Conſequence is not 
Diſpoſal ; nays and perchance never will ; and thus we 
our Souls to Chance, and truſt Hazard with our Salva- 
Whereas did we perſwade our ſelves we were upon a 
val, we ſhould lay up ſome Treafure for our Journey, 
nd Vertue before to prepare our Lodginge. For our Re- 
n in the next World will anſwer our Behaviour in this, 
e ſow in our Lives, awe ſhall reap after our Deaths, If Vice, 
nts ; if Vertue, Pleaſi 1 
Piety of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Works, not Words: 
berefore we fall ſhort of our Duty tho' we ſpeak well, 
we ill. Cælia was continually upon the Topick of Ver- 
e forced its Panegyrick upon al Compynys and pour'd 
$ Encomiums at Random in all Converſations. One 
have thought ſhe had Curam Animarum, and that half 
dies of the Court were her Pariſhioners in ſpight of the 
of St. Martin's, or St. Fames's. I confeſs her Devotion 
d to me more affected than real. I thought it had 
lame than Fire; and that ſhe harangued in Jeſt, be- 
e ſeem'd ſo much in Earneſt, But Authors were di- 
upon the Queſtion ; for ſome without Appeal to the 
ere for Canonizing her, and a Pious Siſter would needs 
dt, Ambroſe, to find her a Place in the Kalendar. What 
ous Soul is thiscried ſhe ? Good God ! Her Tongue 
faſt Heaven-wards, her Heart muſt needs gallop after! 
ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, and therefore muſt 
of the Seed of Canaan. Y | 70. 
after all, this Lady's Devotion was meer Sound, with 
of Mein and Grimace. Her Anger was violent, and her 
extream. She never balk'd one Paſſion without gra- 
other z and if ſhe practiſed a Vertue, twas to make 
or 2 darling Vice. Had ſhe ſpoke leſs, and done 
he had come nearer the Mark of her Profeſſion. For 
"Ren obſerves, 4 Vertwous Action though mute, is _ 4 
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Folio of Rhetorick without Effeck. Run not into this Felly, 

Tongue of an Angel without the Heart of a Seraphin 
gnificant ; it may indeed procure ſome Repute Ip 2 Fe 

Congregation, but will not gain one Grain of 6 
ea ven. = 


In all your Actions ſeek God alone, and never make} 
ſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men, Hypocriſie and ii 
lation are always increditable, but in Marters of Rel 
monſtrous to a Sacrilege. To ſweat in this World, a 
tormented in the next; to labour with the Saints, and 
with the Devils is Frenzy. Yet alas! how many are 
Saint without, and Fiend within? Who cloath Vice 
the Robes of Vertue, and ſo walk in a Road to Hell, 
| _oT pretend to march for Heaven. Cynthia ſet up foral 
of the firſt Magnitude ; but ſhe built all her Piety upa 
riſie. She took her Plan from the Phariſees, and m 

er Conduct by their Practice. She was a moſt rigid 
vian ; firſt fram'd by Baxter, and then poliſh'd on 
Anvil. She had the turn of the Eye in Perfection, andtt 
the Twang of the Predeſtinate. Nay, ſome ſay ſhed 
wind a Church of England Lady Sevenſcore, and a M 
Mile at leaſt, She pray'd in de Ia Sol Re, and groan'dt 
mily into a Quartan Ague : And what is ſtrange, thi 
Impulſe ſeldom came upon her but in Company, 80. 
ſtantly read Scripture at the Window, and at laſt bed 
Nuiſance to the Neighbourhood.. I never heard het, 
fancy'd my ſelf in Bedlam at a Lecture of Oliver's Porteſ 
_ continually harp'd upon the Baptiſt's Exhortation | 
Jews, and ſigh' out, Repent, Repent, with an Ease. | 
God, ſaid I to my ſelf ! What Farce? What Illuſion 
To correct Sin with Pride, and preach Repentance wi 
rifie, is Amazing. Noy, all this Grimace run up® 
reſt. The Lady had a Month's mind to hear Mr. B. 
upon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation. And 
he ſpent his Lungs, and laid out a World of Cant, and 
cal Jargon upon the Subject. But this was not all, a well 
ing Brother of the Godly Party, had an Impulſe to n 
in the Lord. He was brimful of the Spirit, and well 
with a Creature Men call Gold. He was more ind 
for a godly Yoak-fellow than a beautiful one; and Pp! 
Wealth of the Soul above all the vile Trinkets of ft 
* put in for the Biggot. The good Man bit 
ook, and her Grimaces gain'd her Twenty Tix 
Pounds, and in time coſt him as many Gurſes, Her fr 
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Zacob's, but ſhe had the Hands of 2 Her Piety car: 
fair Appearance, but under the Mask lurk'd Diſſimula- 


and Intereſt. Though ſhe ſtole the good Man's Purſe, 


awn'd Conſcience; and conſequently the Gain did not 


ce the Loſs ; and what is wonderful; ſhe pretended by 


ame Legerdemain to lay in as goed a Stock for Heaven, 
» had for the World, and to over-reach God, as ſhe had 


dled the Good Man. Well 505 I) Conſcience (I ſee) 
ble, and Intereſt can force it (like Proteus) into all Shapes. 
we make Partiality the Scale of Vertue, and every In- 
ed Siſter has Midas's Faculty of touching every thing 
old. Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this Lady's Morals, 
aſuiſtry is too Indulging, and obliges our Vicious Incli- 
s too much to come up to the Standard of Chriſt's. He 
have the Heart as well as the Action, and will not go 
5 with Intereſt ; if you drudge for Temporal Profit, you 
all Pretenfions to Eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's 
pon ſuch baſe Views, you will be caſt out of Heaven 
Hypocrites that tranſgreſs it. Our Saviour commands 
keep our Piety to our ſelves, and to confine it to Dark- 
nd Secrefie, Nay, when we faſt, we muſt perfume our 
powder our Hair, vamp up our Complection, and up- 
extraordinary Occaſions, Ladies may be permitted per- 
the Uſe of Waſhes to conceal from the Eyes of Men 
ortification. Vertue like Glaſs is eaſily ſullied, a Word 


imes tarniſhes its Luſtre, and a Look, like the Eye of 


ik, murders it. 


ever, omit not a good Deed out of an Apprehenfion of 


diſcovered, This would be to ſtretch Caution too far, 
keep up to one Precept by the Breach of another. For 


our Saviour in one Place recommends Privacy, in a- 
he orders us to be Vertuous in Publick for Edificatian.- 


ſee your good Works, and let em gloriſie your Father which is 
en, Gregory the Great in Cap. 1 3. Matth, handſomely 


les theſe Texts, that ſeem to jar; let our Actions be 
, but let our Intention be Secret; that at once we may 
our Neighbour by our Example, and by our Intention 


iſe God alone, wiſh it were private. 


therefore your Devotion have no Tincture of earthly | 
; let itaim at God's Honour, and your Soul's Salvati- 
dit you purchaſe Heaven, you have crown'd your La- 
ut in the mean time fear not to ſtand up for Vertue, 
low you are in Earneſt by your Practice: So many go 
Vice, and ſo heartily carry on its Intereſt, it's neceſ- 
r the Friends of Godlineſs, to make ſome Proviſion 
K againſt 
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againſt the Aſſaults of ſo prevailing a Party, and ſo conij 
the World Vertue is not quite forſaken, .Now, who aren 
| oper to raiſe Vertue and humble Vice, than Ladies of ( 
a ity? They are expos'd to the View of the Vulgar, and 
ceive Homage, and Incenſe (like the old Female Deities) 
their Inferiours ; they are aped by the Sex of a lower | 
Their Faſhions, Mien, Geſture, and Carriage are copied 
Citizens Wives and Daughters, and thefe Fretenders ty 
liteneſs, glory in the very Follies of a Lady. Now, ſe 
ou have 7: an Aſcendant over them, why may you 
ure em to Godlineſs, as well as to Vice? Why may thy 
fall in Love with-your Chriſtian as well as your Wearldl 
rtment, and faſhion their Conduct by yours, as wel 
their Commodes ? Vertue in Embroidery is more ami 
than Vanity in its moſt dazling Equipage ; its Charm 
attractive; and when once People are convinc'd they maj 
Fine without and Rich within; that they may live Greg 
Innocent too ; it's odds, they'll rather chufe to live gent 
and pleaſantly with a good Conſcience, than like Reprd 
with a bad one. And if once Vertue be faſhionable at 
the Ladies, it may in time be Aa mode among the Genti 
alſo. For, with theſe, their Approbation is a kind of | 
almoſt as inviolable as thoſe of the Medes and Perſian, 
Men will rather ſuffer a Reſtraint, and clap Nature 
Hatches, than 1 a petty Satisfaction at the Rats 
Lady's Diſpleaſure. Thus, becauſe Women have an Ard 
to a Tempeſtuous Converſation, and ſtart almoſt as mit 
an Hector's Oath, as at the Report of his Piſtol ; yo I 
Breeding will any more Swear, than Duel in their Fre 
Now, if a Principle of Civility can bridle one Vice, why 
it filence another? And thus, Madam; you may becoi 
Apoſtle without the labour of Preaching .z for En 
moves more than Homily, though it be leſs clamorous. 


Humility is the Foundation of all Vertues, it's the 
Religion, primus Religionis introitus, ſays Cyprian and | 
{ſerves the Name of Infidel, who is unfaictfal to this fall 
Vertue of God made Man. To ſay, that Ladies have" 
of Humility, is to lay the Sick have no need of Health 
the Indigent of Support, It's neceſſary for all, but 
cannot be ſaved without it. For beſides the common 1 


and Equi page warm the Paſſion ; Flattery and 75 
quicken it ; and the innate Propenſion of the Sex -i 
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loat, And when ſuch a multitude of Channels feed the 
our, What wonder if it {wells over the Banks, and bears 
n Vertue together with Reaſon ? | 

deed to ſtand on A * pon ſuch trifling Advantages, 
Evident Mark of a ſtrong Paſſion, or a weak Judgment; 
[eaſily perſwade my ſelf, that Ladies would ſtoop lower, 
they but take the Fains to confider upon how groundleſs 
x So they fly ſo high. 

our Father bore Title and Eſcutcheon, but was' not your 
her a Chambermaid ? If ſo, I would defire you not to 
up your Quality too high; for like the Dutch Coin, it's 
half 3 | You are a kind of Mulatoe, European on 
ne fide, and Savage on the other; i. e. a Compound of 
tlemen and Spinſtreſs. What is here that deſerves an 
weaning Concelt ? | 
t though your Blood has run from Hector and Andromache, 

"an undefiled Channel into your Veins; manage the Ad- 

age with Modeſty, and do not magnifie it beyond Propor- 
For after all, this refined Blood, if tried in the Labo- 
V will prove tainted upon Experiment; and an Alchymiſt 
draw as fine Spirits from that of a Dairy-Maid, as from 
of a Dutcheſs, Could our Anceſtors make over their 
ves by Will; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants 
and Merit, together with their Titles and Lordſhips ; 
2 Progenitors would be 2a great Privilege. But alas! 
ſe towering, theſe ennoblin Apts, a are meerly 
ral, they are incommunicable Perfections, and neither 
nd to Heirs Male or Female by Right of Gift. Believe 
Madam; Noble Minds, and mighty Dignities go not al- 
together. I have often ſeen Vit in the — and 
in the Coach; Beauty in Linſy-Woolſy, and Deformity in 
n; Merit in the Maid, and none in my Lady. Now, me- 
is Quality waited on by the whole Retina of Title and 
Page, being neither the Purchaſe of our Induſtry, nor 
eward of our Merit, ſhould not work upon our Vanity, 
well our Preſumption. We ſhould rather thank Pro- 
for the Favour, than pride in the Gift, for in fine, 
ae no more Reaſon to look big upon the Matter, than 
er in embroidered Harneſs. | 

It if your Parts and Quality are not of a Piece, if this 
you above the common Level, and thoſe throw you be- 
it, you are only indebted to Nobility for the Poſt of a 
much, to divert your Inferiors, and to be fcorn'd by 


Equals, 
| K a And 


132 4 SUPPLEMENT # the Firſt Part 


And as for. Equipage and Attendance, tho” it makes 2 ee 
dy Show, at Bottom it's rather trivial than fignificant, ine 
has more of Appearance than Reality, For it only aL 
either ſome Credit, much Money, or more Vanity, Mc 
theſe Advantages are of a baſe Alley, and they myſt be ou: 

on through ſtrange Glaſſes to appear Conſiderable. 10 
P—'s Credit run her in every Merchant's Book, fron Mur 
Exchange in the Strand to that in the City. She waded (eu 
deep, but by Misfortune, tho* Credit enter'd her Namei 
many, it was unable to croſs it out of one; ſo that it hadh 
greater, had it been leſs. For in fine, ſhe run on tick, 
ſhe ſunk her Purſe with her Credit, and then ſhe curſg 
Merchant's Credulity, and her own Folly.  _ t 

Money indeed has fome Charms, it feeds Vanity, andg 

> a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantry and Meanneſs; bu 

This Luſtre is borrow'd, it's a meer Glow-worm Light,t * 

dazles more than it warms; it comes from Fortune, noth 
Nature or Complexion; it gilds the Outſide, and ſports i Fi 
the Superficies, but leaves the Inſide as naked as it oui 
In fine, it makes People often worſe, but ſeldom better, tos 
gives em the Opportunity of playing the Prodigal tu 


Miſer. | 2 
But nothing enlivens Womens Pride more than F 
and Courtſhip; and yet what can be imagined more ine 


They are ſo over-charged with Preſumption and Self"! 
that they believe themſelves Miſtreſſes of all thoſe * E 
ons, Brain-fick Lovers, or fawning Sycophants are ple 0 
aſſign em; and ſometimes miſtake a plain Satyr for 2 Wi 
yrick, and grow big of Conceit,for being Lampoon'd. 
gb Stratonica had not one hair on her Head, and yi: C 
ave a Poet fix hundred Crowns for compairing it to ig 
he Compariſon was new indeed, — the 132 
fetch'd, that it comes not within fight of Senſe. ButW* 
ever, the Lady admired the Diſcovery, and became re 
ceſſi ve proud upon the Complement, that her Violet for 
rendered her more ridiculous, than none at all. For by a 
ſo ill-grounded, and ſo unreaſonable, ſhe gave the Wap 
Demonſtration her Skull was as bare within as withouv © 2 
that her Brains did not out-weigh her Locks one Grain. © i 
tho' a Lady ſhould be graced with the Hair of Aud ere 
the Eyes of Venus, the ajeſty of Juno, and the Feet of 0 le n 
95 ſpeak in the Poetick Jargon) alas! What is all 119 
anity and Impoſture ? But Mire Bop over with d Pio 


But an Idol of Fools? Or a Flower thi opens and fades the 
exhales Perfumes and Stench the ſamꝭ Day? What Lag the 
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reach the Extravagance of thoſe who rate themſelves upon 
neonſiderable Advantages? They are diitemper'd beyond 
Lunacy of the Mad-houſe, and ſhould he tied up to Diet, 


- 


confin'd to Darkneſs and Diſcipline. 
ut to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to bring their 
ing Thoughts a Point lower. I would defire em to take 
urn in the Church-yard, and to try whether they can di- 
puiſh the Soul of a Princeſs from that of a Kitchen-wench 
ther the Aſhes of Dives are better qualified than thoſe of 
aus: Or the Bones of Cæſar's are made of more noble In- 
dients than thoſe of Peaſants ; or (leaſt ſuch a melancholy 
t ſhould work too much upon your Complexion, and 
t you into Convulfions) fling away a Viſit upon Madam 
e was once the Town-beauty, the Life of Meetings, and 
Lady of May. She rated her ſelf not by the Pound, but 
Diamonds) by the Cara#, and was ſo extravagantly fond 
er little Self, that ſhe fanſied her Body a Compound of 
Fifth Element, all Celeſtial without Droſs or Matter. 
a Conſumption has tam'd her Pride, and fetch'd down 
towering Conceit. She is in Extremity; ſhe runs, poor 
ture! through a Courſe of Pain; ſhe conſumes by In- 
, and loſes her Blood by Drops. She read me (I aſſure 
) 2 more emphatical Leſſon of Vanity than Solomon, and 
inc d me, Women muſt be mad to be proud. This 
t-bed Figure is certainly an Sg, tho' a moſt inſtru- 
Might, and would Curiofity lead Ladies ſometimes with- 
folpect of ſuch Scenes (I conceive) the Price of Female 
xctions might fall. For, in fe, to ſet in ſo black a Cloud, 
thdraw with Convulſions, to go off with Deformity, and 
i Candle to vaniſh in Stench, is a mortifying Rebuke to 
Uienity of human Nature. 5 
ok therefore upon all the Goods of Fortune and Nature, 
e meer Effects of God's Liberality, not of Merit. That 
ae only lent not given; and by Conſequence call ra- 
tor Gratitude than Pride. | | 
* your Rank among the Great Ones, and diſdain not 
OP to the Peaſant, when Charity Commands. Hate Flat- 
a5 2 Plague, Hypocrifie as Poiſon, and a baſe Complai- 
meer Apery. Speak ill of no Body, praiſe ſeldom ;, 
never your ſelf | IR 
ſe not Sight of your Faults, nor depend upon your Ver- 
his is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own, Endeavour 
nous, but never think you are ſo. And tho' you live 
the Height of Chriſtian Perfection, ſuppoſe you are on- 
the Bottom. We may fin by eſteeming our ſelves too 
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much, but cannot by valuing our ſelves too little. And 
put Nature to the bluſh, practiſe upon Occafion ſome put 
Actions of Humility. For Example, you may feed hel 
with your Alms, and ſerve em with your own Hands. 
ſuch Actions are low, they are not mean. And they ra 
ennoble Dignity than degrade it. The great Empreſs I 
| appear'd taller on her Knees, when ſhe waſh'd the Fee 
| poor Women, than when ſhe ſat in her Throne; more gl 
| ous when ſhe wiped them with a Towel, than when ſhe 
in a triumphant Chariot: and more great when ſhe ſerve 
Table the devout Virgins at Feruſalem, than when ſhe 
manded in Rome or Conſtantinople. 
Why may not Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſp 
with a Vifit, as well as the Play-houſe 2 An Hour woul 
better ſpent in this Theatre of Miſery, than in that of [) 
fion. Here you learn Humility, and practiſe it; and alth 
you leave an Alms behind, you carry away the Merit, 
Paris, | have ſeen the topping Ladies of the Court, in JI 
Dieu, help and comfort the Sick with great Charity. 1 
refreſh'd thoſe poor Creatures not only with Words 
with Cordials and Juleps. I could wiſh the Mode wi 
fail into England. It edifies, I am ſure, and would bea 
Quality, and fit as genteely on Ladies, as French Fin 
For, in ne, a Chriſtian Submiſſion is the Top of Galla 
and gives a greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcutcheon. 
ſtand above the Vulgar in Rank, and below 'em in Aﬀett 
to be eſteem'd by others, and contemn'd by our ſelves, i 
abandon the Sentiments of Nature, for the moſt refined! 
rals of the Goſpel. - : - Jes | 3 
As Humility regulates the Interior, ſo Modeſty diſc! 
the Exterior. This is the Inder that marks the Moti 
our Soul: It diſcovers the Scituation of our Paſſions, and! 
us whether they obey the Empire of Senſe, or of R 
For, Providence ſeems to have deſigned the Face not on 
Ornament, but for Information. Nay, the Soul flies 
our Behaviour, and we can read its Inclination and Digi 
legibly in our Actions, as Phyſicians the State of the 
2 by rhe beating of the Pulſe. t' 
1 Thus Gregory of Nazianzen ſaw the Diſorders of 7 A 
Wh Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pronounced 
a Runagate before he had apoſtatiz'd from Chriſtianity. nco 
I ſhall not confider Modeſty in Oppofition to WantoF 
This would lead me too far 3 but 28 it's deſined by Zen ort t 
Science of Decent Motion, i. e. as it poliſhes the Exterior; 
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off all thoſe Exorbitances that render our Converſation 
five, or leſs Chriſtian, I know indeed St. Paul com- 
ds it in this Acception to all; but tho' it reaches the 
aline part of our Species, it concerns more properly the 
"ine, And it's no more eſteem'd a bare Ornament, but 2 
riety of the Sex. So that a Woman diſcarded of Mo- 
„„ ought to be gaz'd upon as a Monſter, Let her be ſet 
ith all the other Embelliſhments of Art and Nature, ſo 
as Boldneſs is read in her Face, this Vice alone will e- 
e her other Perfections, and like a Cloud oyerecaſt all the 
ring Beams of Beauty, Wit, and Dignity. 

or indeed is it any Wonder that Modeſty is ſo much the 
t and Intereſt of the Sex. For this 1s the Argus that 
ds their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of Surpriſe ar 
dence. When Brennus with his victorious Army en- 
Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of the Senators aw'd the 
tious Souldiers into ſuch a Reſpe& and Reverence, that 
ne for a long time durſt approach em. And I believe, 2 
well ſtock'd with Modeſty, may look upon the looſe 
es, and keep at a Diſtance the Attempts of the moſt im- 
nt Aſſailant. For certainly true Vertue has more Au- 
ty than Affectation, and a Chriſtian Reſervedneſs, than 
ical Severity, When a Town is well provided within, 
ſtrongly fenced with Out-works, a victorious General 
eldom the Courage to attempt the Siege. The Expence, 
ngth of Time, the Loſſes, and in ne, the Uncertainty 
es ſcare him from the Enterprize ; ſo that he wheels 
be leſs forfeited, as of more eaſie Conqueſt. Our Gal- 
"WF {fem to follow the ſame Method; they are ſo far from 
ting a modeft Woman, that they can ſcarce dare look 
n the Face ; her Countenance and Air, rather fright 
dn than excite it. They conjure down impure Love, 
ule Reſpect and Eſteem. In fine, ſhe is ſo encompaſſed 
pany there is no making an Approach, and by Con- 
nce no ProſpeCt of Succeſs, and this Difficulty cools the 
fiery Luſt, and diſcourages the moſt violent Senſuality. 
body but Aſmodens himſelf will attempt to violate ſuch a 
uary, | | f 
it when they eſpy a Lady without Refervedneſs ; who is 
d with many attractive Qualities, and has nothing that 


nne Out-works that guard her Virtue ; they are tempt- 
form her Conſtancy, and if ſhe lends a patient Ear to 
* comiums of her Wit and Beauty; if ſhe ſtays to re- 


the Attack, ſhe is in Danger of being at Diſcretion. For 
ort this Remiſneſs is a _ of Capitulation; it's a Mm 
4 the 


\ 
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the Defendant is preſs'd, and then follows a Surrender: $ 
the Neceſſity of this Virtue ought to awake the Care d 
dies, and quicken their Endeavours to purchaſe it. - 
Now, if you ask me what it is, I have anſwer'd with] 
it's, The Science of Decent Motion, i. e. it's a Mixture of Gy 
and Sweetneſs, that ſtamp Piety on the Behaviour, 
make the Divine Tranſports of the Soul ſparkle in the 
Eyes; it reaches every Part of the Exteriour, and guide 
whole Comportment Abroad and at Home, in our Cloſet, 
in Converſation ; in fine, it plants Vertue upon the Fore 
and draws Decorum upon the Exteriour. | 
But by Gravity I underſtand not a moroſe Sowernelz 
a ſtarch'd Behaviour. The Firſt marks ill Nature, the $ 
Pride and Affectation. I would neither counſel Ladie 
make wry Faces, as if they were taking a Doſe. of Colo 
tida, nor walk, as if like Bartholomew Poppets,. they moy 
Wire. This is not Modeſty, but downright Grimace, 
has more of the Mimick than Vertue. The one Fright 
other raiſes Laughter, Keep within a Mean; Extrean 
vicious: extraordinary Geſtures are as unbecoming, a; 
/ ̃ TT 
But be ſure to take Care of the Tongue. Tbis is an 


lent Member, and needs all the Precepts and Inſtructia 
Modeſty, to be 7.5 within the Compäſs of Decency. 
Pretend not in Company to Wit; you will gag 
your Judgment. Women ſeldom appear more Foolilt, 
when they aſpire to the Glory of being thought wiſe. & 
God! How was I plagu'd. t'other Day with the Impetti 
ces of Madam H. 8 18 upon 22 and Led 
us upon the Summa of Thomas Aquinas. She ſcorn'd th 
male Topick of Modes and Dreſſes, and was for dani 
the high Ropes of Phyſicks and Divinity, We were f 
gal'd with Materia Prima; then came up a Diſh of O 
lities ; and at laſt a whole Plate of Theological Terms 
Jong among the Company. It was as impoſlible to io 
in this learned Career, as a Ship under full Sail, 4 
might have ſooner filenc'd a Hurricane, than have fell 
her Ladyſhip's Tongue. 'The Sex admir'd her Wild 
and the Men ſmil'd at her Folly. She is made a Provit 
School Jargon, and laid it out with much Prodigality 
more Aſſurance. But all her Knowledge ſtuck on che d 
ficies of Words, ſhe enter'd not into the Senſe. 80 chu 
Fame of her Parts ſhrunk under Experience, and this Phd 


of Women prov'd only a well taught Parrot. B 
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are of too great Talkativeneſs, a Fault incident to the 
nd extreamly offenſive in Converſation, It favours of 
neſs, and is a great Intrenchment upon the Liberty of 
pany. She, who monopolizes the Diſcourſe, filences the 
and aſſumes the Quality of Miſtreſs ; and ſo keeps School 
Nat Licence, in plain Contradiction to our Statute Book: 
nnd what is more, a Pythagorean School, in which o- 
Ladies like Pupils undergo the Penance of Silence, whilſt 
njoys the Satisfaction of Speaking. This is (I think) a 
Impoſing, and ſhe who offers her Company upon ſo 
Conditions, deſerves to lead the Life of a Recluſe, for- 
adies will go to the Price of the Purchaſe. Freedom of 
h is as undoubted a Prerogative of a Female Meeting, 
the Houſe of Commons. | ral : 
Converſation you muſt ſuppoſe all are not of the ſame 
ion, bear therefore a Contradiction with Calmneſs and 
ation; and be not too kind to your own Errors. In- 
,lity is neither an Appendix of Nature, nor of Grace: 
ten may fall into thoſe Miſtakes by Surprize or Igno- 
, without any Abaternent of their Parts, they cannot 
ate without Diſhonour. So that it's more prudent, as 
is more modeſt, to confeſs a Fault, than to defend it 
3 and Paſſion. Over- rate not therefore your 
Sufficiency, for tho' ſome Diamonds are ſaid to be above 
, Merits are not. Fanſie not your Underſtanding moves 
„eher Region than other Peoples; or that you muſt ne- 
ly be wiſer, becauſe more Beautiful or Noble. Believe 
Madam, - theſe Qualities are not the true Standard of 
pledge : A fair Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well 
d Rooms. The infide may be poor tho' the outſide 
b: And I ſuppofe the Walls are not ſtronger for being 
nt, 
e Love-Intrigues oftentimes are the Subject of Womens 
m6 Purſe ; and generally People are paired by my Lady be- 
io they are joyn'd by the Parſon. fe 


t's a great Breach of 
ſty almoſt to know ſuch things, and Boldneſs to throw 
nto Converſation. For the Laws of Decorum are ſo ſevere 
pard of Women, that it's almoſt a Fault to pronounce 
ord Love, They can ſcarce diſcover a Diſlike of an ill 
t7 WS vithout Blemiſh, nor even bluſh without diſobliging 
| odeſty. For, in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a vicious 
tha Wation, or a Memory ill furniſh'd, or Curiofity miſap- 
cor rather all Three. For certainly, without Pains, it's 
to glean ſo great a Proviſion of Amouretts ; and HINGE 
| ome 
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ſome Inclination, as hard to run ſuch Lengths in the H 
of Intrigues. 2 | 
In a Word, let Modeſty not only chuſe the Subject of 
Converſation, and regulate the gragompult of it, but 
the Voice, and order the Accent. The Tongue muſt not 
out into Noiſe and Tumult; like the Platonick Harmay 
the moving Spheres, it ſhould charm, but not be perg 
at a Diſtance. Would Ladies make the Purchaſe of f 
Vertues their Buſineſs as they are their real Concern, 
would bid fair for that Perfection, their Profeſſion, Se 
Station require. There are others indeed neceſſary, by 
cauſe they reach the whole Species, and concern Men ng 
than Women, I ſhall refer you to the Catechiſm for Inf 
on. Beſides, too many Precepts rather Fright than Inf 
and are more apt to caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe 2 
lution of obſerving 'em. _— 

Emil. | thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh ny 
ſo happy as te comply with your Inſtruction : But * 
too vague ; favour me therefore with a Summary oft 
Actions I muſt 1 each Day. Draw up a Scheme, 
fer more Journal. Sep 

Euſeb. Alas! Madam, you may as well ask me to cutt 
Manteau for the Moon. Circumſtances vary, and canni 


brought to the ſame Rule. However, I will lay a Plank 
you, and hope your Prudence will fit it to your Occafion 


. 
_— 


"IIS — _—_— 
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DIALOGUE VI. 
9 A REGULATION of their Daily ACTIONS. 


3 | 

N effeminate Sabarite thank'd the Gods, that he hat 
ver ſeen the Sun riſe in his Life. I would not ha 

dies imitate this Pagan Copy, much leſs, muſt the) 

themſelves upon ſo ſuperlative a Lazineſs. Live not 
you were our Antipodes, Curioſity is ſuppos'd to bear 3} 
Sway over Female Inclinations. Let it therefore lead 
this great Planet's Levee at leaſt in December and Jana 
aſſure you, Madam, it riſes with more Majeſty than thef 
eſt Monarch; and this Morning Scene Kat, l the Glo 
Pageantr of the Play-houſe. It gilds the Heaven with 
dazling Beams. It turns every drop of Dew into 1 
Diamonds, and commands Nature to change her NIS 
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loth of Gold and Embroidery. Befides, it wakes al- 
every part of the drowſie Creation. Birds and Beaſts ' 
Matines, and proclaim the Glory of their Omnipotent 
Why ſhould Man be leſs acknowledging than Beaſt ? 
inct work more W than Reaſon ? | 
don as you are up, fall upon . Knees, and adore that 
y Being that made you. His Greatneſs calls for Ho- 
and your Dependance ſtands oblig'd for the Payment. 
up every Action of the Day to his Glory; ſuch an In- 
fanfifies the meaneſt, and ftamps a new Value upon 
oft Holy. Ask Pardon for paſt Offences, and rather 
> to die, than to tranſgreſs God's Commands for the 
. Sue for the Support of his Grace; without this 
e Impotent, and with 3 3 
ect what Occaſion of Sin may preſent it ſelf, and pre- 
he Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt. A Temptation 
n is almoſt overcome: But he lies at the Mercy of an 
„ who is aſſaulted by Surprize and Stratagem. When 
iſcover an Ambuſcade, keep at a Diſtance ; to tempt 
tation is an unſeaſonable Bravery. I would as ſoon 
a ſleeping Lion, as come within its Reach; for, in fine, 
tory is not ſure, but the Peril is certain. 


d not upon meer defenfive War, for tho' you ſtruggle 
pmely for a Time, and keep your Ground, you will at 
be overpower'd with Number; if you intend to come 
th Conqueſt, carry War into the Enemies Dominions. 
drantage for the moſt part lies on the Aſſailant's Side. 
out therefore every Day ſome Vertue, and make ſure 
y Practice. The Duty of a Chriſtian is not only to 
ut to do; by reſiſting the Allurements of Fleſh, and 
you loſe no Ground; by exercifing Vertue you gain 
the Devil, and ſo increaſe your Forces, and weaken his. 


en you have diſcharged your Duty to God, ſpend ſome 
pon the Government of your Family; the Buſineſs 
Doors lies upon your Hands, and is part of your Pro- 
and you muſt not do all by Deputy. Indeed, I would 
We you enter upon too Minute a Detail, . nor regiſter 


-——*oit in your Table-Book, It's below your Station to 
"Ry Day after Hens Neſts, as Madam L. did; or to 

* the Number of Ducklings ; nor ſhould you ſurvey 
> 9 *oty to mark the worſt o the Litter for the Tithe- 


Pig ; 


7 * 8 
n 
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Pig; theſe Actions ſavour of Meanneſs, they argue 4 
to Exceſs, and fir an on Quality. 

When you fit at your Toylet keep Vanity at a Dif 
| and remember you trim a Body that once will fink int 
= ruption. Look upon your Robes as Badges of Infany 
reflect, Ladies had never been Fine, had they remain 

cent. I know, indeed, as the World goes, Nobility 
make a Figure: (ny and Title without Appearang 
never draw Reſpect ; they require a Support. The 
of the Mob muſt be truck, and their Imagination aff 
for they ſeldom dive beyond the Surface, and meaſure 
lity by gawdy Trappings and Equipage. However; thi 
ule theſe Toys, your Affection A ſoar above em, and 
muſt never eſteem the worſt parts of Beaſts to be the 
Perfection of your Sex. | 
The brave Eſther was raiſed from Subjection to Com 
and from Servitude to the Throne. She walk'd on 
and 3 in Silver: Nature had made her a compleat be 
and Providence a mighty Empreſs ; and yet ſhe protdl 
the Sight of God, that hae reatneſs was a Burden, a 
Finery a Torment. Thou knoweſt, my God, (faid ſhi 
meer Neceſſity obliges me to live in Pomp and Glon 
Choice; and that I ſcorn this glittering Diadem, the 
of a Thouſand Ladies, and the Defire of more. 1 
with Regret, and only when I muſt appear in Publich 
lay it down when I retire to my Apartment. The I 
Fortune has wrought no Change in me: I am Slave 
Throne, a poor Caitif in Em roidery, and a Beggatll 
Face of Plenty. Tho' I poſſeſs the Scepter, togethe! 
the Wealth of 4%, I enjoy nothing but the Satisfal 
proſtrating my ſelf, and my Grandure at the Foot of il 
tars. For, in fine, the Contempt of my Greatneſs flies 
er than my Fortune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is theV 
of my Averfion. Here is a Seraphick Tranſport for . 
all Light, all Fire. An Heart that can thus ſcorn an . 
is larger than the World, and more capacious than the 
reum. She was a Queen without, and all Angel, all vl 
within. Did Ladies bring ſuch Noble Sentiments 
Toylet, they would charm Heaven; and whilſt Men 4 
their Bravery, the very Angels would fall in Love with 
Vertue : for then they would meaſure the Gawdry® 
Manteaus preciſely by the Length of Quality, not by t 
tent of Pride or Vanity ; they would keep up to the EN 
1 


of their Rank, without deviating from the Duty of 
Religion, ; BOS. 
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1 | 
r Dinner you may employ ſome time at your Negdle, 
er Works ſuitable to your Condition. Auguſtics Ceſar 
t not ſuch Occupations below the Dignity of his Wife 
zughters: Yet he was a Great Man, and thoſe Ladies 
ty Princeſſes And I ſuppoſe our Lords would not diſ- 
be Wall with him, nor their Wives the Precedence with 
ildren. The Romans kept the Diſtaff of Queen Tana- 
th more Care, than the Lance of Romulus, to-teach Po- 
that it was no leſs neceſſary for the Good of the State, 
poſe to Ladies Examples of Labour, than to Men Pat- 
f Bravery. And Solomon in the Character he has drawn 
Heroine Aouriſhes upon her Oeconomy and Labour. 
(ſys he) ber, Hands to Work, and then open d eni to the 
ez of the Indigent ; She Spun both Linen and Woollen : Ter 
not repreſented as a Country Dame, but as a Peeteſs : 
r Husband fat cum Senatoribus terre, i. e. in the Houſe 
in or at leaſt of Commons, Wheels indeed are at preſent 
out of Faſhion, and Ladies will no more Spin, than 
Bone Lace. Seeing Cuſtom has degraded the Employ- 
| will not counſel you to reinſtate it in its priſtine 
v. But however, Needle-Work is reputable, and the 
qualified Ladies may embroider without 1 
heir Station. Believe me, Madam, Idleneſs is an 1 
yment z and ſhe who has nothing to do, will be temp- 
do more than will ſtand with Conſcience, and per- 
with Honour. For, when we have no good Thoughts, 
generally pefter'd with bad ones; and when ill is in 
ncy, it ſlides with eaſe into the Will. 


hel VIII. 

008 may ſeaſon Work with Reading, for though Women 

not pretend to commence Doctors, yet I would not 

lic En forſwear Knowledge, nor make a Vow of Stu idity. 
ne las favour'd you with a reaſonable Soul, enrich d it 

re Science of thoſe Things, that give Life to a civil 

nation, and inſtruct you in the Duty of your Profeſ- 


For your Court Aſſurance, your Addreſſes, in the Mo- 
bd Geſtures of Salutation, your graceful Entrance into 
ts Min, and all the other pretty Accompliſhments of the 
n re dead, unleſs enlivened by an handſome Diſcourſe. Is 
withWPute Scene, a Bartholomew Poppet-ſhew, that ſurprizes 
and furniſhes matter of Laughter to others. Is it not 
ous to ſee a Lady with a great deal of Formality drive 
endezvous, and at the end of a ſhort Complement fall 
ately upon Fontanges and Foretops ? 80 mth Pomp, » | 
| EE | muc 
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much Ceremony out- do the Occaſion ; the Entertainng 
too trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe that will not lex 
ſpeak a propos, ſhould learn, methinks, to hold their] 
for it's much better to peat nothing, than to bolt out N 

Indeed it's not neceſſary to rival the Knowledge of 
. byls, nor the Science of the Muſes, ſhe ſhould not wa 
deep into Controverſie, nor ſoar ſo high as Divinity, | 
Studies lie out of a Lady's way: They flie up to thel 
and not only intoxicate weak. Brains, but turn them: 
engender Pride, and blow us up with Self-conceitedne 
when all theſe meet, we ſhall be apr to meaſure Fa 
our private Judgment, and to ſet up our ill-ſhap'd Not 
gainſt the receiv'd Tenets of our Religion. 

Read therefore thoſe Books that lead to rior : The 
lighten the Underſtanding, and warm the Will; th 
open the Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, and at the ſame 
profetibe the Remedy. They neither flatter Quality, 

ult Peaſantry, but like Pictures made to Sight, the 
equally upon all: In ine, they refreſh the Memory, 
the Underſtanding, and inflame the Will; and ſo tit 
Pleaſure inftill both as go Vertue. 

You may afterwards either return Viſits, or receite 
but perform both with as much Expedition, as Civiliy 
Ceremony will permit. Long Converſations flag, th 
guiſh at an Hours end, and fall into meer Chat or ln 
nencies. For Women have ſeldom Materials to furniſhi 
Diſcourſe, unleſs they Comment upon their Neigll 
Failures, and turn their Misfortune into the Subject dl 
fion. Now, to laugh at another's Expence is not only 
genuous, but unchriſtian. Rather take a turn ſometi 
the Play-bouſe ; but be ſure firſt the Piece be cleanly 
Complexion'd, neither larded with Smut nor Blaſpi 
that it neither arraigns Vertue, nor buffoons Religion 
it has nothing offenſive to the Eye, nothing to the 
Fne, that it be either Inſtructi ve or Innocent. For if it 
bold with God, or laſhes his Miniſters , if it encourage 
and hoots at Vertue, you muſt no more appear there! 
a Peſt-houſe: Diverfions bought at the Expence of Col 
ate too dearly purchas'd, > 


Before you $9 to Bed withdraw into your Cloſet, a 
an impartial View of your Conſcience : If it upbm 
with no crying Sin, give Glory to God, and Wich! 
Knees, and an humble Heart thank him for the Favo# 
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ur Vertue, but his Grace has kept N upon your Legs, 
ither remov'd or vanquiſh'd the Temptation. But if 
ave ſtray d from your Duty, ſue for Pardon; and lay 
zur Body to Reſt, till you have obtain'd Quiet for your 
When the Conſcience is di ſorder'd Sleep can ſcarce be 
: a wounded Soul keeps the Body awake in ſpight of 
And though it does not, you ſhould no more ſhut 
yes in 2 State of Sin, than ſleep on the Brink of a Pre- 
For alas ! How many does Death aſſail in their Beds 
awares? And what is worſe, unprovided ? Poor Crea- 
| They awake in Hell, and only recover their Senſes 
the Extremity of Torments. But when by an hearty 
tance you have calm'd Conſcience, you may ſleep ſe- 
Though Death ſteal upon you by ſurprize, it will 
d you unprepar'd ; it can only convey you from a tran- 
Repoſe into Eternal Reſt. Here is a ſhort Journal of 
iſtian Life, and methinks it may eafily be brought to 
e. A Lady that can't ſuffer ſo ſmall a Conſtraint muſt 
noely fond of Liberty. O "Ie = 
Ay Il, the Scheme ſeems practicable, and if nothing 
 requir'd to live like a Lady and a Chriſtian, Vertue 
ches not ſo much upon Freedom, as I imagined. Pray, 
0 = os oblige me with a ſhort Comment upon the Du- 


„ ä — 8 
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DIALOGUE. vn. 
The Dur v of MOTHER. 15 


HIS Command, Honour thy Father, and thy Mother, 
is recipeoeal, and not only obliges Children 20 
reſpect and revere their Parents, but alſo enjoyns 
Ito love their Children; and this Obligation comes 
ly from the Decalogue, but immediately from Nature. 
des ſhe diſcharge the Duty of a Mother who fawns on, 
ueſſes her Off. ſpring; who pampers their Bodies, and 
them up in Silk and Cotton. No, no, her Care muſt 
heir moſt ſublime Part, the Soul. This muſt be cul- 
and manur'd with Principles and Precepts, that it 
wer the great End of its Creation. Now, becauſe 
* lo ſoon as they are capable of Inſtruction are taken 
| en 1 ſhall only touch upon the Education that 

es. ; | 


| I. Teach 
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I. | Na 

Teach them betimes the End of their Creation, their 
towards God, and the Obligations of Religion. Expli 
Creed and the Decalogue 3 the firſt inftrufts em in 
the ſecond in Manners; and omit not the Pains of the 
ked, and the Joys of the Juſt ; The. one will fright 
Sin, the other will allure em to Vertue; nor ſuffer 'en 
to reſt in the Knowledge, but inure them to the Prad 
all the little Arguments of Kindneſs and Authority x 
cure the Obſervance by the Tenures of Love and Obel 
Seldom apply Severity till mild Methods prove inefft 
For Children muſt not be taught Piety (like Dogs to ſe 
Stripes and ill Uſage: They never do a thing heartily 
compell'd by Force, and oftentimes hate thoſe Exerc 
Thirty, for which they were chaſtiſed at Ten. Some 
ago I fell into the Company of my Lady N. She pff 
with ſuch a long-winde I of lier little Day 
that I began to wiſh the Child leſs accomplith'd; or if 
ther leſs fond: She was Beauty in Life, and Wit in Pa 
on. Nay, and ſo skilful in the Ways of the Lord, that 

ected ſhe had made at leaſt two Voyages to Heaveh,( 
1 2 an Invention to travel to Paradiſe by Sca 
Compals. AS 3 
Well, Madarn, (aid I) fuch a Wir, ſuch a Di e 
preſume, knows the Catechiſm. 

The Catechiſm ! replied ſhe, I hope ſo : And th 
Chapter of Geneſis alſo. And then immediately was I 
with a Scene of Queſtion and Anſwer. Afoth. Who n 
firſt Man ? Ch. Adam, Moth. Who was the oldeſt Man 
Methuſalem., Moth. Who was the wiſeſt Man? Ch. 
Nay, crys Mamma, ſhe can tell you the Wives of 4 
Iſaac, and Facob. 8 

You have led her, I ſuppoſe (ſaid I) to Jſepb- Ber 
| Hon * and intend to enter her in the Synago 
this a | 

All! anſwered the Lady, and a great Al! too. wry 

I) it's nothing at alto the Purpoſe : Indeed ſhe has lei 
Nurſes Catechiſm, but not the Church's. Why ? The 
know this, and believe it too, and yet are not Cui 
Come, Madam, leave theſe odd Methods of Inſtrudtion 
come up to the Grounds of Chriſtianity. Plant the Prin 
Faith and Godlineſs ſo oy” 5 that neithes the Impulſe 6 
can ſhake them, nor the Battering Engines of the Devi 
them. A Bead-Role of Cramp Names may poliſh and ref 
Memory, but what is this to the Capital Point, Salvati 
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ruction unleſs. arm'd with Example will prove infigni- 


ive more Credit to the Eyes, than to Reaſon. If there- 
he Mother's. Conduct * Vice, tho' her Mouth 
upon the Neceſſity o 
Jeſt, and rather ſteer by her Practice, than her Precept. 
to thoſe Mothers, who make Daughters Witneſſes of 
Diſorders, and thus immortalize their Tranſgreſſions by 
mending them to their 1 „ 

2 III. | 
not Romances come within reach of a young Lady : 
are the Poiſon of Youth, and murther Souls, as ſure as 
ick or Ratsbane Kill Bodies. Their Stile, Matter, 
age and Defign are pointed againſt the Defence of Ver- 


and like lewd Pictures, are the worſe for being ex- 
They kindle thoſe Flames that cannot be extin- 
| without Trouble, nor entertain'd without a Crime. 
like the Fire of Hell, they are almoſt Eternal, and 
s worſe, the very Torment pleaſes : And fo, as Nero 


port, In a Word, Madam, a Romance is a bewitching 
ure, it faſcinates the Imagination with a Fools Para- 
t communicates the Charms to the Intelle&, and then 


11 the Palate to captivate the Heart, and plays 

ie Organ to cut our Throats : In ne, they give the 

they N and ſo by an unhappy Inverſion, the 
roduces an Original. 2 


. * 


dns of enchanted Caſtles, of glorious Carouſels, of ſump- 
2anquets, of conquering Beauties, and captive Knights; 
i fine Landskip will they draw in her Head? How 
fully will they work upon her tender Heart? What 2 
It will they raiſe in her Breaſt ? Thoſe Scenes, tho 


, andare mighty Recruits to Folly ; they ſet the Sex 


tan all the Pliableneſs of Fleſh.) How often will ſhe 


a Pele for having 2 Pyrocles at her Feet, and how ſe | 
e vill ſhe wiſh her ſelf in the Place of Pamela. Nays 
u when the Fanſie is warm'd, and the Imaginations 


* 


. 


4 Young Creatures ſooner yield to that; than Rhetori ck, ö 


Vertue, the Child will ſuppoſe. 


They ſully,the. Panfie, over-heat Paſſion, and awake 


, we behold our ſelves in Flames with Pleaſure and | 


the Will Ged knows whither. Like ſweet Morſels, - 


0 y | . i. | 
When 2 young Creature reads over-flouriſh'd De- 


Romantick, ſollicit in good Earneſt ; uy reinforce 
e 
d 


kit of Longing : for tho Women were made of Bone, 


with the Advantageous Characters of thoſe Plato- 
lights, ſhe may fall in Love with the bare Produc of 


Sidney's * 
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Sidney's Brain, and become a real Slave to Fable and Fil 
Or cho ſhe arrives not to ſuch a pitch of Frenſie, it; 
probable ſhe will attempt ſome A pe and ſpread 
to enſnare 2 Gallant, that will as fatally 8 her, 
can ſhe fail of Expedients to delude her Guards; I 
thor that kindles the Paſſion, fhews the way to carry 
Intrigue, he provides her the Methods ang 'Stratageny 
warrants Succeſs, and ſo a Fable is turn'd into a real 
But with this Difference, that inſtead of a Prince; M 
ſelle goes off with a Valet L700 IT! 4 
Lead em not into Company till a ſtrong Vertue ar 
. e the Danger of Temptation, their Senſes muſt beg 
ed, and ill Objects be kept at a great Diſtance. Flel 
Blood have a natural Tendency to-Extravagance, an 
fearce ſtand unconcern'd under the Alluremgnts of Ex 
and Invitation. It's dangerous, ſays St. uff, for 3 I 
admire the very Vertues of a Woman; and, I belie 
ot more ſecure for a Woman to ſtand the Flattery and 
ip of Men. Now, when both Sexes „ | 
manages the Converſation.- Would you thruft.-a Chil 
2 Peſt hou ouſs without Neceſſity, and without an 4s 
Why then will you lead her to confus'd Meetings? Is 

les as well as at Conſtantinople, ſuome Body al 
ries the Plague -Sores, and gives the Infection? 
mil. You are, I perceive, an Enemy to Breeding, Wi 
Have Ladies as unpoliſh'd as Shepherdeſſes? Whe 
they learn Behaviour but in Converſation and Compa 
_ © Exufeb. Madam, you miſtake me, I am not againſt Bra 


but Lam for VErtue. And, I muſt tell you, this will! 
better Account than that: For by Breeding, I ſuppeſi an: 
mean a Gracefulneſs of Converſation, a decent Aſſuu Ch 
gether with ſome pretty Poſtures 4/amode. Theſe i WF 
tions (I confeſs) are commendable, becauſe they intro for 
into Company with Advantage; but then they muſt 1 th 
magniſied beyond Proportion: i would not have Mouſe: 
fantaſtically fond of them, as to place em among ti 2 
int 


Perfections of the Sex ; nor to expoſe a Child's Innocd 
a Brace of Grimaces, For, in fire, they are eaſily} 
and Ladies by the Aſſi ſtance of Vertue may be Ac 
without them. And, I am apt to believe, that a nat 
ty, without theſe acquired Embellifhracnrs, if it be 
on * Meekneſs, and Devotion, will ſoon 
Match, than Beauty without Piety, though ſet off 
moſt ornamental Graces of Education, But why n 


* 
_ 
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ſe with Men for Education? Would you have her paſs 


gh a Courſe of Debauchery ? Or do you think ſhe can- 
be gentile, unleſs ſhe be tainted? Would you have her 


heme like a ——— or curſe like a Dray-man ? I 
t ſhe may learn this helliſh Diale& of Men, and may be 


ed out of all Senſe of Honour and Probity. But theſe, 


poſe, are no Female Qualifications, and therefore till 
receive the Stamp of publick Approbation, pray let ten- 
irgins forbear ſuch dangerous Haunts. ff 

7 Under Favour this Caution goes too far, you will-bar 


| Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as the Turks do the 


ks that of the Mo — for there is a mixt Confluxʒ 
have ſeen as fine Gentlemen at the Sermon, as at a 


l. Really, Madam, I am ſo far from debarring Ladies 


reedom of the Church, that I counſel em to appear oft- 
here. But then I am for introducing a Fewiſþ Cuſtom, 
or ſeparating the Women from the Men, and for dra w- 
Curtain between em. Thoughts, I am ſure, would be 
tecollected, and Piety would go on more evenly. But 


ings are carried, theſe very Meetings are not ſecure, and 


ie 1s expos'd to er d cm Bad Deſigns are often laid 

is Sanctuary, and th 

t Places, For in Truth, People appear before the Lord 
dackcloth, but in-Gold and Silver, and one would think 
came rather to commit new Sins, than to cancel the paſt. 


Ladies fir on Cockhorſe upon Scaffolds in open View; 
they were at the Theatre, and perch above the Crowd 


gaz d at. And as they are ſeated advantageouſly to be 


lo their Elevation gives. them a fair Opportunity to 


and thus the Danger is reciprecal. Notwithſtanding, 


Chriſtian's Duty to go to Church, and this is his War- 


and if we take a little Care, God will not let us miſ- 
for Obedience. Beſides, though People bring ill De- 


the Majeſty of the Place, the Solemnity of the Action, 


leaſt the'Zeal of the Preacher may ſtifle em, and keep in 
and Reſpect the moſt wild Nature, and, fo they; who 
inners, may return Penitent. 8 5043 a 
t this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both Sexes 
me to dance and ſport. - Neither carry Modeſty vr Re- 
It to thoſe Rendezvous ! Theſe Vertues are too ſupercilioug 
eorious for the Occaſion; Seriouſneſs and Thinking are 


t home, or diſmiſt at the Door, and Piety never obtains 


et, ſo that People come here unguarded, and Vertue 
dat Defence: Beſides the Parade, the Gawdry, aud 
8 „5 __-  Gajor 


e Intrigue is compleated in more 
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 Gaiety of the Company ſollicit hard, and plead for Diſy 
The one bewitches the Eye, the other the Heart: Andi 
Mirth emboldens Paſſion, and invites it to Action. Soft 
fick doubles the Charm, and wanton Airs reinforce it, 
diſarm Caution, and enervate Courage; and then, wha 
Collation has boil'd up the Blood, and put the Humoun 
Ferment, without doubt Vertue is in Danger; the Gy 
is lippery, the Tide runs high againſt Fleſh and Blood 
will certainly carry down a tender Virgin with a young 
tue into Indecencies.. 6. 
Emil. You are, | perceive, for clapping up Ladies into 
vents like Veſtals; or at leaſt for confining them to had 
poartments, as in Spain and Italy. But Solitude will nott 
with our Complexion ; we are of a more ſociable Ten 
And beſides, I am of an Opinion, that Reſtraint is no 
uard to Vertue. A Woman of Piety will keep up 
Duties of Religion in Company, but Retirement will 
ſecure the Honour of a Proſtitute. The [talians and 
' Donnas are not more a eee than ours; though there i 
Caution in thoſe Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage: 
I have read in Lery, that the Braſtlian Ladies, where 
are out of Faſhion, live within the Bounds of Honout 


Decency. | | 
Let God forbid I ſhould think of Cloyftering up Lun 

thoſe Retreats are faſhionable indeed beyond Seas, but 

are Heterodox and Illegal in —— They have been 

down by both Houſes as Uſeleſs and Superſtitious, and 


_ dares oppoſe his Single 95 againſt the Joint Jud, 
e 


of thoſe grave Senators? Liberty is the darling Privilt 
Engliſp- men, and the Fondneſs reaches the Sex. Keep 
God's Name, but ſtrain not the Prerogative, for Libel 
its full Latitude is a greater Nuiſance than Slavery; 
be at Freedoni to do any thing, is no leſs prejudicial! 
an and Manners, than a Power to do nothing. 
confiſts in a Mean, Ladies muſt not be mew'd up lik! 
on the one fide, nor muſt they wander about like Vagi 
on the other, I would nat have em kept Priſoners i 
Mother's Houſe, nor yet be Strangers to it. But the 
Priſoners of State, they ſhould not walk abroad with 
Keeper, and ſhould be debarr'd thoſe Haunts that mz 
prize their Vigilance, and aſſail their Vertue. Madam! 
would needs give the Ladies of Salem a Viſit, ſhe had 
riofity to view their Modes, and to try their Breeding 
alas ! ſhe loſt her Honour in the Voyage, and retumy 
leſs Credit than ſhe went, I fear oùr Zag/;ſe Damſel 
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\ the ſame Adventure, and buy their eig by the 
eiture of their Innocence: For alas! we have Sichems as 
as Canaan, and young Gentlewomen perchance not bet- 
repar'd for Defence, than the Daughter of Facob, 
have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to determine 
ther the Spaniſh Donna's Vertue falls ſhort of that of 
ngliſp Ladies. But if 5 bad under Reſtraint, Li- 
will never mend them. 8 makes the Thief, 
ptation prefles harder near, than at a Diſtance. It riſes 
Sight, for Senſe is ſtronger than Memory, and Life than 
ting. Now, thoſe who rack their Wits to find a Temp- 
n, will ſcarce disſpute againſt it, if it falls in their Way; 
es, free Commerce meets more Occafions in a Week, 
lialiant, or Spaniſh under a Confinement are able to pro- 
in a Year, 8 2Y 1 
an give no Account of the Braſilian Modeſty, nor intend 
pue Pro or Con, whether fine Clothes, or none at all are 
Dangerous; however, I would not have young Ladies 
pht up by the Standard of the Line. I am not in Love 
your Equinoctial Caſuiftry ; nor admire the Topinbeian 4 
ſty half ſo much as old Lery. Your Behaviour del Cabo _ 
ot relliſh in Europe, nor your Adamitical Garmens fence 3 
te in London, Nothing can check Nature but good Prin- 
and great Caution. Nay, Vertue tho' ſolid muſt not 
iſted too far; for if it be preſs'd too Home, *twill march 
nd give us * 55 | | 
terefore to conclude, lead not your Daughters unto Balls, 
but Neceſſity or Civility require their Preſence, and e- 
eldom in thoſe Circumſtances. Such Nouriſhmeat is 
rong for weak Stomachs, and I ſhall not wonder they 
heir Health, if they feed ſo foul. To guard Chaſtity ' 
ut Spot or Stain, is no eaſie Task; it moves upon a 
Aſcent, Now, thoſe who talk and laugh can ſcarce 
ap an Hill. It Care and Pains will har y do, what 
ecome of thoſe that are rock'd in Pleaſure, and lie un- 
| the Inſtructions? But I forbear to enlarge upon the 
A, the Practice won't bear a Defence. When the Cauſe 
icht, we ſhould not train for Pretences : In a Word, 
tain ſuch Conyerſations are dangerous, they rouſe bad 
an they vitiate the Fanſie, and prepare the Will for 
ion. 2 | 
Too free Converſation is not without ſome Inconve- 
0 ; but then confider that Retirement is not exempt ; 
* Fanſie will break Incloſure, tho the Body be coop'd 
ay, and bring into the Chamber all the Species of ex- 
i ä L 3 Und | fi erior 
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terior Objects; and, it's odds, ill Objects will crowd in 
the innocent, and may probably meet with a kinder Req 
on; for they glide ſmoothly upon the Senſe, and then 2 
= - nor. much employed, may divert Melancholy with the! 

- SC. . | . ; * 3 

| f Euſeb. You are in the Right, and . ove that the 
ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach of Danger, 
then ſhe ſtands more out of the way ; and if the Coy 
unlawful Things makes ſuch a deep Impreſſion, the Ony 
would fink deeper. 132 „ 
But firſt, I have provided againſt Idleneſs, by counſ 
you to bring your Daughters up in the Practice of thoſe V 
that become their Age and 2 3 by inuring them q 
Lecture of thoſe Books that feed Devotion, and delight, 

Out Rage: F 3 L WEE a 5 * 1 
Secondly, I only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away the Time int 
Recreations, that neither claſh with Decency, nor end: 
Vertue; and if they grow uneaſie upon ſo-ſmall a Rel 
and fall into Fits of Melancholy, you may conclude the 
* of the Diſtemper lurks in the Soul, not in the Body, ant 
the Heart ſhould rather be purg'd than the Spleen. I 
you ſhould not truſt your Child without good Caution 


with her own Sex, for all are not Staunch, Some 1 
| ballaſt, and too light, and if they ate infected with H 
\ en if they languiſh after the fading Pleaſures 'o08”" 
ö World with Prejudice to Vertue, they may ſcatter the. 
tagion both by Words and ES ie org. = 
But let not your Care out- run Prudence, Importune 
Daughter at Fifreen with Precepts and Inſtruction, you 5 
exceed by Severity as well as by Indulgence; and by . 
her to be roo Good, tempt her to do Evil. Allow ſome 00 © 
to Youth, and rather wink at light Faults than chaſtik N 
You cannot expect at Twelve the Maturity of Forty 8: 
the Stay dneſs and Prudence at Fifteen, as of a Lady of. 
Youth is unfurnifh'd with Reflection, and ſometimes 8 1. 


ther by Impulſe than Reaſon. Now, time will ſoon! 
ſuch Failings than Reproof, and Age is à better Dodd 
this Diſtemper than Expoſtulation ; for when Con 
comes often, it loſes its Force, it makes no Impreſſio 
ſometimes works the wrong Way; 4. e. it's received 
—_— Pet, and perchance with a Raillery too; and thus whi 
_— intended for a Remedy becomes Poiſon, and rather kills 

2 cures. You forfeit your Authority firſt, and then the l 
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ithdraws her Reſpect and Kindneſs to make way for 

on; and when this unlucky Paſſion ſteps in, what can 

pected but Noiſe and Clamour ? And God ſend it ends 

' Young People are headſtrong, and oftner follow the 

e of Reſentment than of Prudence. A Youngs Lady of 

cquaintance a great Fortune, and handſomely qualifi- 

th all the Accompliſhments of Art and Nature, flung 

elf away upon .a Man unworthy to be her Page. I ex- 

lated the Matter with her, and. ſhew'd her the unbe- 
Ingneſs of the Fact: She eafily condeſcended ſo far, as to 

=; ſhe had done ill, but laid the Fault at her Mother's 
She tired my Patience (ſaid ſhe) with imperious Re- 

nds, as if ſhe intended rather to Torment than Correct 

| was either too gay, or too reſery'd, and no more able 

ale her in Solitude, than in Company. When I pray'd, 

try was coming upon me; when 1 read, Madneſs; a 

was conſtituted Lightneſs ; a Frown, ill Nature; Fine 

is Vanity; and a common Dreſs Sluttiſhneſs. So that 

other play'd either the Momus, or the Fury. In fine, I 

continually upon the Rack, and the Torment was too 

to be endur d with Patience. I found no way to break 

hains, but by beating out new ones; and caſt my felf 

not to languiſh in Slavery. I confeſs, the Speech touch d. 

leſs than her Misfortune ; and if I compaſſionated the 2 

ter, I deteſted the Conduct of the Mother. Take care A 

ou puſh Severity too far, and miſtake not Frowardneſs 5 IJ 

brrection. I have ſeen the moſt cowardly Creatutes JF 

prels'd) turn upon thoſe that chas'd them, and ſome- - 

vault from a Tower to ſave themſelves. Great Preſ- ö 

auſe deſperate Attempts, when they meet with a violent 

n; and whoſoever ſuppoſes a Senſe of Duty will always 

ule a ſtrong Reſentment, is ill acquainted with human 

e. Behave your ſelf to your Daughter not like * 2 

f 


16 Companion: Lay down the Authority of a reſs, 
5 ke 5 all the Kindneſs of a Mother. When you have 
Heart, you may mould her into any Shape; but 


you have her Averfien, you may undo her by Reproof, 
ill never mend her. Ed LETS at choad 7; 
| TR: 


en you have brought up a Child in Piety to an Age of 
ty, nothing remains for the Diſcharge of your Duty, 
ettlement ſuitable to her Education and Quality. This 
ater of the higheſt Concern, and therefore requires 
zution, and long Deliberation : For what can't be un- 
Muſt not be done without Thought and Reflection. 

„ | *" *: >" 
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Croſs nor the lawful Inclinations of a Child out of a Vie 
Intereſt, nor tie her to a Man for whom ſhe has no. 
Paſſion but that of Averſion. When Marriages ate 
without Love; Love often follows without Marriage: 
thus you force her to be Miſerable, and tempt her ton 
„ her Vertue and Honour. TY... 
| Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
would ſpend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Subject, 
Importance, and deſerves Reflection. What is here laid 
has nothing hard, nothing Biggotry ; it neither ener 
upon Quality, nor entrenchef upon a decent Freedom; 
tho” it did, you muſt remember God will not give Hz 
gratis; it's a Reward, not a free Gift, and ſomething m 
done to deſerve it. Glory is not purchas'd without La 
| nor Wealth without Pains, and yet Death cannot with 
=_ the Soldier from the Purſuit of the one, nor the De 
4 Tempeſt and Quickſands deter the Merchant from thel 
of the other: And yet what are thoſe if compared i 
Treaſures God has prepared for the Godly in Heayel 
then Men drudge for Things ſo fading an ran 
can you-refuſe to labour for thoſe that are Eternal? An 
bare Hope of Succeſs perſwades Men to run upon certal 
Tils ; methinks, the infallible Promiſes of our Saviour d 
Ss N 2 Compliance. Heaven, Madam, is a brave Pur 
What a charming State is it, that places us above Pain, 
ſeats us out of the reach of Neath ? at ſupplies all * 
defire, and removes all we can fear? That puts an U 
Wiſhes, and a Beginning to the Enjoyment of, God. 
Emil. Sir, I thank you for the Pains you have taken 
doubt not but God will reward your Charity. I ſhall f 
wiſer, and I hope better. But to compleat the Fav 
pleas'd to oblige me with your Inſtructions in Writing: 
mory is Treacherous, and we often forget thoſe Thing 
ſhould always be remembred : Beſides, the Benefit 
Important to be confined to a private Perſon. My Dild 
* and you will find few Ladies in Court ui 
Pray let the Remedy be Publick. I will ſend it 
Preſs with your Leave, and preſent it to our Sex wi 
—_— r | 
© Euſeb. You may command me, I will leave the Tape 


a” 
"FX - 


. 


8 upon Condition you conceal. my Name, 
ave no Inclination to new Engagements. Some ma! 


Nis the Phyſick is too ſtrong, and then the Dodo! 1 
anger to be greeted with the Title of Ignoramus, ot 1 Ar 


bank, Now, ſuch a Sentence pronoun'd by one Lady) 


+ » , 
* * 


* 


nly prejudice my Practice, and ruin my F ortune ; For a 
and Lucia after ſome Complements took leave of Euſe- 


ind of Enemies became Euſebins's Admirers. 


— —— _ L1 — 1 2 
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DIALOGUE vn. 
3EBLUS inſeructs LzAypzs in the Duty of a SOLDIER. 


Dinner with Neander, and- invited, him to ſpend ſome 
part of the Evening in the Park. We have been (ſaid 
ha Smile) upon hard Service this Morning, I have al- 


ark, and reinforce. our Spirits, methinks mine begin to 
, and call for Relaxation. | | 


wander not your Spirits run low, Diſcourſe with 
and Vigour drains the Arteries: However you are not 
ſed, and, I believe, you have a ſufficient Fund of Vi- 
ehind, to furniſh another Converſation. Zeal boys up 
re, and repairs the Decays of Age. And now they were 


was he who undertook the Combat againſt Zyſebius, and 
leputed by the Club of. Debauchees to ask Satisfaction. 


mand in the Army, and made no contemptible Figure 
urt, He had a Senſe of Religion, but his Morals anſwer- 
dt the Purity of his Faith. However, his youthful Sal- 


own the Stream of Senſuality, rather by the Perſuaſion 
Company, than by the Inclination of Nature. When 
id rioted away his 1 he ſtill kept good Princi - 
and could not applaud thoſe Crimes he had the Weak- 
to commit. Nay, his Conſcience never permitted him 
without a Reproach : So that he was ſure to pay dear- 
his Chamber, for the Liberties he took in the Tavern. 
Iways finn'd with a Check, and one might read Con- 


play the Exorciſt, and lay the Devil of Conſcience as 


Fs | 
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cian's Skill riſes and falls by the Opinion of 5 1 
and drove home. They were as calm as a Spring M orn- 


HEN the Ladies were one, Euſebius ſat down to 


Talk d my ſelf down; let us breath a little freſh Air in 


in. 1 wait upon you. Age and Labour work upon the | 
2 


g Coach, when in comes a Gentleman call'd Leander. 


38 Man of Quality and Title; he bore a conſiderable 


rung rather from Frailty than Malice, and he was car- 


in his Forehead, and Guilt in his Face. Eleutberius would 


md it. Come Leander (ſaid he) caſt off theſs. Qualms and 
puking, <ve live by Meat and Drink (as they ſay) and Hp 


Perfon for the Encounter: But his Intention was not to ai 
but to learn; to receive Inſtruction, not to hector. 


By 


't54 4 SUPPLEMENT « the Firſt Part 
and Blood will never thrive upon Sebool Subtleties and Notions, } 
| thou canft bring all Men to be of one Mind, all Judgment u 


dier's Hearing, he could not bear the Impiety without a bly 


he could not endure to hear People defend one Crime with 


_ clar'd his Name, Quality, Circumſtance, and Reſolution. 


We will firſt cut you out ates de for the Campaign. 
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upon the ſame Point, and all Conſciences to the ſame Gage, they 
mayſt begin to think of Futurities : But till this be done, lay boli of 
Preſent, and turn Conſcience upon the Common; keep it low, andi 
leave wincing, This Flight of Libertiniſm grated upon 1; 


and tho' he ſmother'd the Reſentment, his Concern wa 
leſs. For Shame always accompanied his Tranſgrefliong 


nother, or authorize Tranſgreſſions by A Religion 

But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turn'd his Stoma 
he could by no Means digeſt ſuch a Meſs of Curſes, and i 
Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſmal a Peal in his Ears, | 
he thought himſelf in Hell among the wretched Crew oft 
Damn'd, and from this Moment he reſolv'd to take up, 
to bid farewel to thoſe unlawful Pleaſures, that firſt lea 
Atheiſm, and then plunge the Sinner into Eternal Torma 
He had heard of Euſebius, and concluded him to be a Man 
Merit and bie becauſe Eleuiberius lampoon'd him. For wi 
(faid he) can ſuch finiſh'd Rakes applaud but Vice, or! 
foon but Vertue ? When therefore the Cabal determin 
attack Euſebius, he embraced the Occaſion, and offer d 


At bis Arrival he inform'd Eaſebius of his Errand, he 


Fußebius declin'd the Task as much as Civility would | 
mit: He told him he was better provided to receive, thi 
give Inſtruction; but Leander preſs'd upon him too hard 
receive a Denial. At laſt, Importunity overcame the ( 
Gentleman, and he began thus. You are a Souldier an 
Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies in the Field, or St. Jan 
In Summer you lodge under a Tent, in Winter at Coil 


Euſeb. Courage is the Diana of Souldiers, it's a kind 
Camp Divinity, and all from the General to the private 
tinel pay it Homage, and almoſt Adoration : It's there" 
your Intereſt not to be led away by Notions fluſh'd by E 
and fram'd by Caprice. Remember one Vertue is nebet 
Variance with another, they live in Amity, and enters! 
good Correſpondence-: But you may as ſoon ſtrike Tie 
of Ice, as Valour out of Ctimes. Sin alone arms Death 1 
Terror, Innocence dares provoke it; and even charge 
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For Death can * take from Pious Chriſtians a Life 
muſt ſurrender to Nature; its Power only reaches the- 
„and its Dominion _— with our laſt Breath. If 
:dmire the Repute of a Valiant Man, make ſure of Ver- 
put no ſtreſs on a fiery Conſtitution, that riſes and falls 
the Barometer, a Courage that depends on Seaſons is pre- 
as, and can be no more truſted than the Winds ; it oft- 
bows in the Tavern than in the Field, and looks more 
y on an Enemy's Back, N 7 


ride, Leander, for the Chriſtian: If you miſcarry under 
haracter, that of the Souldier will ſcarce reſcue you: 
Colonel will be uneafie, if the Chriſtian be damn'd, nor 
all the Bravoes of his ono retrieve his Misfortune; 
therefore on your own Guard, and be as ready to meet 
1, as to encounter the Enemy. Death, dear Sir, makes 
pproaches by Surprize, and attacks by Mine and Strata- 
it works out of Sight, and often aſſaults without — 15 
tell you too, it hates Capitulation, it takes in the Van- 
d at Diſcretion, and will not hear of a Cartel: Nay, it 
gui ſnes not the General from a common Trooper, and 
o Regard to Dignity or Commiſſion. So that neither 
Juke, nor the Marſbal will be permitted to trip back to 
1 or Paris upon their Parole. When once Death has 
ted you, nothing remains but Hell or Heaven, and both 
ml, This Uncertainty of Death, made our Saviour ſo 
preach Care and Caution. He bids us ſtand continual- 
jon our Guard, and counſels us as a Friend, to prepare 
tin Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the ſame time fo un- 
ning. And certainly, if this Advice be ſeaſonable for 
lankind, it muſt be very proper for Souldiers, for the 
nly run the common Hazards of Men, but alſo thoſe 
Wait upon their Profeſſion. They carry about them the 
ples ofa Thouſand Diſtempers, and at every Step ſtum- 
pon foreign Dangers, never foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. 
times you beat up the Enemies Quarters, ſometimes he 
sto the Charge, If you give him a Camiſade, he comes 
jou with a Reveil Matin: Yet whether you aflail, or are 
ed, you are equally within the Reach of Danger, and 
nz but Hazard can protect you: For whoever comes in 
ty of Bombs and Bullets leaves Security behind him. 
therefore your ſelf clear of Sin, you will fight with a 
eart, if a good Conſcience follows you to the Engage- 
» nd will either come off a Conquerour, or fall an Hero. 
Ul Crimes draw upon the Soul, whilſt Muskets and Ar 
e VV »Etiller 
LT. 
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I56 A SUPPLEMENT : tbe Firſt Part 
tillery play upon the Body, Fortitude will not long fla 
ou NES: wiekins © hog Conſcience tremble, at 
and leaves a Man diſpirited when he moſt needs $y 
For who will charge an Enemy through Smoak and 
that fears the next Moment to plunge into Everlaſting 

hur ? If therefore you have a mind to fight well, reſ 
ive well, and whilſt you have Time, think of a Pro 
beyond the Grave. BE N 


Live not in the Camp like a ob or Zaniſary at the 0 
Port, meerly for Intereſt, ot Glory. Such Pagan N 
are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cavalier, Level 
| Pretenfions above ſuch baſe Views, and make Advanty 
Labour and Merit. Can't you ſerve your Prince, h 


your Country, oblige Poſterity, deſerve the Applauſe of 
anda Reward in Re ? Can you not be as 9 out * 


Senſe of Duty, as of Yau or Intereſt? Will your Pq 
leſs, becauſe you expect a Gratification hereafter ? Mil 
Actions be leſs glorious, becauſe they receive a Luſtre 
Vertue ? Raiſe up then your Ambition to this noble Hef 
ſtrike at this charming Mark, it's worth the while, an 
the Character of a Chriſtian. But it's a Madneſs ö 
Frenzy to drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or Metall 
or eſpouſe continual Dangers, to refign the Satisfactig 
Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, for a few Crowns, or a 
in the Gazette, or an airy Huzza of "jt, A Mortals, 
25 2 by Chance, and blame at Random; who fid: 
Temerity againſt true Courage, and always pronounce 
5 Io of ſucceſsful Raſhneſs againſt unfortunate Prudence 
ravery. | ; 1 . #9 | 
_ Notwithſtanding this bewitching Phantome faſcinate 
diers-; it heats their Brain, and anvils out a thouſand UW 
vances. Neither Rhetorick is able to harangue em, 10 
_ to reaſon em out of this unchriſtian Humour: |: 
Teaft reaſonable, and moſt childiſh of all our Follies. 
court Death in Earneſt, for a Life purely in Fanſie, to fla 
all the Advantages of this World, and run headlong ups 
the Terrours of the other for a Panegyrick, is to bottom 
Summum Bonum on Opinion, and ok happy at others 
tefie. Applauſe is a very indigent, or a very ill natur d ii 
it leaves us where it finds us, and cannot, or will not fen 
the moſt inſignificant Misfortune. Pray, in what King's 
did it fall an empty Pocket ? When did it ſet a 1 5 
ſtate? When did it command a diſorder'd Pulſe to beate 
Or recall a Man from his Grave? Alas! the Expect 
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ife at ſecond Hand can only draw fine Landskips in the 
nation, and crown the Brain with diverting Thoughts. 
2 moderate Doſe of Opium will do the Bufineſs with leſs 
d than a Stab, and at leſs Expence than the Forfeiture 
e and Limb. 5 > 4 
intend not, I ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery beyond that 
Duke of Luxemburgh, nor diſpute Conduct with match- 
urenne : No, believe me, Sir, you will fall ſhort a Bars 
\ at leaſt of the firſt, and will ſcarce come within Can- 
hot of the ſecond ; and yet theſe mighty Heroes ſlee 
ir Graves. The admir'd Panegyrick of de Ia Rue coul 
vake the Duke, nor the ſwimming Periods of Flechier re- 
> Viſcount, Their brave Actions that fill'd the Gazet- 
the laſt Age, may perchance appear in the Theatre to- 
the end of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet not for Tri- 
but Condemnation. But alas 1 The Dead are not 
r for the Eſteem of the Living, nor leſs for their Cen- 
If 2 Vertuous Motive animated the Enterprizes of 
Famous Generals, they have received a Reward ; if a 
one, they feel the Puniſhment. Fight therefore in 2 
Cauſe, with a clear Conſcience -and an holy Motive, 
Chriſtian, not like a Mamuluke, or Pagan: Provide for 
doul, and God will provide for your Honour; if your 
be forgot in the Annals of Time, it will make a Noble 
in thoſe of Eternity. 'Thoſe invincible Squadrons of 
ts, who in the Eye of the World lived in Contempt, 
ed in Diſhonour, who were laſh'd like Slaves, and exe- 
u Criminals, are crown'd with Immortal Glory in Hea- 
ud their very Memory breaths Perfumes on Earth, 
their Perſecutors groan in Flame; and God ſeems to 
nvey'd down their Names to Potterity only for their 
ment, and our Inſtruction. 
, You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe : Is it the 
8 Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the Cabinet, to 
ne the Reſults of the Privy Council, and to ſet up 2 
Opinion againſt a - Royal 9 2 With Submif- 
always thought it the Baty of Subjects to obey, not to 
with Superiors ; they muſt be ſuppos' d to command 
i | uſt, till their Injunctions appear evidently Unjuſt. 
a doubtful Caſes, Preſumption Rands for the Govern- 
* this Deference we indiſpenſably owe to Authori- 
etwiſe I ſee not how the Chief Magiſtrate gan maintain 
ad Tranquility. I confeſs, it's my Opinion, and hat 
8 Euſeb. 
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158 A SUPPLEMENT #o the Firſt Part 
| Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, leſs] 
had run from Engliſh Veins the laſt Age, and leſs Coin 
their Purſes. But when Princes Prerogatives are clip'd, 
Orders 33 by the Multitude, when Jack and Toy 
Tribunals of Right and Wrong in every Tavern, and an 
dam Coffer-bhouſe Club uſurps the Power of Teviewing th 
clamations of Mbite- ball, what can be expected but Ty 
and Deſtruction? When therefore the Government dg 
War, a Subject muſt ſuppeſe it Lawful, unleſs he can g 
ſtrict Evidence, and he may fight with a ſafe Conſciay 
der his Lawful Prince's Standard in this ConjunCture, N 
is not the preſent Caſe ; I hinted at a Practice unjuſſ 
Opinion, though ordinary. Young Gentlemen without 
loyment at home, try Conclufions abroad: They 
mmiſſions in Holland, France, and Germany, and {| 
Service (as Jockeys do Horſes) to him that bids moſt, 
Swords diſtinguiſh not Right from Intereſt, they fl 
upon the Niceties of Caſuiftry, nor trouble themſelva 
the Notions of Juſtice, their Bufineſs is to ſecure! 
without formalizing upon the Means, and ſu; their! 
good, if their Commiſſion be creditable, and lucrative, 
Lean. Permit me; Sir, to Are 3 methinks you 
unprovided Gentlemen to hard Circumſtances, and { 
the Morals of the Goſpel ſome Points too'high. ' Sup} 
3 hard for a Regiment under Philip the V. but 
ort of my Expectation, I addreſs my ſelf ro Cha 
and obtain a Commiffion : Is this Conduct finful? 
' Euſeb. Had you been ers to have ſuffer'd me to 
you had receiv'd an Anſwer to this 'Qgere. I thereforet 
my Mind thus. An Engliſpman has no dependance on | 
States, and therefore cannot enter into their Quarreli 
dom, he muſt be convinc'd;' before he draws his 8. 
Parties Right ſtands upon fair Reaſons, and plauſible Gf 
for an Officer thus in Commiſlion is a kind of Lawye 
this only Difference, that one pleads his Client's Caulf 
Bar, the other in the Field; the one with his Tong 
other with his Sword ; and as no Lawyer can underii 
Defence of a Cauſe deftitute of Proofs, that found 2 
Probability; ſo no Gentleman can enter into an exi® 
\. vice without a previous Information of the Juſtice 
uarrel he engages to defend. Now, tho! it be certi 

if Philip has Right to the Spaniſh Monarchy, Charles hab 
and that if this Prince has, Philip is an Uſurper, (for 
have no Right at the ſame time to the ſame thing) Jet! 


Furiſti are divided upon the Queſtion, and both ſuppc 
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> by probable Arguments, a Stranger may fide with ei- 


but then he cannot ſheer off from one to the other. For 
he is ſure to eſpouſe the Wrong againſt the Right, becauſe 
e ſtands not for both. I caution'd you againſt this Game 
| and Looſe, Under-Officers often play at. It's neither 


ile nor Chriſtian, chooſe your Side in God's Name, but 


let not a fairer Proſpect of Advantage draw you over to 
nemy. Indeed this Shifting of Colours is rather the 
ice of Soldiers than Commanders. But theſe ſometimes 
ity, and as the Conſequences in theſe are more dange- 
ſo their Crime is leſs pardonable. RY 
n. | take your beau A Subject muſt ſtand up for 
Defence of his Lawful Prince and Country, againſt the 
pt of a Foreign Enemy, without entring upon a Diſ- 
ion of the Juſtice of the War. But whoever enters into 
vice of a Foreign State, actually engaged in War, muſt 
r[waded upon rational Grounds the War is juſt. And 
he has ſtruck in with one Side, he cannot retreat to the 
during the ſame War, unleſs he "receives new Infor- 


n, 

b. You comprehend me. | 3388 

. lam of your Opinion, and ſubſcribe to your Reaſon ; 
ſo doing, we run headlong into a facal Neceflity of 
ing Wrong againſt Right, For, though the Titles of 
he Fretendants may carry a fair Outſide, yet it's certain, 
Bottom, one is defective. Pray now go on. 


i, Wage not War like Canibals, or Tartars, Commiſſion 
8 the Guilty, but gives no Power over the Innocent. 
ts may come Within the Statute of Murder, as well as 
n the High-way, and may be as guilty of Thefts as 
pers, or Cut-purſes. Thou fhalt not murder, thou ſpalt not 
ite comprehenfive Precepts, they take in the Camp as 
8 the City, and are no lefs binding in the Field, than 
nter-Quarters, Keep therefore your Men up to Order 
icipline, and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh 
Crimes. Look u Maraduves as a Nuiſance to the 
a a Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague to Man- 
hey muſt not be countenanc'd as Soldiers, but exe- 
u Fellons. They ſhould receive no better Quarter 
their Officers, than they give the Peaſants, nor find 
erey when taken, than they ſhew when they rifle 
en. Who binders not a Crime (lays Seneca) commits it. The 
nd Violences of a Soldier rebound on the indulging 
Anders, and by Connivance they adopt them. = 
NERD TS 8 
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160 A SUPPLEMENT : the Firſt Part 
The great Beliſarius has left Generals a noble Model 
ints out a ſhort, but ſure way to Victory. Know dcn 
(ſaid be) I am come 10 fight, not ſo much with Waaponz: of $y 
with the Arms of Fuftice and Religion : Without theſe,” bow can 
pet Vittory, or bope for Succeſs ? My Camp ſpall not be pollut 
Rapine, nor your Swords with Cruelty, Without Fuſtice Cu 
weak, and a wicked Hero will turn bis, Back to an innocent 
This ſhort Harangue aw'd the Soldier, and frighted hig 
to Reſpect and Modeſty. Nay, it raiſed the General ſ 
in the Efteem of all the Italians, that it's hard to deteti 
whether they admired more his Conduct and Bravery; i 
Diſcipline. The very Clowns loved the Legionaries, a 
Brethren; and almoſt ador'd the General as a Tutelar! 
nity. Never Man undertook greater Things with 1 
Army, nor came of with.more Glory. With ſcarce T 
- 'Thouſand Soldiers he clear'd Aſrica of Tyrants, and jk 
- moſt of the Goth; he not only retook Rome; but ſubdut 
tiges at the Head of an Hundred Thouſand Men, and le 
Captive to Conſtantinopie. Thus we ſee Succeſs oftner 
Order and Diſcipline, than Numbers, and that Verte 
a ſmall Retinue overmatches Vice with a greater.. 
Lean. I confeſs, it were to be wiſh'd that our G 
more Authority, and the Souldiers better Diſcipline. 
alas! theſe Qualities.are out of Faſhion, and Obediench 
once made the Glory of Soldiers, is now becotne their dle 
Euſeb. If you are unable to. bridle the Militia's Inſt 
quit your Poſt, it's better to refign your Commiſſion 
your Innocence, and more ſafe to Ja down your Con 
than to forfeit your Soul. He is unfit for Rule, that 
command Obedience. | PDEs 44:9 
L have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and ii 
to Exceſs, one would have thought Aue with his I 
once more return d to plague Chriftendom : Terrour 1 
before the Camp, Deſolation accompany'd it, and a th 
Imprecations of undone Peaſants follow d it. Mabama 
not have acted more bloody Tragedies in Europe: N | 
moſt irritated Chriſtian Prince in Afa. They Rorm'd 
- Purſes than Towns, and d from Counter ical 
aſſault Hen Rooſts and Sheep-cotes. They ſeem d t0 
the Field, not to fight but to plunder, and whilſt the 
leſs Soldiers ſcatter'd Ruin with Fire and Sword, the C 
ſpread Deſolation with Safeguards : So that the roten 
theſe, was more Expenſive than the Avarice of tho 
Kindneſs was no leſs cruel than Fury. The Diſon 


evident, though the Cauſe of it was diſputed ; ſome a 
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Weakneſs, others the Avarice of the Officers, and ſome 8 
nſolence of the Soldiers. But, whilſt every one com- 
4d, the Miſchief run on without Limit, and only then a 
dy was applied, when the Diſeaſe was paſt Cure, i. e. 
2 Country could loſe no more, nor the Army gain 
nore : And yet theſe fine Pranks were play d among 
de and Allies. But if Friendſhip be ſo chargeable, it's 
orth the Purchaſe, and I had rather lay my 41! at the 
of a Foe, than to give it to the Avarice of a Friend ; 
lieve, he is no richer. that is beggar'd by his Prote- of 
than he that is ruin'd by his Enemy. And methinks, 
hugg d, or piſtol'd to Death, is an equal Misfortune. 
know, Sir, how many Iſraelites fell for the Sactilege of 
las, and nothing could appeals God's Anger, but the 
ution of the Offender. How many Armies have melted 
into nothing for the ſame Cauſe ? Mortality ſwept a- 
whole Companies without Remedy, and buried Re i- 
without Honour, Though Helden and Officers ſmile 
ſe Exorbitances, they will hereafter change their Mirth 
2 more doleful Key, unleſs they deteſt with Horrour 
Inuſtices, they now applaud with Inſolence. You muſt 
draw your Sword but to defend Juſtice, and a Generals 
, Wnanding Staff, like the Club of Hercules, muſt always be 
up to quell Monſters, 5 e 


> 


0 2 Soldier's Life be honourable. yet we muſt grant 
tf all Profeſſions its the moſt miſecahle. The Preroga- 
f 2 Eu Centinel above a Slave lies only in the Name, 
be Advantage, if any, ſtands for the Gallerian : For the 
er is tyed to continual Duty, and like a Vagabond is 
ut Houſe, and often without Cover. He is unprovided 
aries to ſupply his Wants, and of Patience to ſup- 
en without | = Sy Yet he abandons his Friends, 
* n farowel, to range about the World (like the 
rt in Tents) he throws himſelf upon Poverty un- 
N oreign Climate, and affronts Death for a Groat 2 
bat an inconfiderable Sallery is here for a Toil ſo 
=_ crowded with ſuch a Multitude of Dangers, and ſo 
aoved from the very Hope of Preferment ? Yer ſome 
che WF in ſpight of Laws both Human and Divine, divide 
1 othing, and ſo ſtarve the Soldier to feed their Pride 
teln ebauc ery. They live high at others Expence; and 
ba the Camp Diverſion (Gaming) by Extortion. This 
* Box pours out an hundred Plagues upon the Army, 
ani" Poldicr muſt live; if * the Captain an 8 
25 the 
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almoſt unfit for Service. Diſcourſe and Reflection run 
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the Pap, and ſets it aſide to tetrie ve an unlucky Caſt, Me 
{top a Camp Lady's Mouth, mult he not draw Bills of Wa 
change upon the Country, I. e, give the Signal to plund 
Diſcretion, and upon his Honour promiſe Impunity ? I 
took the Liberty to check a Captain for a Conduct {pl 
chriſtian and Unnatural. Faith, Sir, (ſaid he) the 
ran unkindly the other Day, my Guineas deferted to 
Enemy, and I muſt recruit. This is the only Way, and 
ſtom has prevailed. So bave (anſwer'd I) a great mu 
Things beſides. The higheſt Extravagancies can plead i] 
ſident, and if this ſufficed to authorize an Action, M 
and Rogues would have a fine Time, and theſe ſcand 
Profeſſions would become not only Reputable, but Inn 
Bur, Sir, "Cuſtom without Reaſon is no better that | 
Triumphant, © P7308 | 
Befides, it cheriſhes Deſertions, and ſo injures the Prin 
well as the. Subject. Who will drudge meerly for Bafting 
and Beggary? This is uneaſie, and thoſe are neither eredi 
nor'plea W Nay, Pain and Miſery are inſupportable, 
correted. by ſome ſweetning Ingredients, like Pille 
muſt be gilt to go down: For, believe me, Pain with Soi 
over-tules Duty, and Senſe of Indigence works oy 
that of Honour; their Reaſon is in the Oar, unpoliſh'a 


low with them, and Conſcience lower. What then can 
theſe poor Wretches to their Colours, if their Subfiſtand 
withdrawn * Nothing in Hand, with nothing in Reverll 
Beggary for Life. Such a State is miſerable beyond Hb 
it's a kind of Damnation that diſcards a Man not only 
Comfort, but even of Hope and Expectation, that buy 
the Spitits of Slaves: Their Fortune being ſo low, the! 
it cannot fink lower, and then it's natural by ſhifting oi 
endeavour to be better, and thus we ſee Regiments gros 
without Battle, without Diſeaſes, and Companies brokt 
meer Deſertion. Severity will never heal this Evil. B 
forces w 25 upon ſtrange Courſes He, who receive 
Unkindneſs from his Officer, and Injuſtice too, will xatil 
once venture the Gallows, than continually groan unde 


Lean. Why don't the Soldiers complain? They 21 
born Subjects, and under the Protection of the Law. 
Euſeb. Complain, when the Plaintiff ſtands at the Bah 
the Deferidant firs on the Bench, on which ſide will ths 
lance turn? The Informer is immediately clap'd up jo | 


tiny, a4 thus at the ſame time he forfeits hit Pays un 
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fe at the Mercy of a Conrt-Marſbal, This Camp-Juſtice 
natur'd and quick too; a Man is ſent into the other 
| in a Moment, not for his own, but others Crimes. . 
God! To take a Man's Purſe, and then to bar him 
iberty to complain ; to ſtretch him on the Rack, and 

o Torment him becauſe he groans, has more of the 
t than of ths: Fedge, and ſavours more of the Officers 
pative, than of the Liberty and Property of the Soul- 

Its the Duty of the high Officers to look into the 
rtment of the lower; to ſtop theſe Grievances by Pu- 
ent, or Caſheering ; if they wink at ſuch Offenders, 

ill not connive at their Criminal Indujgence. Lewis 
IV. in my Preſence did an Action worthy of his Great- 
Two Soldiers were led to Execution, as he enter'd in- 
Town ; the poor Wretches cry'd out Mercy, and the 
op'd ; he enquired the Cauſe of their Puniſhment, 

en he was told they had left their Colours, turning 
Priſoners, Friends (ſaid he) what mov'd you to leave 
Vice, were you pay d? They replied, no: He ſent 
Officers upon' the Spot, examin'd the Accuſation, and 
them guilty, he tore their Commiſſions, broke their 
„ and pardon'd the Priſoners. This Piece of Juſtice / -\Y 
ſtand upon Record ſor a Preſident, and for an Exam- ' 
enerals, and for a 'Terrour to under Officers, and were 
times practis' d, I believe Deſertion might be leſs fre- 

and by conſequence 8 75 Executions. 
your Soldiers like Men, with Civility, not like Aſſes, 
lubs; Cruelty may break Bones but will never heal 
| have ſeen the Cane' raiſe Indignation often, but 
orrow ; it fetches out Thoughts of Revenge, but in- 
purpoſe of Amendment. People may be perſwaded 4 
oa, not beaten by Blows out of their Errors. I was 
ted with a Captain; he was a Man of Punctilio, and 
My, better at his Tongue than at his Weapon; he 
ſetter than he fought, and was more Famous for Ca- 
Company, than for ſtorming Half. moons. This youn 
amanded a Serjeant to pay him Reſpect, and follow 

mand with this quaint Rodomontade, by G—d if you don't, 
Devil of ou. But under his Worſhip's Favour, his 
nſwer'd not his Will, in ſpight of Menace, the Ser- 
main'd a Man, and 2 Chriſtian, whilſt m young 
| nder put on the Fiend ; he was indeed unfurni ſh 
f b and cloyen Feet, but under the Shape of a Man he 

L all the Malice of * He affected Reſpect, 1 
| 2 y 
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by exacting it with Haughtineſs, and Em ire, he fel 
Contempt; for the Company huzza'd the Expreſſion 


burleſqu'd my Gentleman by turning it to Ridicule. 


the Drollery went ſo far, that the Spark was forc'd tot 
up his Commiſſion : And thus, inftead of Metamoryl 
the other into a Devil, he made a Fool of himſelf, 
with his Harp cured Saul, and play'd down the EvilG 
that haunted him; but certainly Curſes and Imprec 
have-not that healing Quality, A Man may iwearhi 
into Hell, but he'll ſcarce blaſpheme another into his[ 
this horrid Cuſtom muſt be baniſh'd without Reſerve, 
out Limitation ; it's too foul to be ſcreen'd by any Prey 
affront or Inſolence ; it grates upon hearing; it'sdiſhi 
able to our Almighty Creator, and dangerous in Ex 
Can't an Officer right himſelf without affronting God! 
he exact Obedience, without diſobeying the Laws d 
ven? Or has he a Mind to correct a Soldier's Offence 
Expence of his own Innocence, and to purchaſe Reſp 
the price of Damnation ? | WE 
here are other Means to let People know their Dil 
without being ill-natur'd, or impious : Put on an hand 
Behaviour, let the Soldier have his Due, hear his Grie 
with Patience, and redreſs em with Expedition. | Wi 
offends, uſe Reproof oftner than the Cane, and cortd 
one Fault by committing another. Let not damm 
vil, or Son of a Whore paſs your Lips, the Dialect is unk 
ing a Gentleman, and below a Chriſtian. Tho! the 
Difference between a private Centinel and an Offct 
ſuch Language magnifies the Inequality beyond Prop 
they are of the ſame Species, and inherit equally the « 
Prerogatives of the Kind ; they have the ſame Rel: 
| God, to Reaſon and Immortality. The Centinel b 
Senſes, the General has no more; and if the private? 
be Vertuous, and the Officer Vitious, the whole Ad 
lies on his Side. Indeed one has a Commiſſion, but 
often the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit; 4 
it may ſet you upon the higher Ground, it adds not 
your real Worth. The Equality therefore being ſo ei 
not the Treatment be diſproportion'd ; Reflect you! 
Men, not to Beaſts ; to free-born Subjects, not to Slant 
Be generous and free, give not too much to FamiliaN 
ſtand off in Reſerve, Be couragious in the Field, m 
in Converſation, and if you model your Conduct 
Rules, Men will eſteem your Parts, and teſpe& peur 
but if you intend to baſtinadoe Soldiers into Reſpec 


* 
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xr em into Love, you will miſs of your Aim. Theſe are 
ffects of Kindneſs, not of Violence, you may perchance 
their Hats, but not their Hearts, they will fear, but ne- 
ove you. Now, Fear is commonly the Parent of Hatred, 
yhen this Paſſion has once ſeiz d on the Soldiers, I would 
el the Officer to withdraw, he is leſs ſecure among his 
ds, than in the Battalions of the Enemy, For Hatred 
ing, and ſeldom fails of doing Miſchief when it has the 
ntage. NES 6. 
18 VIL AF 
nder, Puniſh Faults in God's Name, but with the Mercy 
udge, not with the Cruelty ofa Tyrant. Convince the 
ment of your Behaviour, Juſtice pronounced the Sen- 
not Paſſion, and remember Compaſſion in the Heighth 
werity. Leave ſome Time between the Sentence and 
xecution 3 Who is brought-in guilty to Day, may be 
| not guilty to Morrow; it's never too late to execute a 
inal, but always too ſoon to murder an Innocent. Be- 
Death is a Moment on which an Eternity depends, ls 
therefore a Cruelty beyond the Barbarity of Tyrants 
ow a poor Creature off the Ladder in a. Hurry, before 
lects where he is geing? Did not Chriſt redeem a pri- 
Centinel as well as a General? Becauſe he has forfeited 
lim to Life, has he no Pretention to Heaven? Give 
terefore Time to provide for the Future, that he may 
Ppy in the next World, tho' he goes out of this on a 
old. Let him have a Leiſure to ſurvey the preſent State 
$ Soul, to prepare for a Removal, and to arm himſelf 
Sorrow for the Fatal Blow. Furniſh him a Divine for 
fort and Inſtruction; a Man under the Apprehenfion and 
bur of Death, wants ſome Support; Courage alone will 
ep him in an equal Scituation, nothing but an Atheiſti- 
Mavery or Chrittian Sanity can ſweeten the Paſſage, 
bite its Horrour, i. e. to receive the Stroak without 
ern, we muſt have led ſuch vertuous Lives as give us 2 
ope of Future Bliſs, or believe we end in el bt and 
Ul neither be capable of Happineſs or Miſery. -. 
Xlieve few Soldiers at. this Pinch receive much Relief 
the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho' Vertue be 
buſineſs, it ſeldom finds 4 Place in their Thoughts, 
els in their Practice. In the Summer their Minds run 
leges, Battels, or Plunder, and are continually on the 
or Booty or Slaughter. In Winter they plunge into 
achery, and try by indulging Senſe to blot out the Me- 
of paſt Fatigdes: So that their Lives are a Tiſſue of _ 
M 3 Robbery 
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Robbery or Riot; they live in a State of Sin, and by (| 
quence march on through daily Tranſgreſſions to Damm 
A poor Creature, Who has not 'finn'd away the Bel 
another World, nor ſteel'd his Conſcience,” muſt be 
when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand unnatural ( 
within him, a Judge upon the Bench ready-to pronoung 
Sentence, and Devils to execute it; this diſmal-Proſpet 
pall his Spirits, and may ſooner caſt him into Fits of De 
than into Tranſports of Sorrow. The Devil will eafil 
ſwade him God is as inexorable as the Court-Marſhal, 
that he will fall from the Gibbet into unquenchable, Flu 
Now, a charitable Divine may remove theſe: Terroy 
opening the Mercies of God, and the boundleſs Trealuy 
bis Goodneſs, he may bring him to Repentance by an « 
five Repreſentation of the Torments below, and. of the 
above, and will an Officer that profeſſes Chriſtianity, 
knows God will treat him in the next World, as he deals 
his Brother in this, refuſe fo ſmall a Condeſcention ? 
Bur if the Criminal be tainted with Atheiſtical Prin 
he may indeed die without Concern or Apprebenſion 0 
Future, but alas! will the Disbelief of God exempt hin 
Judgment, or of Hell, from Fire and Brimſtone? I! 
Atheiſt places God among the Chymeras, He is a ve 
Thing, and tho' he rallies upon Hell, he wilbſcarce 
out its Flames. No, he will certainly know there id! 
by the Sentence of Damnation, and tho' his Reaſon dil 
an Hell, Senſe will confute the Errour. Now, a little 
and good Counſel may reclaim ſuch a Creature, and i 
pitated Execution will certainly damn him. Is it mot 
the while to make a Tentative at leaſt? If he refuſe f 
his Miſcarriage will lie at his own Door, if you'deny him 
and an Inſtructour, God will caft it at yours. 
Let him alſo, if poſſible, receive the Holy Sacramen 
Means inſtituted by our Saviour for Salvation are his! 
and whoſoever invades this, ſtands guilty at God's I 
of ſomething more hideous than Murder. God re ven 
innocent Blood of Abel on guilty Cain, and will he . 
the Damnation of a Soul? No, no, Thoſe, who Thut the 
of Mercy againſt their Brethren, mure it up againt! 
ſelves, they. provoke God to retaliate their Cruelty | 
next World, and oftentimes in this; and if he ſuffen 
Monſters to flouriſh, we may be ſure he is angry, for f. 
Impunity is the deepeſt Revenge, becauſe it forbode“ 
ture Miſery. Plead not the Severity of Military*La# 
Court of Human Juſtice has power over Sduls, thele col 
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in the Jene of their Juriſdiction. God alone is their 
ful Judge, to Ae 10 Wee d cd ain Egniſhments 
$ Prerogative, | | | VI f | 
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e Camp again urſuit of their Ops en 
ore RP for a Goal. L the Pulſ BY 4 5 daher de- 
Penance Shen Profermant, 2 2 7 _ caſt:off all Gare 
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vill no more ifi bh er the Exc bn of a Colonel, than of a 
te Soldier. A Man that matches Zeal with Prudence, 
Knows how. to time Re Loaf, nd nick Exhortation will 
onders, . tho' he works no le ; he will neither 
his Patent out of Arrog aach nor ſhrink it out of Baſe- 
and Servility y.z, but will bis Character, and 
nin the Dignity of his Poſt, G Pr Prero 25515 of his 
lion, and indeed who 3D otherwiſe expoles himſelf to 
em 1 renders his Inſtructions infigpificant, and makes 
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What a Reformation would x Chaplain' thus 'equip'd i nc 
in a Regiment? No Vice would withſtand his cal, no 
appear in his Preſence, his Words would be recei vd . 
racles by the Soldiers, and the whole Regiment would, 
him as a Cenſor, and love him as a Father; and when ier 
Soldier is taught to live well, he is fit for any Ente his 
For, whoever dares Took the other World in the Fate 
charge thro all the Dan A 
When the General commands you upon Service, p. 
his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute em with V ffe⸗ 
ws nd leſs the Difficulty of the Enterprize, than your He \ 
and when you have done your part, leave the Event too 
vidence. Succeſs oftentimes lies out of our Reach, e E 
ſakes Prudence and Valour to wait on 'Temerity, ly Wuld 
Defigns with Wiſdom, carry em on with Ref 1 nor 
you have diſcharg'd your Duty. Win 5," tw 
Expoſe not your Perſon out of a meer PunCtilio, nor the 
a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more it be 
than Grimace, and leſs than Reputation. It's worth of 
into the World to make an handſome and honourable Ee! 
more creditable for a' Cavalier to fall in the Field, th 
come off with i Em ee, 
I laugb at thoſe fiery Hot - ſpurs, who (like Salama, 
can only breath in Smoak and Planes ; they are never itou 
but when they ſtand within an Inch of. Ruin; they Mer ( 
trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Cannon Bullet don 
for knocking out their? HFrains againſt Half-Moons and off 
ons; nay, tt fy cannot live out of the Reach of the Bt to 
Batteries, and are realy to expire out of Fear of livinguty 
long; they dun the General to be ſent upon every M chat 
V hen neither Duty nor Prudence require their Service n the 
like the Indian Women; who rave to caſt themſelves Wh 2nc 
their Husbands Funeral Pile; bear a Repulſe with Indi ron 
on. Now, in my Judgment this is to miſtake Cour cho 
Temerity, and to place Bra very in Follx. 
. W. was of this 'Temper ; he bore a Command in til 
valry, yet in ſpight of Diſſwaſion would leave his Hol Jour 
court Honour on Foot, he ftorm'd a Counterſcarp, and waeur 
firſt Man that fell in the Action; he run on without Nurse 
and was brought off without Life, without LY nee pal D 
itied his Misfortune, tho* no Body excug'd his Const 28 
ome ſtiled him Brave, but not one durſt venture to call W nuſt 
| Prudent. Bullets diſtinguiſh raſh Volunteers in the 9 
and Providence ſeems to withdraw its Protection from i che 
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and to leave em to the Government of another Influence. 
now indeed we throw this Heat on a Pretence of Prefer - 
t. We muſt, cry. they, diftinguiſh our ſelves from the 
yd, and do more than our Fellows to plead Merit. A 
jer indeed muſt look above his own Station, he, who con- 
his Defires to a moderate Poſt, deſerves none; to be 
nt with a mean Commiſſion marks a narrow Soul, and 
nerous Inclination ; it's a Symptom of more Flegm than 
„and that he is rather cut out for a Shop, than for the 
p. Diſtinguiſh therefore your {elf (in God's Name) 
affect not to be Remarkable for Folly : Tho' Bedlam be 
e Way to Hogsden, certainly it lies out of the Road to 
tion, Life was given by our Almighty Creator for a 
le End, and therefore we muſt not expole it fooliſhly 3 
uld no more throw it up out of a Bravado, than out of a 
nor ſacrifice it raſhly in a Fight, more than in a Duel. 
t when a noble Occafion 33 an Occaſion that will 
the Ordeal of Reaſon, and can be pleaded to Advantage, 
it be not follow'd by Succeſs, let it not ſlip by, but lay 
of it with Joy and: Tranſport, and thank the General 
he Honour of the Op rtunity. Exert a Reſolution e- 
to the Difficulty, and do to the height of the Enterprize. 
ver nothing that is low, nothing that is boiſterous; no- 
that argues Fear, or betrays Preſumption ; be more 
tous how to go on, than how to come off, and take 2 
ter Care of your Carriage, than of your Life. "Theſe 
ons are not rare in our modern Camps; they open a 
FroſpeRt to Preferment by giving Matter to Courage and 
t to work 2 and tho' we fall, it's in the Diſcharge of 
Duty, and ſuch a Man may look this World in the Face, 
what is more, the other too, if nothing elſe hinders. Ta 
n the Defence of our Poſt is honourable in the fight: of 
and of God alſo, if we refine our Motive, and diſpute 
round out of a point of Duty: Nay, it's an eafie Paſ- 
tho violent, for a Bullet or a Rapier does our Buſineſs 
gently than a Fever. = Ot ITO 


your Merit raiſes you to the Noble Degree of General, 

our Zeal for your Prince flie as high as your Station; 
Raers call for Gratitude, and a Subject can only return this 
pal Duty by Service. Remember in the firſt place you 
WW” att as a publick Perſon, and therefore no private De- 


muſt regulate your Conduct, The Honour of a brave 
C. may carry you off, but your Maſter muſt go away 


the Profit, ltere: 
High 
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7 true to the ſame Intereſt, now on this Side, hom on 
but faithful to neither, and ſuſpacted hy all. Lon muſt 
efore expect a Mixture of bad and good Succeſs, . now - 
ory will perch. on your Standards, now twill fly over te 
Enemies; ſometimes you will. conquer, and ſometimes 
will be overcome. Generals always march in a Circle 
roſperity and Misfortune; let not one ſwell your Conf 
e too big, nor the ather ſhrink your Courage; neither 
ume nor deſpond-; in the one State fear a Check, in the 
r hope for an Ad vantaggmmeee . 
Victory that intoxicates the: Conqueror is more dangerous 
2 Defeat, it diſarms Caution, inſtills Negligence, and 
us aſleep with a traiterous Security; now, whoſoever 
nder theſe Diſadvantages, ſtands at the Mercy of an Ene- 
and tho he leads an Army of Lions, twill be routed by 
her of Stages. 1e 2 0 2 
hat loſt U. M. at To. but this haughty Humour? Saccels 
turn'd his Brain, and diſmounted his Reaſon; he fought 
tle, and won Applauſe, but tho' lie brought off U. A4. 
eft the General behind. He: was no more the ſame Man, 
ſual Prudence abandon'd him, the Vapeurs of Pride 
id and ſmother'd him out of Counſel and Caution, fo 
at To, he loſt the Day before the Fight began. Never 
Man rang'd his Men with leſs Judgment, nor took more 
hantageous Ground, one Wing was unable to ſuccour 
other, the Foot was of no Support to the Horſę ; one 
dhave thought he play d Booty, and reſolv'd to ty the 


rin of a Defeat. ?²¹ 55s bo anne 17% ess 
a the other ſide, a Captain muſt not fipk under a Misfor- 
: To ſuppoſe all loſt; is a ſhort way to loſe all in Earneſt. 
n Fortune is at a low ebb, ex it will ſoon flow, and 
dit frowns, hope it will quickly ſmile. The brave Duke 
nur receĩiv' d a diſmal Check from the Imperialiſts, bu 
bis Troops were overthrown, his Heart was not over- 
e; nay, his Courage roſe with his Fall, his Pulſe heat 
ter, and he reſolv'd:the next Day to waſh out the Diſgrace 
de former with the Blood of his Conquerors: He kept; his 
rd, and gain'd an intire Victory, and. Briſac, as the Price 
leſolution: So that the News of his Victory overtook 
We tf his Loſs, and his Glory poſted thro' Europe as ſwift 
Is Misfortune. Had he not lain under a Cloud, his Me- 
ud ſhined leſs; the Diſgrace of the firſt Day redoubled 
IGlory of the ſecond;: n Fe 6 718110. 
ate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars out of Pride and 
delt; they may be good Soldiers, but cannot be 8 
N ri- 
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Chriſtians ; they make the Intereſt of the Prince truc 


their own, and facrifice the publick Tranquility to 


rivate ends. Provinces muſt welter in Blood, and 


me, to crowd your Antichamber with Viſitants tha 
on your Dignity, not on your Perſon ; and are as read 
2 


bow to your _—_ (had: he a Commander's Staff) 
your ſelf. Muſt People groan under all the Pangs of Po 
to P y your Safeguards ? And agenize under Hunger u 
niſh 


your Table? That you may be neceflary to the 


the Subject muſt be fleec'd by Taxes, and Commerce fi 
raiſe your Fortune. Perchance ſuch a Conduct may 
with Policy, but it bids Defiance to the Goſpel. The] 
mal de Byron was of this Humour; for when his Son | 
cuted a Victory, Halt (cries he) have you.a mind to plant 
bages at Byron? This Man had much of your petty Surg 
who never cloſe a Patient's Wound, till they have d 
his Purſe. He had drawn much Chriſtian Blood, andi 
End ſpilt his own in a Skirmiſh. Believe me, Lean 
more glorious to end a War with Advantage, than to 
tinue it with Bravery ; and I would: more reſpect a G 
without Attendance in a Hackney, that has oblig'd a) 
with a Peace, than him who rides at the Head of an An 
Triumph, and plunges it into an expenſive War. 
This is a r of your Duty, and I could wiſh out 
diers would ſpend ſome cool and ſerious Thoughts upol 
Subject ; they would not (I am confident) fight worl 
might die better. How often have I pitied the Blind 


our Men, they encounter d Danger like Lions, they i 


like Heroes, and expir'd like Beaſts; they had no Ul 
for this Life, and no Thought of the other; Ignoranct 
ſo powerfully ſeiz d on their Underſtanding, they quit 


got the Intereſt of Eternity. Ah, Leander, if you val 


.ife, be tender at leaſt of your Soul, it was made for 
why will you give it over to Torments ? 


Lean, Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are very ſeaſon 


but our Officers will not eafily own they«concern the Ui 
I am ſure they are not in uſe, and am apt to think, the) 
been repeal'd by a Court-Marſbal, or are fallen by Preſcti] 
| Nay, the Camp as well as Black-Fryers is a privileg d Gl 
and as Mr. Hobbs maintain'd, the Goſpel did not bind 
Common: Wealth till receiv'd by the Mas 
of Opinion, it muſt not come within a 
without a Paſport from the General. In 


ſeems to exempt us from the Incumbrance ofDivine br 
for we govern our Conduct not by the Civil, but hal 


iſtrate, ſo ſom! 
Lea ue of the 
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znnon-Law. Our Buſineſs is to make the moſt of this 
without any Thought of the Future; we feed high till 
Purſe runs low ; we pamper Nature, and drink down 
on, dice away our Pay, and fend a File of Curſes after 
ind thus we revel away one part of our Time, and blaſ- 
e away the other, till a Bullet or a Stab packs us away 
he other World without Warning, and (what is worſe) 
out Preparation. ; 

b. Without Preparation do you ſay? That's a Miſtake ; 
ou muſt know, our Men of War have voted a Turkiſþ 
iple free Denizon of the Goſpel : viz. That whoever dies 
Prince, ſuffers for Religion ; this Perſwafion, I aſſure you, 
round, and may in Time be improv'd to a Fundamen- 
int of the Soldiers Religion. When I was in the Army, 
flicer, the very Scandal of the Camp, was wounded, he 
o Senſe of God, no Tincture of Religion, and his Life 
d exactly with his Belief. Well Tom, ſaid I to his Man, 
does thy Maſter ? 

is in ory 'd he. 

278 — I) id he make his Peace with God ? 

d, (an 

died in the King's Service. | 

the King's Service (ſaid I) is that ſufficient ? 

ficient (reply Tom.) Ay, my Life for yours. Why Sir? 
ed in the Bed of Honour. The Simplicity of the Fel- 


| his Betters preach this Doctrine, and he eſpous'd it 
but Examen; and indeed it's the Officer's Intereſt to 
it round, for if once it be well Eftabliſh'd, Recruits 
ome in Shoals without beat of Drum, or the Trouble of 
pping : For, I aſſure you, Good Pay, Pleaſure, and 
nity, and Heaven in the Reer are powerful AttraCtives. 
would not venture a Stab, or charge up to a Cannon 
th for ſuch a crowd of Advantages ? 

talas! Sir, when People ſport with Religion, and bur- 
ethoſe Things they ſhould revere, it's a Sign they have 
ded Principles, and are reſoly'd to die like the Beaſts that 


ear we have rather too much than too little. 
run different Ways they meet in the End. Some are for 


| eligions, and then how can they be in the W Thoſe 
lemens Church, like a Cbedder-Cheeſe, is made of the 


> 


wer'd Tom.) he breathed out his Soul with a Curſe. 


orced me to ſmile, aud his Ignorance to weep. He had 


=. Do you think Religion is baniſh'd the Camp? Why, 
b. The Camp is divided into Two Bodies, yet tho“ 


of one and twenty Pariſhes. Others deny all RE 2 


— 
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and thoſe can hardly be in the Right; yet after all, u Wil! 
Bottom they are all Brethren, ' and of the ſame CommunWrt: 
For, Soldiers in Tom's Divinity, whoever they are, and u ba 
ever they are (provided they ſerve the King) are God to 
ple, and the Wolves and Sheep make up the ſame Fold. ien 

But in good earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe Wiſs { 
tions of Religion are hideous, in a poor Braſilian they an 
Pity and Compaſſion, but I cannot hear an Enzliſbnan in 
ſach Stuff without Indignation. Example and ImmoriWnt: 
have fpread the Contagion, why may not the virtuous on 
regular Behaviour of Officers ſtop the Infection? Vu]. t! 


believe is catching as well as Vice, and as capable of being 
lated by Example; the Matter is of Concern, and deſere 
Tryal, and I know no Man more qualified to begin the} 
riment than your ſelf: Your Poſt gives you Authority 
| ReſpeR; and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, ſo it en 
your Actions to the View of the Publick, and if they br 
Piety, the Perfume may reach and charm your Inferiors; 
if once they gain ſo far as to be approv'd, Im!tation follo 
for the Paſſage from one to the other is ſhort and eafie. 
Lean. I will endeavour to live up to the Principles of Na 
on, and to waſh out the Stains of my former Life by a thor 
Reformation. I will countenance Vertue, and keep ut 
Diſcipline the N Profeſſors of Impiety, and proc 
Nin the Way to Promotion in my Regiment. 
| Kufeb, If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 
Officers of the Army, the Method will take. Condemn} 
bauchery once or twice to the Gauntlet, and *twill ſculł i 
Dark, and withdraw to Privacy, for who will dare to abe 
in publick, when he knows he ſhall be mark'd with Infi 
and feel the juſt Indignation of his Officer? And then if 
neſs be rewarded in this World as well as in the othef 
there be no way to riſe but by Vertue, and he be the hig 
in the General's Favour, who is moſt in God's, Men wil 
ry on their Pretenfions not by Bluſter or Blaſphemy, 9% 
4 more warrantable Methods of Piety. They will u 
Goodneſs the Step to Greatneſs, and deſerve a Coma 
before they have it. Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all 
5 Enter prizes, if onte the Army be model'd by Vertue ; 
beſides that God watches over his Friends, and takes el 
der his Protection; Vice is a Coward, and no Man * 
look Death in the Face, that fears to be Damned. Bur 
tue, that dreads nothing in the next World, fears noth! * 
A Nur is. e e "ith A 
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iſh you Succeſs, and altho' your Deſign miſcarties, the 
taking is Heroical ; for it's more Noble to ſtorm Impi- 
han to carry a Town, and I had rather bring a Regi- 
to the Service of God, than force a Province to the 
jence of a Prince. You muſt expect Oppofition, for 
ſtubborn, and loſes Ground by Inches. Nothing but 
and Conſtancy can gain upon it, Fleſh and Blood will 
in with it, Cuſtom and Example will go over to the 
Intereſt ; but if you bear up with Reſolution, if you 
on the Attack with Courage, and flag not in the Exe- 
„ the Advantage will lie on your Side, and tho' the Vi- 
be not compleat, the Glory of the Action will. Well, 
continued Euſebius with a Smile) we have taken a ſuf- 
View of the Camp, it's Time now to return to Court. 

„ I wait upon you, and ſhall be glad of your Company; 
7 the King has been pleas'd to favour me lately with an 
yet I am. unacquainted with the Ground, and a meer 
1 in the Ceremonial of Behaviour. I fear ſometimes to 
much for Ceremony, ſometimes too little, and that 1 
miles, when I ſhould let fall a Frown. 5 
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DIALOGUE IX. 
vs infiruts LEANDER in the Dutigz of «aCOURTIER. 


HE Court has been the Subject of a Thouſand 
Satyrs, and the Theme of as many Panegyricks, 
and if InveCtive has miſrepreſented it on the 'one 
Fattery has overflouriſh'd it on the other. If we be- 
ole, like the Sea, it's in a perpetual Motion, and as 
us for Shipwracks, as Sila and Charybdis ; it's a kind of 
Þ Marmora inhabited by Slaves, who have loſt their 
ith their Liberty, and hug their Chains becauſe they 
In fre, it's the Palace of Vice, the Seat of Miſery ; 
by Chance Vertue ſhews its Face, it's only falute 
rcaſm and Raillery. e | 
f we credit its Admirers, Lord how the Characker va- 
ne would think Men could not draw ſo different Fea- 
the ſame Face. Thoſe Gentlemen repreſent it with 
t Ait; every Stroak marks Greatneſs, every Daſh of 
Wl Majeſty, and Charm; it's. a Common-wealth like 
the Ys ak of Grandure and Merit. Taue 
te Officers, Ire Princes, and the loweſt, Knights at leaſt, 
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lothing that dilobliges the Eye, or grates u the IA 
. Senſes, can paſs 78 1 3 Cats 
licitude, and Melancholy have no Acceſs, ind thoſe 
tunes that wait on other People, fly from Courtiers, f 
they only know Miſeries by others Ruin. In fm, i 


Man's Toney the Court is an Hell, in another's an Hearet 
are miſerable in it, if we believe ſome, and cannot bel 


out of it, if we credit others. lb 
But with Submiſſion all are miſtaken; ſome throw too 82” 
Dirt upon the Court, others too much Luſtre; ſonie pull”. 
too black, others too white, and they are no leſs guilty M. 
magnifie its Faults, than thoſe who enlarge beyond m th 
upon its Perfections. For, in a Word, the Court is wil. ** 
Guilt, nor all Innocence; it's ſtain'd with great Vice" « 
adorn'd with great Vertues ; it teaches to live well, andty t u 
to do ill. Some make in it great Fortunes, and othen . 
| 2 There is Pleaſure, and there is Pain, Glo 
eproach, Hope lodges in one Apartment, and Deſpari," 
nother ; in ne, it's a Soil over-run with Poiſons, and 
in Antidotes : So that a Man muſt ſtand upon his OF" 
and walk with Reſerve and Caution. He muſt bewliiF ? 
treacherous Confidence, and arm himſelf againſt a col of 
Pufillanimity. I doubt not, Sir, but you have ermit- 
Map of this New World, and made a Proviſion of Ned 
for your Voyage; you are embark'd for the Temple . © 
1 the Road is intricate and beſet with Dangers, the * 
ney long. 2 | 
Lean. I have, God be thank'd, the Education of the ba 
verſity and Academy ; I handle my Sword not ill; pla 
has taught me to play, and Abel to fing : and beſides, Meet 
Gentleman: Theſe Advantages ſuit with my Circunl 
and I preſume they will in time improve my Fortui ot f 
* _ ” a * of Honour. . * 
Euſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equi page is glorious ou ha 
in with Profuſion for 85 . if you Sik =” 
tune alone muſt bear the blame of the Diſappointms Ip 
Man that N for Preferment with Eſcutebeon and Tul q 0 
the Sword in one Hand, and ſuch Accompliſhments WF, L 


other, muſt undoubtedly carry the Suit: For here auf, 
ments of all Complexions ; ſome are tipt with Autbon dien 
thers flaſh Terrour, and ſome again Thoot Charms. 

unleſs his Majeſty's Breaſt be faced with Steel, he wil 
to ſuch battering Engines, and never diſpute the nd 


* 
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Dignity courted with ſo much Bravery, and woo'd —* 
> Harmony and Sweetneſs. 5 | 
t for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure more 
r Inſtruments to work with, for I fear theſe will not do. 
e known Gentlemen well born, wait at Court the mov- 
f the Waters Seven long Winters, and yet they fared no 
r than the lame Man in the Goſpel, ſome body always 
| before em; ſo that they were forc'd to retreat into 
ountry with a light Purſe, and an heavy Heart, and to 
t their leaky Veſſel for a newwVoyage ; and tho' you 
Mafter at your Rapier, you' muſt not build too much 
this Advantage, for tho' it may be of Uſe in the Field, 
none in the Court : Men do not tilt themſelves into 
in our Age, nor hew and hack out Fortunes like Knights 
tin Romances, Your Scowrer} look well in Taverns, 
ave ſome Repute at the Play-houſe, but none in Court; 
people are for ſleeping in a whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
put the Thread o Lit to the laſt Extent of Nature: 
Il not hazard a fingle Pulſe, but upon good Caution, 
xtraordinary Payment; in Fre, Sir, the 7 are of Opinion, 
Sword hangs more conveniently by the Side, than in 
ungs, | bend ae 
ick indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had you 
ouch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for- your Ad- 
ment; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſſions to his 
rs end, he could play the Conquerour into the Tranſ- 
of Hercules N and then take him down in a Moment. 
had you ſuch a Commanding Stroak, I conceive, you 
play, or fing your ſelf into His Majeſty's Fayour ; but 
cret is loſt, or few improve to this Pitch of Perfection - 
0 we have a Liſt of thoſe who have riſen by the Laws 
ot find one, who owes his Title to the Fiddle or the 
Sometimes indeed a Man may play his Way to an 
es Heart, but theſe Adventures are rare, and it's hard 
P upon the Dorion that will find the Way from the 
anum to the Soul; for tho the cut be ſhort, it's intri- 
and the Harmony faints in the Paſlage. 

Fray, Sir, appoint me Tools to work with, 


We tence for Seven Years at leaſt, and forget not a com- 
Stock of Afſurance, | 1 

lou are upon a Vein of Banter; or have à Mind to 
ue. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear at Court in 
andfather's Ruff, or trunk Hoſe, as in this outlandiſh 
de. Indeed Aſſurance is the proper Growth of the 
=O | ide Court 


b. Lay in a good Proviſion of Humility, furniſh your ſelf 


WI 
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Court Soil, it thrives there to Admiration ; but Humility 


Patience require another Climate, 

Euſeb. There is no Banter, no Pleaſantry in the Caſe, I. 
upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to provide yi 
ſelf with Humility and Patience; * an ordinary Pittan 
let me tell you, will not carry you through ; you muft | 
fair for the Humility of Paul, and aim at the Patience of 
without theſe Inſtruments you will never beat out a Forty 
you will fink in the Enterprize, and after a Seven Years ju 
find your ſelf in the Plac& you ſet out. 

Lean. A Reaſon, if you pleaſe. My Lord L—, fQands it 
high Poſt, and makes a fluttering Figure, yet I never hs 
he was a great Pretender to Humility ; nay, I am infor 
he is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Perſon ; he keeps no 
reſpondence with his Friends, and, as if he had tabs 
Morning's Draught of Lethe, remembers the paſt no n 
than he forſees the Future; to conclude, he is within an 
of forgetting his Family, and if he ſteps a Peg higher, he! 
certainly forget himſelf. | 8 

And then why ſhould Patience be ſo neceſſary for me?! 
not X—. bore all before him without it? This little Mul 
Seed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover and Pro 
on to Twenty ſmall Inſects, that in good Time may tt 
Ingratitude for the Favour. Now, this Gentleman isnot 
ly void of Patience, but even of all Pretenfions to it, 21 
Weather-Cock, that looks Eaft and Weſt in a Moment, 
turns Tail to all the Points in the Compaſs ; he is fo far 
executing a noble Deſign, that he has not the Patience 0 
one, and this fickle Diſtemper has got ſo ſurprizing an A 
dant over him, that he will not even take the Pains to f 
But if 3? take Patience for a Vertue, that enables a 
, fuffer Contrarieties with Calmneſs, and Equality of Ten 
he is a meer Stranger to it, and as Unacquainted as with 
great Mogul, or Preſter Fohn, A Gnat by Chance tickle 
Cheek, the Man flew out into all the Extravagances ol. 
fion, he fell upon the poor InſeR's Family with all the! 
of Rage and Anger; he Rogu'd and Raſtald the innocl 
nimal, and then Son- of- a-Whor'd it like a Scavinger, a6 
I endeavoured to diſcourſe down the Fogue, and to pn 
phize the Gentleman into Terms of Moderation, his 0 8 
was too hard for Arguments, till he ſeized on the Ci 
and condemn'd it for a Mute to the Preſs, Nor was be 
bearing with his own Species, I have ſeen him ſwags* 
Footman for ſaying, he was at Home, and browebeat His! 


tor ſaying, he was not 5 he acted all always by Contra 
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t ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleas'd, and that 
ever was in Humour but when he was out of it, Now, ſuch 
-haviour looks, as if he was conſcious of his own Deme- 
and that he had nothing but Outſide and Clamour, and 

Nature to make him confiderable. Yet this Man has 
ript his Neighbours, and left em out of Sight, he tum- 

no more on the low Ropes; but vaults on the high ; and 

he was once below Contempt, he may ſhortly ſoar a- 

ſeb, One Swallow makes no Summer, and one Iaſtance will 

bear an Univerſal Inference. Such Conclufions are nat 

2 truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries on Land ag 
as by Sea, and if a few have ſteer'd thro' a North Eaſt 

ige, i. e. a ſhorter Cut to Preferment, others muſt double 

ape of good Hope, this is the beaten Road, and tho' it be 
ſt, it's the moſt fecure way to Honour. Once more 
fore, let me adviſe you to lay in a good Fund of Humi- 
and Patience, | 

n. I cannot yet be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this Pro- 

n ; nay, methinks I may jog fairly on without it. | 

bb. Not convinc'd ? Pray attend; muſt you not fawn on 

Favourite, and bow to the other? Muſt not you fly to 
e, and make as many apiſh Cringes as a French Dan- 

Maſter to this Riſing Sun? Nay, with the old Perſians, 

muſt commence Idolaters, and incenſe this glaring Pla- 
th all the Perfumes of Flattery and Affectation. You 

Place his Courage above Alexander's, his Conduct above 
and his Policy above the greateſt Miniftefs of State. 

muſt eſpouſe his Sentiments, humour his Inclinations, 

e his Vices, magnifie his Vertues; and turn all his Fol- 

nto Apothogrhs : for you muſt wind your felf into his 

Ur before you can enter into Service, and become his 

to pretend to be his Creature. Nay, you muſt creep to 
de Chambres, fee Pages, and bend to Commis, who have no- 

aden ble, but an Office, nothing great bit Pride 

Autality, 171 N ; | 5 

a certain Court, I had the Fortune to be acquainted with 

te; he defired my Company to a Miniſter of State upon 

ls, but the Baſbaw was indiſpos'd; 4. e. not to be accoft- 
owever, out comes 2 Petty Scrivener with a Pen in his 

or to ſpeak in the Court Dialect) an under Secretary 3 

zentleman was ſo ſtarcht, fo formal, and ſo ſupercilious, 
miſtook him for the Maſter. His Grace ſaluted him to 

mound, and in a Moment run through all the Diſcipline. 

Dancing. School, he plies, the Commis with Vollies of 

„ = 128 2 
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Compliments, out comes firſt tres bumble, tres obedi ſſant th 
upon the Heels of the former, and Valet leads up the | 


Office, I afſure you; overtopt Crate; and the Pen had the 

vantage of the Sword. The Muſhroom ſtood on Tiptos 

return d Monſieur de Duc, this ſhort Oracle, On ſongera 

Affaire. The Promiſe called for an Acknowledgment, 

the noble Peer paid it with Profuſion and Intereſt, Hef 

ſo low, that at laſt I apprehended he was laying down 

Cordon Blue for a Livery. At our Return, Well, Mon 

(ſaid I) Audiences run high in this Country, and Promiſe 

tax'd at unconſcionable Rates. Pretendants are put y 

exceſſi ve Contribution, and you muſt regard Intereſt a 

Honour, why elſe do you proſtitute Quality to fo ni 
Wretch? For my Part, I think you have purchaſed his 
vour, and were I in your Circumſtances, I would newt 
ſcend ſo low to ſoar higher. No, Sir, 41 ſcorn to tranyl 
a Peaſant, and as much to ſneak to a Sultan. My Dukel 
at an extravagant Rate the Pride of that Vermin, and 
he would fit on his Skirts, he alledg'd for his Excuſe Cul 
and palliated his Submiſſion with the Neceſſity of his M 
This put me in Mind of what Cyprian ſays to Denatus, | 

_ that Courtier; bow he ſits in Scarlet? Did you but know bon 
Submiſſions unwortby of bis Rank it cofts him? How many if 
How often he has beſieged the Gates of Favourites, and run | 
Coaches of diſdainful Princes; you would rather pity bis Perſon, 
envy his Fortune? In fine, Leander, you muſt take it a8 1ʃ 
latum, that honourable Poſts are not entail'd on Merit 
many Perſons well furniſh'd for Employment, go out « 
World as obſcurely as they came in, meerly becauſe they! 
not make themſelves leſs to become greater, nor delcend 
low the level of Gentlemen to obtain a Patent of Pera 
may learn by this, that Courtiers are Gens ſervituti naa i 
as the Romans in Tiberius's Time. Tho' they maintain 
Dignity with Haughtineſs and Empire, they purchaſe 
Condeſcenfion and Submiſſion, — that tho' they ate] 
to Exceſs, when their Babel is built, they are humble be 
Meaſure, when they provide Materials to reer it. 

Ilt's a ſuperfluous piece of Labour to prove the Nec! 
Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and as clear as 
rience and Fact can make it. You remember the Ane 

old French Courtier return'd a' Yowngfter, who was very" 

tive to know how he ſhould behave himſelf at Verſ##% 
ceive (ſaid he) daily Injuries with Indifference, and pay 4 | 

Thanks : You mult practice this Leſſon, if vou 19 

thrive ; for as I have told you, Merit and Reward 90 
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s together: One would think ſome blind Deity influeng'd 
Court, and that all things were manag'd by Hazard or 
ality 5 you will ſee a Man of Parts turn'd over to the 
ben, and 3 * ſneak into the Bed chamber; a Man of 
ins ſhall be dubb'd a Fool, and my Lord Littlewit call'd to 
Councel ; one kick'd out of Play begauſe he is Loyal, and 
her taken into Favour. becauſe he is a Traitor; in fre, 
ſhall make his Fortune at his firſt Appearance, and ano; 
ſhall ruin his by contiual Waiting: Now, will not ſuch 
eedings put the muſt Maſculine Patience to the Trial ? 
muſt not his Humour be very paſſive or inſenſible, that 
us paſs'd by without Regard ? This may be your Caſe, 
for altho' you plot Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, 
will founder, .unleſs Recommendation, Favour, and Ca- 
alſo hel you forward. I omit perſonal Affronts with 
nd, and Incivilities without Number; theſe Ragouſts 
ad on a Gentleman's Stomach, and nothing can carry 
off but a tried Patience, | $6 
an. Seeing Promotion goes ſo much upon theſe Vertues, 
if L ſhould make a Turn into Flanders, and take up my 
ter-Quarters with the Capucins ? I fancy their courſe Ha- 
nd Fare would tame Nature, and drudge all my Paſſions 
r. and Obedience. _ 2 
ſcb. You need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements, nor expoſe 
Perſon to be convey'd to Dunkirk Pri ſons, to find Mate- 
for Patience to 6 upon; Occaſions lodge under your 
Roof, and you meet em daily at St. Fames's in the Anti- 
ber; The Court reads Leſſons of Humility and Patience 
ell a8 the Convent, and provides more frequent Opportu- 
tor Practice: Opportunities (I ſay) able to make Saints, 
Martyrs, did you but take the Pains to ſuffer like Chri- 
„ and not like the Damn'd with all the Pangs of Blaſ- 
ty and Deſpair 5 but by Miſapplication you underga all 
vil of Vertue without taſting of the Pleaſure, you graſp 
aows, and hold nothing but Wind and Vapour. The 
ls of the bad Thief is your Lat in this World, and God 
* Brimſtone of the Rich Man be not your Inheritance 
next. 3 | 
ur. Lam but a Stranger to the Court, and have not made 
| Diſcovery of the Country ; however, I perceive, Men, 
t as well as Ladies, that the Outſide has no Reſemblance 
the Infide, that when Joy flows an the Face, Grief, Rage, 
net pair often prey on the Heart, and that the Soul hangs 
ne eks, tho! the Body lies ſtretch d on Down; when many 
oi ons meet in the ſame Point, Affections vary, and de: 
J 5 | h cauls 
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cauſe one carries off the Prize, twent 8⁰ away with Dit 
ointment and Mortification ; and ſuch Occaſions offer th 
Flves ſo frequently, and they imprint ſo lively a 'Senſat 
that Nature muſt fink under the Torment, unleſs an un 
Indolence, or an extraordinary Patience ſupport it, 80 
I am of your Opinion, that Vertue is the beſt Qualificai 
for a Courtier, this alone ſweetens the Viciſſitudes of | 
Fortune, and allays the intoxicating Vapours of good, 
keeps us in an equal Temper, and teaches us to gain by 
Loſſes, and tho''it permits us to be unhappy, it hinds 
from being miſerable. But if you pleaſe, Sir, ſtand of 
longer in Generals. Favour me with ſome particular Mai 
that immediately regard my Conduct. :. 070 
Euſeb. Let your Pretenſions be Chriſtian, and your Mel 
Juſt ; leave not Conſcience for a gentile Employment, 
charge through thick and thin for the ſake of Money or! 
nour, To refign Innocence for an Office, is to ſet too gre 
Value upon the one, and to under rate the other. Start 
and carry on the Contef} with Generoſity, and never wa 
a Rival in the Dark, nor trapan him by the unmanly 
thods of Treachery, Calumny, or Detraction: Such a 
duct is as baſe as it's finful, and ſavours more of the l 
than of the Chriſtian; it's a Mark you fear more his Me 
than you rely on your own, and that you deſpair to cam 
Poſt, if you put the Succels to the Iſſue of Worth. 4% 
ſcorn'd to ſteal a Victory b <= "ap or Stratagem, lie 
puted it with the Sword at Mid-day, and choſe rather 
zard an Empire in the fight of the Sun, than to ful 
twenty in the Dark; in fine, he would have Valour we 
Crown, not Cowardize ; and refuſed to be greater thanD 
unleſs he were alſo more deſerving : This was a noble l 
lation, hazardous indeed, but handſome ; here was noi 
Mean, nothing Inſiduous, but all Gallantry and good N 
Follow this Model, {trive to raiſe your ſelf by thoſe Md 
Honeſty: dares own, take not one Step that looks like UN 
mining or Circumvention, and apply no Inftrument that f 
not true upon the TOOgy of! Honght and Conſcience. 
Keep your Pretenſions within Compaſs, ſuffer em "9 
mount too high, if you give Ambition the Rein, "twill a 
you too far, and may let you down in a Precipice: 10 
Sail overſets a Ship, the Canvas muſt be oportioned 0 
Veſſel : Some Peoples Parts are drawn leſs than others, 1 
are not caſt in the ſame Mould, their Capacitiesare not! 
enough to hold a great Preferment, and the very A" 
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open their Inabilities, and demonſtrates their Temerity 
hoots their Prudence, and that their Strength bears no 
zortion with their Preſumption, and when a young Gen- 
an ſets out under ſuch a Diſadvantage, it's odds, he'll 
der before he comes to his Journey's End, The Bold- 
of the Enterprize will awake the Jealouſie of an Hundred 
endants, and when this Fury takes the Campaign waited 
y Power and Numbers, who can expect to go on with 
els, or even to retreat with Safety ? One rallies your 
, another your Judgment, this Man falls upon your Cou- 
that upon your Honeſty : Now, when ſo many draw 
a diſadvantageous Character of a Gentleman, the Draught 
raiſe in a Prince ill-favour'd Impreſſions, and rather 
ppt to diſcard than to promos him ; for Princes have all 
ſpecifick Weakneſſes of their Subjects, they are made up 
ge ſame Matter, and follow the ſame Biaſs of Nature; 
believe Evil of a Man rather than Good, and when they 
zel ſettled in their Opinion, there is no removing em. 
Word, who courts Preferment walks on ſlippery Ground; 
dis Bufineſs to fence againſt Rubs, and not to tempt Peo- 
o croſs his Way, or to trip him up in the Career. | 
m firſt at a lower Station, and let it ſute with your Genius. 
ald not have a Man that can't count Twenty lay in for a 
in the Exebequer, nor an Ignoramus at his Pen for a Stati- 
I the Secretary's Office. Mr. T. in Yorkſbire, who never 
dover the Limits of the County, nor rode more South- 
ls than Pomfret, ſhould not ſue for Credentials to the 
Court; nor Mr. L—. who could never maſter As in 
n fora Place in the Bench at Meſtminſter Hall. A Man 
puts in for an Office ſa diſpreportion'd to. his Capacity 
it for any, and I would rather condemn him to with- 
Twenty Miles from Londen, than perſwade him to ſhew 
Ke in Court, Conſult your Abilities z and when you 
got into a fit Poſt, exert yaur Spirits, and try. to make the 
of your ſelf, apply Care and Diligence, and ſtudy more 
Maſter's Intereſt than your own. If you diſcharge your 
with Satisfaction and Applauſe, you may look higher 
wut Envy, for in ſuch Caſes, People rather commend 
Merit, than repine at the Succeſs, eſpecially if the Ad- 
ige be managed with Civility and Moderation; but if 
unch out into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into 
| co tion, and ſpurn at thoſe. you leave behind, all is ſpoil- 
br all the Worth of Sir Thomas Moor, ox of a Boetius, 
«Ver protect Pride, nor fence ill Nature; but when you 
 uls of your Exaltation to oblige, when you, look no 
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bigger in the higheſt Station than in the loweſt, you {ta 
cure, and will have, if not the Hands, at leaſt thegood Vi 
of Hundreds to ſupport you. 15 en 
A Middle Station is the beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecurs 
diſtinguiſhes enough from the Crowd, it entitles to Ref 
and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Pleaſure. Now, 
thinks nothing is m_—_ to compleat a Man's Happy 
thus furniſh'd, but a Senſe of his Circuſtances, i. e. tha 
ſhines in his own Orb, tho' it be not the higheſt ; that! 
ſo far confiderable as to ſecure Repute; that he is cali 
Home, and fears no Storm from Abroad; in fine, that he 
enough, and cannot poſſibly enjoy all. | | 
But the Miſchief is, we are of a ſoaring Humour, 20 
ſpight of diſſwaſive will climb ſo high till' our Headvt 
and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. A Soldier i 
on the Strain to be General, ' a Seaman to ride Admit 
Lawyer and a Parſon to fit at the Head of Juſtice and Rely 
and a Courtier to be a Favourite. Aut Ceſar, aut nullu; ii 
Motto, all or nothing. Each Man looks upon his ſingle {el 
a Detachment from the main Body of Mankind, and the] 
| vous of all that is Great and Pleaſing; we are ups 
pur till we come to the Land's End, i. e. the laſt Foil 
Promotion. Now, what is all this but Covetouſnels on 
one Hand, and Pride on the other? Two Paſſions nerd 
be ſatisſied, and yet always obey'd. b 2 6 ol 
Its certain the N of Privada is very conſiderable, 
though it does not always command Efteem, it calls fot 
ſpect, few Courtiers dare pretend for the Place, ye al 
or the Honour; and we ate ſo kind to our ſelves, as to 
2 Prince's Affection as reaſonably plac'd on us, as 0 
Neighbour, and we fail not to blame his Choice, if it 
not upon our Perſon 2550 3 3 
Let tho? the Title be in the general Eſteem ſo val 
| adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Favour ; lev!) 
Expectation at a lower Mark, unleſs you intend to fiat 
Record a ſad Inſtance of the Inftability of Human Greim 
turn over the Tranſactions of paſt Ages, and you wil 
not one Favourite of a thouſand, whoſe end was not! 
amazing than his Greatneſs, the ſame Princes that ſet en 
took Pleaſure in pulling 'em down, and were no leſs © 
pat in their Cruelty, than in their Kindneſs. Ann 
own from the top of his Glory upon his Fellow-90Y 
with Difdain and Contempt, but this bright Sun ſet 
Cloud of Infamy, and turn'd his Rivals Envy into Con 


. . 
—_ _—— ti — 
— — 
— 
* 5 - 


of the GEN TLEMAN Insrgverrd. 185 


— 


* nnn 


., the proud Senate bow'd to his Statutes, ſwore by his 
ne, and his Commands were as ſacred as the twelve 
;: Yet when the Princes AﬀeCtions chopt into another 
er, this Coloſſus fell to the Ground, and buried all his 
tures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe. Our Gave- 
Sencer i, Wolſeys, &c. teach us by their Diſaſters, that the 
ur of Princes is not Proof againſt Misfortune ; that it can 
} 2 Favourite within the Precinct of the Court, and draw: 
from the Bed-chamber to the Scaffold. I could fingle 


too, but theſe ſuffice to caution againſt too great Inti- 
with Sovereigns, which is ſeldom purchaſed without 
ale of Liberty, and never continued without Danger of 
7 of Soul, and too often of both. 1 1 

de Reaſon is clear; for Firſt, as Princes often love with- 
aule, ſo they hate without Provocation ; they are led 
aprice, and {way'd by Fancy, and by Conſequence are 
conſtant in Change. _ is never long lived; a Word, 
dk, a Surmiſe mips off the moſt favourable Impreſſion, 
urns the moſt. charming Object into a Monſter 5/ hence 


te as unable to give a tolerable Account of. their Love as 
er Averſion, a meer je ne feay quey kindles Kindneſs, and 
e ſcay quoy congeals it; to day Freedom pleaſes, to More 
you muſt ſtand off in Reſpect and Reſer vedneſs. In ne, 
eftion will have Employment enough to carry an even 
between the Emperour and Alexander, and to diſcharge 
Duties of Familiarity without making too bold with Ma- 
for the ſame Man is both Friend and Prince. Now, 


Relations, ſo as to be free with the Friend, without com- 
00 near the Monarch, and yet toò much on the one fide, 
o little on the other ruins all. THERE 2 0701 
condly, Not one of ten thouſand are qualified for ſuch a 
) he muſt have the Prudence of a Solomon, the Craft of an 
bel the Courage of a Ceſar, the Moderation of a Fabricius, 
belides, the Felicity of Syla ; he muſt oblige all Men no 
When he denies, than when he confers à Favour, and 
ate to make no Enemies on the one fide, whilſt he 
® Friends on the other ; for Enmity is more clamorous 
ive than Friendſhip, and a ſuppos d Injury: ſinks deep- 
an a real Benefit. Am not I of the ſame Maſs with T. L. 


res are the ſame, Diſtinction of Privilege is unjuſt. Why 
— at 18 
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Tiles bore the Title of Emperour, Schiss all the 


orty more Inſtances of a freſher Date, and ſome Dome 


Pho 
9 
4 
* 
"= 
1B 
4 
\ 
o 3 
- 
: __ 
[7 
1 
- 


mes, that Men run from Dotage to Diſguſt in an Inftant, 


uit have a very Metaphyfical Genius to ſeparate: theſe - 


dne? Why then ſhould he Lord it over me? Where 
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is one Individual of the ſame kind ſtamp'd with Honour, 
the other with Infamy? This Complaint firſt Rarted 
Corner is banded from one to another, till it breaks Inc 
and appears in publick, and you may be ſure it receive 
: exaſperating Stroaks in the Journey; and when Peay 
＋ warm' d, Cabals and Contri vunces follow, all the Miſa 
: in Church and State are put on the Favourite's Account, 
very Tempeſts, Plagues, and Famines are clap'd at his] 
and like the Primitive Chriſtians, he 1s mark'd out 4 
publick Naiſance of Mankind. He ſets the Prince at Vi 
with bis People ; be obſtrutts the Sitting of Parliaments ; abet 
and Arbitrary Government; and then his Majeſty is der 
remove TJ. L. from his Ferſon and Counſel, to ſtrip hi 
his Titles, and to deli ver him up to the Juſtice of the R 
My Gentleman knocks off, and like the Serpent, expo 
Tail to fave the Head ; i. 4. drops his Titles, Offs 
Greatneſs, and gives up his Favourite ſnip with all its 4j 
tenances to fave his Skin ; away packs he into the Cou 
leaving behind a thouſand. Curſes upon the Court, The 
guiſh- of his Misfortunes puts him in the Wheel, and 
ways works upon his own Diſquiet, pitied by ſons, 
ſcorn'd by others, like Vipers, he lives on his own, Fol 
— e wants Power to 3 — +" has Mak 
to contrive it: So that he is made mpotends 
Malice, and where thoſe diſconſolate Qualities are well li 
ed, all other Ingredients af Miſery are ſuperfluous. II 
the end of Favourites, and the moſt favourable they cat 
pect, tho' not the moſt unfortunate they may fear; for1 
they are not always ſo happy as to receive Quarter: N 
they quit the Court to take up in a Dungeon, and 20 
laſt Scene of their Lives upon a Scaffold; nay, and its 
vour too to change the Halter into an Hatchet. 
Check therefore Ambition and give it not too much 
court rather what is handſome than great, and ftudy 1 
Convenience than Grandure. : Deſerve the firſt Place in 
Prince's Eſteem, but let others run away: with his Af 
though you ſparkle leſs, your Value will be greater; ® 
to a moderate Station by meer Merit, is more Noble t 
poſſeſs the higheſt by Favour 85 Parriality. - 


Great Men need Supporters, and prudent Men will 
vide them; Subſtantives are out of Faſhion in Court, ® 
walk there on Crutches, and few can even ſtand on thei 
5 Lay therefore in for Countenance, without ol 
boſt built Fortune will tumble: However, ſell not ** 
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þ of Candle; there is no dependin an bought Friend · 
when a Man has paid for his Pretermeait is not in 


Debt, but owes the Obligation to his Attendance, Im- 
nity, or Purſe, and thoug (to get a good Penny- worth) 
y ſwear Fidelity, and offer his Service, be aſſured bo 
ollow the Impulſe of Intereſt, and leave you in the Lurch 
Danger and Diſtreſe. 0 369 dan 
ware of a Court Maxim. Provide for your Enemies, Friends 
er anch. The Principle is neither conformable to the 
of Policy, nor Juſtice ; it cuts upon good Nature, and 
ude, and has no Support but Practice. Shall a Man 
by Roguery ? And be the better for Villany ? He has 
| me into 2 Plot by Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall 
ch my. Credit to ſwell his Fortune? Perchance he has 
is King in the Field, and promiſed to make him a Gier 
Prince by ſeizing his Towns, and fettering his Perſon 
all I perſwade his Majeſty to give him a Whize Saf for 
rvice ? In fine, he is 4 d in Treaſon, and over Head 
iſchief, and now myſt be bought off, and incenſed by 
wereign, as the Devil is by the Ladiant, that he may do 
re Harm, Such a Conduct is an Invitation to Diſloyal- 
I Treaſon, it encourages Vice, and plunges Vertue into 
ir. Who will Rand up for his Prince's juſt Prerogative 
 Expence of his Fortune, when he may draw it 
afety and Profit ? If Honeſty be requited with Poverty, 
navery with Wealth; if Loyalty go out at Elbows, and 
da plitters in Gold-lace, I fear Knights of the Poſt will 
ply upon the Nation, and Round*heads may once more 
lumbers with Cavaliers. I would not Outrage where I 
d Reward, nor Reward where I ſhould Puniſh. + + 
u. Spare me a Word, leſt I loſe the Opportunity of 2 
ion. Why may I not win an Enemy? co DIG 4 
. You mean, I ſuppoſe, buy a Friend? Becauſe whos . 
r deſerts his Party tor Gain, will certainly. return when 
ſt calls upon him + If the Senſe of Duty and Conſcience 
table to reclaim a Delinquent, will Title work a real 
erfion ? No, no, Sir, thoſe Cattle fly in the Face of a 
kt, their Organs are ſo ill-ſhap'd, they cannot feel any 
that's Generous and Noble; they always: follow the 
lt Cry, and tack about with the Wind of Intereſt: So 
12 Jeu are too powerful to need help, he ſhall ſtand by 
* if you begin to retreat, he will fall upon the Rear, 
arge your ſtragling Forces thro* a thouland Favours. 
Ptulatum among thoſe Infidels, that itbworſe to ſink 
* Friend than to ſwim with an Enemy and At”; 
e or WORF ooo lf; ie YEW 3h” oof. oa es s C9 y Oe . ae 
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like Rats before a Storm, they abandon a leaky Veſſd 
ſwim for Safety to the Shoar. To be ſhort, thoſe Men 
ly down the Stream, and fide with Succeſs im Defian 
Jaltes ; they will never croſs upon a prevailing Cring 
+.  -_— Miſchiefs carried on by Numbers; their Bufy 
to ſtand, though their Friend or Prince falls, and to m 
Fortune out of the Ruins of their Neighbeurs-or Coy 
Keep - therefore your Enemies low, they will do no 
when they are too weak to attempt it, their 'Inipoten 
your beſt Guard; Power in the Hands of a Mercenary 
laced. I had rather fee an Enemy unable to do me 
; Turn, than in a Condition to da me a good one. 
Lean. At leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſlib 
obliged by Preferment, and it's certain, 4 Friend uill un 
broken Head, to reſcue bis Honeſty, and rather reſign his! 
than his Fidelity. 1 eee TW 

-  Euſeb. Conclufions drawn. out of Poſſibilities: are nott 
relied on, they plead for both ſides, and by Conlequt 
neither * nor prejudice. either. An ill Man ni 
fee'd into your. Intereſt, as well as Lawyers ; but thi 
- thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer — of Gain, ſhift 
he may relapſe at the Approach of Temptation, and fi 
- to the old Diſeaſe of Ingratitude, and Infidelity : Face 
1 fore one poſſibility with the other, and perchance the 
eonclude with me, it's ſafer truſting a Rogue in the l 
than on the King's High-way ; indeed he may poſſi 
pect a Gentleman to eſcorte his Perſon, but I belien 
more probable his Bufineſs is to ſecure a Purſ. 
. + Befides, Lam perſwaded tis not ſo very certain, that ai 
who has fought away for his Prince, or his Friend, 
Limbs, and Eftate, will keep up to his former Princip 
Loyalty and Generofity, unleſs he receive a more com 
ble return of Acknowledgment, than a cold Gedbewith 
J am ſorry to ſee you in fo drooping a Condition. For ſuch 4 
ment bears no proportion with a loſt Leg, or a forfeit 
ftate. He may very well expect you will be at the Ly 
of an Oaken Supporter at leaſt, and that you will 90 
demn him to the Basket for his Honeſty ; and if ill M 
baulks his Expectation, and he cannot make a Penn)! 
Service, he may think of changing Maſters, and may. | 
2 try if Vice be not better Naturꝭd than Vertue, and it! 

on will not piece up an Eſtate, Loyalty has disjointed, 
Sir, give me leave to tell you, Neceſſity pinches, 200 

n unwarrantable Courſes; Indigence 


puts Men — at 
more upon People than Duty, and Generofity ſeldom! 
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xpence of a Cordial to keep up the Spirits, and enli ven 
lution ; for Stoiciſm is out of Faſhion. Men are not ſo 
ited of Vertue, as to think it is its own Recompence, 
hat it's worth taking the Field for the Service of his 
e, tho he take up in Chelſea Hoſpital at his Return. 
led tho' a good Man be turn'd off here by his Prince 
ut Regard, he will have Station and Happineſs here- 

But ſome Provifion ſhould be made even in this 
d, both to reward and refreſh ſuffering Virtue, other- 
it may give us the Slip: For preſent Service, People 

preſent * and a ſmall Gratification in Hand 
more than Millions in Reverſion. Endeavour therefore 
ſe thoſe that deſerve Promotion, and whoſe paſt Be- 
ur will anſwer for their Future. But te grace thoſe 
Title and Dignity, who deſerve not the benefit of an 
ſty, is neither ſafe, generous nor juſt, | 


II 


t your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, and your 
and Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; to proffer a 
leman Aſſiſtance, and not intend it, is baſe ; and to de- 
2 Favour that lies out of your Reach, is fooliſh. O. P. 
redit at Court, and an — Poſt to ſupport it; 
gare him a world of good Nature, others as much Va- 
and indeed the Queſtion lies yet undecided, whether he 
he Rendezvous of Pretendants, and his Houſe was term'd 
he to one) it ſball be done to your Satisfaftion, Your Pretenſe+. 
5s he to a ſecond) are juſt ; his 14 1 bas too much 
I for Merit to refuſe ſo reaſonable a Petition. My Gentlemen. 
dd to their Lodgings on Cock-horſe, and began to think 


nu in Imagination, and others Barons or Viſcounts. All 
vote nappy with the very ExpeCtation, than Fruition 

ave made em: for Fancy paints beyond Life, and o- 
bouriſhes Objects; thoſe Scenes it repreſents in the Brain, 
ne thoſe of Creation: In fine, Reality ſcarce ever pat- 


/ magination, and worldly Greatneſs charms more upon 
{1 ort than Sight, minuit preſentia faman. | 2 
b ater all, their Expectation ended in Diſappointment, 


mir Hope ſunk into Deſpair ; for after they had run 
wh 2 long Courſe of Submiſſion and Attendance, they 
umiſt with a Gentlemen, I am ſorry my Labour has beew 
iel unhook'd for ¶ cidents haue croſs'd my Deſigns and your 
C Fortunes. 


es 
— — 


& Neglect and Contempt : You muſt ſometimes be at 


bY the one or the other: However, his Antichamber 


anftuary of younger Brothers. Leave your Buſineſs to me 


Fund for a glorious Equipage; ſome were already 
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Fortunes, Thoſe poor Pretendants were forc'd to retite, 
curs'd their Patrons Impotence or Impoſture ; they laſh'{ 
ſeverely in the Coffee-Houſe, and convinc'd the Wolf 
wanted either Sincerity, Credit or Prudence. A Man þ 
keep his Promiſes within the Compaſs of his Power, al 
ther promiſe too little than too much. There is Good 
Greatneſs, and Pleaſure in forwarding a Gentleman a 
way to Preferment ; but it's baſe to feed him with viſ 
Hopes, and then to turn him off with a Complement, 
might have placed his Addreſſes more ſucceſsfully, and 
nag d both Time and Money more to Advantage; but | 
thus diſappointed he remains without Friends, without 
neg. without Patience; he has waited away the very 
rials of his defign'd Fabrick, and has nothing to truſt to 
Musket. Believe me, Sir, it's mortifying to fall ſhort 
that which a Man affects with Eagerneſs ; the Mi 
puts his Fancy into a Fever, it preys upon his Blood, 
up his Spirits, and flings him into Impatience ; it balk 
Hopes, cows his Courage, and makes the remaining St 
ction of Life a Burthen. Iam apt to believe the Gentle 
meant well ; but certainly he did ill in Tantalizing ſo 
his Clients: For the ſame Inſtant their Hopes ebb', 4 
Anger began to flow, and not one but thought him 
have juſt Provocation given him to impair his Credit, n 
make him the Subject of their Choler and Scorn : and in 
Men generally receive as little Kindneſs as they do, and! 
as few Friends as they deſerve. | 
If you have Power, employ it to the benefit of Ment 
Quality; but be not too Magnificent in your Promile, 
over confident of Succeſs ; pretend not to enſure 2 It 
ment, nor talk of Certainty till the Thing be done. I 
rather give a Gentleman too little Hope than too muc 
diſpoſe him to fear the worſt, than to the beſt of 
Enterprize. For thus he will receive a Balk with leſs 
2 and if he ſucceeds, an Expectation will enhance 
alue of the Favour. Tire not his Patience with t 
put - offs, nor torture him between Hope and Fear; put! 
out of Pain ſo ſoon as you can, and let him know what be 
to truſt to; when Fortune is unkind, it's a Satisfache 
know how far ſhe can affront us, and a Man is in ſome ef 
Happy, who ſees the laſt * of his Mifery, 
Some People over-rate their Merit to ſuch a mont 
Height, that they preſs forward upon every Appear 
Profit, and fancy they are rarely equip'd for eve!) 
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tage of Honour that falls in the Court; and upon this 
aſion they beg hard for the Employment. Nothing is 
o diſcourage them from the Purſuit, neither the Great - 
f the Competitors, nor the Number of their Rivals. 
ey baulk'd, the next Day they return to the Charge; 
lly after the Defeat, and grow imperious and mena- 
pon a Denial; they will hector and ſtorm their Prince 
the Privilege of placing his Favours where he thinks 
d plague him into a Compliance: But if he yields not 
ir Importunity, they leave the Court in a Pet, and ſtrike 
h a Faction. 
he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends a great 
rn for his Country, then he deſcants upon the Advanta- 
Liberty, and runs through all the Branches of 15 ab 5 
way he has a fling at the 2 and ſets the 
above the Sovereign. Theſe Diſcoveries work upon 
abble, who conſtitute him Guardian of their Privileges, 
ive themſelves up to his Conduct, and for a Pledge of 
blind Obedience preſent him with their Eyes and Un- 
nding ; he is the only Patriot. in the Nation, he alone 
n the Gap, and oppoſes Arbitrary Defigns and Preroga- 
novations 3 the Alas that ſuſtains Liberty, and defends 
ty againſt Court Encroachments. In ine, he is bap- 
he Protefant Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords were com- 
of Papiſis or Infidels, and all rhe Proteſtant Gentry of the 
were ſhip'd away for Barbadoes or New- England. 
„ has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or more 
jon than his Neighbour ? Not at all; his Concern'is In- 
and his Religion Mask and Artifice - his Vanity at 
exceeded his Force, and his Merit or Fortune _ 
ice with his Ambition; the Wind blew in his Teeth, 
he tacks about, and makes for a Republick. Now, 
popular Men, theſe Men of Applauſe have too Thirds 
raitor ; and I take it for a general Rule, that he is no 
Subject who runs away with the Hearts of the Vulgar, 
ntelleckuals are too weak, or their Paſſions too ſtrong 
unguiſn Truth. | 2s 
in Sincerity, tho? this Practice be ordinary, has it any 
of Reaſon or Chriſtianity ? A private Gentleman ſhall 
bis Favours as he thinks beſt, and a King ſhall be barr'd 
teedom? Shall Privilege quite overſhade Prerogative ? 
e Servant be more abſolute than his Maſter ? Shall Au- 
de a Minor, and Subjection be of Age? It is hard, me- 
that a King can't chooſe Servants as well as his Sub- 
ud that he ſhall be leſs, becauſe he is greater. | 
Fs Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Apoſtle commands us to obey our Supe 
as God's Vicegerents, not only when they ſtroak, but 
they ſtrike us, not only for Intereſt, but for Conſcience| 
So that our Appealers to the People are not only bade 
jects, but worſe Chriſtians ;; They tranſgreſs the Laws 
Goſpel * — with thoſe of the Land, and altho they 
off from Human Juſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw} 
Divine. L 236) | | 
Step not into thoſe Irregularities, tho' they are receiy'{ 
the Applauſe of the Crowd, and huzza'd home with al 
Pomp of a Roman Oration, they are unjuſtifiable befarel 
and ſober Men. Receive a Favour with Thanks, and 
a Repulle with Patience. Tho' a Prince be unkind, 50 
not be undutiful ; his Failures are no cover for yours, | 
buſe of Power, never Nane * | 
Men aim at Happineſs in all their purſuits, but gen 
they miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court (cia 
ſuch a Poſt in the Army (ſays another) fits my Tem 
an Hair, put me into that, and I ſhall be more happy tl 
Monarch ; I will for the Future check my Deſſres ul 
ſwear wiſping. Thus puts me in mind of the famous I 
between King Pyrrbus and Favourite Cyneas, May Ib 
Sir, (ſaid the Philoſopher) as 10 ask, wwhat yon pretend u 
| your Enterprizes ? | When «vill you End? Or do you know wi 
would be at? I am now (replied the King) for the Gn 
Italy, then to Sicily there is a ſbort cut, and Africa lies in 
bome e When I bave brought theſe Deſigns to an happy Conduſn 
live merrily. But why (anſwer'd Cyneas) will you purchaſe 
vaſt an Expence of Money and Men a merry Life, which you 
at a cheaper Rate? Stop your Deſtves, uſe what you poſſeſs, © 
Buſineſs is done, 2 0 
A merry Life is the End of our Labour, as well ut 
Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſo few Court! 
what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, bscauſe i 
ther follow his Example, than the Philoſopher's 
Thoſe who wiſh for — 5 they have not, forfeit the 9 
ment of what they have; when they defire ea an WW 


hope too faſt, and are hair'd by Fear: Now, a Man” 
Joon be eaſie on the Wheel, as happy between theſe 

ons. Put a juſt Term to your Wiſhes, and ubs 
have touch'd it, make a Stand. It's both fickle and ſery 
overlook the Fortune before you, and long for that W 
not in your Power. To ſay, you will puſh for fue one 
tion, is to ſay you will be a Slave, that you will 
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ang elamaroug . ; hes Whiſ 

1 2 are either not heard, als a Whoa 1s. 
pon a thing, will have it withayt bogg — at the Ng-. 
pf Right or Wrong. Haman would bring Mardocheus upon 

ees, and becauſe he would not creep, he muſt hang; 
ge 3 find no Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. 
o riſe by Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation, 
ouſand Pounds is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will 
chaſe one at the Price of Heaven ? In fue, Sir, allths 
all the Worth of the Univerſe, will not hold out to 
pgth of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and ſeeing they are 
tle to ſatiate our Defires, they ſhould not (methinks) 
enough to provoke em. 

fitpone Grandure to N and Time to Eternity z 
eſs is your 1 * 75 you were made 
aven, not for the Caurt, let 1 End of all your 
, and the G vel th t myſt pot regulate 
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1 = Wwe J ar it in the o- 
* not "Tide, You Diſtinction. A 
true — the Gallows into 
1 Boſom, "ang a vicious Frince ipte Hell. In ſhort, 
— your Lemper ſweet, and your 
naffefted. I Will not overcharge you (continu'd Ruſe- 
n wat - 'Time, Prudence, and Reflection will. 
the re 
; Ireturn 2 thouſand Thanks for your Charity, and 
my ſelf indebted to Providence for the Favour of this 
=_ The Scales of Prejudice and Ignorance are fallen 
ny Eyes, and things ar in a clearer Light. I am 
d that aH-fubtunary Geste are thin, ſuperſicial, and 
„and that nothing deſerves my Heart, but he that 


it. Had our yeſterday's _ been ſo fortunate, as to 


eyed 5 af x ntertainment I fanſie your 
ion m 805 1e Kent their CPL rang ang 


| their | brain Pleaſure with Gall and . 
poor Creatures they walk in the Dark, and place N 
ons at Random; they mover conſult Reaſon, but hate 
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by Sende, and love by Hazard. A dazling Surface 

avi with the Underſtanding, and commits © Ripe 

- Will, and they will not underſtand, that an Eternal * 

ment org upon the Heels of a tranſito Pleaſure, 
Leander ſpoke with ſuch an Emphaſis, that his Ct 
ſparkled in bis Wes: Euſtbius embrac'd him with the 
ne of a Father, and Amid him with this Farewel, 

Sir, ſuffer me to end with our Bleſſed Saviour, you an 


ow fin no more, left God take you away in flagrante, and 
not f Moment between the Offence and the Fu Puni ſhment 
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entleman Inſtructed 


In the true PRINCIPLES of 


RELIGION; 


With a full CONFUTATION of 
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AND 
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ted by and for Sam. PArnBROTHER, Bookſeller, 
w are to be Sold at his Shop i in Skinner-Row, over- 
guünſt th the Tholſel, I 723. 
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Make bold to ſue for a Third Audience, which I pre- 
ſume you'll not refuſe me. I have no Defign either up- 
on your Kitchin, or your Purſe; And will neither tempt 
your Charity, or importune your Liberality, I wait up- 
on you to Give, not to 4 and expect no Reward. for 


reſent, but 2 civil Reception. 1 5 

iſm, that grand Plague of the Living, and Torment of 

jad, rages in our Iſland: Now, Ar for your 

j, and apprehenſive of your Danger, I humbly offer this : 

xe as an Amulet againſt the Contagion 3 tho it prove 

n infallible Remedy againſt the Evil, I am ſure it can 

u no Harm: And then it has Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing 

Ity to recommend it. The Diſeaſe is eafily catch'd, not 

temov'd: So that a Preſervative is more reaſonable than 

oratiye, | | 7 OK 

leed thoſe People, whoſe Bufineſs is confin'd to their. 

"gs, who live out of Sight, and rather work than ſport 

lelves down, are almoſt below the Danger. But you 

in a more elevated Sphere, you ate defign'd for Com- 

© and Converſation ; your Occaſions draw you from I 

ent, and your Diverſions call you into Company,  _ 
ER 1 0 3 ; hs Now, 


F 
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Spungete, Who are haunted by. Parafites, that mult ff 


ridicul'd by others: In Time, neither will ſtand very 


make 


Houſe, ſurrounded with à Tribe of Hangers on, as {la 
3 of Religion as Money what lewd Comments do 


over fuller Cups; when the Spirits are fluſh'd, and 
i. e. When Reaſon is fetter'd; and Senſuality let looks 
meet with Applauſe, and then with Approbation; ford 
19 Men are never more diſpos'd to deny God, than 
t 

| they have loſt their Wits. 


loſt all Reputation, A Man ma go to urch without! 


Hope far Yafety under your Protection and Credit too * 


= 


Now, when Infection becomes Epidemical, Crowd 
more dangerous than Solitude; and it may be preſum 
mang a Multitude ſome carry the Tokens, -and-pert 
lague-Sores' upon them. It's therefore exe m ha 
Gentlemen, who are Eternally infeſted ' with Squady 


live; and generally Diſcourſe more feelingly on the} 
Jeaity 2 R. ouſt, than of God or Religion, I fay, ith 
in ſuch a — — to eſcape the Breath of an Atheif, 
by the Aſſiſtange of a volgble Tongue, andra good For 
is able to ſcatter the Diſtemper ; and if it once faſten 
Heart, it immediately poſts ta che Head 5 When tit 
ble Farts have 1mbib'd:the Contagion,” it's odds, the] 
eithet carries you off, or at. leaſt waits on you to the 
Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſure invite you to the! 

from whence yau adjourn to the Tavern. Now, both 
Places arè Infectious. There, Atheiſm is brooded, hatch! 
The Fenets are learnt in the Boxes, and practig'd ati 
Rendgzvays : When Vertue is laſh'd'on the Stage befor 
and Vice recommended: When you | Villanie cx" 
Applauſe, and Morality Confuſion. When you heat f 
revil'd, and the very Author of it blaſphem'd by fon 


our Eſteem: You will be ſhrewdly tempted to thin 
Things cannot be very ſerious, nor holy, When Men pul 

Uſe of them for Subſects of Merriment and Profam 
But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the I 


akes make on the Text? How do they ſnarl at Prom 
and glance upon the Divinity with an hundred Ius 
which muſt be ſtamp'd with Wit (forſvoth) becaul 
are profane? Now, theſe Blaſphemies at a full Tabli 


ey offend him; nor to take leave on Religion, that 
Again, tho' we live in a degenerate A e, Religion! 


gaz d — ng for a Monſter, whilt Atheiſm ſeems at l 
ive under the Diſeſteem of the Publick. Now, to re 
their Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in their Eye: 


— — 
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ings of your Authority, ; Hence they employ an hun- 
lie Artifices to juggle you out of your Faith, and to 
you into Religion, and indeed you have a mighty, Influ- 
wer the Vulgar; they model their Judgment by yours; 
verſion is ths Standard of theirs, and what 1 
dare not condemn, From you, they take Fa ſhions, 
ling, and ev en Religion, 1 So that 1 wonder not Atheiſts 
zt you: the Conqueſt of one Noble Man may be term'd 
— his Surrender (like that of Metrapolis) draw in the 
e Trovince. AK n Uns 28.5 8 AA n 
reover, God has favour d. you with Eſau's Bleſſing 2 
f the Land is part of your Inheritance, and by Conſe- 
Honours, Pleaſures and Eſteem; the common Se- 
of Abundance. Lou tun ſmoothly before the Wind, 
il on with a Proſperous Gale, Tour  Halgjon Days: run 
ph the whole Lear; Earth, Winds, and Men drudge 
ur Satisfaction and Intereſt. You confute 9 
bern to labour, and demonſtrate by Practice, that Sport 
3g Employment of Gentlemen. e 
dw, Proſperity is heady, it intexicates, tho? it delights „ 
ot only daſhes out the Memory of Things paſt, (like 
Aiver Lethe) but (what is more e of thoſe that 
come, Me are ſo taken up-with the of the 
that they have little Time, and a leſs Inelination to 
way 2 Thought on the Contemplation of the Future 3 
love not to withdraw their Eyes from the pleaſing Ob- 
of this Life, to fix them on the.skaring Proſpect of the 
: And without doubt, Gentlemen, who have Pleaſures 
e them, would be as. little diſpos'd to enjoy them, as 
Po the Tyrant, did they. reflect what Torments ſtand 
nd them, „5 3 ee 
ben therefore Things glide on fucceſsfully Here, its very 
nl to lay afide all Concern of the Future: And if we judge 
ad Things of another World thwart the Enjoyment of the 
Things of this ; we ſhall firſt wiſh there were no ſuch 
and then from wiſhing a Thing were not, to believe 
not, is but a very ſhort Traject, for the Will and the 
ment ſeldom diſagree, and if once you lop off the laſt 
cle of the Creed Vitam ZEternam, you muſt throw out the 
Credo in Deum. 
ho Gentlemen lie open to theſe Temptations, I do not 
ney are always overcome; ſome bear up with Courage 
alt the Aſſault, and force theſe lewd Suggeſtions to re- 
know Perſons of Quality, whoſe Vertues are more 
le, than their Blood. Providence ſeems to have made 
94 them 
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them Great, that they-migh ; mote fu wry 
Like the San, they featter ths . Iowntdhn al 
them, and thofe they cannat warm nh their Mani 
they enlighten with their Example. But howeyer tel 
of- Wari is doubtful, and the N cefrain : Where! 
tation reigns, there's no Plate for Security z/ and there 
the Laws of Prudence you are bound to taks the bet | 
ons : Tou cannot be roo ſure when Eternity lies at Ink 
I preſent you with a Conference in which you will iy 
Latitudinarian non 270 „and the Atheiſt diſarm'd. Toi 
eafily defend your ſelvevaguint theſe Sects, with thols 
MEE. 8 24 two Abettors, 
and if yo you u will but take the Pains to bali 


* 


Ligktneſt': of theit Defence, with the Weight of their| 
_ you'll rather pity” heir Are than app 
* 5 | 
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IAR READER, —- . ey ne 2 
f 4 to your. Peruſal the Second Part of the Gentleman 
ſructed. It's a Treatiſe againſt Atheiſm. I bope, it may be 
fitable 3 I am ſure, it is ſeaſonable, It's Time to prepare - a 
„ when the Enemy. bas gain d the. Walls, When the Plague 
and Death ſits at every Door, it's Time, to think of an Amulet. 
lick Danger, Natzre commiſſions every Subject to fight for bis 
and Country, Uniſquiſq; naturaliter eft - Miles. Duty 
us, and. Allegiance enters our Naxzes in the Muſter-Rolls.., God 
nder the moſt vile Ci ances of Infult and Outrage. Liber- 
nake bold with bis moſt Sacred Attributes 5; they burleſque his 
lampen bis Fuſtice, and ridicule hit Omnipotence, whilſt A- 
attck his very Being, and fly in the Face of bis Divinity : And 
Chriſtian tand an idle Spe&#ator at fo. bold, fo daring an Inſo- 
? For aubat were Tongues made, but to ſpeak on ſuch provoking 
m: ? Silence is Criminal as well as Neutrality, and not ty fant 
or Maker's Defence when Atheiſts rifle his Majeſty, and vally 
s Omnipotence, is to band againſt bim. 
perchance may fland up and tell me, That Treatiſes of this 
Je are not calculated fur aur Meridian. That they may be uſeful 
wild Patagons of America, or the ffupid Hotentots of the 
, but that Ahern is ſo great a Stranger to our Nation, that ae 
d to fetch a Word from. Greece to expreſs it. We are rather 
4 with the Light of 4 Deity than want it. We walk in the 
ne of Knowledge ; Not the Obſcurity of Ignorance. And <ubilft 
gate all Religion, it's ridiculous to ſuppoſe we have nne. wr 

under Favour (Gentlemen) wwe need not ſail to the Megalanian 
Pits, nor cut the burning Line to find an Atheiſt. Theſe An- 
med nigher Home ; they ſpawn on our Shoar ; they thrive in our 
"1 and like the Egyptian Locufts over>run the Country + So 
bey are become an univerſal Nuiſance to the Subject, and a Pla- 
the Realm, Stiepidie and Education may plead for poor Ame- 
Atheiſts at God Tribunal 3 but cannot for ours. Theſe are 
in the Stews, and nurs d in the Play-houſe 3 they take their 
| from Debauchery, and Growth ſram bavefac'd Malice. They 
'n' the whole Alphabet of Crimes, before they touch this Non 
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S. Auſtin complains theſe Vermine plagu d his Age as it d 
but yet they lay under Diſcipline, they walk'd abroad incognit 
feulk'd under Diſeniſe, ideo dixit in corde ſuo non eſt Det 
oc nemo audet dicere, etiam fi fuerit auſus copitarg 
now the Scene is ſbifted ; Atheiſm ſtands no more on Reſervedy 
ſeorns to lie under the Reproach of Reftraint, or the Sbame Q 
mint ; it bas laid down the Vizard, and appears "in Pablict 
evithout Fear, but even with Impudence, Other Vices retire im 
neſs and Solitude, like Bats, or Screech-Owls, they range inthe 
But Atheiſm braves it at Noon-Day ; and ſo is turn d imo a M 

Devil, Dzmonium Meridianum. © © + © 
Ilie has remov d its Lodgings from the Stews and Bagnios, ani 
publick Scenes of Lewaneſs to the Court. It bas wheedFd int it 
ty, not only the Rakes, but the Poets alſo, who, like Slaves at i 
drudge for the Cauſe : They rhime down Piety, and then lug 
ligion out of Countenance to turn it out of Doors. Mey draw i 
the Succours imaginable, but Reaſon and Conſcience ' :* & thi 
would think they intended a general Invaſion upon Religion ; 
ſolve to force Morality into an Abdication.” oo © © 
In King David's Reign an Atheiſt wade a poor Figure ; 
content to ear the Cap and Bauble; bis Ambition" look'd wh 
than the Poſt of Scharamouch, dicit infipiens in Corde wh; 
eſt Deus. And indeed all Mankind, together <vith the Ry6 
pbet, voted bim the Station : But it ſeems we have learnt neu 
of Wit and Wiſdom ſince the Deceaſe of our Anceſtors. Whit 
in their Days for Stupidity and Folly ; by the Hocus Pocus if 
Creation, ſtarts up Ingenuity and Reaſon in ourt. The moſt am 
ture that dares diſoum his Maker, is dubb'd a Virtuoſo, 40 
out any other Trial of bis Abilities, commences Dottor in the 1. 
of Rakes : For theſe Men baving now uſurb d the Bench; 100, 
en Wit, Breeding and Religion: Their Fudgiment is the Stan 
Senſe, and Scale of Nobility So that whoever dares but 4% 
aitbout Remorſe, without Shame, is a ſhrewd Man, 2 P ef 
Parts, and a Gentleman without the Help ef Heraldry, i 
tit bout the King's Patent; Nay, be is every Thing, but a Man 
I wonder what they drive at, if tbey deſig to ſpread # Vin 
the Face of Vice, to turn Lewdneſs into Vert#e und Brutality u 
verſion e their Plot is well laid, their Meuſures are juſt ; ant 0 
muſt crown their Endeavours : For if God be daſb d out of 'the * 
Morality will ſoon abandon our Action. Mam chill fund on f 
Ground with Beaſts : Reaſon will vaniſt# Into \Senſe, and % 
fall below the Level of our own Species. Pour will decide an 
tereſt wil define Wen and Revenge pronouuce upon Hor, 
_ then like difmantled Towns, we ſball lie open 10 all the Iman a 

ſelence, and to all the Aſaults of Vice, 1s not this # Ie An 
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all the Lines of Communication between Man and Man ? To 
y all Government off of the Hinges ? To drown Order in à Sea of 
fon ? To ftock the Nation with thieving Arabians, and to tet 
wjou our Bodies, an Army of Bloody Tartars. © © 
M indeed our Atheiſts bave Reaſon to crow ; their Trick has taken 
ration. Debauchery ſpreads ſo faſt, that the Infection is become 
ical, it's above Expreſſion ; God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure ! 
would think Circe bad Hipp d her Magical Potions bither, Trans- 
tions are ſo ordinary; and what raiſes my Suſpicion is, becauſe 
all end in the Beaſt, and moſt in the Stine. Ao 
is bard to aſſien the Genuine Cauſe of this extravagant and un- 
able Vice. One told me, he was of Opinion, that our Navies 
afted it hither from the Indies, and that theſe Barbarians bad 
ed their Infidelity for our "Engliſh Mare. Certainly our Seamen 
abroad a ſmall Cargo of Religion, and a leſs of Conſeience : "Both 
t troubleſome kind of Lading, and of no Debate + We muſt not 
ler then, if a Crew ſlenderly provided of both, loſe ſome Grains in 
[rajeft, and more in thoſe Regions where they ſee none. The Af 
Infidelity may tincture their Hearts, as the African San tanns 
Faces, and then at their Return, they may unlade the Atheiſm of 
ny with its Gold. To theſe Apoſtats Mariners may fling the 
„among the Mob, they cannot reach thoſe who move in an bigh- 
bere : But Swains lie too far out of Sight, to in ſtuence the No» _ 
; they are Creatures of too ſmall a Size to ſet up a Faſpion, 1% 
able to deſerve Imitation. Ae 
is certain, nothing has contributed more to the Improvement of A- 
Im than the Liberty of the Preſs ; like Pandora's Box, it bas 
out all the Plagues of Schiſm, that for theſe hundred Years have 
4 the Nation, They ſwarm in Corner, and are become 
4 Drudge, and a Grievance, Like Toad-ſtools they ſtars up in 4 
t\ and what Wonder? Nature huddles up in a Moment 15 
r that ſpring from Stench, and feed on Corruption > They are ſor 
ft part abortive Embrios, without Shaps, without Figure,” but 
bent Poiſon, | wy 3 53. e eee 
e Preſs however is now @ Branch of aur Property, and a Part of 
larling Liberty; aue think our ſelves feuer d, unleſs che bave the 
wn to ſnarl at the Prerogative, to vomit Blaſpbemies againſt Gods, 
io revile Religion and. Morality ; and then that our Crimes may 
tal, and. inſoct Future Ages, as well as the Preſent, hey 
appear in Print, to out-face Modeſty, and ftare Vertue, Religion 
Obedience out of Countenance. Certainly theſe People fancy Igno- 
© and Wickedneſs are charming Qyalifications, by elſe ds they 
ſuch Pains to ſtand Fools and Debauchees upon Record? ITT 
% ! Their Deſign looks another Way ; would they content" be- 
Ab the Honowy of Fools or Debauchees, we would let them carry 
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of the Prize 1 but they level at Piety, they firike at Religion, 4 
by RefteBtion at the Almighty : And that their Train may 


theiv Poiſon work with Efflcaty, it's gilt over with | 
ſwimming Expreſſions, chiming 2 i. e. they blind Pol 
Poiſon to make the Potion Smut and 

Objecbs in their own Dreſs, they — * work upon the bog | 
the Will, and are fitter for Scavingers than Gentlemen; whey 
Art caſts a Blanch over their Foulneſs, and vails their Deng 
enchant Senſe, and fiupifie Reaſon ; the Monſter «withdraw, 
Sound affects the Ear, whilft the Ob lays bold of the Heart 
ſome ftand upon no Ceremony, they drau the Statutes 755 
mours not in Buſto but at length, without a Fig-le 


Nakedneſs. pear wnder all Shapes and in * 
#boſe of De What Vertue cam fland out agalnſt ſuch m 


Engines 4 Theſe Objetts make -Inroads upon the Fancy, the | 
Blood, and put the — in an Uproar 5 ot the Real 
 eny Villany, and what is worſe, point out the Occaſion ; 
Authors ſtand not in Univerſals, they deſcend in hens: 
Ajſe Brutality, and expoſs Anatemy to View, and 
which is a ſoreu}d Argument their Writings ave only Copier, a 
the Actions are the true Originals. 
In @ Word, the whdle Fry of our modern Pampbletoers ſeem: 
conſpir d againſt Vertue and Godlineſs, they canonize Vice, an 
| Uncleanneſs ; and by theſe Means they have run down Sani 
ſet up J — 3 they have brought Libertiniſn in C 
Morality into Contempt ; and Things ave come 10 ſuch # C 
that Conſcience lies under all the Dreads of Rep and 
. of Infamy, | ; 
Now when the A genda of Relivicn are laid aſide, the Crd 
will foen be diſmiſs 5 4 Uſeleſs and Cum ber ſome. AI Man 
but the Boldneſs to charge thro all the Terrors of the Mund. 
Time will laugh at oor, and then becauſa God takes not ef 
in Flagrante, bw Frank: fome Years bet<veen. the Crime ark i 
| niſbment, be qwill be apt enough to conclude he is a mer K 
our ou²n Creation, To be ſhort; the Preſs bas nos nh of 


Mina, but ungrincipled the 8 ood. refore 


Brau; be is all Senſe, all F r 
Nou, to put a Stop to this growing Vague. of Atheiſm, I ev 
obeſe Conferences, in which the Atheiſt will eo.the Naar 

eiples diſcover d, and if be be not converted, I am. ſure bt yet 
Jounded, 1 deſire theſe Nullifidians to read the Book evithout F 
without Biaſs ; the Subject is both ſerious 1 
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DIALOGUE = 


EBAY became an ArgkIsv, [et down as 4 cu 


ſor all l GENTLEMEN. 


©. fr” HE next Morning Neander took Coach, and 
. drove directly to Euſcbins's Lodgings. He 
TI B walk'd' up Stairs, and found his Friend in 
| E El his Cloſet. Good Morrow (faid Neander) 
la laſt Night I bronght you the Challenge, an 
0 RE now I-come. to carry you td your Antagoniſt. 
L hear he is 3 up with Hopes 
idory, and has call'd i in 2 riends to be 2 
N kke y arcifſ 4 heir own 
el Narciſſus dote on t 
ies ; and becauſe wa more proud than we, they Ye 
ly conclude they are more witty, But (Neander) thoſe 
talk moſt, do not always talk beſſ. Speaking and Rea- 
2 not always of the Side ; that lies within the 
e of 2 Fool, and. this is the Prerogati va of 2 wiſe Man. 
ww in choir firſt Bleep. We are. perfect Hie 15 
wy in their are ttes, and 
r open their Qurtains A heya has drove over the = 
": So that they li ve no leſs extravagantly than wp FA 
* : Thei Actions croſs'upon N — as well as their aith. . 
auen. But indeed we muſt fling in ſome: Gage ol 


lowance ; + 
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lowance ; for whereas other Men ſleep to refreſh Nature 
theiſts ſleep to work out a Debauch. And as they drink 
Reaſon aſleep, ſo they ſleep it awake, and this Operation 
quires Time. I have read, that the Morning Heats arey 
rable for Perſpiration, ey appt the Place of 'a"By 
and ſpare both Expence, and Trouble. 

Nean. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but you ate 
ſently on the Spur, you make at him with full ſpeed, 
ſeldom leave the Chaſe till you are both run down: | 

ou forgot, That Love your Neighbour as your ſelf, takes in 
Iaßidele and Atheiſts too? and that whoſoever is of your 
cies comes within the Pale of the Precept. 

Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconciled toi 
Principles; I could heartily pity 'em, had they obe Gπ]) 
Compaſſion for themſelves ; but they are z Race of Men, | 
neither defire Pity, nor deſerve it ; they walk on the 
Brink of the 8 and (tho* they know the Danger) 
their Eyes, that t T may not ſee it, as if they placid 
Happineſs in their Ruin. In fine, Neander, they ſhall 
my Prayers, but not my Eſteem. But 4 Propos : May! 
Low my Antagoniſt's Name ? I forgot this . at out] 

. Meeting, 3 N 11 

Nean. And really I forgot to acquaint you: He is al 
Theomachus ; he is in great Requeſt, and ſpeaks well, tho 

* Euſeb, Theomachus J fy 3 
8 Nean. Why, have you any Acquaintance with the vil 
ma? 5 201 ' | e 
Euſeb. I never exchang'd a Word with hitn in my Lise 
a Man muſt have led the Life of a meer Recluſe, not tou 
heard of Theomachus : He has been the Town Diſcourſe il 
Tiny Years ; and never Man has been more praisd ett 
more blam'd than he. I have heard a Thouſand Fang 3 
of his Youth, and as many Satyrs of hisold / e, that le 
no place for Invective, nor this for Excuſe: Por 28 bi 
been credibly inform'd, in his tender Years he [practi d 
| Vertues, and ſince he began to decline, has: bis! him 
into all Vices : He has not only debauch'd himſel almoſt 
of his Eſtate, but ones out of his Religion; he tum d 
Chriftianity for Li ertiniſm, and from hence Kept ind 
theiſm ; ſo that like Lucifer, from an Angel of Light, he 
Metamorphos'd into a Spirit of: Darkneſs; and has imp 
the Contempt of his Creator into open Rebellion; þ 
reads Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo 2 wy 
fection, and makes his own Diſcaſe 'incurablez for 
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ments of Pleaſure are ſo bewitching as to perſwade 2 
in ſpight of Reaſon to live an Atheiſt, Honour will puſh 


luſion farther, and invite him to die one. I am ſenfible 


h that we are more prone to cenſure our Neighbours 
than to take notice of his Vertues.: Inve@ives flow 


eaſily from us than Panegyricks ; and therefore I thought 
f oblig d to ſuſpend my Judgment of Theomachus, till I 
ſome better 'Evidence than popular Reports, which 
mes owe their Being to Miſtake or Envy, and their 
th to a talkative Humour, and indeed at length, I fell 
ance in the —_— of one of his Friends, who gave 
Il Satisfaction: His Life has ſomething of the Romance, 
ore of the Tragedy z it's fitter to grieve, than to divert 
d to melt us into Tears, than inte Laughter : Time 
jot preſs; I will (if you pleaſe) run over the chief Cir- 
nces ; tho' the Narrative be not Diverting, I am ſure 
be Inſtructive: You will learn by his ſad Fall, that 
can find no ſure Footing here, - that Vertue lies within 
each of Temptation, and cannot only be aſſaulted, but 
me. 'Þ ' WY ; * 1 
1, Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation ; Inſtruction 
er unſeaſonable,” and ſometimes neceſſary, eſpecially to 
Men, whoſe Nature bends more willingly to what is 
t, than what is Lawful, and who rather ſpur on their 
ng, than curb em; beſides, Ignorance waits on Youth, 
las Preſumption. That hides the Danger; This provo- 
z but both betray us. Pray begin. we OTE 
„ 'Tis a kind of Poſtulatum in Spirituality, that Men 
they begin, and die as they live ; and indeed Experi- 
caches as well as Scripture, that the laſt Act of our 
8 but a Copy of the firſt. Vertue planted im the Spring 
ith, thrives to Admiration ; it lows in the very Winter 


it blooms in the Grave, and breaths forth Perfymes 


our Bodies exhale Infection. Now, if an early Vertue 
Roots ſo low, that the Blaſts of impetuous Paſſions 
table to ſhake it, Vice certainly will be more laſting; 
the Product of our own Soil, like poiſonous Wee 
"without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time windews 
it ſelk with our very Nature; it finks into our Bones, 
dt only conveys the Infection through all the Humours 
Body, but corrupts the very Faculties of the Soul; ſo 
tke chronical Diſtempers, it gccompanies us to our : 
t Leeps with us in the ravehand urns with us in Hell. 
d this Rule be Univenſal; it admits of ſome Exceptions 
durt Sin in their Youth, ſometimes deteſt it in o_ 
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declining Tears; and thoſe who quench the unlawful] 
of Lewdneſs in the very Summer of their Lives uy 
'd by em in the Autumn of their Agp 5 even tha 
Mount Gibel, they are Snow without, and Fire within 
this Providence permits, that the Saint may nat praſuny 
the Sinner deſpair, St. Paul was a 'Perſecutor — 
came an A e. He made a Martyt in Fern/alem, he 
ſuffer'd Martyrdom at Reme ; and only propagated Chill 
„when firſt he conſpir'd its Ruin. What eould be 
romiſing than the Beginning of unfertunate Fd? if 
ceiv'd Power over Devils, as well as over Diſeaſes and 
manded Nature whilſt he obey'd his Maſter : Buty 
varice prey d upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in wy 
Loyalty, and Deſpair put an End to his Life, to beg 
Everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences : But we'ned 
run ſo far into Antiquity for ſuch Examples; ou 
can leave at leaſt one Prefident to Poſterity in the he 
unfortunate Theomgchus, * 36k 0 b 
Thie Gentleman ſeem'd born under ſo happy 2 
tion, that all Things conſpir'd to make him a Saint, 
Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of T 
an Air of Grayiey ran through all his Actions, ſo that a i; 
nothing of the Child, but Age and Innocence. The bi 

2 Pious Education ſown in a Soil ſo grateful, cauld-not 
but improve almoſt to a Miracle ; and indeed, ſa ſou 
heard to what End he was Created, together with the 
Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion ; that the Vere 
uſt would be Rewarded with an Eternity of Joys; u 
ins of the Impious with an Eternity of Tormens : Ht 
balanc'd on the Choice, but reſoly'd to A bi Ll 
pone all. the Advani 


Rule of the 2 and to poſt 

Time to thoſe of Eternity. ' 0125518. 
His Conduct was an Argument that his: Reſoletion 8 
fow'd from Childiſhneſs, nor I nce ; he labour 
it in Execution with the ſame ſs be made it. i 
told his Tutor one Day, that to defer the Executions 
Purpoſe, and to break it, was the fame Thing; W 
Action ſhould never be done, nor à good 
He began firſt to model hi. ?aflions, and 
Traitors before they were avis to rebel 
ghey betimes, that they migbt never pretend a 
and refus'd them all Thipgs to their Imporu 
ſo that when be made his firſt Appearance in the Walt 
nter d upon Converſation, be drew-all Mens Er 
miration upon him: He ſecm d caſt in agquitediBeac 
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ther Men, and wholly, exempt from the common Curſe 
kind; he fear'd thoſe Things which others hope for 

2 from thoſe vain Amuſements they purſue: He plac dd. 

alth in the Purchaſe of Vertue, not of Land, and de- 

l Honour, but that which, ſuits with à Chriſtian ; he 

upon his Eſtate as a Property of the Pger, and there- ; 
turn'd them the Overplus as a; Debt, rather than as 2 p 


lence 5 and when once 2 Relation defir'd him to ſhape 
aity by the Rule of Diſcretion 5 My Neizhbour's Wang 
d Theomachus) is the Standard of my Alms, 4 I had; 
drive my Liberality too-tarthan too ſhort. He never 


en from thoſe Diverligns that recreate the B 


_ ole Dive the Body with- | 
ingering the Soul; en he could not be won to 4 


o this Nicety often, expos'd 


2 firange Age; 3 
mation in Re- 


pr e 
F rue Faith 
an be well bred 


of Morality wets 
ks, who fix their Eyes and 


n. 
Ul be eloy d with Homilies unleſs we cool is Zeal, and 
018 moroſe, he Def n., 1am not (fays 2 third) for 
vie upon the Defenfive, we muſt make a Diverfioti,, 
the War into his ona Dominions., e 1 
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ſuppoſe, is not impregnable ; it ay either he maſter 
Farce, or ſeiz'd on by Surprize, and if our Enterprize ſug 
we ſhall gain a Proſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The Counſely 
cold with A plauſe, and preſentlyt 1 work ; 
attack'd his Reaſon with Wine, and his Chaftity wi 
men. But Theomachus vented their Mines before they 
Fire, and ſo cover'd his Adverfaries with Confuſion ain 
ſelf with Glory. Nay, 3 the Foulneſs of t 
tempt in ſo TE Colours, that he brought over ſom o 
better Life ; and even thoſe he could not perſuade torg 
he taught to bluſh : And now he had pbtair'd fuch x 
ority, that all thoſe Hectors, who could no love him, 
forc'd to eſteem him. His very Preſence brifdled ther 
ſions, and kept them within the Bounds of Deceteſ 

tho he could not controul their Thoughts, he wa a 
een 

Theomachus run on in this holy Courſe till the Thi 
Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and preclous in thel 
of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perſeverance than he 
had kept his Paſſions under ſuch ſeyere Diſcipline, thi 
ſeem'd rather dead than mortify'd ; they had vhey'dih 
that they loſt almoft all Defire to command: He h 
the Violence of no ill Habjts,. no criminal Engagement 
fie, be judy'd hicae ſecure when he was within ml 

is AERIE en * . ah CE 1: of 

His Sifter (affianc'd to à young Gentleman) Invite 
to her Wedding, ſhe preſs'd the Invitation wi an 
neſs, Theomachus foreſaw ſhe would not return with a 
he made notwithſtanding forme Reſiſtance, and carried! 
Excuſes beyond the Laws of Civility, for be knew that 
ings devoted to Merriment, are often profan'd with Let 
of at leaſt that Temptation crowds in with Youth a 
lantry, yet at length 'Importunity overcame. his Comin, b 
and this Piece of innocent Condeſcendence firlt r ber 
upon Temptation, and then tumbled him into the fu ure 

' of Libertiniſm and Atheiſmimm. 

Some of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, were! 
out of Conceit with his Moderation, and Reſerveduel 
therefore reſol wd either to bend his Vertae, or to . 
They hire a Woman, Fair as an Helen, but Lewd as 2 on 

| ſhe was one of thoſe who proſtitute their Honour for yet d 
Equipage, and firſt prey on young Gentlemens Heath ˖ 
then on their Eſtates. She was handſomely Tet out gfe c 
Employment, and well vers'd in all the little Arte ! 
ling, nothing could be more engaging than her"Conngder d 


re oY 
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to Hell; and confeſs d nothing was wanting to comple 
Miſery, but the Eternity of his Torments. His Fancy 
out a Landskip of all the diſmal Conſequences of ſo un 
Paſſion ; and Reaſon told him it was time to prevent 
but he relied too much on his Virtue, and ſuppos'd iti 


cible, becauſe hitherto he had not been overcome. Het! F. 
his Power over Paſſion was as abſolute, as God over Hen 
and if he bid it ſtop within the Bounds of Decency . 
nocence, it. darſt not diſobey. But alas}: Vertue mars 
without great Precaution be 8 to the Teſt. If ven be 
too far, it often gives us the Slip, and by a moſt juſt Ju f 
from Heaven, too great a Confidence ends in Ruin. the 
In fine, Theomachus was impatient for a Second Inte 
he concluded no Harm could follow becauſe he intendeliiſe 
That there was no Danger of Sin becauſe his Though 
innocent, nay, he was now flown up to ſuch an Heibi oe 
travagance, as to perſuade himſelf, that the Impetuſ ou 
Appetite is ſooner tam'd by Liberty than Reftraint, r 
like ſome capricious Horſes, it runs faſter when yer 
the Reins than when you ſlacken them. Thus he ice 
Arguments from the Stable, and play'd the Jockey e 
than the 'Chriftian. © 655k 1 1n 7 l 
His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily pete Pre 
Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, appt did 
his Choice, and very Religiouſly offer'd their Service be 
amorous Adventure, i. e. they ſaw a Relation on the M 
the Precipice, and. would by all Means favour him wil : 
vil Puſh ; for you muſt know (Neander) there is 2 © 
Men in this City, who entrench upon the Deviſs bi » NC 
ment, or rather are his Deputies, they tempt by his G all 
fion, and damn their Friends out of Kindneſs: they m 
ſucceſsful and more dangerous than their Maſter, beugt | 
frightful, and then they edge the Temptation both bye F 
ple and Counſel. e | _ Fu 
Theemachus's ill Fate drew him to a Second Viſit, ty": 
way fora Third; yet he ſtood to his Reſolution, MMA 
within the Limits of Modeſty : But in the mean i t he 
Fever of Love heighten'd, and the malignant Hume h 
through the Eyes to the Heart, and from thence fum'd neſs 
the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe not only infected we hi 
but tainted the Underſtanding. He began to denn 4 
greater Freedoms than ſtood with Vertue, and in a ſhot pre 
lung' d into Debauchery: But when he retir'd into ® * 


t, and Solitude gave time for ſerious Reflections, 


open d his Eyes to ſee his Fault, and they drop d 
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mentary 'A ei Pain bg: Eternal. 


re i 3 ** learnt b Experi eres, at the 99 5 of 8 in 
no Praportio 5 A nt af it, that Delighs 
ay now, he 

d reſolv d chm to hate ſhis Crime, but eyen the Cauſe 
01 t 4 1 5 — who bad been the Inſtruments 
Fall- da & all oy Piòus Reſol 495 and at length nat 


00 him of Liberty, but of the Wa bis & $6: 


4 (ys. one} wo. no/ 111 Zrace on 2, 25 Check 


become allo. well enou 55 Week er Be: often- 
lead their 1 7 By: 78 G75 en . 100 5 5 

the ſame time red eee ae | 
But they argue "RE un eee ceſs in 7 ag 

ie ſhrewd K e or overt Res 208 

or never had dme You and Rad 31. a Fo 5 

does not tri etimes. 75 ons 


gur H 
ar byes, Repene deen our hy pate you 
ir ? But before you Profgaymrs 10 Rey Fave, 


er you 455 b „not 20 NW „ 
. and are al ways s upon the yy -- 
cauſe 0m 2 ton: 3h they, never jects i in their. 


rtion, Gat 18 a Father, a . N if he. has. laid 
Precepts 3 he Tug intended to reren y 
did he reg Eyct, but. bat 8 r Fe 9 5 to hear 


e permit ug. 925 Wers ? Or to 
nothing but DE no 04 f W 2. e make our 
x Burthen, rather thad 8 fling, it's i turn into a 


the very Benefit of ogr.Creation. 
no, Theomacbgs, when fram'd our Senſes capable 
ave Pleaſure, he creat Obje s fit to give it, and [am 
inion, that 1 leaſures of the Senſe have nothing Crimi- 
ut Miſtake. I thank that Grea Deity that made me, 
0 Favour of my Kee omg 5 I pay bim Obedience 1 
and commit my ſelf to his PebieRtion : Now, if at th 

time I Mr ig ure and give it 2 Play-d&, Where i x 
Harm ? Muſt he be EP! becauſe I am p cas'd ? a & 
fda be happy, if I am merry? Indeed I decl: Ty againſt 
who fly in the Face of Majeſty ; 5 who burleſque his 
neſs, and lampoon his Juſtice, ; thoſe are dete a- 
his Perſon, overt· Acts of Hogility, and Banner 
we Crimes of the firſt Claſs, and if they are not pyniſh 

Eire hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. „n onoura- 


" len Pay your ech en N no, Mar An you 
ty. BJ © 22-9139! . 
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The: Dentlanian has erg 7 e mother: he ha 8 
like a Man of Parts and Merit. * the 
Miſtake as you Theomachuy, arid ele en 278 45 5 Fres 
till I eas'd my ſelf of the Youk of Conlſciem anda 
2 dame all my Pleaſures, and mal | 

y Ki dh ormpwood into alt my Diverfiotis ; butt Rien 5 

elf out of theſe ſplenetick Vapours 5 arid laugh ut 

fantaſtick Manfters ; they once * — -T me ; ; butſca 
he) what if there be no God ? What if ycu flat ink 
thing when Lot ceaſe to breath? And What! Feat and] 
fleep in the '? Will your Vertue then compey yi 
Hezves? Or ye Ir Sins to Hell Be firſt fare there nt 
State, 'befote. you part with che preſent. When you al 
monſtrate there is a God, tu dx he time enough to ſerreh 
Tell me not che Being of a city 1 is paſt Debate, not th 
Nations conſpire in. this off Matters of this N 
not tu be BR to Vote, they inſt not be mad ar by 
of Voice Tori muſt decide the Queſtion, 

Teach is Trath, duch al} ebe Wala Jon it's" and Fal 
Fallhoo: the“ all abet it. Peruſe brag an with a 
pre died Mind, with that he lard on the 22 Hobbs, 
and other Pamphlets, 25 Spawn of of our Age J 12 the 18 


WT: 


of out untizpy Nario Lie i FT * ne 
* be 3c.” fy e 
whether he W recetv * 


Laughter vr Indi al 
for tho' n the dne Side; 8 &d they jeſted, je 
other, they plafd on tod 4 „ Sab ect e 
feited his and he'had whe ok ave of! 


ſo that he cbuld not endure e hear the Decalogue in fe 
Vetrue levelPd with Vice, and God himfelf degrade U 
Pack of Atheiſts, who have no other Reaſon to fe . 
his Being, but becauſe he curbs their Lafts, and lh 


Conſcience with Scorpions. 

But the Devil of Love what poſleſt this ink 
man, begun"to rife again, he percei vd that 15 
. is Paſſion, inſtead o blunting it; and 

poſſible 10 15 ratifie Senſualitj without p royoking C 
55 Ps this Genz betweeen Fear and Defire he firft 
out; if theſe Centlegiogs 'Tenets' are not ih Fo win | 
all convenient, the full Scope to Senſe, 

„ CONIoneS with P RAS Then 15 wifh'd they 
after a Pauſe, perchance the are (faid he.) 

dave diſcover'd a new World, why' es they not 2 new 
At leaſt there is no Harm in examining their 1 
they prove ſatisfactory, I may enjoy my Paſſion, i if not; 
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4 to ſtifle it. Thus did Atheiſm make its Approaches 
orees, it work'd at firſt out of Sight and; under a Dif- 
and then turn'd poor Tbaamachus out of his ion and 


0 Han 920 
fell upon the Books with ſo great Eagerneſe, that he 
I rather to devour than read them: And when he fell 
the Panegyrick of Human Reaſon, ar an Invective a- 
Prejudice and Education: This is fair Dealing (ſaid 
This is to build on-Principles ; to ſtand on a ſure Foun- 
we cannot go aſtray under the Conduct of Reaſon. ; 
| cannot break. in upon its Integrity; it acts without 
without Partiality z its Tu ment 1s Infallible, and its 
ohs Oracles. Prejudice and Education are the Bane of 
They ſo crowd our Heads with old Species, that 
leave no room for new ones; fo that we either act out 
im or Spitee. e ee 
be had done well to conſider, that they, who inveſt our 
rfandings with the Prerogative of Infallibility, are in- 
y Corcomb, that they are great Strangers to Reaſon, 
hink jt above Error, and that they are certainly miſta- 
who ſuppoſe it cannot be deceiv'd. Tis true indeed, 
lice a Education, oftentimes rather lead e 
v than to it. And it is more ſecure to make the Enqui- 
ne, than in their Company, but when Men declame a- 
them without Mean or Meaſare, 'tis a Sign they are 
d with the Diſeaſe, for where there is Heat, there is 
liference ; And ſo they only condemn one Prejudice 
a greater. | ; | 
vever the Books infected him, they convey'd the Con- 
from his Heart, to his Head ; So that within a ſhort 
his Diſeaſe came to a Criſs which prognoſticated no- 
but Atheiſm. He found a ſtrange Charm in the Stile, 
ouriſhing Periods ſtruck him with Admiration. He 
at a Vein of Wit and Elegance ran through all their 
les, ſo that he was never tir'd with reading nor prai- 
dem: The worſt of things were preſented him under an 
ome Mask, which made them paſs ; Poiſon will not go 
unleſs it be gilt or made palatable, and for this Reaſon, 
ly the * Books are writ the beſt ; barefac'd Im- 
8 rather move us to Indignation than Love, and there- 
thoſe who expoſe them to the publick View, take Care 
them off in a gaudy Dreſs, to veil their real Deformit 
beautiful Trappings. I know many are of Theomachus's 
on, and make ſtrange ifcoveries of Wit in theſe Au- 
Where I find nothing bas, Blaſphemy. But ſome Men 
' hh | 


are. 
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are born under an happy Conſtellation ; the have " BR 
Fortune to be dubb'd Wits, meerly for ſcoffing our Wis C 


common Road, and taking the Confidence to dende 
ſacred Myſteries, the greateſt part of Mankind reve 
which certainly is no more an Argument of a Man's Vi 
of his Piety : But tis a Demonſtration that an Englſþ| 
was in the Right, when he ſaid, When Reaſon-is again, 

then a Man will be againſt Reaſon. 1 
You muſt not wonder if Tbeomachus once intoxicitel 
- Atheiſtical Wit, was ſoon bewitch'd with Atheiſticil 
. ments ; every: Sophiſm ſeem'd concluſive, and Demon 
ſparkl'd in every Period. You would have ſworn tbeß 
tlemens Arguments were ag evident as Mathematica 
latums ; or that they prov'd their Theſis by Apollonias of 
But after all, they build on Gueſſes, and ever beg the 
ſtion but never prove it. Sometimes they flirt at the G 
ment of the Univerſe ; then at God's Juſticè ; and fond 
again at his Mercy; and becauſe they cannot reconall 
Two Attributes, they ſuppoſe they are incompatible; 
Man's Reaſon (that cannot N a File) were! 
graſp an Immenſity. However, theſe Arguments whit 
ther work on Fancy than convinoe the Underſtanding 
bauch'd Theomachus, and becauſe he could not, ot well 
reſolve them, he thought them unanſwerable. 
Sometimes he would adjourn from his Cloſet” to the 
Houſe, and venture upon a Diſpute ;- and when he wa} 
a plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage rather apon his owl 
rance than on the Cauſe he manag'd. So beſotted wal 
his new Maſters, In fine, the Employment of Tl 
jumps with his Name, and his Morals with his Faith 


a perfect Atheiſt, zbat is, without Religion, and by \ 


* 


quence without Morality : He acts as he believes ; n_ 
only Apology for his Vices, is the Corruption af bil - 
ES. *. £ Pj 2 | R / 06 if | | 7 
\ ' Tho! this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, ot * 
not abandon him; he ſtruck him with a Fever, whichil 8 


Days brought him to Death's Door, and the Hoctor de 
him this doleful Meſſage, Sir, you muſt Die. He, wholt 
diſcours'd of Death, as if he had been Immortal, bro 
2 Fir of Impatience and Diſtraction; he ſcarce knes | 
he was, much leſs what to reſolve on; he ſaw he chu 
live, and yet he would not die. This Strife between la 
Death caſt him into ſtrange Convulſions; and the y 
the preſent with the Fear of the future, ſet all the Huſt 
of his Body in a Ferment. Gad awaken d his Confer 


1 „ — — 3 
The GENTLEMAN IxsTRV TE). 217 


3 LY 


in his Face, and ſet before his Eyes a whole Inventory 
Crimes. He ſtarted at the fight of theſe ghaſtly Mon- 
and fear'd himſelf more than Death, nay more than 
; for 'tis more to deſerve thoſe Torments than to ſuffer 
Oh, cry'd he, there is a God ! Sickneſs that has al- 
kill'd my Body, quickens my 3 From 
laſt Moments of Time, methinks, I take a Survey of 
nity ; and behold there a Judge who will puniſh me, if 
in Obſtinacy, or reward me if I breath out my Soul in 
ntance. Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather than abide 
[mpartiality of his Juſtice ! His Goodneſs excepds my 
ce; he can pardon more than I am able to commit, an 
receive me into Favour, if I ſue for it with Humility and 
rition. In ſhort, he ſent out ſuch fiery Ejaculations, that 
ſeem'd to flow rather from the Breaſt of a Serapbim, than 
Man. He deteſted Atheiſm with all the Cauſes of it, 
wiſh'd he had loſt his Eyes, 1 look'd Yn 
> ſcandalous Books, that corrupted his Will, and porſon'd 
nderftanding : He water'd his Bed, in à very literal 
e, with his Tears; nor could all the Perſwafions of his 
nds top the Current.“ He now had no Regard for the. 
y, that was once his Idol; nay, he wifh'd that Sorrow + 
Id rather put an End to his Life than Nature. But Thes- 
us beyond Expectation recover d, and what is amazing, 
ed into his old Diſeaſe: Scarce did he enjoy the Favour 
perfect Health, but he ſpurn'd at his Benefactor, and fell 
thoſe Abominations he ſo lately deteſted; as if God va- 
with our Conftitutions, and vaniſh'd into Nothing when 


ire well, and revives when we lie on our Death- Bec. 
bis is an Abridgment of Tbeomachus s Life, and Lhave been 

e particular in the Narrative, that you may learn by his 
lortune, and draw ſome Ad vantage from his Miſcarriage: 
may date his Ruin from the Riſe of his Paſſion ; though 
wch'd Company, and lewd Books compleated it. Love 
the Mind; Converſation and Reading put fire to the 
| Train, that blew up Theomachus's Vertue: And from 
tainted Spring flow thoſe unheard'of Abdminations, that 
fit drown the Nation. Had not the Printers ſo much 
tk, the Preachers would have leſs; but now the Preſe de- 


7 


lance. | #4 F > . 369 55 BERL, 
ſean, This is a ſtrange Story; and had I it from ansther; 
puld be tempted to doubt whether Man be capable of 6 
t Inconſtancy. Certainly it deſerves à Place in Hie. « 

© I87 Hs. 90 1 „ Gi 1487 205 4% IP 


3 War againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawkers ſcatter the bs 
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hance be tempted (with our Leave) to I 
age © percha ance pted (with y ) 
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ick * ; 
Zuſeb. I 1 that to your Diſcretion. Let's not fo 


W er 
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DIAL OGUE u. 
IWhethay there are any Real ATHEISTS. 


HEX walk'd down Stairs, and when they wete l 
Coach, Pray y . Neander) g ive me your Oping 
I 4 HJ N. Creatures in Se E as, rel 
its? ay this Vermin iwatms, e Egyptas} 
crawl into the very Bed-chambers of Princes. 
a Atheiſm is a meer Sound, an in nificant Wal 
modiſh Bluſter ; but in truth there is no 2 

raves asa downright Atheiſt: I mean no 
an ferioufly perſwade himſelf there is no God. 1 may 
— hector in 2 Rendezvous of Rakes and Bullies; the 

ſwear they believe no ſuch Thing; and in a raving Tra 
of Debauchery deſie it; but then you muſt take all thy 
. but Cond — ap The Denial fits onthe Tu 
N. rather a Wiſh there were no God, than 2 f. 

ee on there is none ; for whilſt they ow mock this pr 
Nothing they tremble It the App 


rehenſion of it ; thej 
its Anger, Tat den X So that thoſe we! 

Atheitts affect —.— w — 
Frenzy, lay to their own ge a are not) 
of: And indeed the Perſwaſion 85 * is ag ft 
in, Nature 5 we owe it neither to Education, nor Stud 
our Maker has ſtam Ns bens ge in our. Foreh ol 
ls 4 raven d the himſelf in our 
Debauchery 2. ace the Characters, ir can 

Tan them. * 

an. Pray let us drive Home again 21 thought ws 
been on an xpedition againſt Atheiſts; but I — 
are Enemies of our Coining ; they are "meer Phantoms! 
flaſh from Fancy, and only "ſerve: for Satyr and Inveck 
What did that great Cham ion Dr. Tillotſon enter the LI 
 Chymaras ? Did he vel with empey Appart 
with Shadows? rel 
Buſab. Tre wage me not ; I told you there were u * 
tne tio can be ſo far convinc d # 


theiſts. 14 ef; tha 
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" bur: ſtill he fears there is one. Let him draw: up 2 

e Legion of Atheiſtical Ar 28 in Battalia, - they cans 
cure the Linderftanding vights- and Suſpicions ; 
ough tha muy look — the 21 Lights of rejudice 
artiality very plauſible ; yet t cannot convey. Woah 
ect, Evidence und Demonftrati 18 16 
tthemtbere drs 2:world of liniping” Atheits, who walk 
en a Gu - and n God: ; a7 ir, who fay there is ho 
, and acts if th were none; and yet! at-the ſame 
ſaped thers is one: This is that Race of Men-we'call 
ifs, who hw diſmiſt their Underſtanding and Nen ſou 
Ber Ws * . 1 108 — cho, tn: 8, - 1. 
„ Under T muſt treſpaſs/u your Patie 
tive farther J tors for — 1 Woll in the Dark, 
* not apprehend your meaning: 2 — the Being of 3 
de juſtify d by Ar jw; that fla ſn Oonvictian xu 
28, it can. I An 1dyob 03 Jil] 1 10 * 15 8 


u. It eems then i ible for the Underſtandin deve 
bt of a Truth, thipreſents its ſelf in the glittering E- 


ge of Demonſtra tion ; for ĩt is not Maſter of its. Acts, 28 
ill ; ir lies under the Command of Neceſſity, and is 
d to acknowledge Truth if it appears in Percſun- 
„The Propoſttions of Eualid are all Demonſirations 3 
„ bare caſt of the Eye on the Lines, or the Titles, 
e {id Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We muſt firſt ſee 
— Author would beat; then we muſt put Antecedents, 
w Conſequences before we can diſcover tharks — which 
rom the Schemes to the Head, and gilds 1 
Now an Atheiſt is fick of a Deity ; 7 
0a te no Acquaintance with thoſe A Events that prov 
bey come upon tbo migratefal:a Meſſage to find a kind 
eon; and generally! when they ask an Audience, the 
* Admittance N or atleaſt it cuts out ſo much other 
for the Under , that it can ſind no time to give 
full Hearing : Like a Miniſter of State, it hovers a- 
the Prince, and 'obftructs the free Paſſage to the Fre- 
But then, when Arguments for no God appear, the 
puts on foot an hundred little Intrigues to 2 the 
rſtanding; they are trick d up! for W and er 


Ve "I 

reeivd-it's a fine thin to Wa 2e: W a 
en; 2 ſuch pains — on . Yay. 
beat themſel es into Reputation 7 Or are Hive ih ſd 
n in being dver-reach'd'7 thought it was every 8 
ett there were # God; and therefore (methinks) it wen 


more 
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more reaſonable to believe, than to wheedle ourfelra 
InSSe_nty. nt oo inning rho fliod eh 10 hei 
. Euſeb, No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Rea ſon but vote 
ſuality. A Man Who takes Pleaſure for ther Rule of his 
ons, muſt lie under ſtrange A pprehenfionsatybe very The 
of another World. The dreadful--Glary-of an -&raſpe 
Deity ; the fiery. Proſpect of boiling Brimſtone, land the 
rid Pourtraits of the infernal Execùthmers, cannot chu 
work _ the moſt reſolute Debaughee : Sith though 
ſo pleaſant, with-the diſmal Conſequences ef Judgment 
Damnation, fits very uneafie on his Conſcience, and co 
poiſes the Sweetneſs of the moit refin'd genſuality with 
and Wormwood« Now, theſe Create of Pleaſure, 
cannot reſolve on Repentanee, have dut a ſhort 
2 up a Peace with Conſcience: They commiſſiuſ 
Luſts to draw upon the Underſtanding, and compel i 
deny, or at leaſt to doubt of thoſe Truths that alarm ti 
Aud it cinndt be deny bar all mate Luſts biaſst! 
tellect, and make: it ft to recei v haſe Impreſſiont x 
favour Paſſion. Wben Men ite ad if there were no 
*tis-extreamly expedient for them, there were none 
when once they are come ſo far they catch at all thok 
guments, which may fortifie them in this Perſwaſion 
theſe joyn'd with the Charms of Intereſt, abate the Din 
a-Divimty. Tis true all theſe: pretty, Artifices. ate ners 
to ſecure. them againſt the Furies that tiſe from another 
to haunt them. Percbancs there is a God, ce then! 
Hell, fright them into their Solitude and Retirement; 
fametimes into Taverns too: Yet they have gain'd ons 
by doubting, which they look upon 28 a very conhi 
Advantage, viz. That they may live Rakes, and die Atif 
without being ſure there is a God, to call them 40/AM 
or an Hell to puniſh them and certainly a Man may be 


in ſome Degree happy, that is not ſurs be fhall once 
ternally miſer able. l „„ tO 
Now, you ſee the Heart has cartied!an.; t Contr 


and from this Apoſtem'd Member flowanbe Corruption 
theiſm. And to cut aff all doubt à Why do the ver! 
flown [Atheiſts deſert on their Death beds thoſe Prin 


hts! 
We 
neſs almoſt out of their Memory T — 0 i 


1 
—— @ *” . 


* 
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» over their Heads. Theſe diſmal Meditations cool Paſ- 
allay Luſt, and change the Heart; but work no Altera- 
nthe Underſtanding : So that I may conclude with David; 
ol ſaid in bis Heart there is no God. Atheiſm lodges in the 
and a Deity in the Head. Men do not believe a God, 
iſe they will not; to gratifie Senſe they diſoblige Reaſon 
ug Infidelity to ſeer Conſcience. | 


& % 
* 


— — 


DIALOGUE. Ill. 


— 


a 


rs lus and THEOMACHUS meet and agree on the 


PRELIMINARIES. 


ARCE had Euſebius ended, when the Coach ſtop'd at 
Tbeomaclusss Lodgings, who expected him with a Young 
entleman we call Eudoxus. This Blade was a great Pre- 
xr to Wit; and to follow the Stream of Cuſtom would 
the firſt Eſſay of it, in a Critick of Religion: He re- 
d the Rudiments of Latitudinarianiſm from Arioviſtus ; 
was grown a wondrous Proficient in the Science af Im- 
: He paſs'd the Line of Chriſtianity; and although he 
not yet touch'd upon the Point of Atheiſm, he was ar- 
(as Arioviſtus us d to talk) at the Wr of good Hope; in fine, 
t acknowledg'd a God, admitted all Religion, and would 
emn none, i | 3 
ter ſome mutual Ci vilities: This is the Gentleman (ſaĩd 
„) I ſpoke of Yeſterday ; If Victory favours you, I hope 
will Live him fair Quarter for my ſake. _ 43+ $ 
be. Never fear; tis more glorious to uſe a Victory mo- 
ly, than to gain ane. I had rather receive a Foil from 
bus, than be ſubdu'd by inſolence. Reſt ſecure (fontinu'd | 
vith a Smile) if Fortune takes my Side, your Friend 
| have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with me; I'll immediately 
ale him, on his Parole not to bear Arms againſt Atheiſm, 
de be better inform'd. N 

ſb. I ara much oblig'd for your Civility; if I fall under 
eight of your Arguments, I abandon my ſelf wholly 
[our Generofity : Priſoners of War (like Minor) are un- 
able to article; the lie at the Mercy of the Conqueror, 
muſt receive Conditions, but can make none. But, Sir 
alt beg Pardon for my Rudeneſs ; For altho Neander to 
Jou earneſtly defir'd a Conference, yet I any ſenſible, that 
neither Genteel nor Handſome to ſalute a Scraper AIP 
\ 2 70 N 11 


ac. Al. 8 — 
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2 Diſpute ; nor to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But,f 
come here to diſcourſe, not to contend, I ſeek Truth 
fon Pearls) is only found in a Calm; and unleſs we# 
olve to abandon Error when we perceive it, tis better i 
bear the Engagement: For if we look upon the Conſe 
as a Tryal of Wit, and perſwade our ſelves it's more & 
nourable to own an Error than to defend one in ſpite of 
dence, we ſhall take a great deal of Pains to diſcompoſe 
ſelves; and then the Queftion will be; ho has moſt Þ; 
not who has moſt Reaſon : For when a Man is pinch 
will not ſurrender 5 when his Reaſons are weak and hi 
ſtinacy ſtrong, he calls in Heat and Paſſion to bis Aſliſh 
the only Supports of a finking Cauſe ; and I ta ke it fort 
ed, that a Man never wants Arguments to relieve a du 
Theſis, but he applies the Want with Noiſe and Clamout 
Theor. You ſpeak my Thoughts; Reaſon forc'd met 
ny a God, and when Reaſon tells me there is one, | 
ſabmit to its Dictaments. I never wed an Opinion f# 
for worſe : What I took upon "wag Grounds, I lay doe 
on better: I do not hug a Miſtake, nor pride in an Error 
e ver laid Claim to Infallibility. I cannot well compre 
what thoſe Pretenders to Science would be at, who fall 
the firſt Notions, and will no more part with them, f 
Spaniard with his Basket Hin or Golilia « They fanfie | 
t Truth ſwims on the Surface, and that the beſt Thod 

lie always uppermoſt ; but then they would do well ts 
fider, they give Children a conſiderable Ad vantage overl 
for Knowledge will no more be the Conſequence of Tim 
Experience: We ſhall live no more to learn Wiſdom, | 
be fix d in Folly, In a Word, I will no more enflait 
Underſtanding, than my Perſon ; and I value 21 25 N 
Rate the liberty of Thinking, 48 of Acting. Convind 
there is a God, and Fil take my laſt Farewel of Atheiſm} 
_ Euſeb, Indifference is an Excellent Diſpoſition ; 
p ue Truth without Prejudice, but we take it. I 
avour or two to we begin, continued ! 
Firſt, let us ſpeak by Turns: I am no Friend to Noitt nen 
cannot be reconcil'd to thoſe fiery Diſputants who fling 
Arguments, one upon the back of the other, yet will not 
the Patience to receive one Anſwer : This is not to conſt! 
to wrangle ; and altho' it may become the 1 of 
ing, or the Oyſter-women at Billingſgate, yet it ſuits 1099 
the Breeding of Gentlemen. An Argument 3 
Noiſe and Bluſtering, may break the Head and di mou 
Brain, but it never makes Impreſſion on the Underttaf 
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\ like a gentle Shower, ſoaks through the Ears, and moi- 
he Intellect. 3 2 
nm, I was drawing up that Article, and am glad you have 
ld me; you are of my Temper: I would have a Diſ- 
nanag'd with Vigour, but not with Heat; that inſpirits 
rfation, this confounds it : Notwithſtanding, Diſputing 
Service, I confeſs, and generally is perform'd with too 
Eagerneſs to be ſucceſsful; nay, I was once acquainted 
2 moſt even temper'd Man, who after he had drawn 
, as I may fay, and was fleſff'd in Polemicks, never 
'd his good Humour afterwards. | 
b. I muſt alſo defire you, to avoid Miſtakes, to call in 
anuenſis, When our Anſwers and Objections are com- 
I toPaper, and fign'd by both Parties, there will be no 
pf Miſrepreſentation. 1 have often ſeen a Conference 
nt nothing like the Original; and he who crow'd in the 
let, cry d craven in the Chamber. Theomachus preſent- 
roved the Propofition, and ſent for an N 80 
ow the Preliminaries were agreed to, and all things 
| ready for the Engagement. | 
Euſebius who ſaw a great Intimacy between Eudoxus, 
beemachus, ſuppos'd they were not much divided in O- 
; and therefore that he might attack them both at the 
ime, if he lean'd towards Deiſm, defir'd to know his 
ples. Sir, (ſaid he, 3 his Diſcourſe to Eudoxus) 
without Rudeneſs, I may ask what Religion you pro- 
We are now met to diſcourſe of that Subject, and per- 
> yours may come Within the reach of theſe Arguments 
dd to level at Atheiſm. In ah and Spain fuch Queſtions 
perfluous ; and in France when you find a Man no Pa- 
du conclude he is a Hagenot. But our Iſland is more 
ck, and yields annual Crops of Religion, as well as of 
One Grain of Faith ſprouts up into an Hundred: And 
old, that you may poll the People more eaſily than 
enets : 80 that Religions riſe and fall as well as Men; 
terefore, with Submiſſion to my Lord Mayor's better 
nent, 1 would have the Mortality of Churches put in 
Rey Bills together with that of the Inhabitants. 
x, Liberty and Property are the Birth-right of every 
Fm Engliſs Subject: And I ſee pot why the ſame great 
ould not enfranchiſe his Belief, as well as his de 
battels. England (Sir) is a nice Nation; I may add, 
out alſo. We pay Homage and Obedience to the Lord, 
ill ſtand for his juſt Right and Prerogatives; but then 
et not our darling Liberty; we reſpe& him ON | 
| ren, 


* 
* 
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dren, not as Slaves, and walk in his Ways with Fe 
not in Tramels. | | "+ —_ 
Euſeb. You acknowledge then a God. _ | A 
Eudox. I do. I am alſo perſwaded there is an Heayen, 
think there may poſſibly be an Hell; theſe Articla] 
ſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my Faith to anoths 
net, or command my Obedience to a Canon more. 
my Non plus ura; what lies on the other Side of theſe þ 
is an unknown Region to my Faith, though not to ny| 
nion. I confeſs, I do not underſtand what God is, thoy 
adore him; yet I know enough to admire his Greatnel 
my own Nothing, I love ſometimes to loſe my elf j 
Labyrinth of his Perfections; to purſue my Reaſon to g 
Altitudo ! In my Retirement, I poſe my Apprehenfian 
the intricate Attributes of his Eternity, Goodneſs, - and 
ice ; and thoſe very Objections that ſtartle another 
Faith, confirm mine: To believe what can prove, is 
Science than Faith. I recreate my ſelf therefore wil 
Goodneſs, and confound my Underſtanding with his i 
ty ; and put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out of Counts 
with this old Saying of Tertullian, Certum eft, quia impoſiMl 
I read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon 3 and am of Opinin 
God pardons ſome Sins as eaſily as we commit them 
Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor of Wax; heavy Ui 
batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmity makes no Imp 
I thank God, all my Sins have Names, and are rather 
to Senſe, than Enemies to Reaſon ; they neither attack) 
nor wound my Neighbour ; they only refreſh ſometim 
drooping Spirits, and gently purge Melancholy. In n 
litary Thoughts, I compute and caſt up Accounts vill 
Maker; and I find ſuch a Confidence in his Mercy, tad 
en Failings are not able to affright me. Na 2 i 
am tempted oquently to offend, that I may have th, 
tisfaction of asking Pardon: And no Meditation cara 
ſo faſt to God, as that of his Goodneſs, which forgive 
ſo much Eaſe thoſe Tranſgreſſions that burry me from ll 
Now, if any Man will quibblè upon my Symbol of! 
I can eaſily forgiye him. 1 cannot be angry with auc 
Renn for diſa feejng from mine: And tho' I thin 
If in the right Way, A dare not conclude, my Opps 


Road 


are in the wrong. Each Religion is but a different Rod 
Fach, at Heaven; and if ſome will walk on in the 1 
remonies, let them jogg on; their Burthen will not loa 


ath,, charg'd with a Lumber of Articles, Precepts, 
If they love to ſweat under their Devotion | vote the 
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tion : If they will not communicate with me, I have 
ruple to converſe with them 3 their ill Nature ſhall not 
nce my Charity: I can enter into a Papift Church, and 

pray with them, or for them; the Place can't profane 
ayers; wherever the Creator is, He may be ador'd ; and 
ore at Conſtantinople, I would enter into a Moſque, or in- 
acode in Bengale or Sam; for if a Mahometan's or Ido- 
Prayer offends God, mine may pleaſe him; if theirs 
e the Place, mine may ſanctiſie it; for if they direct 
Devotions to a Statue, or Impoſtor, I offer mine to a 
and ſo rectiſie the Error of their Worſhip, by well or- 
z mine. : WIE: 
$, Tho' your Life be ftrait-lac'd, your Charity is com- 
nfive. I ſuppoſe the Univerſality of this, muſt attone 
Singularity of the other. Well, Sir, in a Word (con- 
he) you profeſs one Religion, and approve all; and 

cl velle * 


into the Claſs of Latitudinarians: You are a Le 


u Goods and Dignities. You lie then under the ſame 
de with Theomachus,; and the Stroke that hits him will 
you. Well, Sir, (addrefing himſelf to Tbeomachus) 
your Weapon; are you for the Offenfive or Defenſive ? 
m. Let us have our Turns; we will engage on * 
„But you are in my Houſe ; the Laws of Breeding 
vility command me to give you the Precedency. I leave 
efore to your Choice. | 


you vanquiſh me with Reaſon. But I will not contend 
jou at this Weapon. I accept your Offer, and will no 
your Principles, before I defend my own. RET 


* 
* 
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DIALOGUE Iv. 


THELST cannot be ſure there is no GOD, nor the LaTt- 
UDINARIAN that all RELIGIONS are Saving. 
ions, as never to be haunted with Fears, nor 


| Car d with Doubts and Apprehenſions; for nothing 
cure the Underſtanding and fix the Judgment, but E- 
ce. Now, I cannot perſuade my ſelf, that any Atheiſt, 
une, or Latitudinarian dare venture on ſo bold an At- 
as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Arguments for Demon- 
| Sh as {trations 


Quppoſe, neither of you are ſo ſatisfy'd with your 
eli 


ould bring into the World an Equality of Religions, as | 


b. I ſee you are reſolv'd to overcome me with Civility, | 


„ 

\ 
7 
| 
TH 
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{trations, that under a fine A rance hide nothing 
Falſhood and Sophiſtry. 1 t not indeed, but the 
may biaſs the Underſtanding, and force out an Aſſent; 
then this can be no more fteddy, than meer Philoſg 
Concluſions,” that fly no higher than Opinion: Por yl 
each fide of a Contradictien bids fair for Truth, we 
tell on which fide it lies, and ſo float on Uncertainties; 
though we judge the Theſis true, we fear it may be fil 
will therefore tor once more generouſly with you, 
I am oblig'd in Reaſon: 41 will (I Gay} grant that yu 
nets are doubtful ; but then when 4 do you 2 Fang 
pleas'd to do me Juſtice, and confeſs that tis prohablet 
is a God, and that there is one reveal'd Religion. | onl 
what you cannot refuſe without Injuaſtice, fur certain), 
appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or Autbon 
all carry my Cauſe; for the Aſſerters of a: God pled 
his Exiſtence with ſokd [Reaſons 5 whereas you meer 
the Queſtion you are to prove, and bring no more buff 
Poflibility for the Support of your Hypatheſis: Andi 
you'can pretend no Right to Authority. - The Founder 
theiſm and Libertiniſm were look'd upon as Monſten 
very Places they liv'd, and deſerv'd Runiſhment for . 
Lewdnels, before they ſuffer'd Baniſhment for their lap 
Epicureand Theodore were prufligate 'W ratches;; their 
run even with -thert Divinity ; they exterminated Vertut 
Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and Principle; 
Scholars have out-done both the 3 and img 
both {rreligion, and Impiety. Now, Man who ates: 
mon Nuiſance to their Country, a HMisfortune to the 
they live in, and an Eternal Shame to their Species, ud 
little Authority with thoſe, who have one grain of kill 
for-their Nature ; they are botter-qualiGed r abo Bd 
the Bench, and more fit to ſuffer than to witnels. 
But thoſe who. avouch for me, are as admirable for 
ing as Piety ; they are without Number, and above Rept 
80 great Authority back'd with weighty Reaſon; u 
confeſs d ſufficient to make our Opinion probable, Vl 


ſay certain; but I wave the Advantage, I may claim . 8 
Equity and Juſtice, and only ask What you are too rea- em 
to refuſe, viz. Phat it is probable at leaſt t hene js @ Gol . | 
: Theom, I have read all I could find on this Subfes =? 
forc'd to confeſs, our Authors have promis d more . N 


are able to perform: Their Demonftrationsfor # 
(methinks) fome Apprehenſion there is oxe And! find! 
1 clianding i 


work more efficaciouſly upon my -Unde 


* 
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than in Solitude ; and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 

+, That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game; and 

ns are on the Wing; when Appetite purſues criminal 
ure, and Conſcience checks you with the diſmal Apparr 

of Hell, and Judgment ; then the Will is too hard for 
Inderſtanding z it turns the falſe end of the ProſpeCtive, 
agnifies theſe Arguments that favour Luſt, and ſolicit 
berty : But thenagain, when the Hurry is over, and your 

ing Faculty lies under no Reſtraint nor Fallacy ; when 
templates the Proofs for #0 God in their juſt Proportion, 

ers with Fears; and tho' on the one fide it concludes 

is no God; yet on the other it ſuſpeCts there is One: Now, 

do not ask what your Opinion is, when Paſſion runs 
2 the Underſtanding ; when Defire debauches it, and 
flings Reaſon off the Hinges ; but what it is when 
ntelle& acts without Bribery, without IIluſion, with- 


\WWSrtiality. 

a „Well; that we may rid our hands of Preliminaries, 
ee upon Action, PII condeſcend ſo far, as to grant, 
g deoubtful whether there be a God, or no God; and much 
iy the Conceſſion do you. | 
"SP. rut ! Will you enter into the Treaty? It's bet- 


compound a P amiable, than by Force, 
v5. That is ; unleſs I fairly confeſs, it's doubtful at 
whether all Religions are Saving ; you'll compel me 


t of Argument. 
Right; and pray put me not to the Labour of prov- 
q — that diſcovers it ſelf, and even glairs upon the 
Winding, | | | 


I know not what Impreſſion this Truth (as you are 
to call it) makes on your Organ, methinks, it affects 
e; and I am perſwaded that a Man of moderate Parts 
fove ad Evidentiam, that all Religions are Saving; but 
: y decline that Task, not to prejudice the Subject; 
Lienture to propoſe one Argument, that offers it ſelf 
y Man, and may be comprehended by a Child, tho 
ed by a Divine. 
och Arguments deſerve Reſpect, and it's pity to 
| em in Silence and Oblivion. 
. Raillery apart: What can God require of Man, but 
f r * Love, and Obedience? | | 


han Nothing. | | - 

2 x, Thais hatever Religion a Man profeſſes; if 

008 hips God as his Creator ; if he loves him as his Fa - 

IT"! obeys him as his Sovereign; does he not diſcharge 
'Q 2 him 


- 
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himſelf of thoſe Duties God's Excellence demands, af 
Dependency ? Does he not comply with all the Brand 
Subjection? Does he not ſtand within the bounds of $ 
fion 2 Now, what Religion does not teach its Proſelit 
proſtrate before God's Majeſty ? To love his Goodbel, 
dread his Juſtice ? And to receive his Laws with Reva 
Indeed the manner of Worſhip is not Uniform ; it 
with the Climate, and is adapted to Mens Conflit 
Presbyterianiſm jumps with a Republican Genius; a 
this Reaſon was mot nicely ERtabliſh'd in Scotland, The 
fence Prelacy in England. Popery bears all before it in 
Spain and Italy. The Alcoran bewitches the Levant, 
and Xaca, Japan. The Laplanders bow to the red Cloth 
ſome I/landers to a Baboon's Tooth: Yet theſe different 
ſhips meet in the ſame Center, and terminate in Om 
Bleſſed for ever, I have not ſprung this Divinity; I out 
a late Reverend Biſhop, who maintain'd it with Ap 
35 his Popiſh Ad verſaries; the Ancient Pagan n 
ador'd Stocks nor Stones, but the Invincible, Living Cu 
the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and Jar Opt. Max. 
If 2 Men of all Perſwaſions worſhip God; 
ſhall they forfeit all Right to his Mercy? Why ſhall 
Subjects be confounded with Mutineers ? Or ſuffer for 
ſon they never dream'd of? If they do not agree in 
nies, they do in the Subſtance : Tho' ſometimes the 
dies bend before an Idol; their Hearts fall a Sacrifice i 
Creator; and whilſt their Intention goes right, theit! 
cannot go wrong. | 
Euſeb. Air your Demonſtration Eudoxus, it ſmells of 
ſtone, and rather proves the Author will be damn'd; thi 
all Religions are Saving. Methinks, it has ſo black, f 
ſtrous an Aſpect, that it rather trights, than convind 
Man muſt be below the Standard of Human Nature; 
have ſomething of Savage, and Devilifh too in his W 
tion, to bolt out ſuch killing Doctrine in cold Blood. 
my Heat, I am not Maſter of my Reſentments in ſoÞ 
ing Occaſions ; and when can Paſſion be innocent, but! 
an extraordinary Circumſtance ? But pray, can God i 
Religion ? | | 
Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. n | 
Euſeb. If therefore He reveals one, and commands 3 
to embrace it under pain of Damnation ; I Nerat n 
cept is Obligatory in England, without the nſent | 
great Repreſentatives, the Lords, and Commons in 
ment, | 


{ 
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r. Yes, certainly, God's Power goes higher than the 
ive Votes; his Will alone is a Law, without the Con- 
nce of either Houſe. SR Fo 
4, If therefore he has reveal'd a Religion, and com- 
Is all to embrace it, under Pain of Damnation; what 
become of your Demonſtration ? "4 
br. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, it ſhall trudge 
lea, and take up with the Invalids ; for Arguments that 
receiv'd on Duty, Scars, deſerve Confideration as well 
Idiers. Prove he has reveal'd one, and I am yours. 
ſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Arguments 
ian Divines draw into the Field againſt Infidels ; this 
Task above my Force, and requires much Application; 
oes our Controverſie require it; for my preſent Buſineſs 
to convince you, that Chriſtianity is evidently True, 
dently Credible; but only, that it's probable at leaft, 
has revcal'd it, and commands all Nations to embrace 
f I can ne, my ſelf of this Attempt with Succeſs, 
heſign is at an End. | 
ell Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World ; and if we 
back into paſt Ages, we ſhall find ap bon. Chriſt was 
Founder ; This a Truth that admits of no Debate : Ir 
dt be queſtion'd by thoſe who act like Men, and yield 
dence. This Jeſus was born in a Stable, and paſt Thir- 
ars in Poverty and Obſcurity. Then he began to preach, 
onfirm'd his Doctrine with Prodigies; he gave Health 
e Sick, Light to the Blind, and even Life to the Dead: 
ſt he died by Man's Malice, and reviv'd the Third Day 
s on Power; he ſent Twelve Fifher-men to ſubdue 
World to the Law of the Goſpel ; they obey'd his Com- 
; Succeſs waited on their Labour, and crown'd their 
avours; ſo that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion 
d its Conqueſt beyond the Bounds of the Roman Empire. 
dice, Libertiniſm and Atheiſm confpir'd its Ruin. Philo- 
ers oppos'd Arguments, Emperours 'Torments, and Li- 
nes the Omnipotent Attracti ves of Senſuality. Yet Chri- 
ty broke through the Violence of theſe Oppofitions, it 
iplied by Diſputes, and encreas'd by Perſecution. Ten 
ons of Martyrs loſt their Lives in the Quarrel ; they 
onſtrated the Truth of their Creed, by the Conſtancy of 
invincible Valour; and though they ſunk under the 
ls of Torments, they overcame ;. nay oftentimes by rhe 
of Miracles they turn'd the very Executioners into Con- 
it Ps, and the Tyrants into Martyrs. In fine, Chriſtian 
neon has always appear'd holy, always victorious, always 
Q 3 | attack'd 
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attack d by the Impious, and always triumphant oyer 
iety. 
r ow, if we confider the Means Chriſt made uſe of toj 
this Empire over the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, we 
find them diametrically oppofite to all the Rules of Hy 
Policy; and had not this great Deſign been firſt laid, 
then carried on by God himſelf, it muſt have prov'd a 
bortive Embryon, i. e. an Attempt contriv'd without Prad 
and follow'd by Diſappointment. 
Firſt, The Aniclee to be believ'd were extraordinary, 
rather ſeem'd to revolt the Underſtanding, than to deli 
Credit. A God; One in Eflence, and Three in Perſons 
pear'd a Paradox in the Pofition ; and God made Mana! 
hemy to the —_ and a Folly to the Gentiles. Tho' 
eſurrection of the Dead might be good News to the Va 
ous, yet it could meet with no kind Reception from the 
cious; it was more capable to enflame their Anger, thy 
work upon their Belief, and to make them Enemies, 
Abettors. 
Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on & 
than the Credenda ſeem to claſh with Reaſon ; may 
the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and not only put a Ref 
upon our Actions, but even on our Defires ; They reg! 
every Motion, and bind up every Appetite to its good 
viour; they inculcate nothing but Mertification, Perle 
and ſelf 8 in this World - and reſerve Pleaſures 
the Future, They brought into the World a new Syſt 
Morality, they condemn'd thoſe Vices which Senſuality 
deified, and canoniz'd thoſe Vertues that were perſecu 
ſome, unknown to others, and condemn'd by all.. Nature 
deed bids us love our Friends, but Chriſt commands u 
ſtretch our Affections to our Enemies: We mult retui 
vours for Injuries, Kindneſs for Hatred, and revenge Aff 
with Pardon ; We muſt place our Wealth in Poverty, 
Glory in Ignominy, and our Ambition in the Congui 
Heaven. Such mortifying Doctrine in all Probability 
more likely to ſcare People from Chriſtianity, than to & 
em to it; and no doubt (as Gamaliel ſaid) it had beg 
ended at the ſame Time ; its Riſe and its Fall wou dh 
had but one Epoque, had not God by the Divine Influen® 
his Grace, conquer'd the rebellious Hearts of Men, whi 
Apoſtles ſet upon their Underſtanding with the Force of p 
ſon, and Miracles; that Mahometiſm ſhould dilate it ſe 
2 prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it attacks Men an 
weak Side, its Maxims fawn on Nature, and flatter * - 
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it permits Crimes, and get Impunity ; and yet it 
announc'd by the Sword, and preſs'd on Mankind by 
and Devaſtation ; it went no farther than the Barbarians 
veſt : And the Levant, with part of the Indies were Sla- 
xefore they became Mahometans : But the Increaſe of 
ſtianity is owing neither to Armies, nor Battels ; it o- 
me the World by ſuffering Humility and Perfecution ; 
od made uſe of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for the 
npliſhing this great Defign, that his Power might ap- 
the greater. . | | 

"w, that what I have told you is true, what Surety do 
equire? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of Fact, is 
iſh ; to call for a Mathematical Demonſtration is ridicu- 
and both impoſſibile : We cannot be aflur'd of Things 
but by Oral or Written Tradition; both which ſtand 
je, I can bring you Avouchers of all Ages, and of all 
tries : Some writ what they ſaw ; and ſeal'd their Wri- 
vith their Blood; others have handed down to Poſterity 
they receĩ vd from their Predeceſſors: Ina Word, a Man 
will not believe Facts contain'd in my ſhort Account, by 
ame Rule muſt believe nothing; but to wave farther 
te, and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of this Contro- 
 ; I will only defire you to grant, that tis probable 
ſtian Religion was reveal'd by God. 

dos, Well, I grant your Requeſt, but then we ſhall be 
where we were; for ſtill half your Task will remain un- 
For tho* God has reveal'd this Religion, by what 
4 will you infer, that he commands all Men to em- 
it, | 
. I thank you for minding me of my Duty, and I will 
arge my ſelfof it in a Moment. Firſt, Chrift -bids his 
les promulge his Law to all Nations : Then he ſays, 
thoſe who are baptiz'd and believe, ſhall be ſav'd; but 

Who will not believe, ſhall be condemned ; that he 
laugh at thoſe before the Angels, who ſhall bluſh to 
8 his Name on Earth: In fine, his Apoſtle tells us we 
e ſav'd in no other Name but that of Jeſus Chrift. Theſe 
ges prove my Tbeſs without the trouble of Inference ; 
e plain without Gloſs or Comment. 

*. Right, if you can aſſure me the 22 you quote 
nical, id eſt, either deliver'd by Chriſt, or at his Com- 
„ by his Apoſtles. ts. 
%, Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the Places I 
than the very Exiftence of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles; 
EY NS "44%. 
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for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom; Tradition that eſtablil 
the one, confirms the other. N 
Eudox. Well, well, go on. 4 
Enuſeb. Thus much therefore I have gain'd ; tis doubt 
ehether there be a God or no: "Tis doubtful whether Chriftias 
igion be not the only Saving Religion in the WWqrld. 1 
Theo. Lou have; pray make your Advantage. 
Euſeb. I will, Sir, and hope to improve my Ad vantig 
far, as to demonſtrate that Atheiſts, and Latitudinarians 
to loſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment they abuſe it ; and 
tho' they pretend to ſquare their Belief and Conduct byt 
Rules of the moſt refin'd Prudence, they fail moſt wretchg 
in the Execution. . "3-4 
Theo, I perceive Eudoxus, we muſt preſently away to Beds 
it will not be amiſs to lay in Provifions before hand: | 
Euſebius, you have much Bufineſs on your Hands, and bek 
that be diſpatch'd your Head may be in ſome Diſorder il 
To your Task if you pleaſe. 
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DIALOGUE v. 


It being ſuppoſed Doubtful, evbether there be a G 0 D, or aubethet 
RELIGIONS are Saving: The ArnzIsTSs and LATIN 
NARAIANS expoſe themſelves to extream Hazard. b 
theſe Propofitions are uncertain: There is 4 


W 
there is no God; and you Eudoxus are on the f 
Terms with me concerning theſe Two: Any Religion is 38 
The Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving : If therefore it be [l 
there is a God; tis certainly falſe there is no God ; but then 
be true there is no God, by the ſame Rule tis falſe there 4 
Again, if it be true all Religions are Saving ; then tis falſe 
Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving ; but if it be true the Chriſia 
ligion alone is Saving ; then ttis alſo falſe all Religions are Sw 
For God, who can do all Things, diſowns the Power off 
_cing Truth in bath Members of a Contradiction. No 
Gentlemen, I enter upon my Proof. A+ Ns 
When Two uncertain Opinions lie before me, I am obl 
by all the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that which cano®! 
judice me much, tho' it chance to be falſe, and will tum 
my Advantage if it happen to be true; and on the con 
tis an infallible Symptom. of a crazy Judgment, to cloſe N 
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E are agreed at preſent Theomachus, that | 
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t, which tho' true promiſes an inconſiderable Gain, and 
eatens me with Ruin and Deſtruction, if falſe. This may 
laid down as 2 Poſtulatum for Practice, and is no leſs evi- 
t, than any Axiom in Mathematicks is for 6 age By 
; Compaſs the wiſe States-Man ſteers his Courſe ; by this 
xd the thriving Merchant fails, and the cunning Gameſter 
dels his Play by this infallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince be- 
ehe engages in an Expedition, draws up the whole Proſ- 
of Gain, in caſe Succeſs crawns his Enterprize ; and that 
Loſs, in caſe it end in N and 1 of 
weighs his Hopes with his Fears; the Hazard of loſing, 
th the Probability of gaining; and will never embark him- 
fin an Enterprize hand over head : When he knows 
jough Succeſs follows his Standard) he ſhall only maſter 
inconſiderable Village, or a N er Town; but if 
flies over to his Enemies, his whole Kingdom will be the 
ward of their Victory, and the Price of his Defeat : On 
e other fide, if a Prince falls upon his Neighbour, at leaſt 
th equal Forces, and knows (it Fortune favours his Arms) 
hal ſubdue a Kingdom; and tho' it frowns he can only 
ſe an abandon'd OE, and perchance not even that; in 
is Caſe, tho' he be diſappointed of Succeſs, he carries off 
e Title of Wiſe and Prudent ; he play'd his Game well, 
ouph he loſt the Sett; and every Man muſt be ſo juſt to his 
oF to confeſs his Venture was prudent, though not 
ceſsful, 
A Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his Af- 
Its, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of Trading to 
<2 Point, that his Gain may be exceſſive, and his Loſs 
not be conſiderable: But ſhould a Man of Traffick and 
Immerce, put Twenty Thouſand Pounds a-board a leaky 
eſſel, and ſend it to the Indies, through as many Dangers as 
ere are Shelves in the Sea, or Winds in the Compaſs, with 
le bare Hopes of gaining Six pence 3 would not you, and all 
le World poſt him up for a Madman ? Would you not think 
im fitter to lie in Bedlam, than to walk in the Exchange. 
Theom, Yes ſurely, I would judge him very Rich, or ſuper- 
lively Fooliſh ; and would Duck and Drake away my Money, 
ther than confide it to his kee ms... | 
Euſeb, Should a Man lay me Ten to One at Croſs or Pile ; 1 
Ppoſe Fou would call me wiſe, if I took the Bett? But then, 
L ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake a Million againſt a Far- 
mg; would you not brand me with Folly and Extrava- 
nee? Would you not conclude that eithis i knew not the 
ve Value of Money, or thought it a Byrthen ? For, * this 
f , N ate 0 
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Rate I ſhould drain a Treaſure in a Moment, greater f 
_ of Potoſi, and turn Bankrupt in ſpight of good luc 
 Theom., You can run out in Poſitions that are undoubt 
true: Pray wheel about to the Application; methinks, 
ſhoot at Random. | 
- Eufgh. lam for you preſently 5; When Two Propoſitions an 
certain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe that which 
prejudice you, tho it chance to be Falſe ; and will infallibly un 
your Advantage, if it prove True. On the contrary, tis an « 
piece of Folly to vegulate your ConduFt by that Opinion which will 
you into Ruin and Deſtruction, if Falſe 5 and cannot better 
or improve your Intereſt, though True. Now, thoſe Prop ti 
are ſuppos d by us uncertain ; There is a God; There is u 
All Religions ave Saving; Only the Chriſtian Religion is Saving, | 
are therefore both oblig'd in Prudence to embrace thoſe 0 
nions which will prove highly advantageous to you, if Th 
and will bring no Diſadvantage, if Falle. N 

Theom, We Subſcribe to your Concluſion. 

Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions, which if Fal 
hurry you into Eternal Miſery ; and if True, are not able 
advantage your Happineſs : What then remains but this 
ſequence ; that you both forſake thoſe glorious Rules off 
dence and Reaſon ſo much extoll'd by Atheiſts and Latitut 
1 and never regarded when they act by their own Hr 
ciples ? 

Theo. Ho Sir! You have been poreing on Monſieur Paſ 
at leaſt you are not (I am ſure) of the Society; for tdi 
good Fathers will not ſtoop ſo low as to take up Argumel 
at ſecond Hand, or to uſe Weapons beaten on that Gen 
man's Anvil. 

Euſeb. Under Favotr ; Arguments are not like Cloaths, f 
worſe for ufing ; Nay, methinks, a Proof that has been 
frequent Service, is like thoſe veteran Soldiers, who neitil 
ftart at the Noiſe of Muſquets, nor the Report of Candi 
Sir, let us not wake Monfieur Paſcal, he ſleeps quietly ink 
Grave; and if he has laid Crimes at the Jeſuits door int 
were not guilty of, he has long fince cry'd Peccavi 5 be 
anſwer'd for his Letters at God's Tribunal, and either rece!? 
Hell for the Puniſhment, or Heaven for the Reward of 1 
Labours: Tho' ſome have queſtion'd his Charity, no lug 
evet doubted of his Wit; and I am pretty well convinc'd | 
preſe'd the Atheiſt more Home with this Atgument, than! 
13 Jeſuits with his Dialogues, However, let 89 

ftly over him; The Gentlemen of Poyt-Royal 1 
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ads but dangerous Enemies; and if you attack one, you 
the whole Fraternity upon you. 1 | 
beo. Well Sir, I deny, tho? this Propofition be Falſe, there 
God, I can receive any Diſadvantage. | 
br. And I am of the ſame Opinion, tho? this happen to 
alſe, all Religions are Saving, 
eb. Let us then for the preſent ſuppoſe this Propoſition 
lſe, there is no God 3 therefore this is true, there is a God: 
if there be a God, he is Juſt. 
deb. He is. | ; | 
{, Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh theſe who tran 
his Law, and queſtion his Authority: For he acts no 
zjainſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks at Crimes, than 
ho martyrs Innocence: This we call Tyranny, and O 
ſion ; that criminal Indulgence, and Partiality ; both 
with Juſtice ; the one exceeds a Mean; the other falls 
tofit: Now, God cannot act with Juſtice, unleſs the 
hment bears ſome Proportion with the Offence : Seeing 
efore there is an infinite Diſtance berween the Offender 
the Perſon offended ; the Puniſhment muſt be in ſome 
lofinite 5 but it cannot be Infinite in Intention; there- 
it muſt be in Extention, or Continuance, | | 
fides, the Lives of the moſt refin'd Debauchees, run on 
never-interrupted Series of Proſperity ; they neither 
n under the Pangs of Sickneſs ; nor the Throws of Pover- 
they enjoy the Failing of Health; and wallow in A- 
lance ; their Undertakings, though laid with Folly, 
eoff with Succeſs ; and ſo they n_ off Profit and Ap- 
le; though their Condu& deſerves Diſappointment and 
tempt ; they ſail on proſperouſly with all Winds; and 
metimes they ſtick upon a Rock, they only perceive the 
Fe to get off with Pleaſure, Now, ſeeing God is Juſt ; 
ves not drag out theſe Malefactors to Execution in this 
ld; tis clear they will feel the weight of his Juſt Re- 
ment in the other. So that Theomacbus, if there be a 
, you ſee what expects you hereafter ; Juſtice, Revenge, 
ments, and Miſery. | * 
ut then, if Chriſtian Religion be true; and the only Sav- 
Religion in the World; the Scene is ſhifted from bad 
'orle ; from Horror, to Amazement : And you Erdoxrus 
in the ſame Misfortune with your Friend. Though the 
t of Nature tells us God will crown his Friends in the 
t World, and chaſtiſe his Enemies: Yet the Light of Na- 
cannot particularize either the Rewards or Puniſhments. 
i 4r:avum we owe to Divine Revelation alone; _ we 
ave 
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have Grounds ſufficient, at leaſt to make it highly pri 
he has reveal'd it; and if it be true, that he has, the AN 
and Latitudinarian play Croſs and Pile at an exceſſive Ii 
vantage; they ſtake an Eternity of Happineſs, and ang 
of Miſery againſt a Bauble; for they cannot loſe the 
without falling foul on the ſecond ; like accurſed Cain, t 


will be baniſh'd from the Face of God, and carry on 
Foreheads a perpetual Mark of his V 3 andt 
Reprobation : They will fry in Pitch and Flame, ink 
Kone without Pity, without Compaſſion, and (what is wg 
without 'Term, without Annihilation ; and can Fanc 
a greater Torment, than always to be barr'd of the Gal 
God ? And always to defire a Glimpſe of that Infinite þ 
ty, than always to burn and rage with Devils, and alan 
3 pair of Releaſement; To theſe ſtrange Misfortung 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves, if ther 
God; and if Chriſtian Religion be the only Saving Religion in 
World ; and for ought you know both may be True. 
Theo, You follow your Adverſaries with ſo much Heat, 
vou wound your ſelf in the Purſuit ; your very Argunt 
Gy your Hypotheſis ; and whilſt you ſuppoſe there mz 
2 God, you very learnedly demonſtrate there is none. 
Euſeb. You have a mind to ſport, but Teſts never in} 
into Arguments, nor can Raillery grow up into Reaſon. 
Thee. Sir, you miſtake, I am not in a jobing Humour: 
if there be a God, is He not Merciful ? - 
Euſeb. He is. | | 5 , 
Theo. And if you * 2 God, and at the ſame 
prove, that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay tyrannical aul 
vage ; do you not pull down with one Hand, what you! 
with the other? Does not your Proof fly in the Face of 
Pofitiop ? You ſay if there be a God, I ſhall feel the wa 
of his exaſperated Anger for all Eternity : I ſhall 5 
Pitch, and boil in Brimſtone: What is this but to clap 
moſt exorbitant Tyranny on Mercy it ſelf ? To blend Cm 
with Meekneſs ? Barbarity with x tha ? Tofink an it 
Mercy into Cruelty ? And to turn God into a Chimera 
You may perchance ſcare poor Children, or filly Vs 
with your Qyivedo's Viſions of Hell ; and ſwell his Fancies 
Divine Revelation; but Men are not ſo eafily impos di 
I know, if there be a God, he is Merciful ; and that it i 
Mercy's Office to butcher, but to pardon : Beſides, Jou! 
feſs, that God is the Model of all Perfection; hat 
Vertue is but a dark Beam of his. How then can be f 
mand us (4x you ſay be does) to revenge Aﬀeonts with Faro 
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aj down our Lives for our Enemies ; when he proſecutes 
with Racks and Flames? Either therefore there is no 


: or no Mercy in God ; and then there will be no God. 


2 which part of the Dilemma you pleaſe ; I ſhall be pret- 
cure againſt Future Contingencies : So that you ſee we 
its, and Libertines walk on more even Ground than you 
MNCs | 
ſb, I might return your own Argument upon you; and 
that you run his Mercy ſo high, that you quite diſcard 
ſuſtice : But I will wave this Advantage, and fingle out 
r Reaſons 3 which rather amaze, than convince. You ſay 
's Goodneſs hinders him from taking any Cognizance of 
es in the next World: Therefore it is lawful to trample 
n his Majeſty ; to controul his Orders ; and to ſpurn at 
Commands : He, who ſo dotes on our Perſons, cannot re- 
ge the Offences : Therefore Blaſphemy, Murders, Adul- 
s, and all thoſe Crimes that 3 Nature, and put 
Atheiſts to the Bluſh, are but indifferent Actions; they 
e no more harm than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, 
Imagination: For were they Crimes, they would deſerve 
iſiment in the next World: Now, Mercy ties God's 
ds, according to your new Syſtem ; and abſolyves the 
minal. Hence it follows, that ſeeing no Action deſerves 
iſhment ; no Actions are Crimes; and by Conſequence 
re is no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſgreſſion of the 
. This is a comfortable Doctrine for Whores, and Ro- 
; and you deſerve a Penſion from Goals, and Baudy- 
les. Suc helps as theſe keep up the Trade, inrich the 
pan, and break down all the Barriers of Shame, to let 
d he World a Deluge of Lewdneſs, and Abominations. 7 
us whilſt you plead for God's Mercy, you ſolicit for Vice, 
turn Advocate for Impiety. | Us ; 
2 God is Good and Merciful z and we need no other 
ence to illuſtrate this Truth ; but that you breath, and 
yy the common Bleſſing of Mankind : Had not God ra- 
t follow'd the mild Inclinations of his Mercy, than the 
te ſevere Laws of his Juſtice, Puniſhment had trod on the 
1s of your Crimes; he had tore you from your Debauche- 
in flagranti, and left not a Moment between the Sin and 
Damnation: But, Sir, he has forgone his Right, and 
en more mild Methods; he has bore your Infolence theſe 
ay Years with Patience, and call'd you to Repentance, 
en he might have deliver'd you over to Puniſhment : No, 
told what bold Returns of Ingratitude you have made 
us exceſſive Kindneſs ; You have (more than once) in 
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the very Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not only of Rel 
on, but of agency ; ſpit in the Face of this Infinite Me 
You have burleſqu' his Goodneſs, and profanely deny{ 
ever ſaw your Crimes, or hated em; becauſe he did na 
venge them on the Spot, and put anend to your Life, 
Blaſphemies the ſame Moment: Yet after all theſe flu 
Attempts againſt his Prerogative, and Perſon ; you notg 
live, but receive continual Favours from his Munificens 
he expects only a Pecaavi to ſeal your Pardon and to cu 
our Offences ; but if you will ſtand to your abomind 
Principles, and droll upon his Menaces ; if you will puſh 
Obſtinacy to the Grave; he will ſoften your hard Her 
Flames, and teach you by a diſmal Experience, that hey 
not Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to feel the Effech 
fo amiable an Attribute. PIR | 
In ſhort, God is g „ becauſe he created ſo vile 20 
ture as Man, to ſo high a Fortune ; becauſe when our f 
Parent Adam withdrew himſelf from Duty, and engzg d 
whole Poſterity in open Rebellion, he was pleas'd to aflu 
our Nature, to expiate our Sins with his Blood, and to bie 
into our Souls a new Life of Grace by his Death ; be 
he ſets a Thouſand Wheels on work, to draw back Sinn 
to Repentance, and generally gives them Time, and alm 
Grace to look into their irregular Conduct, and to detel 
Theſe-are undoubred Marks of a moſt ſolid Goodneſs; 1 
by this Square, God commands us to model our Behayit 
towards our Enemies, and he has laid before us ſo compli 
2 Pattern, that we ſhall never be able to reach it. 
But then God has regard to Juſtice, even when he ſee 


to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mercy ; . 
theſe Perfections which Rand at the Helm of Governms A 
are never at Variance ; their Advice is Uniform, and M 
gonſpire to baniſh Confuſion, and to eſtabliſh Order; . 
God's Mercy is nothing elſe, but a fincere Intention to 1p” + 


cure 2 Creature Good, ſo far only as Order will peri 


Therefore, when a Creature has diſturb'd this Order, G ts 
Mercy purſues the Criminal, he offers him his Grace, fi © 
nt2008" 


invites him a Thouſand Times to re-eſtabliſh by Repe 

the Order he had braken by his Diſobedience: And then 

he will not hearken to thaſs kind Exhartatians ; Juſtice! 

ces him to re: ſettle it by 'Torments 3 for God, tho 15 

Omnipotent, cannot permit Diſorder: He muſt either de 

it in Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity, by 1 u 
0 


them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this World, bat 
Commiſſion extends not — other ; there Jaſtice rei 


walk. 


1 
= 
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and either diſtributes Rewards, or inflicts Puniſhmenr. 
h good therefore may your Dilemma do you. There js 4 
and He is Merciful : There is a God, and He is Fut. If 
be a Perfection, ſo is this, nor are they incompatible : 
tho one Vice may jarr with another, Vertues are of a 
peaceable Complexion, they live in Union, and can 
ein the ſame Breaſt. | 
. I don't deny, but that Offences againſt-the Divine 
ty may deſerve ſome Puniſhment ; and I know, that if 
be a he has Power to chaſtize, as well as to re- 
| ; but an Eternal Puniſhment is very laſting, and looks 
like an Act of T ranny, than Juſtice. I could allow 
_; ofa 1 Fit of the Gout, or Stone ; or let 
puniſh my. Crimes on my Cattle with Murrains, Pla- 
and Mortality, I am contented : But an Eternal Torment 
e Eſcape of Nature, far one Sally of Paſſion, can only 
ed from Exceſs of Cruelty, 87, | 
#, We ſhould live under a moſt happy Government, 
all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpoſition 3 what merry 
d we enjoy, if Murtherers were only Pillory'd : 
mites Whipt 2 And 'Traytars confin'd to their Lodgings ? 
ſevere Laws, wauld no doubt diſarm Vice, diſcourage 
y, and put all Roguery out of Countenance. But, Sir, 
me, would not ſuch overſtrain d Mercy let looſe the 
e Kennel of Abominations ? Would it not cut off all the 
8 of Communication between Man and Man, and turn all 
u Heap of Confuſion ? Would 22 thoſe more 
who made ſuch Laws, than thoſe who:broke em? 1 
e yeu wauld call out for ſame Grains, of Sexerity, and 
a more violent Remedy to cure the agonizing (Goyern- 
Let you are in an ill Humour, becauſe! does not 
dis Conduct by thaſe condeſcending Methods you con- 
; and if he did, you would as certainly arraign his 
V a8 now you impeach his Juſtice. dn a Word, Theo- 
„ as I told you above, there is an Infinite:Ditance be- 
God and 5 therefore the Malice gf exery Sin is 
ines hold, in ſome Sort Infinite; therefore, at deſerves 
ulhment, indume Sort Infinite. - But it can be only In- 
in Duration ; therefore every mortal Sin deſerves an 
al Puniſhment. How then dare you faſten on Gad 
g and Rarbariſm, uh en he. only prdpartions che Pain o 
*ence. Sir, take my Advice:: Tis more ſecure for 
O repent, than to complain; tis Madneſa to play with 
upream Being, Jagratitude to treat ill the beſt of Friends, 
to provoke the ſtrongeſt Ene. 
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Theom, If I carry God's rages Area high, you ſtretch 
Juſtiee beyond all Proportion. What Equality can 50 
cover between a momentary nce, - and 2' never end 
Pain? Between a Malice that has ſome Bounds, and 4 
niſhment that has none? Methinks, at leaſt an Age of 
ments may expiate a Day of unlawful Pleaſure : But to 

and torture a ſhort liv'd Frailty, Eternally ; is to fri 
ſtice to the very pitch of Cruelty. D 44-8 
Euſeb. No doubt, Juſtice always proportions the Jun 


ment to the Offence z but then, this Proportion cannotga 


in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the Pain. I 
known a Perjury that paſs'd through a D——'s Teeth 
Moment, piliory'd an whole Hour: And I have ſeen the 
ty Patient run the Gantlet from Newgate to Hburn. et 

the Puniſhment was of a longer Continuance, than the 0 
who complain'd of Cruelty, but thoſe very.Ratzals thi 
| ſerv'd the Correction? Does not Juſtice ſoraetimes take] 
minals by the Ears: And make the Guilty compound 
their Tranſgreſſions, with the Loſs of thoſę innocent 


bers, which ſeldom return ro their Owners, ' Felons, M 


rers and Traitors by the Law of Nations Taffer Dea 
is a Puniſhment in ſome kind Eternal: And if the $0 
mortal (as the Atheiſts contend) abſolutely ſo; becaule 
ces the Criminals into a State of Nothing, in which the 
Eternally remain. The Vote of Mankind runs thereil 
yan your Notion of Equity; and the Atheiſts Idea d 
ice is no more defenſiblè, than his Practice. Nay, v 
any Crime againſt a Prince or the Commonwealth can 
— Death, one againſt God as juſtly deſerves Ha 
For as on the one Side the Grandeur, Majeſty, and 
fections of God ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the greats 
moſt abſalute Monarch that ever breath'd : 80 on thed 
our Obligation to obey, reſpe& and love this augult | | 
riſes with his Greatneſs. Therefore an Offence againk | 
_ exceeds that againſt a Prince, at leaſt terminative in the] 
Proportion that the Perfections of the one excel the Bi 
of the other. Therefore as there can be — 
tween the Offences, there muſt be none between the 


{on 
ments. Now, let the Puniſhment of a Crime again®! 
be never ſo great, if it be not Eternal, there muſt of nat 
be ſome Proportion between it and Death, the juſt 1 
ment of a Treaſon againſt the Perſon of a tempotal 1 
Therefore no Puniſhment can equal an Offence ag” 
unleſs it be Eternll. Sti 540% 
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beo. You ſuppoſe when we recreate Nature, we erect an 
Court of Fuftice, and commiſſion a Judge to arraign him; this 
TheologiFa, Speculation. No, no, we are ſo far from 
ioning his Authority, or impeaching his Majeſty ; that 
Io not even think of him in our Debauchees : We intend 
o diſpleaſe him; but to pleaſe our Appetities ; to regale 
Senſes, and enjoy the Creature. e 
h. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Murderers; 
would it hold) the Government might ſhut up Newgate, 
ull down the Gallows ; for few Hi 2 think o 
Majeſty, or his Laws, while they Murder and take Pur- 
the Road. Let us ſuppoſe one of thoſe Gentlemen on 
adder, haranguing thus the Spectators. Govd People! 
* to an untimely, and (what is worſe) to a moſt 
eful End, againſt all the Laws of Juſtice. I was brought 
e Bar for affronting his Majeſty : The Jury has found 
uilty ; and the Judge condemn'd me. Now, I proteſt;. 
er harbour'd an unheſeeming Thought of his Majeſty. 4 
WI fer'd my Soveraign at the Expence of my Blood ; an 
Wlways ready to maintain his juſt Rights and Preroga- 
with my Life and Fortune. I follow'd my Maſter to 
ck, and Norwinde, and loſt ſome Fleſh; and my Money 
Serrice: At my Return, I was put to my Shifts, and 
| meet with no Relief, but on the High-way : Here I 
(ntially fell upon a preſent Supply, I truſt up a Brace 
wyers, and caſed a ſblitary Parſon ; but in all my Expe- 
s, I never dreamt of his Majeity : How then could I 
tor offend him? What Relation is there between the 
e, and the Subject, that an Injury offer'd one, muſt 
ind on the other? What think you ? Would this Loyal 
reverſe the Sentence ? 8 r 
2 No: I think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack ketch do 
Ice. % | | 
„ I am of your Opinion: But then has not this Knight 
| King's High-way an Atheiſt's Plea ? He crys not Guilty, 
wp! Becauſe in the actual Tranſgreſſion of the King's 
he never thought of his Majeſty ; and you plead for 
ty ; becauſe (whilſt. you outrag'd Nature) you never 
it of God. Sir, God is abſolute Monarch of the Uni- 
| ie owes, his Title to Soveraignty, . neither to Birth; 
ection: His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perfe- 
Thoſe Laws of Nature you tranſgreſs without Seru- 
* Remorſe, are of his making; and to controul his 
dbb is to affront his Perfon : So that though Sinners do 
veltlon his Authority z at 8 they deſpiſe it ; Now, 
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for a vile Worm to contend with, and dare ſo great, fot 
a Majeſty, is to overſhoot Inſolence it ſelf. | | 
Theom. Well; God's Juſtice, erer with Devils, Flam 
Darkneſs, and Deſpair, would diſcompoſe me, cou'd I 
ſwade my ſelf, my Soul wou'd revive my Body; but ala 
enter into the World like Beaſts ; and make as ingloriow 
Exit: Our Bodies fall into Duſt ; and our Souls into 
thing: Twenty Tears hence I ſhall be, what I was a Th 
ſand Years ago; a meer non ens, uncapable either of Pain 
Pleaſure, [02 WOOL | * 
Euſeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. What can't you 
fend your Cauſe without drawing upon Nature? Nor pt 
you are no Fool, without confeſſing your ſelfa Beaſt?lq 
eaſily force you from this Retrenchment, by demonſtrat 
the Immortality of the Soul; but I leave this Enterprizet 
more convenient Seaſon. In the mean time, I only defi 
know whether you are ſure, the Soul ends with the laſt Bia 
Without certainty, you are juſt where you was; expo 
that miſerable State, that ra; ets Atheiſts, if there be 20 
Tell me then, are you ſure Mens Souls are Mortal? 
Theom. When I compare the Operations of Beaſts with! 
of Men, methinks we ſtaud on the ſame Level, yeta V 
within, tells me, I am of a more noble Extraction; and 
ſoft Whiſper peſters my Brain with Doubts," and my N 
with Fears. N 
Euſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul is Immortal: 
chance there is a God, an Hell, and an Heaven : Perch 
Chriſtianity is the only Saving Religion in the World. 
if theſe Things are real, (and for ought you know they 
what will become of Atheiſts, and Latitudinarians ? ! 
nicely will they have manag'd their Affairs; when the 
themſelves ſtript of all Title to Heaven; and find an It 
Habitation prepared in Hell ? You ſee what Hazard yo! 
and therefore I muſt conclude your Conduct is fooliſh) 
mad to Frenzy; unleſs you can make good to Evident 
if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall enjoy ſome Gon 
counterpoiſes the Eternal Loſs of Heaven; nay, and tif 
horbitant Tortures of Hell; For to riſque the Main wi 
g00d Warrant and Caution, 1s Raſhnefs, and even Fuß 
wo Extravagance. I have laid open the juſt Subject 0 
ears ; favour me with a full Proſpect of your Hopes. 
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Advantage ATHEISTS and LATITUDINARIANS an abel 
there be no God, and if all Religions are Saving, is not 
arable to the Diſadvantage they fear, if there be a God; and 

one Religion alone be Saving. 
IR, you have affign'd me an eaſy Taſk ;; and I un- 
dertake it with Pleaſure: You have drawn up 2 
ftightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be God; and if 
eligion only be Saving +: I will balance it with another of 
Gain, if we are in the Right; and then you'll confeſs 
\Fairs are in a better Poſture than you imagine, and per- 
ce than you wiſh ; if we venture much we hope for 
; the Harveſt balances our Labour and Expence; kknow 
hrough what Proſpective you view the Pleaſures of Life: 
binks, they preſent us a fine Proſpect, and in 1 
oft ſevere Philoſophy; dart forth too * rms 
n 


vale contemptible. No doubt Life is a great Ble tis 
e Purchaſe, and cannot be Over- rated; but then Pleaſure 


riſes its Value: Diveſt it of pleaſing Senſations, and 
| become a Burthen. Were I ſure never to be pleas d, I 
d unwiſh my ſelf, and bribe ſome Bravo to diſpatch 
| ould fall out with my Exiſtence, and long to return 
y Lnondam Nothing, How valuable then is P leaſute, 
an let ſo vaſt a Price on ſo mean a Thing? And give 
firſt place in our Wiſhes, that would take up the laſt 


HF Defires ? 1 know ill-natur'd Philoſophers, and vifiqnary 
es have employ'd their Rhetorick to run down Plea; 
out ed to talk it out of Countenance. They have libell'd 
e Thouſand Years, and attack d it with Auxiliaries 


n from Doggerel and Invective: Let it ſtands its Ground. 
untains its Poſt with Reputation. Time, that lays 0; 
the Defects of other Things, has (it ſeems) diſcover'd 
vid bFerfections in Pleaſure ; for tis now courted more than 
And this fair Helen has more Gallants than that of 

$ It grows not cheap under 'Tryal ; but riſes under 
and Experiment; it neither gluts, nor ſurfeits g its 
 18always in the Flower ; and out of the Reach ot Age: 
s have chang'd Places; Empires have ſunk under ths 
of their own Greatneſs new Cuſtoms have worn out, 
Demory of the old: But the Defire of Pleafure has nevet 
R 2 vary'd 4 
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vary'd : This runs in all our Veins : We took it from 
Fathers, and bequeath it to our Children; tis the prime! 
of Nature, and almoſt the ſole Object of Inclination. N 
it ſeems Tong that all Men ſhould dote of Deformity, z 
run into the Embracements of Nothing ; that they ſh 

rize above all Things, what is below Price ; and ſo ti 

ools or Madmen for 8 You will perchance t 
me, that I am miſtaken in my Calculation; and marſhil 
a Brigade of Anchorites, to confute my Arithmetick. Ty 
Men (you'll ſay) made War upon Pleaſure. They faſted 
diſciplin'd themſelves into a loathing of it; and ſometi 
mur'd up a Senſe to fortify the Avenues againſt ſo vile, 
ſo ode & ou an Enemy. Theſe Men therefore, who t 
perſecuted Pleaſure, were neither fond of its Charms, 
well convinc'd of its Excellence. 

But according to the Proverb, One Sewallow makes nit « 
mer; your rare Example of Abſtinence, and Mortifiat 
cannot weaken my univerſal InduQtion : They leave it i 
entire Force ; nay, they ſtrengthen it: for you gaze on 
Men as Miracles ; and propoſe them to the World, rathe 
be admir'd, than imitated : Nay, they purſu'd Plal 
whilſt they renounc'd it; and ſo only ſhov'd it away 
one Hand, and drew it to them with the other: For as 
is oftentimes a ſecret Pride even in Humility ; ſo thete 
Pleaſure in Self denial ; and all that you can prove by! 
Examples is, that Mens Palates have different Contextit 
and what 8 ſome, grates upon others: In aN 
to queſtion the Goodneſs of Pleaſure, is to deny Expetit 
and contradi& Demonſtration. : - 
Thus, Sir, * ſee, if Atheiſts hazard ſomething, they 
for more : Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a moſt happy 
balance all thoſe Miſeries which may befall us after U. 
For my part, I cannot think, that the fondeſt Imagill 
can over-flouriſh, or even paint to the Life the Hap 
of thoſe, who never check Nature, but give her the Ke 
and follow blindly her Directions. They can regale An 
on, feaſt Revenge, and treat Senſuality with Splen 
Theſe odd Notions of Good and Evil, fume into the 
they raiſe Damps on the Conſcience, and daſh Deligun 
Gall and Worm-wood. If we muſt pen up out 115 
and confine em to Limits, adieu Content. For in Ne 
we properly enjoy Nothing, when we refuſe our Paſſion ar n 
Thing. But when we follow the Bent of Nature, 2 auſe 
down the Current of Inclination, *tis then we poſſeſs: er ſo 
equal to your ſo much talk'd of Heaven. But with * chaſe 
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rence that it wants Immortality. Now, Euſebius, where 
rour Folly : If our Opinions are falſe, tis ſure we ſhall be 
lone hereafter :- But then if they prove true; our Happi- 
; will be greater than our Miſery can be, tho' they prove 
2: For if we {ide with the Belief. of a God, and of Chri- 
i Religion, and live up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliets ; 
diſcard our ſelves of all the Pleaſures of Life; nay, and 

it into a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand pinch 
te than Miſeries in Reverſion | 
Abr. Theomachus, you have forgot the topping Branch of 

Privilege: If we believe a God, and the Myterics of 
tiſtianity, we muſt enſlave Reaſon, and regulate our O- 
ons by the Rules of Revelation: We muſt both ſhackle 
| hoodwink our Underſtanding, and ſtretch em on the 
k, to force em to deny Firſt Principles But when we 
by our Maxims, we breath a more open and free Air: 
can toſs our Aſſent from one fide of the Contradiction to 
other: And believe to Day what we ſhall disbelieve to 
row, Now, this intellectual Freedom is of a finer Na- 
„ than any Pleaſure of the Senſe ; tis an Appendix of 
titude, and a Prerogative of the Deity. Add this Euſe- 

to what Theomachus has already produc'd ; and you will 
e little Reaſon to lay at our Door Folly and Raſhneſs. 
leb. I cannot well determine Theomachus, whether your 
ech deſerves an Anſwer, or Indignation. Such daring | 
eties ſurpriſe me. The Practice of Lowdnelgand 2 3 
1 is both ſhameful and ſcandalous. But to turn deo 


. 


v 
> for Brutality ; to canonize Debaucheries, an, Woalize 
ders, Thefts and Adulteries, is to throw dow % 
s that loparate, an from Beaſts, to clap Res che 
eon, an Senſe on the Throne. 19% 2 a . 
ad Bulls, Boars and Goats the Power to harafifteSnour. 
Js, as in thoſe of Aſop, they would have diſplay'd their 
torick on the ſame Subject; but, I: doubt whether they 
Id have ſcrew'd it up to your Pitch of Excellency. ; 4 
08: they would not have had Wit enough to crowd ſo many 
ge, Blaſphemies and Impieties, in ſo ſmall a Compaſs ; 
Impudence to flouriſh on Lewdneſs in the Preſence of 


| 


0 long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderation and 
„ Pleaſure may be tolerated ; yet let unlawful Defires 
er never ſo charming, they are certainly contemptible, 
auſe unwarrantable, and he, who buys a Satisfaction (tho' 

er ſo glittering) at the Expence - ; ly is ſure to over- 
ale ; The outward. Appearance of Things cannot be the 
R 3 | true 
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true Standard of their Value. Tinſel glitters no leſt u 
Gold, and a falſe Guinea often ſhines more than a true 
We muſt waſh off the Fucus, before we can frame 21% 
adgment, or diſtinguiſh Sterling from ' counterfeit (| 
leaſures affect the Organ well enough, but then they g 
upon Reaſon ; they always give us a troubleſome Pate 
and make room for Repentance. I am confident, Sit, 
the Ghoſts of your paſt Delights have ſometimes. diford 
ou more, than the living Pleaſures diverted you, and 
. wiſh'd undone in # Calm, what you did in 2 vi 
Tranſport of Paſſion. n 4 
A Man (as you an who was ſure never to be pl. 
would have no great Reaſon to be over fond of his Ba 
For Pain and Suffering without any Relation to 2000 
World are very troubleſome Advantages; but then, who 
be pleas'd when nothing but: Riot and Luxury deſerve 
Exiftence's He is 2 Shame to Nature, and a perfect 
ta his Rin 7 550 7 POS 52 
' You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of Pla 


* 


from the Multitude of its Abettors. But you do not conf 
that you have choſen an untoward Medium : ant i 
are not to be fram'd by Practice, but Reaſon. The Genera 
you know, ſtick in the Surface of Things, and are ten I 
more biggotted with Appearance than Reality. Ask the! 
wir Depauchees, and they will confeſs their Judgmenti] 
* | Conduct; they even condemn Wickedneis, 
. then er e it. | | TEST | 
"Rare rover gluts, never ſurfeitt. Why then are 50 
Change? Why do you feaſt your Paſſions 
na: but to whert your Appetite with Variety, 
Or with freſh Appearances?” * | 
"Pa Mee are as eager in the Purſuit: of Pleaſure 25 
Fofefathers were, proves only we carry about us the 
W that ou Nature bends to ill, as theirs did: 
that we are all Children of the ſame rebellious Parent. 
8 varied from their Practice, and ſo do ours. | 
Tought out Vaults to ſhade their Impieties, and buried 
Abominations in Darkneſs and Privacy: And this is a ik 
hat they did not eſteem much theſe Things! 


Believe it, Sir, I am able to brin more than Divine 
d burlel 
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ta Friend; I found him in the Company of ſome other 
ntlemen,' who had taken vp their Lodgings in that me- 
choly Retirement. Diſcontent ſat on their Faces; every 
ture mark d Impatience, and every Word both Repen- 
te and Deſpair: They had outliv'd their Eſtates; and 
it is worſe). all hopes of regaining em: I pity'd their 
fortune 3 but when I underſtood they had raffled em for 
ne, and barter'd 'em for Mifles ; my Pity turn'd almoſt 
 Indignation-;* I thought with my ſelf they deſerv'd no 
ite, who knew ſo ill to manage One; but at leaſt, (ſaid 
ith a Smile) you have had Ploafure: for. your Money; 
you feel even now this Satisfaction, that once you were 
py. Quite contrary, (ſaid they) our former Felicity preſ- 
harder upon us than our preſent Miſery :. And then they 
out into ſuch. Invecives againſt criminal Pleaſure, and ra- 
Debauchery, with ſuch a Patbos and Energy, that I eaſily 
they ſpoke from the Heart, and declaim'd in earneſt. 
believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Surgeon's 
ds; who are ty'd up to Faſting, and Mercury, and drivil 
in a Stove the Relicks of yout incomparable Pleaſures, 
much of the Coop d wp Suite s Mind, For tho' the Vint- 
and Harlots ha ve not invaded their Purſes, nor Luxury 
2 Whirl-pool ſwallow'd:tizir Lands, yet Diſeaſes have 
et Health, and almoſt ſunk their Bodies into the Gravg. 
| have follow'd you too far, tis time to leave you; on- 
will add, that I cannot ęſteem that Great, which makes 
els, and tumbles me below my Level. Reaſon is a Pre- 
tive, no Nuiſance; and I am not diſpos'd to Mortgage it 
Mfr, or C.. 6s nt 75 
or all your boaſting, I fear Atheiſm cannot ſuppreſs thoſe 
on of Good and Euil; they alarm your Fears, awake 
| Conſcience, and ſprinkle your Delights with the unpala- 
e Ingredient of Pitch and Sulphur ; but it they do nor, it 
follows that your Underſtanding is drown'd in Senſuali- 
nat your Wit is ſunk into Frenzy; and ſo that you are 
mad with your Mabometical Happineſs. D 
confeſs, Eudoxus, that the Pleaſure of the Mind has ſome 
* 3 it appears better ſhap'd than that of Senſe ; it ſhines 
ter z it's longer liv'd; and-befides has Nothing of Mi- 
ls, or Brutality : But then I cannot conceive, why this 
bfaction mult be ſolely ingroſs d by Atheiſts, and Latitu- 
ans: Lou ſay we muſt enſlave our Underſtanding when 
Mixace Chriſtianity, and regulate our Judgments by Di- 
ion: But, pray, is this ſuch an Outrage to Rea- 
not God know dr all Things? 
6. R 4 


| | Eudox, 
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Eudox. He does. Si 07 Of : + OL | 
Euſeb. Does not his Revelation agree with his Knowledy 
Eudox. It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye,  * 
Euſeb. Now: God never commands us to believe ary] 

ſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'dit | 

whence it follows, that Chriſtians are ſo far from hoody 
ing, or forcing Reaſon, that Men cannot act more ration 
for thus they proceed. Whatever God Reveals is True + Bul 
has Reveal d the Myſtery of the Trinity : Therefore it is True, 
firſt Propoſition is evident: The ſecond is evidently cid 

For till the Revelation appear evidently credible, no( 

ſtian lies under any Obligation of believing ; and whe 

comes up to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can ' disbelien 
without Imprudence. Tis true: The Myſtery remait 

Darkneſs and Obſcurity ; tho? I believe that God is0w, 

Three ; yet I am ignorant of the Manner; nor, am Io 

to know it: God has left that as a Subject of Diſpute, t 

erciſe our Wits; not our Faith; ' 4 2 

| Gentlemen, you ſee when Accounts: are adjuſted, you 

not ſo much before-hand with the World, as:you-imagin 
but to favour you more than Jam oblig' d; let ir be gra 
that Pleaſures are ten times more rh than you prete 
at leaſt they cannot out-laſt Time; they move towards 

Period; and can accompany you no farther than the 

when once you have lain on that cold Bed, Pleaſure! 

Wing, and diſappear; your Body is made over to the We 

and (if there be a God) your Soul will be deliver d in 

Hands of unmerciful Devils. Sir, tell me, would yol 
cept of the Empire of the Univerſe, together with al 
beaſtial Paſtimes of Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you 
ſure afterwards to be ſtretch'd on Racks, to live on Wt 
and to be regal'd with Toads and Vipers for the dhe 

Twenty Years ? CHEESY 
Theo. . No ſurely. 5 Nei 
Euſeb. Let every Atheiſt, or Latitudinarian cannot 

for Crowns or Scepters; they cannot gratiſie their Sen 
with ſo high- ſeaſon'd Lewdneſs, as thoſe TWw'o wien 
Princes; notwithſtanding (if there be a God) they mul 

their minute Satisfaction, neither with Tortures, nor 5% 

nor the Torments of Twenty Years ; but of Eternit 

therefore you will not purchaſe a temporal Enjoyment 

a temporal Puniſhment ; why will you buy a temp 

fleeting Satisfaction, with a Puniſhment that is Ete al! 

Theo, Pain is a very lively Perception; it flaſneg 

Organ with a yaſt Impetuoſity; and puts our who ug 
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hilorder 3 tis ſtronger than Pleaſure, and keeps it at a Di- 
e, when we have it not, and turns it away when we have 
Hence I would not take Twenty Years of Satisfaction, 
a ſure Reverſion of 2 Years of Pain; for this will 
zinly more afflict Nature, than that can pleaſe it: But 
Pains of Hell and Pleaſures of Heaven are wholly un- 
zin; and theſe of Atheiſts afſur'd ; ſo that tho' thoſe 
u compar'd preciſely, with the Pleaſures,” are infinitely 
ter; yet if you confider thoſe in a State of Uncertainty, 
theſe in a State of Certainty, we muſt give theſe the 
dence 3 and this is conformable to that capital Maxim; 
what is Certain, and leave what is Uncertain, ive me leave 
me this ſhort Syllogiſm : Tie Imprudence to part with what 
ain, for what is Uncertain ; but the Pleaſures of Heaven, and 
of Hell are Uncertain 5 and thoſe of this World are Certain ; 
we 'tis Imprudence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life out of Fear of 
g into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into Heaven, 20 K 

ſe, The Force of your iſcourſe is wound up in your 
im, and the Syllogiſm is but a meer Deduction; ſo that 
ur Foundation be weak, the Superſtructure falls to the 
nd : Now, Sir, I muſt tell you; your grand Principle 
t Univerſally true; and by Conſequence unfit for the 

you have put it in; unleſs it be ftrain'd, and us'd with 

etion, it proves nothing but Sophiſtry. | — 

Ir, does nat the Husbandman cultivate and manure his 
nd at the certain Expence of both his Eaſe and Money ? 
his Gain is as uncertain as the Winds and Seaſons. Ano- 
takes up at the Temple; he finks his Purſe, and beats 
rain with plodding over Cook and Littleten ; he pores 
it and Day upon the Code, and confounds himſelf with 
afututions and Pande#s, and hopes ta beat a Fortune out 
Is Labour and Expences ; yet tho' he certainly lays out 
dreh and ſacrifices his Repoſe; he is not certain to 
d his Pretenſions ; his Expectation may be baulk'd ; and 
Twenty Years,. he may. be no farther advanc'd in the 
Id, than he was the firſt Day he ſet out. 574 

t Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo; they purſue 
it into the Indies; the Danger of their Perſons is certain, 
expoſe their Commodities to all the Caſualties of Wind 
Veather, that lay before very ſafe in Magazines; the 
is ill aſſur d: Do not then theſe Men confute your Max- 
99 Practice ? And who ever indicted em of Imprudence? 
xd 'em of Folly ? | | 8 

ne, Sir, the whole Commerce of Life rouls upon this 
eiple ; that oftentimes 'tis the part of a Prudent Man to 
quit 
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quit what is certain, for what is uncertain; and wer 
thetwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs in the World 
Mankind might fit croſs arm'd, or fall together by thy] 
to avoid [dleneſs : Mens Underſtandings would grow 


dort! 


a lee 
ward, their Courages would ſhrink up; Induſtry would . 
off in Leth > ond the whole World would fall back ba 
its pri miti ve Ignoran dme. N 
-| Theo, 1 know the Principle comprehends a Latitude her 
is not true without Reſtriction. ' "dh: 
_ Enſeb. A little Patience if you pleaſe ; when I have can urp 
ed it of Error, you: ſhall have time to argue, why 8 a 
ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good we hope E : 
or inconſiderably greater, than what we hazard; it voi core 
a piece of the higheſt Extravagance, to expoſe what ent 
ſels in Peace and Quiet, for that which is only equal ion 
conſiderably greater; and withal very uncertain: If} th 
Loſs of the certain we chance to procure the uncertain |; 
are but juſt where we were; but if we fail in our Purſuſ ry 6 
mall not only fall ſnort of what we hop'd for, but en Pr 
what we poſſeſſed: In this Caſe your Axiom may belly vo. 
of, but then it ſupports not 1 For there is ere 
portion between the moſt luſhious Pleaſures of-Lafe, d, 
vou N certain, and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppoſai yo. 
tain ; for thoſe are built on the tottering Founder!) 
Time; and in ſpite of Care, within the Space of ſome 5 
muſt touch their fatal Period, and ftaſh into Nothing; be, 
as theſe are Infinitely better qualified; they Rand on . Pe 
Bottom; they never wither, neyer die:; S0 that th the 
conſider the Joys of Heaven in a» State of Uncertaia f T N 
thoſe of Time in a State of Certainty j thoſe muſt pro's; 
becauſe the exorbitant Greatneſs of the Divine Joy 1 
ven accompanied with an Eternal Duratibn, are more a ably 
tageous than all the trifling Satiefactions of Senſe, tho "I ,,; 
with the charming Attracti ves of Certainty and' Pole pro 
For would any Man (who had ons Grain of Prudenagte, 
cuſe me of Folly or Raſhneſs ; if I ſhould venture e on 
upon 2 well-grounded” Preſumption of gaining a Mug ut 
Would not you and all the Merchants in the Nation m une 
the Venture? Let in this Caſe we ſhould quit the Cem Axii 
the Uncertain. Now, if there be à God, if the Chriſtian M ispo 
be the only Saving Communion in the Heid; and you live in. 
the Precepts of Reaſon and the Goſpel; after this Li if y 
will enter upon the Poſſeſſion of a Bliſs that ſurpaſſes e Pol 


britiſh and fond Enjoy ments of Senſe, more than à . 1 
exceeds a Penny; for between theſe two Sums there! fre, 


ö 
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ortion, but all the Geometricians in Europe can never 
2 Medium Proportional, between what is Temporal and 

nal. | 293510 

led, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the ſevere 
s of Chriſtian Morality, and afterwards find no God to 
pence your Vertue; or that you might have purchas'd 
qual Glory, following the more condeſcending: Precepts 
her Religions, you would be at ſome Loſs: i. e. You 
d have debarr'd your ſelf of ſome lewd Senſations to lit- 
urpoſe ; but this 1 5 eve page cannot be put in the 
„ againſt thoſe vaſt Treaſures you might pretend to, 
e avere 4 God, and if only one Religion were Saving If 
fore, he, who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on à moſt 
nt Expectation of gaining a Million, would, in the 
ion of all Mankind, commit a Folly-almoſt too extrava- 
t for Bedlam itſelf z Why ſhall we fear to brand Atheiſts 
atitudinarians with Frenzy and Madneſs, who prefer 2 
ry Content before a Pleaſure that is Eternal? Your 
Principle, leave not the Certain for the Uncertain," cannot ra- 
you, becauſe it has no place in the preſent Diſpute; 
ere is no Proportion between the Happineſs of the other 
Id, which you ſuppoſe Uncertain, and the Pleafure of 
you ſuppoſe Certain; for no Arithmetick is able to 
ply Moments into Eternity. Now I anſwer your Syl- 


5 Imprudence to part with what is Certain, for what is Uncertain; 
e Pleaſures of Heaven are Uncertain,” and. thoſe of Life are Cer - 
na 'tis imprudence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life for 
Heaven. 1e ien 

liſtingui ſn the Firſt Propoſition; Tit imprudent to part 
what is Certain, for what is Uncertain : If what is Uncertain be 
ably greater than what is Certain; I deny it: If i be only 
or inconſiderably greater; I grant it: I tranſmit the Se- 
Nopofition 3 and deny the Conſequence : Pray take 
e, do not grant the Second Propoſition ; for the firſt 


dlutely falſe ; for thoſe Pleaſures'you fo much talk of, 
$ uncertain as any Thing can be; ſo that tho your fa- 
Axiom were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the pte - 
Viſpute ; ſeeing your Gain is as doubtful as 8 

em. What, will you maintain our Pleaſures are Uncer- 
if you can make that out; I confeſs Affairs are in 2 

Poſture than I fancy'd. 8 - nm 
©, I will maintain it; and demonſtrate it too. Your 
te, vir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſs ; Now, all 


ſuch 


ls only true in our preſent Suppoſition; and the ſecond _ 
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ondly, Without Health the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures are, 
and infipid ; they rather importune, than pleaſe ; and 
ur Patience to the Tryal, rather than divert our Senſes 
Harmony of a Lute, tho' touch'd by an Orpheus, wil 
the Ear, if the Head be out of Tune ; and a diſcom- 
Stomach recei ves the moſt delicious Ragouſts with Re- 
cy, and Convulſions: A Fit of the Cholick makes a Crown 
y, and turns all the Charms of Empire into Diſſatisfa- 
Now, our Body is a Compound of Contraries, each 
claſhes with its Fellow, and like the Madianites, draws 
its next Companion; Heat plays upon Cold; Dryneſs 
Humidity : Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, our Pulſe beats 
z but when it leans to one Side, tis Time to call for a 
or: Beſides, theſe Hoſtilities are acted out of Light, or 
iners 8kirmiſh under Ground; and ſo we cannot ſend 
f to balance the Advantage which one ma 2 over 
ther: In fine, Sir, Health conſiſts in an qual emper of 
ious Humours ; In a good Intelligence of a thouſand 
and Arteries 3 and what can be more uncertain ? I ne- 
teditate on the Frame and Machiniſm of Bodies, but I 
apt into Extafies of Admiration : and wonder more we 
e Day in Health, than that we ſhould continuall 2 
the Pangs of the moſt acute Diſeaſes : And if all Mens 
th is uncertain, the Atheiſts is much more; for their ex- 
e Irregularities both haſten Infirmities, and inflame 
; Debauchery revenges its own Exceſſes upon our Bo- 
and plunges them into a State of Langour and Weak- 
Health muſt jade; it cannot hold out, if we live too 
and are continually upon the Gallop : And thus you 
What is uncertain, more uncertain ; if you do not ma- 
your Conſtitution, but proſtitute it, you throw it away 
e you have done Living; nay, when it is moſt uſeful to 
eſign; and ſo betray your Senſes, and conſpire againſt 
tereſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure. 
lrdly, Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs ; on this 
q Hopes and Expectation of worldly Pleaſures are built: 
818 a Thouſand Degrees more uncertain, than the Exi- 
of a God: We know no more, when we came into the 
d, than the Child unborn ; and know no more when we 
leave it: Our Stay depends on an Hundred Circum- 
es, and our Removal on as many Accidents, we are nei- 
tle to avoid, nor foreſee : An Enemy may-ponyard us 
the other World ; à Friend may careſs us thither : Grief 
be into the Grave, and Joy overſets us: Nay, the Scratch 
in oftentimes batfles the Vertue of Drugs, and the mt. 
ns 
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of the Surgeon. The Future is to come; the Paſt is 
away, and neither at our Diſpoſal ; ſo that we are only | 
ſters of the Preſent : Now, Money, Health, and Lifeit 
being ſo uncertain, ſo precarious ; how can you perſwade 
ſelf, that Pleaſure your Summum Bonum is aſſur d? But if 
be Uncertain, Atheiſts and Latitudinarians are mad to F; 
vagance ; for then they chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, hort! 
and uncertain Pleaſures, before thoſe Eternal Joys of th 
ther World, that are exceſſively beyond Thought, aud! 
beyond Imagination: Now, it a Man would act foolil 
who ſhould chuſe a Crown that is uncertain, before a Mil 
that is equally uncertain ; with what Terms can l en 
your Frenzy; who rather lay hold on a thin, paultry 
certain Pleaſure, than an * "oe that is uncertain ind 
but withal Eternal; eſpecially when you not only qui 
Right to this exorbitant Happineſs, but at the ſame 
run up to the very Brink of Damnation; for thoſe who 
Heaven ipſo Facto accept of Hell. We have waded de 
nough into this Matter. I will now draw up a ſhort Sh 
of the whole Diſcourſe, and then leave it to your ( 
deration. B+ 
To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Latitud 
rianiſm, I have condeſcended to more than vou durf 
either in Juſtice, or Equity, viz. That the Exiſtence 
God is doubtful ; as well as the Neceflity of profeſliny 
Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: Before you can pteſa 
Evidence, you muſt turn common Senſe topſy turvy, at 
in the Face of Reaſon : I have ſtoopt ſo lo as to granti 
Two Points doubtful, to difplay the Weakneſs of you! 
tenfions; and to demonſtrate, that Courteſie it ſelf is not 
to juſtifie your Conduct. {. $7 (1 | 
5 1 round my Diſcourſe on this Principle; when twoY] 
ons both doubtful, both uncertain, do concur ; tis 2 
to chooſe that which will ruin me, if falſe ; and cannd 
to my Ad vantage, tho' true: You have ſubſcrib d; A 
deed all Nature has put its Hand to the Principle: 
Gentlemen, if the Opinions you embrace prove falls, 
will be Eternally caſt out of that happy Region of thi! 
fed, and Eternally confin'd to the Pitch and Sulphur '® 
Reprobate. Is it poſſible for a wretched Creature 1 
mote on the one Side, or to ſuffer more on the other? 
any Man be more unhappy than to be baniſh'd from t 
vereign Happineſs ? or more miſerable than to be 1 
into a State of Eternal Sufferings ? Ie not he undone 
has turn'd Bankrupt not only of his Fortune, but eben 
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? and has nothing left but Torments,- Rage and De- 
! If your Opinions chance to be true, what Advantage 


ou reap but petty Satis factions of Senſes ? Which rather 
t than ſatisfie ; and ſtupify more than they delight? They 


big only at a Diſtance, and notbing when they draw 
as are indeed Giants in our Fancy, and Pigmies in 
ſelves : Yet you chooſe theſe contemptible Pleaſures, 
rail you little while you live, and nothing when you 
to die; you leave thoſe which laſt Eternally : Now, 
ot ſuch a Choice all Characters of Folly ? 95 
Gentlemen, ſet ſome Moments aſide for Reflection: 
Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſober Thoughts. 
you two Souls, you might ſend one into the next World: 
cover, how Things go in that unknown Region; and 
t ſhould periſh'in the Enterprize, you would have at 
another in Reſerve : But alas, you have but one ; and 
t miſcarry, you are loſt for ever: The firſt Moment 
ys open your Misfortune, diſcovers the Impoſlibility 
eving it, 10 re SIO eee 
on. Gas Euſebius, we have almoſt drain'd the Subject; 
change our 'Theam. You have arraign'd my Choice; 
your Fancy convicted it of Folly and Extravagance : 
ach you of the ſame Mifdemeanours : Pray let us ſee 
can plead your own Cauſe with as much Art, as you 
auinſt mine. | E295; „ RES 
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DIALOGUE VII. 
lere be no GOD, and tho' the CMRISOTIAN RELIGION be 
the only SAVING RELIGION, tis Prudence to believe there 
OD, and that the CHRISTIAN REL1GION is the only 


VING RELIGION in the World ; And to live up to the J E- 
TS of Both, © N | 


Y OU have aſſign'd me an eaſy Province: The very 
opening of our Cauſe is ſufficient to gain it. That 

we may not beat the Air, and ſhoot at Rovers, let 
k back upon the old Principle, When two uncertain Propo- 
le before me; I am oblig*d by all the Laws of Prudence to chooſs 
lich will turn to my Advantage, if true, and cannot prejudice 
# be ſalſe ; I have eftabliſh'd this Maxim above, and I 
how you can offer againſt it any Thing of Moment. 

mern 21424 
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. Euſeb. If our Opinions are true; When once we ſhaky 
theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Miſts of Duſt and Aſhes; yl 
interpoſe between us and Eternity, we ſhall be in a moſt 
fortable Condition; for the very Moment that depring 
of Life, will repair all the Decays of Nature, all the R 
of Time ; we ſhall enter * 25 a State of Bliſs, with a Sy 
thar ever flouriſhes, ever blooms ; upon a State inaccel 
to Infirmities, unknown to Miſeries above the ſtroke off 
tune, and out of the Juriſdiction of Death: Now, to pal 
2 ſudden from Fear to Aſſurance; from Sickneſs to 5 
from Poverty to Plenty, and from Death to Life, muſt] 
very entertaining Change: But what is this, to that ( 
of Bliſs, that flows from the Face of God? One Ray f 
Moſes almoſt blind; his Mortality ſunk under ſo gloria 
Appearance, and Nature was too weak to bear the ſplen 
of the Object, or to continue the Correſpondexce. 
Fondneſs of Imagination always magnifies Temporl | 
ſures ; Fancy over flouriſhes the Object, and paints by 
the Life; they are more gaudy in our Brain, than intl 
ſelves and the Expectation of em out-weighs Poſſeli 
ut the Pleaſures of the other World are above Exprel 
and Imagination too; nor can we take their Dimentiont 
what they are, but by what they are not: All that lan 
is, they put an End to Fear, a Term to Hope, and a vi 
Defire ; and certainly that Creature has touch'd upd 
true Point of Happineſs, that neither wiſhes to be Gt 
nor fears to be Leſs. | ; | I 
Theo, Well, well, Sir, you will indeed be very wel 
vided, if there be a God ; but ſuppoſe thete be none; 
will confeſs then that you have under-rated all the Pla 
of this Life, and fold em for a Dream. +4143: 
Euſeb. Sold em for a Dream ſay you? You lie ut 
great Miſtake ; tho there are no ſuch Things, as Gn 
Heaven, I ſell em to Advantage, and make the moſt 0 
'The bare Probability of an hap ternity, has more * 
than a certain Poſſeſſion of all, the Advantages of Life: 
Toys end in Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit; we Wi 
our Thoughts, we render our ſelves cheap, and delp\ 
by throwing away our Inclinations upon theſe Amuſens 
But I told you before, that thoſe Pleaſures you talk of i 
uncertain as the Joys of Heaven; and in this Caſe, l! 
truck one Uncertainty for another: But then what 18% 
only Temporal, and what I take, Eternal: Now, if th 
2 God, my Fortune is made for ever; if there be no 4 
receive ſmall Diſad vantage; I only diſcard my ſelf 9 
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os that are noxious to my Body and ſcandalous to my 
re: At leaſt, I live like a Man, though in the End I die 
2 Brute, and fall into Nothing: But do you think Chri- 
; and Atheiſts muſt forſwear all Pleaſure ? That they. 
tortufe their Senſes? And only know they live by Mor- 
tion and Torture? J 

„They muſt check Paſſion, arreſt Appetite, and curb 
ery Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure : tHey muſt con- 
ly ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour about for fear of 
rprize : Now,* theſe Employments are laborious, and 
Hing; a Man that is thus upon the Hoof can ſcarce 
leiſure for Diverſion : In ſhort, who lives up to the 
iples of your Belief, muſt divorce from Mirth, disband 
Company, and like Toads feed on the Poiſon of Spleen 
Melancholy. > we 

, We uſt indeed have 4 watchful Eye over our Paſ- 
and keep em within the Bounds of Reaſon ; we muſt 
ep over t „ae of Decency, nor exceed the Preſcript 
aderation 3 yet we have a large Field to play in: Thoſe 
nts are laid upon us, becauſe an univerſal Liberty 
| undo us; and indeed, I find few Actions prohibited 
8 thoſe, that either debauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon; 
dermine Society: Now, who cannot be pleas'd, unleſs: 
tepares Work for the Doctor, unleſs he revels away his 
„or unhinges the whole Frame of Commerce, and Con- 
tion, deſerves like Lions or Bears to be hunted out of 


ty ts r . 
friftian may pretend to ſome Enjoyment in this World, 

ut forfeiting his Claim to the Delights of the other: 11 
dence has furniſh'd him with an Eſtate, he may both 
it, and uſe it too; nay, he may take thoſe Meaſures 
Prudence and Juſtice hall ſuggeſt to improve it; he 

aſpire handſomely to an honourable Poſt, and clap on 
dach a Coronet, if he can procure a Patent; he may eat 
"ome Food, and drink good Wine; ſo he does not clog 
tomach, nor offend his Brain: Indeed he muſt beware 
cels, and this, methinks, is no great Encroachment on 
teedom, no great Confinement to his Diverfion ; for. 
nly a Surfeit is not ver nn and a Fit of 
tenneſs is no charming Trance to any but to the Spedcta- 
If a Chriſtian racks his Brain, ſhrinks his Purſe or 

ens his Body with amotous Intregues, he paſſes his 
won : But then he has the Freedom to marty ; and 

Will be the Difference between him and an Atheiſt ; 
at this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the other places his 
ERIE arena lg © 


* 
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Affections on a Wife; that the one ſatisfies Senſe at thy 
pence of Duty; and the other 1 Duty with Ple{ 
So that upon the whole, unleſs Sin be the only chan 
Circumſtance, and that nothing can gratifie Senſe, unt 
invades our Innocence, your Advantage over us is inconk 
ble : But then, we have other Advantages that balancet 
our Pleaſures are clean, untainted, and (what is more yalul 
innocent; we enjoy em without Scruple, without Rem 
becauſe without Offence ; they are neither mix'd with | 
nor Shame; nor are they follow'd by Repentance ; they 
the Teſt of Conſcience; and dare ſtand a Trial at 
Tribunal. i 
Theo, If this be all, we ſtand on equal Ground; my. 


ſcience enjoys a continual Calm; it ſleeps as ſoundly a C 
had taken an Opiate, and always comes to the Lyre Ache 
Deſires. hs th Go 
Euſeb. You are ſlipt into a Fit of Bantering ſure ; No. 
Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary : No, %% 
in ſpite of Debauchery and Infidelity too, it will ſtrug 4 
will turn upon you, when it finds you alone, and fi! 
Face : A Dole of Claret may oy it aſleep, the Ne ot 
Company, and the Tumults of Paſſion may drown its un' 
or put a ſtop to its Clamours ; but when the Fumes ey 
led ; when the Company withdraws, and Paſſion rum live 
own Channel; it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of bes 
and Horrour ; it opens a full Proſpect of Hell, it av... 
Fear, it calls upon Deſpair, and conjures up a Bata pri 
Fiends to haunt you. Tell me, Theomachus,, when the ll t. 
are extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from your Eyes z Wa AFM 
Fire of Wine has boil'd up your Blood into a ſmall Fel tue 
are you not plagu'd with Doubts, and hagg'd with es, 
baue Does not, what if there be a God, ring a diſmal\ ty, 
in your Ears? And toſs the Diſeaſe from your Head 108. the 
Heart; Would you not purchaſe an Aſſurance, that tn; 
no God ; no Reckoning with a Lordſhip? __ barg 
| Theo, Such Thoughts ſometimes hover about me; bil _ of 
ſpring from Cuſtom and Education. I was brought | ay l 
Chriſtian, and imbued with all the Principles of that te e ma 
fion ; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle thoſe frightful Not: o 
Judgment and Hell ; and Time has not been able 0 t no! 
out thoſe diſmal Ideas: The firſt Tincture ſticks cpu, 
the Errors of Youth are ſeldom forgotten : But oben le 
have had the good Fortune to meet with a more free lie 
tion, laugh at the Apparitions of thoſe childiſh. By mort 


ficlt created by Nurſes, and then kept up by Fance. 
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+. Theſe dreadful Spectres neither owe their Being to 
ation, Nurſes, nor Fancy; they are very real Things! 
re has ſtamp'd the Belief of 'em in our Soul, nor is A- 
m able to deface them: Theſe Sparks, who have not 
oder their Diſcipline; who have rang'd about the Iſland 
their Youth; like the Barbarous Braſihians in the Wil- 
fs of America, or wild Aſſes on the Mountains, without 
aint, without Inſtruction, may hector Conſcience; but 
tt gag it : In ſpite of Debauchery it will ſometimes up- 
, it will throw Crimes before their Faces, and muſter up 
e Forces of Guilt and Puniſhment to torment em. 
Il an Atheiſt, you have a Demonſtration againſt the Be- 
f a God ; the bare Propoſal quickens him ; it pours 
im a new Supply of Vigour and Activity; it ſweetens 
ature, and throws off the miſty Vapours of Spleen and 
choly : Pray, why ſuch Joy at the very Apprehenſion 
God? Is it ſo welcome News to hear that he muſt drop 
Nothing ? And take leave of Exiſtence when he bids 
to Life ? No certainly : But Atheiſts know, if there 
od, they muſt once appear at his Tribunal, and they 
no Inclination to put the Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the 
e of his Sentence. Now, why ſhould they fear to be 
mn'd, unleſs they know they have done ill? And how 
ey dread Puniſhment without trembling at the Crime ? 
live up to the Precepts of Chriſtianity fear no Future 
becauſe they act none here; they apprehend no Pu- 
tent, becauſe they deſerve none. Such a Security is 
Price; it exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the Czſars, 
Il the brutiſh Pleaſures of the Atheiſts. Tis above 
— of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be purchas'd 
tue. e n 
des, tho' we caſt the other World out of the Queſtion: 
ty, Modeſty and Temperance are honourable 8 
z they draw Eſteem, eſpe& and Veneration from the 
"Icious ; for all eſteem Vertue, tho' they will not go to 
barge of the Purchaſe : Now, tho' we ſhould come 
of Heaven, *tis ſome Satisfaction to think, that at leaſt 
ly leave a worthy Memory to After-ages ; that out 
e may ſtand upon Record to the laſt Moment of Time; 
dat our Names will not ſleep by us in the Grave. Epicu- 
t not the Fits of Stone or Gout, when he meditated on 
pauſe, Poſterity would give his Writings ; This ima- 
4 


leaſure drown'd his real Pains, and made him enjoy 
iſe in Purments: The Violence of the Tranſport, ei- 
mortify'd his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. © Diogenes 

EEO preterr'd 
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preferr'd Glory before ſcandalous „ _ragt, and the 
Appearance of Vertue before Libertiniſm : He thoug 
worth his while to tie himſelf up to hard Uſage, to fl 
the Clamours of Paſſions, and to leave behind him gloh 
Inſtances of Temperance and Moderation; that he n 
make a Figure in Annals, and raiſe the Fame of his 
higher than the Trophies of Miltiades : And indeed, th 
a vaſt Difference Between the Delights of Senſe, and th 
the Mind ; thoſe depend on various Circumſtances, and! 
touch the Organ to pleaſe it: Perfumes in Arabia cannd 
fect my Noſe ; nor a Ragouſt in Japan regale my Palate; 
the Pleaſures of the Mind move in a larger Compaſs; th 
at Diſtance ; and are neither confin'd to Place; nor $ 
on: By a certain Spell of natural Magick it raiſes y 
Pleaſures ; and feaſts it ſelf with Futurities : I can 1 


ſelf with a Thing that is paft, and frame entertaining Tb iy 
of what is to come: And this Privilege good Men p bel. 
they perceive a preſent Satisfaction, that they have a10u 
their Memory from Obloquy and Detraction; and that 1lor 


they expire, their Actions will ſtand up in Defence d 
Integrity: If we throw theſe two Advantages in the Bu 
our Condition will not be worſe than'yours ; ve ll 
leaſt go off the Stage like wiſe Men; and you will jun 
Nothing like Fools. But tho' we grant Atheiſts and! 
dinarians lead more pleaſant Lives than Chriſtians ; ti 
not prejudice our Conduct: For ſtill *ris true, that il 
tle, ſuperficial, and inconfiderable, that muſt end. Whel 
to conclude ; if it be true, That when two uncertain I 
lie before me, I am obliged by all the Laws of Prudence to © 
evbich «vill turn to my Advantage if True, and cannot prejudit 
it chance to be Falſe ; you muſt confeſs, that tho' we 
ſtaken in our Succeſs, we are not in our Choice; andi 
are rather unfortunate, than imprudent. 
Theo, Well; ſuppoſe all this true: I am not one vt? 
er my Converſion than before. | 
Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have drawn out 2 % 
your Miſtakes : I have balane'd your Hopes with you 
your Hazard with your Gain; I have made it clear 
dence,' that your Conduct paſſes Madneſs and Extra 
Is not this ſufficient to perſwade you to alter it? Has 
violent Attractives? Or Frenzy ſuch unconquerable & 
Is it better to burn Eternally for a Miſtake, than to 9, 
Charge of Correcting it ? 1 


| Theo, Believe me, Euſebins, I am not idoting!y 4 
Errors that coſt ſo dear: I would willingly taſt em 9 


3 
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my Power; but you know, that to ſerve God with a 
bt of his Being, 1s no leſs criminal, than to deny him : 
„ I cannot ſtretch my Faith to Firmneſs or Certitude ; 
| waver on Doubts, and float on Suſpicions 5 for my 
lerſtanding is not at command); it lies nat under the Dil- 
ne of the Will; Evidence alone has the Power to bend 
| confeſs, I want Evidence, and if you'll help me to an 
ome Doſe, I'll return the Favour, with Gratitude. 

{, Were you not Educated in Chriſtianity ? 

beo, I was. 125 r 

{, Did you not then believe the» Exiſtence ofa God, and 
he high Myſteries of Chriſtianity without Doubts or 
8: | MC. AE 

ew, I did. x | | - 20 : 
ſe, When you grew in Years, did you never make an 
ry into Religion? Did you not take the Pains to inform 
ſelf why you believed, as well as what you believed? 
ou take all upon Truſt? And owe your Faith to the 
alone, or to the Climate? | 


„I paſs'd a great Part of my Life in Retirement; and 
> Reading both my Employment and Pleaſure; but e- 
ally Llevell'd my Study at thoſe things that were rather 
able, than diverting ; and contributed more to my Fay 
appinefs, than my preſent Satisfaction. Among theſe 
ought then) that Religion took the firſt Place; and in 
View I fell upon Polemicks with Eagerneſs; and conti- 
ſome time with a never-interrupte Application : My 
eſs anſwer'd my Expectation; I'fanfied could defend 
eligion againſt all Opponents, and convince any Man, if 
te not evidently true, that ?twas at leaſt evidently credi- 
To be plain; I never doubted of any Article, and always 
Hed his Judgment or Morals that did. * ed 
, Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Mel 
up, perchance Time and little Reflection has ſullied 
uſtre, and impair'd the Force of their Activity. 
. No, I have them all before me: But, methinks, they 
another Face ; they want their former Briſkneſs and 
r ; they ſtrike but faintly. on the Brain; and tho' they 
the Underſtanding, they cannot ſettle it: [Their Evi- 
is ſunk ſo low, that it ſcarce holds up to Probability. 
„ Upon Examen and ſecond Thoughts; have you diſ- 
d Sophiſtry? Have they fail'd under Examen, or ſhrunk 
a due Trial of Logic! [oe Þ 
„Indeed L never put them on the Rack; nor brought 
to the Teſt of Reaſon: But I have read in modern Au- 
S3 thors 
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thors ſuch home Arguments againſt the Being of a God, t 
tis impoſſible there ſhould be =_ ſuch Thing. 
Euſeb, Hold Tbeomacbus, you take Things by the falſe 
dle, and begin at the wrong End. You had Proofs far 
Being of a God, for the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
flaſht Con viction ſo ſtrongly, that they could — f 
with Prudence: Now, in turning over Atheiſtical Neoteri 
you ſtumble upon ſome Exceptions: One cannot reca 
God's Juſtice with his Mercy; this ſeems to fall foul y 
that: Another can neither look back to the firſt Moment 
his Eternity, nor graſp his Immenſity, nor [comprehend 
Immutability : A Third is out of Conceit with his Gow 
ment : Were there a God (ſays he) this would happen, 
that would not ; the whole Management of che Wen 
Chance, rather than Wiſdom, and wants either Forecll 
Power: Hence they conclude, tis impoſſible there ſbouldbe s 
Thereſore there is none : Blind Worms! who are overpower'd 
the Beams of a Planet, and dare not fix their Eyes upot 
Sun ; they know not themſelves ; and yet would con 
hend their Maker: Alas! there is nothing ſo mean, but 
ſomewhat above us. We fall under the weight of 28 
and are not able to diſſect a Fly, or to anatomize 20 
worm. Could I comprehend God, I would 'ſcorn to! 
him: The very Notion of an Infinite Being implies V 
rity ; and Reaſon tells me, that an Underftanding yl 
to Limits, can never take a full View of a Thing tin 
none. Look you, Sir, you muſt not turn your back to 
Truths, becauſe you cannot anſwer ſome unteward Cu 
about em. Tho' you ſubpwa a Thouſand Objedtions,* 
Evidence will not be allowed of in the Court of Reaſo 
gainſt poſitive Demonſtrations; for we ſeldom me! 
any thing ſo manifeſt, that does not put Reaſon ta | 
on ſome Occaſions. Zeno argued bhimſelf out of the Exit 
of Motion, as you have run your ſelf out of the Belid! 
Deity. Motion, ſays he, is impoſſpble, therefore there i 5 
Thing : But his Speculation was not receivable are 
Matter of Fact; and Diogenes Would not diſpute, but“ 
him out of his Error. We lay before you'an Hundred 
ments, that prove the Exiſtence of a God; you nel! 
cover Weakneſs in the Principles, nor Error in the * 
on; but very Sp ſtep over em, and fall upon God 
butes : You rifle his Conduct and canvaſs his Proceed 
and then becauſe your purblind Reaſon is put to 2 ½ 
and baffled in the Inquiry, you cenclude his Nene d 
File. Poſſibilities would be drawn up in a narrow G9 
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| Things were impoſſible that confound our Underſtand- 
Follow my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your Manners, 


. 7 


1 intend to believe. a N | 
bo. Had I Faith, Vertue would follow: But how can 1 
tie Appetite, when I have no Aſſurance either of Re- 
lor Pumſhment. A | 
eh. Quite.contrary : Bid farewel to your Crimes, and 
you will have no Difficulty to believe; whilſt *tis your 
reſt there ſhould be no God; that Chriſtianity ſhould be 
npoſture, you. will believe neither; for Intereſt ſways 
judgment, as well as it commands our Actions, and De- 
tration it ſelf is leſs perſwaſive: Tis an Error to think 
Will has no J uriſdiction over dur Realon ; it exerciſes its 
any every Day over that noble Faculty; it treats it like 
re, rather than a Princeſs ; and Atheiſts commit Rapes 
their Reaſon, as well as upon the Sex: Do you not be- 
you were lawfully begotten? _ 3 
. E | 
b. And yet you have only your Mother's word for it: 
ſhould the declare the contrary ; I ſuſpect you would 
pay the ſame Deference to her Authority : Now, why 
ou believe her in the one Caſe with ſo much Eaſineſs? 
do you disbelie ve her in the other? I ſuppoſe her Ne- 
are not leſs credible than her Afirmatives ; and that ſhe 
ves Belief when ſhe denies, as well as when ſhe affirms, 
is the Difference: Tis your Intereſt to be lawfully be- 
n; and to be thought ſo: On this Account you enter 
our Father's. Eſtate, and his Titles: But then to come 
the Back-door is a mortifying Diſadvantage ; it cuts off 
ght to Succeſſion, and beſides throws an Aſperſion on 
Perſon. :. Now, tho' the Motives in both Caſes are the 
and Will biaſs'd by Intereſt rides the Underſtanding ; 
forces it to aſſent to the firſt and to difſent from the ſe- 
If you ſhake off ill Habits ;. if you walk within the 
ds of Moderation and Temperance, and confine your 
pits and Actions to what is lawful ; you will preſently 
upon God, and Religion, as things advantageous to 
3 becauſe one promiſes "IS and the other will pay 
and then prudential Motives by the power of the "lt, 
alily draw, and fix the Underſtanding in the Belief o 
Ms you now boggle at: But if you perſevere in Lewd- 
and make over your Heart to Licentiouſneſs ; if you dare 
ook another World in the Face, nor take à Survey of 
without almoſt feeling the Pains ; you will never firmly 
le there is a God, nor iraqme any tolerable Notion of Re- 
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ligion ; for a ſtable and ſettled Perſuafion of thoſe Th 
runs ſo contrary to your preſent Intereft, that the WI 
ſpight of Evidence it ſelf, will foqh the Underſtanding; 
either withdraw its Attention from the Confideration d 
Argument, or by ſome ſlie Trick of Legerd*main deluds 
No Man in the World ever deny'd a God before he þ 
him ; he firſt deſerv'd Damnarion, and then _— 
out of Being: And ſo, Eudexus, I fancy you quarrel} 
the Morals of Chriſtianity, before you fell out with the 
and all Religions then only 5 to pleaſe you, whey 
ſtraint became cumberſome. However, Theomachuz, in 
following Conference, I will attack your Underftandi 
and I hope to propoſe ſo ſtrong Arguments, as will bead 
fix it in the Belief of a God. | | 
In the mean timediſmiſs Pride, and turn off Prejudice; 
blinds Reaſon, and that over-looks it; the one will nd 
Truth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace it: Ton mul 
ſearch after Truth, as if you fear'd to find it; ſuch Put 
are nothing but Ceremony and Grimace, they are Sympt 
both of Folly and Obſtinacy, and infallible Marks that 
have ſome finiſtrous Defign, either to put a Cheat * 
ſelf, or to caſt Scorn and Contempt upon your Adu 
Thoſe Arguments I ſhall 8 examine in God's Na 
diſſect the whole Diſcourſe ; weigh the Principles; mel 
the Inferences by all the Rules of Mood and Figute: 
then fall not upon Criticiſm, as if your whole Bufinels wel 


find Faults, not Truths; to quarrel with em, not to or 
Suppoſe 'em not Counterfeit, before you have broug ll 

to the Touch-ftone : Again, pray remember there is 2 ! 
Difference between Words and a good Solution: To A ve 
an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof; we way talk he 
without talking to the Purpoſe ; and hover about 2 Con 


on, without coming up to the Point: And as you mull 
care not to be too great in your own Opinion, 10 othen 
not be too little: For Men ſcorn to learn of thoſe the 
temn : And beſides, the leaſt Intelligence from ſuch i 
ter, will be thought Apocryphal : For we meaſure the 
of Arguments by the Abilities of the Propoſer, and 
reſume they cannot riſe above his Height that made ih 
o that if we under-rate an Adverſary, we 5 a nee 
Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons: For a ſmall repoſſa 
creates ill Notions, and theſe byaſs the Judgment, and 
a wrong turn to the Scale. eie n 
But above all Things, implore the Succour of that * 
Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of: Tell him 500 0 
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ft of his Exiſtence, not _ to know his PerfeCtions, but 
dore his Majeſty, to love his Goodneſs, and to ſue for 
cy. Defire him with Tears and Sighs, to diſpel thoſe 
is that darken the Underſtanding, and to daſh in Pieces 
ſe Chains of Senſuality that fetter the Will; that you may 
o fortunate as to ſee the Truth of his Being, and fo Cou- 
ous as to embrace it: For the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers 
Diſpoſition of the Subject: All the Light in Nature 
* no Impreſſion on a diſorder'd Eye: Fire may con- 
ea Member ſtruck with the Palſie, but cannot heat it 
Senſation 5 and Demonſtration may fhine the Un- 
tnding, but this will remain in Darkneſs, *a rope in 
curity, unleſs the Will be put in Order ; and the Veils 
th Pride, and Licentiouſneſs be remov'd: Now, 
is the proper Bufineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 
r Affiſtance, if you aſk it with Patience, and Sincerfty : - 
if you will live on your own Fund, if you will engage 
12 Reſolution not to yield; or diſpute meerly to over- 
e; you will live an Infidel, and die a Reprobate : All 
uments will only ſerve to harden your Heart, to inflame 
r Guilt, and heighten your Obſtinacy. EE 


Na — — — — — —— 
DIALO GVU E vi. 
vdoxus is not ſatisfy'd with TanouAchus': Anſwers, 


TER ſome Civilities, Euſebius took leave of his Ad- 
verſaries, and Theomachus conducted him to his Coach; 
he promiſed to appear the next Day, and to carry on 
Converſation : In the mean time Eudoxus found himſelf 
me Diſorder above Stairs: This Conference had batter'd 
Lonfidence, awak'd his Conſcience, and alarm'd his Fears 2 
bad only enlarg'd his Belief to make Room for Debauche- 
and would needs ſave all Men not to damn himſelf Re · 
nt was his beſt Argument againſt the Neceſſity of Chri- 
Religion for Salvation, and nothing drew him into ſuch 
titude- of Belief, but gn uncontroul'd Liberty of Acting: 
When he heard from \Ewſebius the Danger he run, and 
Hazard*he expos'd himſelf to; he found his Blood in a 
dent, and all the Faculties of his Soul in an Uproar : He 
d about the Room in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that Theo- 
1 (now return'd) could not tell ow Ao to make of this. 


Scene: His Motion repreſented a Farce; his Looks a 
e Tragedy; 


$ 
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{4 into a Calenture : You take Apprehenſions for- Things, 
turn a good Nature into an Executioner : Your Troubles 
hut Dregs of Education, or airy Spirits that riſe from 
dice: Time will wear em out, or Courage will daunt 
bear up with Reſolution, and you'll ſcare your Frights, 
look thoſe dreadful Bugbears out of Countenance. 

4x, I had rather you would reaſon 'em out of Counte- 
e: Uncertainty has begot em; and 1 fancy Certainty 
d deſtroy em. Ah Theomachus ! If there be a. God, you are 
"ne = if Chriſtianity be the dnly Saving Religion, I am 
ne 4110. 7 

om, Fie, Fie : I took you for a Man of Parts; for a Man 
e Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehenſion. I tell 
there isno God, and by Conſequence that Chriſtianity is 
ing but pure Mummery and Impoſture : Tis a Poetical 
in, fram'd by crafty Stateſmen to heave Men into their 


— = 


4x, But did you not confeſs to Euſebius, that you were 
in of neither 2 © „ rel ee 2 
bo. Prithee ask no Queſtions : Let us take à turn to the 
joſtz: Canary clears more Controverſies in an Hour, than 
utesin an Age : A Glaſs of good Wine carries off a Doubt 
Trice, and 1 have found by Experience that Fears are 
x Drank, than Reaſon'd away. E it 2900 
br. The preſent Buſineſs is too ſerious to be debated in 
wern ; — had rather argue, than laugh with you. If 
nprehend Euſebius right, we are in ill Circumſtances : 
tho it happen that we are Nothing in the next World, 
re withaut perad venture Fools in this. For, look you 
both our Tenets are very Uncertain, and by legal In- 
ce may be falſe; if they are, what will become of us? 
any Creature fink into a more deſperate Misfortune, than 
all certainly meet with? Can we loſe more than by for- 
ig all? Or can we ſuffer more, than when we fry in 
es for an crery Jo I confeſs: this Eternity ſtrikes a 


Ip through every Joint: I dare not play with Thunder, 
and the Stroak ot the Omni patent. On the other fide, 
zh the other Tenets prove true; hat are we the better ? 
thoſe Pleaſures we pretend to, are as. uncertain, as that 
ve now ridicule ; as that Heaven we burleſqu-2, Second; 
11 they were moſt certain, they are not able to ren - 
$ happy when we Die, nor content whilſt we Lide; they 
ſerve to engender Diſeaſes, to provoke Conſcience, and 
v upon our Eſtates: They are Things beneath a Ra- 
Creature, not worth enjoying, nor even the: contend» 

TED 8 3 
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ing for: Now, _ there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos he 
our Hopes and our Fears; ſuch a monſtrous Diſpropa 
between our Loſs and our Gain, how is it poſſible for} 
to ſwerve more palpably from the common Didtamen 
Prudence than we. 1 
Theom. I tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is 2 
Flouriſh of Fancy. Tis a platonical Idea form'd at 4 
ſome Thouſands of Years ago, and wafted from beyond 
in our Smirna Fleet. 
Eudox. Could you prove your Aſſertion, my Fears w 
be at an End: I would laugh at my yum Frights, and 
with thoſe Flames I tremble at. I am not yet cloy'd 
Liberty, nor ſurfeited with Mirth ; nor am I b beſotted 
Pleaſures of Senſe, as to charge through Fire and Brin 
for their Sake: But you have granted to Exſebius, that 
very Point has no more Certainty, than that of the Exif 
of a Deity ; So that tho you name it a Fable; foro 
we know, it may be a real Story. | X 
Theom. But do you remember I told Euſebius, that: 
tering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would not d 
Turns, tho' we bridled our Paſſions, and bound up ou 
tite to Penance and Mortification : Now, if you ha 
ore an Argument, that can convey Conviction, imparti 
our ſelf, and ſtand to the Belief of Chriſtianity with! 
ution : But if you have not, and there be an Hell; am 
ing Faith, tho' waited on by all the Vertues of the moſtt 
Reeluſe, conducts you to Deſtruction, as ſurely as Debut 
ry : Of the Two give me therefore a pleaſant Life, 
wretched Eternity, rather than a miſerable Life, and 2 
rable Eternity; 2 of Two Exils I am for the leſs. 
Eudox. | confeſs, Il am at a loſs for ſuch an Argument; 
my Mind gives me, that Induſtry may make a Diſcovent 
ther for the one fide, or for the other: Tbat is, we Mi 
upon a Medium that will unriddle the Myſtery ; and * 
om. convince us, that all the Dreads and Terror 
Future State are Fiction and Impoſture, or that they 2 
Things; for if the Caſe ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tel 
to Timonize, and clap a:Satyr upon our whole Specie 
ſhould'break its Eſcutcheon, and throw its Titles of H 
upon Bears, Lyons, and Tzgers : For certainly Man wil 
mr and magnificent Prerogati ves of Reaſon, 0 
low the Level of the vileſt Inſect; becauſe his Lot * 
be Fear, and e e hts here ; and perchance 
tormenting Fire hereafter: Beaſts, poor Creatures * 


waſte their Spirits with the towring Pretenſions of Fla 
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dency 3 nor with the carking Appetite of having, nor 


the troubleſome Apprehenſion of loſing: Their Care 


er looks backward nor forward; their only Labour is 


ce againſt the preſent Neceſſity; they neither expect 


Advantage from the Future, nor any Misfortune; they 
e not to be better, nor fear to be worſe: They gently 
down the Tide of Nature, and ſail down contentedly 
the Current of Inclination : All their Pains and Pleaſure 
re with their Fife, and when their Taper is ſpent, and 
t within the Socket; they lie down to ſleep, and evapo- 
into Nothing : But alas! poor Man, is tantaliz'd with 
ant Dreams of a Future Felicity, and haunted with fright- 
pectres of Never-ending Miſeries ; yet according to your 
Theology, he is not able to diſcover whether theſe Things 
any real Being, but in Imagination: What is this but 
ng him on the Tenters ? But to ſtretch him on the Tor- 
? And to make his chief Privilege, Reaſon, ſubſervient 
Torment? There may be a God (ſay my an Hell, an 
en, and one only Saving Religion: If theſe Things are 
and we live, as if they were Halte, we are loſt: On the 
ſide, if they are falſe, and we check Appetite, and con- 
| our Actions to the moſt rigid Morality, we labour in 
and take pains to meet -with Diſappointment : But 
again, if they chance to be true; though we live piouſly, 
believe not ſtedfaſtly, our Bufineſs is done: We mult 
our Tents with the Libertines and Atheifts, and keep Com- 
with the unfortunate Fry of the Reprobate. Tis true, 
we believe without Doubts, a little Mortification of 
afſions, ſome Reſtraint upon Appetite might ſecure us; 
this (you ſay) is impoſſible, becauſe there are not to be 
I in Nature, Motives ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments 
firm Belief, either of a Deity or of Religion; ſo that in 
it of Fate, of Prudence and Vertue, poor Men muſt a- 
ze here under all the dreadful Convultions of Fear ; and 
ere be a God) under the Weight of his Revenge here- 
This is a murdering Doctrine Theomachus ; and if true, 
muſt conclude, that 8 2 Step-mother to Man ; 
bat God created him in his Fury ; that he grac'd. him 
Knowledge, to fit him up for Miſery : Let us rather 
ve may find ſome Thread, if we take the Pains to look 
tus, to guide us out of this 12 Labyrinth: We 
dive into Things, till we fall upon Certainty; and diſ- 
F whether Impoſtures lie on our Side, or theirs who o 
our Principles: But, Sir, I have (I fear) treſpaſs'd upon 
Patience, and perchance good Breeding alſo ; But PRA 
| charge 


/ 
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charge my Diſorder with theſe Failings; .and take an Ex 
for Attonement. | 


. . * « * 
x = , 8 x —ä— * * . 
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DIALOGUE IX. 


Evpoxvs unſatisfied with the Diſcourſe of TfzomAcays "Ne 
EUSEBILUS. N 


DOXUS return'd to his Lodgings wich an heavy Hz 
He gave Scope to his Fancy, which warm'd with 
Morning Diſpute, was become ungovernable : [tf 
from one diſmal Apprehenſion to another, till at lengt 
wandred into Hell, and drew out all the Terrors of 
wretched Region to ſcare him: The Contemplation of! 
Place of Torment, of Fire, Darkneſs and Deſpair, ſqus 
out Tears, Sighs and Lamentations. Woe. be to me, | 
he, when I die here to Pleaſure, if I live hereafter to E 
Pains : This may be my Fate, and certainly will be, if 
ſtianity be the only Saving Religion, and there be any 
niſhment for Infidelity : I ſay it will be; unleſs I lay 
both Doubts and Lew dneſs: This is an Affair of the big 
Conſequence ; it deſerves my Solicitude, and will re 
my Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever it turns. | 
therefore think of no other Bufineſs, till I have brought 
to = PP) Conclufion : By the Succeſs of this I multi 
or fall. INDIE b* | | 
The Reſolution was taken; but he ſoon found him 

an unknown Region, without Stars Map or Guide 0 
his Courſe by: He purſued Certainty, but knew not ing 

rt of the Globe it dwelt, or where to addreſs himſel 


* 


irection. Firft, he thought to fall upon Reading; 
Books, m_ the Product of Time and mature Thougith 
generally poliſh'd ; they tell us how far our Underſtis 
can go towards the Diſcovery of Truth; and leaving Wl 
tinencies behind, draw off the Spirits and Eſſence trol 
Subject: But then he was at a Puzzle about the Cha 
Bad Bobks (ſaid he) are as contagious as lewd Compi 
and (what is worſe) more frequent, and more affecting; 
they are ſet off with lnſcious Expratiions, and with qi 
Language, which carries down the Poifon with Flea 
Like Ladies, they never appear in Publick, but under 
Drefs ;- and care is taken to waſh over the Foulnels® 


Subject with a pleaſing Tarniſh ; A Man may 40 N | 


— —— 
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lity in the Stews, Temperance in Taverns, Honeſty in 
due, Meekneſs among Hectors, and the Belief of a God 
Atheiſts, as Chriſtianity among theſe wretched Pam- 
6. An ill. Subject well handled doubles the Danger of 
Ing it ; the Miſchief riſes with the Wit, and infects in 
rtion to the Art of the Author. In fine, he was toſs'd 
Reſolution to Reſolution, without knowing which to 
re on; till at length he reflected on Exſebius + Tis true, 
xd no Acquaintance with the Gentleman, but being ta- 
with his Mornings Difcourſe, he was ſatisfied of his Ca- 
7, and judg'd favourably of his Probity. Theſe Confi- 
ons made him break through all Difficulties, and the 
5 Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the defire of find- 
| Leniti ve, 
went therefore out of Hand to Euſebins's Lodgings, and 
pen the State of his Interiour ; he conjur'd him by all 
Sacred to lend his Aſſiſtance; and if poſſible, to cure 
Wound, himſelf had made: He ſpoke with fuch a Ve- 
ncy, that eafily perſwaded Euſebius he was in Earneſt ; 
his Suit was too juſt to receive a Denial, 
, ſaid Euſebius, you have addreſs'd your ſelf to a Perſon 
is perchance leſs able, than willing to aſſiſt you: I af- 
you of my Readineſs ; the Iſſue muſt anſwer for my A- 
„ Iam glad (pardon the Expreſſion) of your Diſtem- 
When we feel the Diſeaſe, Gate is Hopes of a Cure ; 
men we have no Senſe of our Condition, 'tis time to 
of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn, nor kick at Providence for 
painful Uſage : The Operation (no doubt) is ſharp, but 
al neceſſary : Health of the Body is not recover d with- 
un ; an Impoſthume calls for a Lance, and Oppletion 
hpalatable Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are appli- 
to Diſeaſes of the Soul : Whilſt Conſcience ſuffers De- 
ety without Murmur, without Complaint ; whilft we 
2 profound Peace within us, in the midft of Crimes, as 
3s of Innocence, we find no Inclination to reform: That 
Tranquility lulls us afleep, it keeps ferious Reflections 
Viltance, and perſwades our fooliſh Credulity, that no 
er threatens us, becauſe we apprehend none: But when 
ces fit uneaſie upon us, when Pleaſures gall us, when 
lity becomes ſulpected, and Lewdneſs it ſelf trouble- 
3, we begin to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the Pre- 
th the Future, to face our Hopes with our Fears, and 
elights of this Life with the Torments of the other: 
when we diſcover thoſe groſs Illufions we lie under, 4 
truggling with the help of God's Grace, will break 
1 through 


el have often (ſaid he) receiv'd Proofs of your Kindnelh 
never greater than this Morning: I have Iook'd into ny 
fince I ſaw you; and confeſs my Caſe would be delpt 
had I leſs than an Infinite Mercy to confide in: Some i 
Bufineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; but next Week Im 
turn, and adviſe with you about the grand Affair of u 


v— Y 
. SF. 
* 


ſpend their Lives in its Service : He could no more hel 
* 


the Danger; and nothing ſhall alter my Reſolution; # 


| had rather ftorm an Halt-moon, than aſſail Cuſtom, f 
Ceremony ; But he would not hear of my Propokitot | 


— 
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through all Impediments which interpoſe between us and 
Duty : Take therefore this Anguiſh of Mind as a Pledy 
God's Kindneſs, and of your Future n hr ; he ſtrilg 
his Mercy, as well as in his Juſtice; he heals when he v 
and ſpares when he puniſhes : Never defer the Sea 
Truth, nor faulter till you have found it: Slackneſj 
point of this Importance is always Cangetout, and ſometj 
mortal : When we refuſe God's kind Invitation; he 
chaſtiſes our Incivilities in Hagranti, and ſcarce leaves: 
ment between the Affront and the Revenge. When! 
ſome Years ago in Flanders, an Officer of my Acquaint 
ave me 2 Viſit ; he was one of thoſe, who make no I 
Gon between Religion and Faction; who jeſt at Faith, 


Church True he fought for, than that he fought ag 

He ridicul'd the one, and contemn'd the other; he treated 
rality ill in his Diſcourſe, but worſe in his Practice: I tha 
a little Warmth and Expoſtulation were juſtifiable on 
an Occaſion, and fo I took him up roundly ; I drew a 
lively Colours the Horrour of his Life, the ba 
of his Proceeding, and the Severity of thoſe Pains Gol 
repar'd for Libertines in the next World; together vid 
Ba that would fall upon his Head in this: He took 
of me, and retir'd to his Inn, but after Dinner he te 


vation. This is a Call from God (anſwer'd I) and perl 
it may be the laſt: The Campajene draws near ; and 
once you have taken the Field, you will neither be | 
your Time, nor your Life; your Employment chalk 

bat, and a Bullet may dif; ole of this before you are avi 
I am ſenſible (WHEN the Gentleman) of my Cale, 4 


be departed. He kept his Word, and within Ten Di 
turn d ; he paſs'd by my Lodgings, and told me be 
not fail after Dinner to wait upon me, and hop'd to br 
Bufineſs to an happy Concluſion ': Permit me, Sir, (ad 
attend you at your Inn: Tis much more eaſie to al 
Company, than to diſingage your ſelf : Men of your. 
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ze Company, and was on his way; when unfortunately ' 
et with a Friend, who invited him to a Bottle of Cham- 

He would not 9 of the Invitation; but the other 
d not be deny d: And ſo at length away they march'd 
der: One Bottle drew on another, and their Debauch 
| with the Night : In the mean time an Expreſs calls 
to his Regiment: The Neucb have taken the Field; and 
i march to watch their Motions: He returns home in 
be goes to the Campi and ſhortly after loſes his Life 
mtirk £ We may truly ſay, this poor Gentleman was 
Heaven 5 but God ſend the unhappy Rencounter of 2 
| did not put him out of the way! He was invited to 
ntance, he made a fair Advance; and (I may ſay) the 
eſs was almoſt finiſh'd, becauſe he ſerioully reſolv'd to 
ide it: But @ Bottle of Champaigne put in @ Demurrer: It 
ded the Execution; and then the ſudden March of the 
ps broke off the Negotiation: He went to the Field 2 
1, and in all probability dy'd one: As God:touch'd his 
; ſo he has ſoftened yours : Pray, Sir, let not Negligence 
the Favour, nor turn it into a Curie; Let it ſtand up 
u at God's Tribunal, 'as 2 Witneſs of Gratitude, not 
tinacy, I counſel you for ſome Days to withdraw into 
e of Retirement: Viſits will diſtract you, and may 
your pious Reſolution, if your Deſign takes air: If your 
anions learn you are going into another Intereſt; they 
ile an hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtandy; and 
h you come of with Victory, you will not get clear of 
Temptations - without Danger: I will willitigly wait 
bt into the Country, if you can pitch upon à conve- 


*, You will infinitely oblige me; My Houſe is but 
iles off; and if you'pleaſe;” we will rake Coach this 
= ng, | 4. TY. So ET SI) ; ; 65 Wh | 
Lam content, but I muſt excuſe my Departure to 
bus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and Cry after me; 
a5 me in the next Gazette. | POS 
ent him a Letter to let him know that a Bufineſs of 
ance requir'd his Preſence! in the Country ; that he 
iſpatch it with convenient Speed, and that the ſame 
it his Hands were rid of that Trouble, he would return 
lecute the Conference. Tbeomachus anſwer'd he was his 
alter ; that he might take his Time, and that he 
expect his Return with Pleaſure: They immediately 
dieb, and artiy'd at Endoxus's Houſe. 0 - bY $933% 9 
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UDO x US's Mother-receiv'd her Son with Tender 
She was a Lady of a Piety above the common 
lo 'd her Son, but could not diſſemble his Vic: 
often admoniſh'd him of the Danger he expos d his So 
and ſometimes. mingled Tears with gentle Reproots + 
his time was not yet come, and all her Admonition 
ſerv'd to heighten his O 1 Yet ſhe gave not 
She implor d God's Aſſiſtance in private, and: beſeech 
Mercy to ſtrike qut of this Rock ſome Tears of Repeni 
to recallithis/Prodigal, who had imbezell'd all his. T th 
of Grace, and wo; his Religion to. Proſtitute: : | hot 
Friends admir'd her Charity, and pity'd it. Once 21 0 
aſſuxr d her, that a Child of Tears would never periſh; 
took the Words for an Oracle, and fancy d he {poke by 
ſpiration: Though her Son's. Profaneneſs touch d her to 
uick, the Hopes of his Converſion _— her in Heart; 

the more he ran from Piety, the more 5 it. 
When Eadorui arri vd, ſhe read ſome Change in hi! 
dis Behaviour was more gra ve, his Looks more ſobe! 
all his Carriage breath'd an Ait ef Modeſty : At firit ibs 
Qed the Dice had run Cre und that the Cauſe of hi 


ancholy lay in the Pocket: Then ſhe fear'd be wu ”h 
mering out n Intrigue, or lay under the N "4 
cation of a crimiffal Diſappointment : But Eudoxus ſoo 


ted her Syffidions, by telling the Cauſe of his une 
Ari val 2 Bhe was Cort oh the News, and alma 
under the Exceſs : She gave Euſebius a thouſand 1 
and ſtil'd him her Son's good Ange: They were fittily 
ro Supper, when in comes Arioviſtus with another Geol 
The Lady was ſurpriz'd at the Arrival of ſo unexp* 
Gueſt ; his very fight drew the Blood to her Face, 1 
ſhe was Miſtreſs of her Words and Actions, {he co 
command her Reſentment : She fear'd leſt this imd 
Viſit might nip her Son's Reſolutions, and daſh in Tien 
Ho ſhe had of his Converſion : However, ſhe tot 
= Civility in the very Heat of her Diſturbance, and «ket 
BY her Concern: with an hearty Welcome. 
g But after upper ſhe took. Euſebius aſide, and enfe 


Fears with all the Energy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, ( 


. 


* 
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| ſend your Charity meet with Succeſs: I ſuſpect Arioviſtus 
s ſome ill Defign under the ſpecious Outſide of a Viſits 
that another Errand brought him here; befides meer Ci- 
; his Morals: run even with his Religion; he believes 
t fatters Pride, and acta whatever fawns upon Senſe z he 
upon one Principle, which is to ſtick at nothing, that 
with Intereſt, or gratifies Appetites. This Man firſt 
ſh'd Eudoxus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachus taught 
the Application: In fine, both have contributed to his 
udtion, and my Misfortune. . __ 3 
chin deſir' d her not to take the Alarm. 1 will find oc- 
i (aid he) to ingage Ariouiſtus in a Diſpute, 1 doubt not 
> Succeſs ; The Overthrow of the Maſter may work up- 
be Scholar. He may yield to theſe Reaſons, Arioviftus 
= ſure) will not be able to reſiſt. The next Morning. 
WP they fat together in the Parlour, Chance gave the cue 
dot Debate, that cover'd Arioviffus with Confuſion, and 
w with Glory. | | it} 
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DIALOGUE XI. 


D des neither conimand, nor permit us to confort to the Rz · 
L1610N of the COUN TR Y+4vbere de live. | 


HE Poſt hrought Endizze a News Letter foo Londen; 
"ch gave an Account of new Laws Enacted againſt 
Abf. | | 


v, This Act is worthy of that Great Aſſembly. I have 
A againſt the Procendin $;. but that it's too moderate; 
ndy ging 5 Beſides, methinks it ſhould have teach'd all 
ters ; for all being guilty of Obſtinaty; none ſhould 
mpt from Puniſhment; "5 
. How ? too Indulging ! What will you call Severe? 
ae diſſeiz d of their Birth-right, ſtrip'd of Property; 
pos d to the Inſolente of villanous Informers; and Catch- 
and after all, you complain of Moderation, Miſtake 
t dit, I neit arraign the Wiſdom nor the Juſtice of 
lament ; That 4uguft Body may have Reaſons unknown 
But I diſapprove Jour Perlechting Humour: Diſſen⸗ 
'* gur Fellow. Sul 5;the Relation deſerves Tender - 
. calls for ſome Compaſſlon.: Ide Barbarity to out- 
*lon at the Bar, or to inſult over a condemn Oe. 


W * 
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muony of Opinions ? This cements all' che Patty, {and 
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at Tyburn ; much more over Diſſenters; who for ought 
know, have no other Crime, but their Reli ion. 
Ariov, Let them conform, and they ſhall enjoy the Py 
Qion of the Government, and the Li —__ Eng liſbmen: 
if they take the Pet, and ſtray from the bliſh'd Won 
of the Realm; the Common-wealth muſt take Nota 
their Prevarication, and puniſh it: And as thoſe, who 
for the Breach of Laws, die deſervedly ; ſo they, wiz 
down their lives for any Religion Out-law'd by the Com 
wealth, are Malefactors, not Martyrs : They only paſithn 
one Puniſhment into another: Thouſands (Exſebius) us 
noniz'd here on Eatth, that will never be Sainted in 
ven: '' | n eee eren 
Euſeb. Hold Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be bleach'd 
monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It ſhould ; 
Quarantain in ſome Latarema; (methinks) it ſmellsralll 
Infection. Blaſphemy fits on every Syllable: What! 
you? Did St. Laurence and St. Stephen die like Criminal 
not their Names Regiſter'd in the Book of Life, 2 val 
in the Martyrologue ? Yet they died for a Religion 
demn'd by the Supreme Authority of Rome . 
would have you diſpute this point at the O Bu, be 
phemy is puniſh'd with Fire in this World, as wel 
the next. AMS en AY 
Ariov. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 
convince him: More Reaſon and leſs Paſſion are vl 
a Man of your Age and Character: Lou are on the! 


Sir 3 your Deportment ſhould be as cold as your Blood 9 
Four Paſſions as grey as your Head. I ſay, God mi U 
for Commerce, we cannot live on our own Fund; or 


barter' with our Neighbours ; and this Foreign Com 
dence is requiſite to furniſh our Happineſs : / Tb 
is impracticable, (I would ſay impotfible) unleſs lu 
lie under an indiſpenſible Obligation of obeying, 1 


riours have an uncontroulable Power to ordait 1 12 
Things, that are neceſſary. to ſupport and conſerve $01 = 
Now, what can be more neceflary than Uniöh, un. Co 


them into one great Body: It inſpirits the 860 Ach 
their defign'd Station: It combines their Inteteft z 
Conſequence their Endeavours: But Wien th 4 
divided, their Intereſts are ſeparated, and then the)! 
to FaQion:;-and hilft each Cubal drives dt Peipa, 
the whole Fabrick'of the Government Ad wien " 
falls into Confuſion, But of all Divifions, thoſe that 
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"The GENTLEMAN Iinzravermm 2 
n Differences in Religion have ever prav/d, the moſt Fa- 
Zeal has open d mare. Veins ca Cre 5 NS laid 


> more Provinces than Ambition: It has r oſe very 


& Avarice it ſelf untouch dz and ſet on fixe chole Relj- 


; Edifices, Impiety revered ; It has brought ſome Princes 
ie Scaffold, and others tp Abdicate ; 1s ne, new Sediti- 
break in upon the State with new Re eligzons, and the 3 
liſh'd Government is always ſtruck at, with the ERabliſh'd 
ich. Pretence of Piety leads the Van, but rd, Canon, and 
alion bring up the Rear. 112 : 
zing therefore God commands ü us to 1820 Scciery; hg 
| aponer 'd the Chief Magiſtrate with a full C ammiſſion , 
thoſe Laws, that are requiſite for the Fartherig this 
1 Now, nathing under Heaven ; hire more ne. 
than a Power to eſtabliſh Religion; ert God 
ara every Supreme Magiſtrate w. th [that Power ; : 
pee it; follows, that ever Nell ion ſettled by Law, binds 
ole who live under th 5 of 51 28 d by 
equence, I dare not excuſe any Diſſenter from HE fon, 
igainſt the Common-wealth and IST. 
a Word, we muſt conform our Belief to hat bras: Coun- 
dere we live ; nor, can any Pretence lat, 1 or 


lation exempt us from the Obligation: 2998 Th ayy * 


nthe: Joyner 5 


tore juſtly, pats | 
lone d Agen — the ee A wa 1 


hd 1 bt wh 216 are oY r 7 
hen they heard e, buy, Thea turn it 
lan, r 1 e icon is 
to wk op | ſuch pen ions 1 our Diſcourſe 
drank 12 u1 {erg gh nz 0 carriges that. 2 Com- 
tion, of Crime abe IF he very Naming : Like 
loug Maat ors,. Oe nk a the A an Kill at 
Execution * Itis almoſt EE. 0 diſſemble, than to ar- 


them; and the are ut 8 -whilſt they are re rov'd : 

eeing you have hung on. amon g the Audience, Pit 
re to. Pagen them an Antidote * ſay St. Ar 
2 Rebel, ah that he En by. Law, and conſe- 
tly by th th : abe Wand 


Leben the D 9 1 5 5 e fairly as 


ds of Juſtice: But this hellih Logick ar- 


out Bleſſed Saviour into, lion, and ſtigmatizes him 
\fonvifted Conſpirator 3. for Fertainl he died by Com- 
of the Magiſtrate: novation in Matters of Religion 
p. one part of the ba F againſt wa We Treaſon 

* N 10 Seen 11 STE bn 377 1 01 08 the 


5 ene To. 425 | 


. 


& 
4 
-A 


| 
* * 
3 


1 9 


” = —— TO — ——— — —— N 


238 Ihe G E N TI L E M AN Insravorts, 


the other. l ſuppoſe this horrid Inſolence lay out of of 
r Gentlemen 9757 Perſwaſion he ſhort-ſighted; 
hk fo taken u with rinciples, that the overlook li 
Remember, Si ir, we live under'a Pious Prince, and a Ref 
ing Parliament; ſo that I do not deſpair within * | 
to 1 „ re Laws are paſt againſt thoſe that 
pheme G as well as againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 
ee 11 an Apology, but Bab refufq w| 


it. 
Sir, (ſaid he). the Text is too plain to need a Comment; 
too horrid" to deſerve one: To excuſe Blaſphemy, "is bu 
«Hairs-breadth from defending ir The very ' bearing o 
Word abates the Hortour of the we : For no Offenen 
lefs deteſted, than thoſe that ate often ſpoken of: Beit 
have only lanc'd at an Inference; the Princi le is mote 
. Ap b; erefore muſt be boy ght to the Bar. I 
od commands us to conform rg t 53 "Religion of the 0 
G where we live ; and that ta NES: 5 Ar or 
lieve Nl fa is 'equally crimĩn 
Ariov wats 35s | : 
rg 5 Afſertion Uuiverkl'r 2 "FS 
Ariov, It akesin all Religions; : ic teaches al Nin 
well as all Apes: Fr 
Euſeb. Je perth Areledes comjinargh tis! AG r F: 3 
to deny Beet e Nen a 
Ke. Bt if Rübe calls we td H, Rome, or or 4 
commands me to feer a hot, and deere them In 0h 
1 muſt N riſe Is God:; ' but 95 þ briſk Gate nil 
over into Aſa, guſt den Y 1 b I mi 


there is OE add th Adonis 7 his = 
my Tito the Weſt, age inge m Alte; in 
ſwear the 770 bet into an Lo 15 his Mt 


Forgery: Bu if K iter towa „7 4 d ſet u ny 
land then I'muſt bow' to 7 0 05 045 Th 1 7 and pou * 


Oriſons to Madain Puj N A825 11 double th 9855 i 
1 0 n 


in at Coch; I muſt Ii proftfate 123 an 
A.iov. Well, and what bart ih All hs? 
Euſeb. Why truly, travekling will be Ebene, k | 
we ſet out, we mult prov out. Lyes with Aland! 
Pew o Religions 3 we mult n handſome Collect 
Aftrolabe's Quadrants, and Frei Sag, to Hud the! ; 
Longitude, and Latitude; for in your H "theſis, 
ticks muſt be oar Rule of Patt And © 2270 the No , 
of our Credibility. This is a pretty Syſtem, a and the 
vantage of Nove ty to recommend it ; 1 ha ve often - 


F 
# + 


The GENTLEMAN Insrzvcllh. © 279 | 


hes try d by Scriptare, Tradition, and Reaſon '; durto com- 
bo Difference by Logarithms, Sinus, and Tangents, is ex- 
rdi The Invention is worthy of your Wit, and of 
ſame Fa with your Pietyr: 12 good time you may im- 
e the Diſcovery, and find! out the True Religion (as 
jo true Guinea) by the Weight; enen 
gt if in Englant Tranſubſtantiation be falſe; Sedan be true 
ence, Spain, and Italy; and if in Euope, our Bleſſed Sa- 
t be real God; all che Power of the Grand Selgnior can 
tum him into à meer · Man in Ha: In fine, if Ia bomet 
Im in the Meß, how can he be 8 — in the 
For Truthi ĩs no Trinimet, 4k will ade ſtand on both Sides 
e Contradiction 10 01-464Þ66 35! 9: T1901: 3:55 
evident Wee that Gud end u e to believe a 
hood, either in England, or bey6nd: Sea gen e and . A 
is Authority to perſwage i 8 25 He threat 8 
e, and 2 — Heaven, if Þeonfornm. In England, 2 


er ring Fran —_ ata Wi meer Fiction; the Pro- 
[ — Spawn of Superſtition g but this Tra- 
onour carries Damnat ibn wich it at Nome; here I 
— Tranſubſtantiation is a v * Thing; and ſo flie 
e Face of my on Evidence. therefore in your 
ion paſſed for an Act highly Morit6rions, id eſs, a ſcan- 
Crime for a moſt edifying"Vertde.' What mad Noti- 
o jou frame of God ? You level hith with Oates, and 
"qu below 'Bedloe : Vou ſeem to acknowledge 4 Deity 
y to make him capable of Contempt and Infamy : 
Nr — me z I'neither- impeach Gad of Forge · 
r Impoſture gj 1 do Us queſtion his Veraciey⸗ nor ſquint 
his Nocken 1 only licks He commands me to be 
teſtant in Eagle da Fapiſt at Rome; te belſbve Chriſt 
Min Kin 5 Cnet Court, und that be is a meer Man in 
15 ; but he does not engage his Word bor T Ind of 
133A ng 219. Ane Of. br naaa! | 
15 1 I ſuppoſe, he commands oy ta profeſs Whig- 
n the Anftetdaes Cage Hose, id's no; age Vackion with 
on, and fhroud Infidelity un er Hypoctifie :' For look 
vir, vou cannot pofſibly believe the Articles of the 
ch of Rome True; without pronounciry thoſe of the Church 
and Falſe; For theſe: 2 gatives of the other; if 
commands you to cho n with the Clithate: he 
ande you to play the Hypocrite on one ſide of the Wa- 
which is a Crime againff the Firſt Principle 8 of Reaſon, 
n no more be commanded by God, ln ms by 
Fer ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque 1 1 


s 1 4 eligion; 


ö 
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Religion's and by | Conſequence on the Author and ( 
re n, e + 12 eee 
But again, if God commands me to be à Proteſtant in 
in Europe, engages his Word fora Falſity ; for the Chu 
England maintains the Articles of her- dlinf wide-renl 
the Church of Rome ſays the ſame, in Defence of hen 
the Mabortetan Congragenay ilaye all its Impoſtures oy 
velatien: When. therefore God commands. ydu to beat 
ſtant," d Muſſelman, he commands yon to bel 

has reveal'd the particular Tenets of theſe Secta, and 
quently avauches for the Truth of them: For Ahaten 
reveals, muſt be True: So that to oblige you ta belipn 
has reveal d ſuch. a. Points huchto engage his: Wotd fa 
Truth of ity is one and the ſame Thing; Naw; the pan 
Tenets.of theſe Churches croſs upon one another, and 
fore all cannot Nane whence it fallow, 

A 


God engages his Authority for e, and pawns his e 
ty for a Falſehand ; L ſiſject his Sanctity to a V all 
we all bluſh at, thongh we all commit it, and even le 


with Knights efctheſ. alk... 1G 21-00 5 164 NN 181 
Moreover, iff Chriſt be a meet Man, hom can Gol 
mand Chriſtians to adore him ? And if he be God, bot 
he forbid the Tier ks, Neſtoriant, and Arians to pay him! 
mage due 10 his Divinity? God can no more ſtrip binkl 
bis Sovereignty, than of hie Being: He ran al ſoon 
Creature into his T rone, as make over his IT itle 10 Add 
on: Ina Word, either Mah can joffend, or he cannot; 
cannot, let him bid farewel t0,all Religions, and abe 
of Morality ; let him model hie Action by K jewre, Uh 
Faith by -Protegeras 2 But iffhe Can ofſfend; hat c 66 
directly with all Laws Natural and Divine, than Idol 
If this Spiritual Inceſt be Innocent, what. can be Cri 
and if God can command fo facrilegious an Action, ww 


he forbid 2 - C13 TIL 803 21 Aang! 4 
ſaw himſelf in the Toll, 


9 * * 
S TE 


Arioviſtus Was ,pinch'd,, N x 
knew not how to diſingage himſelf; his /Cancern flen® 
Face, and every Poffure ſhew'd Unesſineſs, and. 
Come, Sir, (ſaid he at laſt to Luſebius wich A fore d San 
have miſtaken my Errand, I came not td Diſpute, but 
Merry ; let Arguments give place to a Bottle, it's mn 
factory to ſes the Bottom of a Glaſs, than of a Cn 
and to drain Bumpers, than Controverſies: We have 
firſt Heat, it's time to robubb. 

x i'r abs 4 +34 oth 1 2 5 : 3 8. T1 6 £245 6.97 4.588 
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The GENTLEMAN Insrzversy. 281 
B. Lou Latitudinarian Gentlemen are ſtrange Creatures; 
teftor Religion and Piety with ſuch a daring Confidence, 
you are out of the Reach of an. Adverſary, that one 
d (wear both Senſe and Reaſon had embrac'd your In- 
: But when 3 a Blow, you retreat to Jeſts ; 
parry againſt Proofs with Railleries, and 12 Laugh- 
> Reaſon': To be plain, you miſplace your Paſſions, you 
when you ſhould tremble, and laugh when you ſhould 
Had you any Apprehenſion of a God; you would 
| thoſe Flames, that his Eternal Juſtice has prepar'd be- 
to burn, not to conſume Blaſphemies; theſe hideous 
ts of Prophaneneſs and Impiety would be Pain and Pe- 

to you; Lou lay ſuch deſperate Commands to his 

ve 2s fit him rather for Contempt, than Veneration ; 
nake him more worthy. of Horrour, than Adoration: For 
ur Divinity be Qrthodox ; he abets Lies, commands J- 
ry, and perſwades Perjury ; and ſo Man's Vices make 
e Roll of his Perfections; and we muſt revere in him 
all Human Laws puniſh in u. enn 4 
0. You are dis{pos'd for a touch of Polemicks: But if 

re above the Laus of Decency and Breeding, I am not: 
le not to turn Clown for Company; I have too much 

&t for my Lady to be clamorous in her Preſence; and 
it ac gentile to Duel; as to Diſpute before her; Beſides, 
e upon Theological Niceties, unneceſſary to be known 
le Learned; and impoſſible to be underſtood by the 
ar ! 144 4t 4 a9 737 ' £47 SEO 


Tp „em 21 ern 001 
„(ſaid the Lady) let no Ceremony break off the Con- 
e; We ſtand not here upon Grimace, or Refervednels ; 
hough we did, your Defeat will attone for your Rude- 
To be plain, I am impatient to ſee your Vanity laſt'd-; 
ride diſciplin'd, and your rhodomontading Genius pe- 
d with Confuſion. How often in my Houſe have you 
al) made a Practice, but a Boaſt of Prophaneneſs, and 
ded the Crime, by committing 2 2 ? Tou have 
gon d thoſe Gentlemen that durſt ſtand up in Defence 
« ny _ daub'd them _ cher Jud es of 2 
ad Superſtition ; you queſtion their Judgments, and 
d them Fools, * n. not ſwallow daun al Relie 
and bluſter'd with impoſing an Aſſurance, as if it were 
ie to defend Libertiniſm, as to abet it. Sir, you are in 
of an Adverſary ; look him in the Face; ſtand your 
ind, and defend your Principles, or condemn then hy an 
, that your Repentance may be as publick as rar <4 
: prog 6 WY 0:83 D978 ' +405 ab 
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283 The GENTLEMAN Insraversy, 
dal: Your Honour is at Stake, and there is. no My 
tweena Victory and an Overthrow. +; 
This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpeRed u 
ſoon rais'd a Tumult in 4rioviſizs's Breaſt ; Shame, l 
and Revenge broke looſe ; and fan'd his Reſentment i 
an beighth, that it almoſt ſtifled his Reaſon : He rollf 
Hundred Thoughts in his Head; and almoſt as many} 
lutions; yet he could not fix on any: To retaliate; wy 
only unmanly, but alſo uncivil; for though a Lady 
below a Man's Anger, ſhe is below his Revenge: to 
off the Diſpute was diſhonourable ; and to baffle ] 
was difficult: However, at laſt having balanc'd bi 
with his Hopes, he concluded his Reputation would 
leſs by rr ay the Diſpute, than flying it: Farthoy 
ſebius might foil him with Reaſon, he thought himſelfi 
rior at Raillery ; which oftentimes even Men of Partzm 
for Wit, and receive for Reaſon. At leaſt he had-fowl 
on Experience, that Naiſe in Diſputes ſtands for EU 
and that theſe carry off the Honour of Conqueſt in thel 

nion of the Audience, who (| —— loudeſt, not who dis 
beſt: Theſe Conſiderations ſway'd him to accept of 
N ; Wherefore turning himſelf fr to the Lal 

Madam, (ſaid he) I thought I ow'd your Charad 
Perſon-ſome Reſpect, but ſeeing you are pleas'd to. 
the Debt, I ſhall' ſuperſede the Payment, I perceive: 
rence is ſometimes unacceptable, and Civility clown 
will therefore for the Future take my Liberty, and 
ſtand off in Reſtraint or Ceremony. 

Theu addreſſing himſelf to Euſebius ; Sir, continu dh 
miſunderſtand me: 1 mean not that Gad commande 
conform to the Religion of the State where we live. N 
permits us only; like the Royal Eagle, he preys on Hd 
theſe he requires ; So that if we bye, bonour, and ol, 
we keep up to the very heighth of his Commands. ne 
mits all exteriour Ceremonies, though vain, ſupetill 
and wicked; a good Intention ſndiifes. an ill AGiog 
the |» my of our Hearts compounds for the Em 
sur Worſhip: In fize, Sir, God looks on all the Failum 


our Underſtanding as pure Miſtakes, not Crimes 5 and . 
he cannot approve, he pities. ' 55 1. > : +7 4Y 


_ - Ewſeb. I underſtood: you before, nad 2 Fe thend you a 
ſent: Lou draw the Theſis into d leſs Compal and! x 
God's Command into à bare Permiſſion ; ideft, | have I. + 
you from: one Retrenchment, and you are clap'd bebisd e 1, 


ther 5 but this is no more tenable, than the Fife alfa 
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The GENTLEMAN Insraversy. 283 
e forcid to ſurrender. Tell me; does God permit all 
nnn AWC 2 re ec: | 
w, All that are; or ever were in the World. | 
. All? That Man m—_— deſerves Damnation, that 
d no Religion to his Goaſt; But do no Actions out- 
r 093 967-14, 27 EA J 
ifus made a Pauſe; and ſeem'd at a-loſs for an An · 
He ſaw what Cuſebius drove at; and that he only coa- 
he main Queſtion, to draw him into an Ambulſcade, 
id he, your Qgere is captious; and though ſome are 
pinion, that Vertue and Vice are. rather Names than 
2s ; yet I condeſcend ſo far, as to grant that Murders, 
gemies, and Adulteries flie at Nature, and are in a 
dbrious and literal Senſe, criminal and opprobrious. 
„ God, I ſuppoſe, permits not theſe unnatural Abo- 
ions; if he has no Puniſhment in reſerve for ſuch *. 
| Offenders, under-rate Tranſgreſſors may expect a Ro- 


. God difapproves ſuch hideous Enormities, as ſhame 
and even-entrench ypon Breeding ; they deſerve 
nd vill Gel itt unleſs Repentancs appeals Divine | 


5 Why then this Bermiſſion ie no more Uni verſal, than 
mmand ; for if God's Permiſſion comprehends not 


of 0 


WT that afuil Nature ; it takes not in thoſe Religions 
| e off 


p 


inſult Nature in the very act of Worſhip. Stri 

atalopue, the Religion of the Mexicans, who to honour 
God, broke through all the Natural Laws of Juſtice, 
loneſty: For they frſt invaded the neighbouring Pro- 
with Fire and Sword; and then rip'd open the Breaſte 
enty Thouſand Capti ves upon the Keri ious Altars of 


* 


barbarous Divinities, and by 2 r letamorphoſis 
pie into Piety, and worſhip'd God, by prophan- 
arure, iat ri Rua en bar 2407 
2 Cuperſtition of the Pernvians lies open.to the ſame Ex- 
n: Theſe ſavape Idolaters dy'd the Earth with the; 
g Gore of Human Sacrifices, and polluted their Tem- 
th-unnatural Proftitutions ; they traip'd up Youths for 
lewd ah 5 and hallow'd their moſt Religious Rites 
the mo flaming Abominations : In a Word, Nature 
le what their impure Gods commanded, and Human 


Purge with Fire the moſt eſſential Acts of their, Re- 
ans „ SL we. . | 1 : ; 


; 3 3 9 i -* iin 
leave America, and ſhi for A, we ſhall meet with 
de Vices; tho” the People are more civilia d, they are 

f | | of W P not- 


| 


rather im the orment, than Death 
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284 - The GENTLEMAN Ineravcran, 
not leſs brutal. The Thracians, Huns, and Pbæniciant worl 
their Deities, by worrying their own Species, and ſ% 
their Piety on Murders and Cruelty. In Aſrica the $y 
tion of the Casthaginians” was more formidable than 
Arms; and their Prieſts were more cruel in their Tex 
than their Generals in the Field: They lock'd Poor li 
in the glowing Statues of Saturn; and 2 their Dey 

f Innocents; - The 
Egyptians drown'd their Reaſon in Honour of Mars; an 
proſecuted their Devotion with Clubs and Swords;;' 
was judg'd the moſt: Zealous, who had the leaſt-of 
and mott of # Butcher. t. busse 19 © 


age 3 


Heads, were doom'd to expoſe their. Honour, and to 
the Temple of Venus with the Spoils of their Chaſtity 
that thoſe infamous Religions branded Honeſty with la 
they ſtigmatiz d Continence, ennobled Lewdneſs. il 
l E-bluſh at the very Thought of the Rites of Ven the 
than, where Women were ordain'd Prieſts by the molt 
dalous, and outragious Acts of Luft ; and conſecrat 
Adulteries : They were Strumpets before they could bt 
lified for Prieſthood ; and deſerv'd. Bridetvell to be. fit 
Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Religions come riot within ine 
of Permiſſion: For how can God permit thoſe Actioꝶ 
Men condemn; and Debauchees bluſh at; that ſtartie 
and confound Wickedneſs ? He muſt take Notice ol 
normities, or renounce Sanctity; he miſt puniſh the 
let fall his Claim to Juſtice : In five, he muſt! mais 
Character. The Atheiſt, who denies; God, is leſsc is 
than he who worſhips him with Murders, and Forsicati 
Ariov. God permits not thoſe. Religions that afra 
ture, and diſcard the Firſt Principles of Reaſon: When 
ples become Slaughter houſes, and Prieſts Butchers; 3 
the Stews are Conſecrated, and Adulteries Canonit 
time * ſy" from ſuch Congrega tions. 
_  Euſeb. You ſound à Retreat: Pirſt God .commadd 
- Contorm to the Religion of the Country where we 
then you turn'd his' Command into a Permiſſion; and 
you reſtrain this: Like the Parthians you-fight in 50% 
treat, and place your Safety in your: Heels : | But u 
dient will not anſwer Expectation: I have you in! 
and will not leave the Chace, till I have gither run dos 1 
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d threaten Death, unleſs — abjur'd Chriſt for Vzili- 
would not God on fo preſſing an Occafion, permit you 
brue your Hands in Human Sacrifices ? ode res.) 
4, No Man living in a noble way fears Death Teſs than 
If; I would come into the World meerly to make an 
ſome Exit: Yet I would not part with my Life for a 
ony ; My Belief is not untractable; it can bow upon 
fons, and connive at thoſe Things it does not approve : 
is not Impious, is always Lawful'; and therefore I 
— cher upon an Exigency Conform, than Die. The 
ſure there are Antipodes, I would not like that fooliſh 
bp, maintain the Truth at the Expence of my Blood; 
vould be to trifle away Life; and is rather a Demon- 
on of my Folly, than of the Roundneſs'of the Bartl. 
uld Montezuma command me in his Dominions to ab- 
brift, I ſhould teverence bis Orders: For the Supreme 
bate's Will is the Law of the Subject: But whether I 
Wt: in Conſcience eſpouſe his Religion is a Caſe worth 
ne ſober Reflections: For Life is a tender Thing; Sel 
tration has Charms; and the unexperienc'd Condition 
paration is a very lawful Pretext to ſtay in the World: 
fired or baſtonadoed hence is'a painful Operation, and 
not oblig*d to ſuch a troubleſome Removal. 
fides Life (I conceive) was given us for noble Ends; 
herefore we muſt not part with it out of a Bravado : If 
and, and leave our Colours without our great Maſter's 
e we ſhall pay for our Deſertion, and meet with a worſe 
ome from an angry God in the next World, than from 
arous Emperour in this. Seeing therefore I may give 
Heart to God, whilſt I offer Human Sacrifices to the 
an Idol; I may rather conform; than die for Diſobedi- 
For he, who forces, commits the Sin (if the Action be 
mul) not he who oheys by Compulſion. rue 
e Company ſtartled at this ſtrange Divinity : Amaze- 
tied their Tongues; and Horrour run mon every 
At laſt it's well (cry'd Fuſebius] we have both Scrip- 
to appeal to, otherways we might be puzzled by the 
dence of thoſe, who' treat Goodneſs unhandſomely by 
ce, and unchriftianly by defending their Exceſſes: Thee 
ners are ſo bad, that nothing can be worſe, but the Wit 
-onfidence they employ to excuſe them. I ſee; (conti- 
Keſcbiut) you mbaſure Man's Perfections downwards, 
dps him more reaſdnablo, the leſi he acts with Reaſon. 
ares Leveller in Morality as well as in Religion, and 
no Diſtinction between Vice and Vertue ; ut at wo * 
w1 
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with an extatick turn of the Heart, you transform one in 
other: This is Direction of Intention with a Witne 
Man that can juggle the moſt flagitious Cimes into | 
muſt be born under a very unfortunate Star to milcaryy, 
may dip your Hands in Blood, plunge your Body ih 
very Sink of Lewdneſs, and with a. ſafe Conſcience m 
ver your Soul to the Devil; an Omnipotent Caſt o 
Heart rectiſies all; a good Intention attones for a bad om 
But why did ou Juſt now exempt from the gener] 
miſſion of thoſe Religions, that in the Act of Worſhip 
Nature ? For you may tutn your Heart to God every; 
well, when your Life is ſecure; as when it's e tt 
that if Direction of Intention ſalves Conſcience on ſons 
caſions, it may on all: Do not Murders, Cruelties, and 
unnatural Luſts turn upon Nature when my Life liest 
as well as when it does not? Do they jar with Reaſon 
I hazard Nothing, and fawn upon it when I riſque All! 
; tainly Sins of this black Dye vary not with Circunk 
| they change not their Nature as the Cameleon does hi 
| our ; their Blackneſs lies in the Complexion, not g 
Fancy ; they are always the ſame; id eſt, odious to Gu 
abominable in the fight of Men. 5 
You ſay Life was given us for noble Ends, and the 
muſt not be flung away, either in a Pet, or Brayado! 
true, but then what can Imagination frame more Noble 
Sublime ; than the Defence of God's Honour; and out 
Nature? Than to vindicate the juſt Rights and Prerogi 
of Vertue from the illegal Uſurpations of Vice? Thek 
izes are worthy of a Man; it's more glorious40 > 
F fuch = Cauſe, than to conquer in the Field. When v8 
ice our Lives for him who gave them, our Seca 

be pleaded to Advantage, not only in the next World 
alſo in this. No Action is truly Glorious, that is-ndt \ 
ous ; and therefore your Cæſars and Ales anders in {pits 
Trophies are Infamous in the fight of God; their In 
3s laught at by the Angels, and their Ambition ſevere) 
EE niſh? the ProteQor of Orphans; and juſt Ange | 
. pils: They had 4 great but Pride. and Foy 3 
4 ' Glory ſprung from Plunder, and their Renown. from 
ter/; but 1 they deſerve Praiſe. for xanſackipg; Cite 
overturning Kingdoms, and invading Empires, wel} 
Panegyricks of Plagues; raiſe Triumphal Arches fe bin 
and erett Statues to Hurricans : or laundations: In 4 

we lire meerly to ferve God; this is our End nd 
One : Taſſion indeed, or Diſcontent are ill Diſſes 


i 
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then Libertiniſm is a dangerous Motive to live: Our 
&dience is no leſs Criminal, when we refuſe to quit our 
pon Command, than when we abandon it without Or- 


purchaſe Breath at the Expenſe of Conſcience z- and 
nly we forfeit Innocence, when we commit, or abett 
ts or Adulteries z and by Conſequence, a Man muſt 


Nature, and Rebellion _ its Author. 200553 

, I ſuppoſe, the noble End you propoſe to your ſelf, 
vin out Life, as long as the Thread will reach; to 
Nature to its utmoſt, and not to venture one finple 
but upon good Security of Pleaſure : You had rather 
it in the Service of Venus, than of Vertue ; rather con- 
by Inches, and paſs through a Courſe of Phyſick, or 2 
ing · Tub into the next World, than to be-Well one Mo- 
and Dead the next: If you call this a Noble End, you 


at a loſs to aſſign an infamous one: In ſhort, you are 


und Extra vagance : The Amendment is ridiculous and 
into the Bargain. TY 4. | | 
fus ſaw he had ſpoke his Mind too frankly, before an 
ice unacquainted with ſuch Libertine Principles, and 
dre he very nicely confeſs'd, he had hitherto play'd the 
vir, (ſaid he to Euſebiug) though ſome abett the Do- 


than a Truth: I cannot commit a Crime to ſave my 
nor even purchaſe Life at the Price of Murder, or A- 


and exempted from the general Permiſſion. 
. I muſt own you have made an handſame Retreat; 
we given a pretty Turn to a monſtrous Principle ; bur 
> Future, pray remember, that to blaſpheme in Jeſt, 


en to Day upon the Blunder. 

Ps They are, 1 n 92 | «1 
Remember your Conceſſion, for by and by we ſhall 
l all the Idolatrous Worſhips of the Old World, toge- 
ith thoſe of the New: The Roman, Grecian, and old 
 Polytheiſm will no more paſs Muſter, than that of 
er Peru, Fupiter, Apollo, Mars, Fuse, and \Minerow 


We are diſcharg'd of the Duty of Living, when we 


ith Life, when he cannot keep it without Treaſon a- 


d into your Firſt Errour, and only defend it with a 


| have deliver'd, yet it diſpleaſes me: I cannot cloſe. 
uch wild Ideas of Religion, and rather propos'd em as 


/; and therefore I freely grant, that thoſe Religions, 
joy Abominations in their Rituals and Liturgies, are out- 


u in Earne&. All other Religions at leaſt are Stanch, 
not? 1 put this patties to avoid Miſtakes, for we - 


s kick'd out of their Temples, as well as * 
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nn 
imes the Sharper ; he turn'd Poſ- Boy upon afions, a 
Cut-Purſe e And to ſhew the World — could ſtoop to 
eſt Crimes, as well as the meaneſt Employments, he 
p for 2 * a Pander, and Procurer. Apollo may be ſaid 
than his Father, only becauſe he was not quite ſo bad: 
Imours were without Number, as they were without 
: The Heathen Theology. ſeems to have drawn in this 
the Picture of a perfect Beaw ; for it allow'd him ſome 
more Beauty, a World of Impudence, but no Conſcis 
Theſe were Divinities of the Firſt Claſs 3 majotum Gen- 
Gods of yrs and Figure ; in fine, of the Upper 
And yet Partiality it ſelf, would not have cleared 
at any Bar : I except the Right of Ignoraniut Furies; 
Crimes found Mercy, and Innogence Halters. E- 
Deities Ofprizx and Anubis were of the ſame Stamp 6: 
vere neither better, nor more Ancient; than thoſe of 
nd Greece. 1 | | 5 Sx 91 13 ee . 
Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as an Zee. 

8 Independent Being; we cannot clap in with à Roman, 
or Egyptian Congregation ; nay, nor with any Idola- 
, that is, or ever was in the World: For they tell 
dd is a Man, a Woman; a Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile, 
Red-Cloth : But it's evident theſe poor Creatures can 
0 Right to Eternity, much leſs to Independence 3 
Ire had I liv'd in theſe blind Ages, when Serpents 
upon Altars, and Monſters invaded Temples, I could 
irate my ſelf before them z I muſt have proteſted a- 
the Impiety, and rather have fallen by the Magiftrate's 
than have paid Obedience to his Law. | 


in, God will be worſhip'd as I»fnitely Holy + How then 


fall proſtrate before an inceſtuous Fupiter, a tbievi 
va bloody Mars, a peeviſh Juno, or a proftitute Venus 
mes entertain no Commerte with Sanctity; their 
Hell, not Heaven 3 and the Criminals rather deſerv 
and Tortures, than Adoration. Does. he adore G 
00 Holy, who ackriowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murs 
felony, and even of thoſe Offences that fright and 
Nature ? That put to the Bluſh, not only the Mode- 
he Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of the Guil- 
Ene, that infe@ Hell, and plague the Damned? | 
eover, God requires to be honour'd as a Being Infinitely. 
7 what Rule therefore can you; with thoſe of Cors- 
I and believe He is an he? With the Romans, Greciani 
other Idolatrous TI of the World, He is 4 
tatue ? Or with the a Egyptian, He ig aun 
| | Omon, 
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Onyon, à Wolf, a Crocodile 2 Some of theſe fantaſtical I 
are even void of Senſe, much mote of Reaſon: ; a 
Men Divinities have left Poſteriry no other Marks they 
Rea ſon but their Crimes: We know they ſome Vi 
the enormous Abuſes of it; their Wiſdom had a ſmall} 
it went no farther, than to lay Snares for fond Boys, 0 
fimple Girls: Seeing therefore all the Idolatrous Wi 
that ever was in the World, fince the Birtf of Pohle 
this very Moment, claſhes with thoſe Notions wide 
God will be adored, - you can no more join with any 
trous Congregation, than with its Crimes. It remaim 
fore,” that God's Permiſſion is no more Univerſal, f 
Command and though at firſt you were pleas'd to a 
it to all Religions exce Two or Three, you muſt not 
the Tables and exclude all but Two or Three. 801 
conclude, that great Principle, we muſt conſorm to the Ri 
thoſe Countries where «ve live, is not only notoriouſly Falk 
alſo ſcandalous to Extravagance- „ Ben) e 
Ariov. Xow fanſie I am run 8 Ground, and that you 
wounded my Principles beyond Recovery: But ſtay} 
have been upon the Ramble; and miſtaken your Way? 
reaſon upon a'falſe Bottom; for you ſuppoſe' Heathen 
ſnip'd Creatures, and paid Homage to Statues ; Wl 
moſt certainly they ador'd'the True God undef thoſe k 
Reſemblances; nor can you reaſonably preſume the 
ſhip'd Men, Statues, or Beafts, unleſs you Tuppol 
Fools, to make them impious. I might then with 
Conſcience adore Jupiter, 


Apollo and Venus, at: Rome; and 
now (were I in the Indie) bend before Ran, or in 
fore Zacas+ For thoſe viſible Objects are but dark my 
or different Names of God Bleſſed: for evermore. Tho tit 
God commands me to adore him, as Eternal, Indeferi 
finitely Holy, and Infinitely Wi ; he has not determin'd 
what Name: 'Tho''we call him Fupiter, Mars of n 
ſcorns to formalize : If Ram, Zacas or Amidas; he will i 
A great Name adds not a grain to his PerfeRions, 50 
by ve eee diminiſh them. In fm, Reaſon k 
us his Nature, but his Name we learn from Cuffenj 
this will vary till you bring all Languages 10 their Pri 
Unity: So that; methinks, you have 211this while fin 
with 2 Shadow, or fenc'd with a Nothing: [You baz! 
z ſottiſh Idolatry in your Brain, meerly to'deRfoy it. 
2 Wits often miſtake the Quęſtion, as well as great! 

eads: Like ill-bred Spaniels, they rum at Cheek en 
Scent ; fluſh their own Fancies for their Ad a 


e 
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and cry Victory, when they have handſomely laſh'd 
n Erro. dus eit nn . 

4, Becauſe juſt now I put you in Mind of ſome Miſtakes, 
nſured ſeverely a Vom of Shuffling that runs through 
ur Diſcourſe, you very fairly cruiſe for Repriſals, and 
| fain bring me in Guilty of the ſame Over-fight, I have 
y prov'd upon you: Believe me, Sir, I have not ca- 
in the Air. I aim'd at your Principle and have hit it; 
u are ſenfible enough I am come up to the very Point 
hate ; and ſo ſtart a new Queſtion, either to entangle 
r to delude the Audience. But I intend not to wade 
this Controverfie, whether the Pagans adored the Tyue God 
the Shape of Jupiter, Apollo, &. Doctor Stillingfleet main- 
they did, but all impartial Men wiſt'd he had em- 
his Talents on a more defenfible Subject; for-certain- 
Reputation ſuffer'd in the Enterprize, and he had 
Wd more Judgment in ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, than 
Wit, in treating it ſo little to the Purpoſe. = 

verer, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in my Way, 
t take ſome Notice of it; not that the Iflue of our pre- 
iſpute depends on the Decifion of this Queſtion ; but 
ſe 1 am reſolv'd to give you full Satisfaction. I fay 
That the Heathens did not adore the True God, under the 


b, that a Man muſt ſhut his Eyes to overlook it: Dii 
nt ab Æterno, ſed ita eorum quiſquis natus eſt; ut nos naſcimurs 
ds (ſays Athenagoras to the Gentiles) are not Eternal, they 
bern, as we are: And Min. Felix laughs at the Pagans 
boring thoſe: as Gods, who were born and died like 
Manifeftum eſt homines illos fuiſſe, quos & 'natos legimus, &. 
ſcimus. St. Cyprian de Idol. Van. proves they were not 
becauſe they had been We Deos non eſſe, -quos colit 

fuer um + And when ſome Gen- 


bine notum eft + Reges enim 


r) had the Impudenee to deny they worſhip'd any 
Arnobius confutes their wretched Evaſion, and proves 
upon them, they really adored Men, though they 
d to on the Folly, lib. 11. cent. Gent. Vos bominem tinl- 
tis? Non unum vel alium? Non innumeros alios ? Qin imo 
mes, quos in Templis veſtris mortalium fuſftuliftis ex numero, 
Aeribuſue donaftis ? Et infra jam profetto diſcetis quibus 
paribus, quibus matribus fuerint procreati; qua in vegione 
144 gente, que fecerint, egerint, pertulerint. But to put an 
the Controverſie, take'a Turn to the Capital, and you 
e what Opitiion the 0 had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutri- 


of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, &#e/ and this is ſo manifeſt 


to delude thoſe Chriſtian Arguments they could not 


** 
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more; this will not better your . Cauſe, nor prejudice 
For ſtill, it's as clsar as plain Fact can make à Thing, 
when they worſhip'd him under the Shape of Jupiter, 
clap'd upon his Infinite Sanctity Rapes and Adulteries: 
; impeach'd him of Robberies under the Notion of 
„of Cruelty under that of Mart, &c. Nay, th 

d him of all Wiſdom under the Figures of Beaſts, and 
of Senſe under thoſe of Onyons, Fire, and Water. If there- 
e are oblig d to adore God as a Being Eternal, Indepen- 
Infinitely Holy, and Infinitely Wiſe ; you could not believe, 
orſhip God, as the old Heathens did, nor can you ga 
to any Pagan Society that now is, either in the Zaftor 
dies : For though they do 2 the True and In- 
God, under viſible and material Images, yet they 
e him with a thouſand Impertinencies, deſtructive to 
Notions under which he commands Worſhip! So that 
uſt reform your Tbeſin and daſn out of the Univerſal 
fon, not only two or three, but two or three thou- 
1 Eftabliſh'd in the World by Cuſtom, and 
un d by all the - of Force and Authority: For 
wands Nature, and burleſque God's moſt Sacred At- 


&; they rifle his Majeſty, entrench upon his Wiſdom, 
e his Sanctity, and wary (Oh 


3 

is very Being into Farce and 
9 fc, Ln Ot a9 | 
nifus. was at à Nonplut; and his Concern, flew to his 
: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and even Rail- 
ie laſt Defence of Libertines deſerted him; ſo that he 
a _ worthy of Laughter and Compaſſion : At laſt 
lolv'd to gain Time for Reflection, and therefore ad- 
Faiſal to the Lady ; Madam, (ſaid he) I have al- 
tall d my ſelf out of Breath," an Hours Reſpite will not 
ſeaſonable ; with your leave, we will put off the Con- 
till the Evening Heat: 
n Condition (anſwer'd' the Lady) you'll return to the 
ence, or condemn your Principles. 
v. I'll be bound for my Appearance, or if yon aS bet - 
rity, my Friend, I preſume, will give in Bail for my 
coming: Then turning himſelf to Eaſebius; we are (con- 
he) in the Pit, and muſt fight it out: There is no 
left far Retreat. 1 the Company he walk' d into 
banden, rather to conceal his Chagrin, than to take the 
And indeed IL wonder not at his Concern ; for it's ob- 
b that though Libertines hate Conſcience, they are fond 
Mour ; they are Creatures made up of Pride and Arro- 


U 3 | tage 


and therefore neither know how to bear an Advane, = 
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tage with Moderation, nor a. Diſappaintment with Pat 
When he was gone: I am ſurpris d ( ſaiĩd the meal 
Gentleman's Confidence ; ſurely his Aſſurance ;weighst 
than his Judgment; why elſe will he — bip Cauſe 6 
ther Hearing f I love not to laugh at another Man's N 
tune, nor to draw Pleaſure from his Confufton : Buy 
thinks, L cannot be ſorry to fee Irrehgion puni ſh'd in iug 
Protectour: Humiliations work more on a Libertine's Ul 
ſtanding, than Demonſtration; and thoſe that cannot if 
d out of looſe: Principles, are ſometimes ſham i d 
them, / Terms its erardiss H 7:4 teh will 
Were the Vertue of Arioviſtus equal to his Wit (ſat 
Friend) nothing could be mote accompliſh'd than he; 
muſtown, his Morals are bad, and bis Principles work: 
laughs 'atithe Difference: bętween Good and Evil : | 
have heard him day, Ne Sins blaater, than the very thinky 
it any e Ny; De defines Sin," a 'thing that ſome live by. dme 
gainſt, and'others: by pratti ſing. And hence it is, that by 
only makes a Practice, but a Boaſt of Sin, and del 
with as mack Gtcedineſs, as he commits it. 
Eusſeb. But Sir, though ſuch Men carry off the +4 10 
of Wit, they have too ittle of the Man, to be the N 
of Mankind e We are not (God be thank'd) Fools ex 
take Scoffs for Arguments, nor Raillery for Reaſon:! 
ue I2noramus, Who knowsnot that it's eafier to ſpot 
ertue,' than 20 practice iĩt ; ãndsed, if - Anioviffuy coll 
Sin into Nothing, his Mirthi would not be unreal 
But the wild: humour of a Dehauchke, cannot: work. 
Nature of Things: Wi may dive into Eſſencet 
traaſmute them. However, ho to reaſon the — 
Out of Conceit both of Wit and eligion, and to pet 
him, that thoſt are Fools, who: ſport themſelves ini 
and that none more 2 do ſo, than thoſe who! 
Jeſt of Sin, and a Pageant of Religion: For:tho' a Ma 
dares defie God, and. loaks Damnation in the Face, 
Witty, Lam fure he is ſuperlatively Fooliſn. Eudaw 
leſs mortify\d* than Ariovifzs: He was not indeed cn 
at his Diſgrate ; no, he rather felt Symptoms of in 
than of Pity ;* and wifh'd” he had defended his is 
reater Bravery,” or render'd it with more Legen | 
having been deluded by: Aioviſtus, he thought the Vs 
of his Defence would glante upon his own Reputat*} 
that the World would tax him of Levity, or Simplia 
embracing "Latitudizarianiſm' upon ſo weak * 
would ſwear, faid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by tial 
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ngroſs' d all the Wit of the Nation; as well-as the Vi- 
yet bring them to the Touchſtone; and you Il find no- 
but Droſs ; they argue as ill as they believe, and are as 
Strangers to Reaſon, as to Vertue ; they diſpute no 
methodically than they live, and are as weak in Prin- 
as violent in Paſſion. Eudorus was going on, when 
t put an end to his Invective. Arieuiſtus had not walk d 
his Reſentment, he brought it to Table, and even dif- 

d it by endeavouring to conceal it: He run up Pleafan- 
Affectation, and made himſelf ridiculous, not to ap- 
na Paſſion: So that the Lady told him with a Smile, 
merry out of Vexation ; but Arioviftus let the Compliment 
hinking it the beſt way, to connive at a petty Affront 
[it not revenge ; and ſo they enter d upon a Converſati- 
ndifferent Subjects. e 6 e ly: 18 


nr 1 1 a 


DIALOGUE: XI. ; 
neruvs is ford 15 confeſs that One only RELIGION 


E Lady invited the Company into the Garden after 
Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue of the Diſ- 
ute, which ſhe hop'd would prove diſadvantageous 
fut; Nay, the Morning Succeſs had not only allay'd 
ars, but even given her an Aſſurance, that Truth 
triumph over Falſity, and Religion over Impiety; be- 
he flatter'd herſelf, her Son would profit by Arioviſtus's 
une, and deſert thoſe Tenets his Mater was not able 
nd ; for he was diſſatisſied with the Morning's Perfor- 
and the Abilities of Arioviſtus came not up to his Ex- 
mn : He ſaw him always upon the Retreat, and that 
er ſhuffled than argued; he ſcarce durſt look an Ar- 
in the Face; and though he ſometimes fenc'd off 
e never gave any: In fire, he turn'd ſhort upon him: 
d generally confuted one Reply by the Contrariety of 
er; ſo that Exdoxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of e 
better than the Defence of it, and that he pleaded it, 
it was deftitute of Reaſon, © 

2 Turn or Two in the Garden, the Lady leading the 
into an Arbour, methinks (ſaid ſhe to Arioviſtus) this 
as made for Converſation; we have both Time and. 


; 1 „ * * 
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ys upon his very Perſon : So that in Conclufion, thoſe 
gions that are permitted take up but little Room, and 
i be caſt u without the help of Arithmetick : Now, Sir, 
qur us with a Draught of your Tenets. 
hiv. With all my Heart, I neither bluſh to acknowledge 
Religion, nor fear to defend it: It's uprig 
le and reaſonable in the Application: It's fitted for all 
mcities : the Peaſant comprehends it, and the Philoſopher 


rl; It's of the ſame Date with our Nature, and came into 
World with Adam : God printed every Article of it in 
Hearts, before the Invention of the Preſs, and it's _ 
ed by Generation: We carry our Goſpel and Prophecies 
lin us, which can neither be corrupted by Malice, Igno- 
or Inadvertency. Our Creed is plain, and our Decalague 
x, but comprehenſive. We believe a God, Maker of Heaven 
lartb; a God that puniſbes Vice, and rewards Vertue ;, be re- 
ie; v0 Sacrifice but of our Hetris, no Reſpect, but Awe of bis Gran- 


wot upon us but this, Do as you would be done BI). 

is Religion is Univerſal : It's neither confin'd to Time, 
Face : It takes in all Ages, and runs thro? all Climates: 
wliges the moſt Incult Nations of the World, together 
the moft Polite z and becauſe all know its Precepts, no 
ui exempted from their Obedience: Yet it permits 


h not with the above mention d Tenets: But the very 
ment 2 Religion coins an Article, oppoſite to the Belief 
i God, or contrary to the Attributes of his Sanctity, Wiſ⸗ 

d, Juſtice, or Mercy; when it refuſes to this All-powerful 


lis this great Law of Nature, Quod tibi non vis fieri alteri ne 
; I ſay, the Moment a Religion falls into ſuch bare-fac'd 
Meties, it becomes Sacrilegious and Abominable : And for 

Reaſon, I extend God's — to Three only Religi- 


the Chriftian, Fewiſh, and -Mabometan ; for theſe alone 


upon the Law of Nature; they inſtill moſt Excellent 


: 17 and regulate our Duty to God, and our Obligati- 

en. | ©: a a: akt 
| 088%. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? I put the Que- 
5 nfor a Caution again Miſtakes, SED have play'd away 


Morning at Croſs Queſtions. 8 on WE 
mov. It's m Ge end will ſtand the moſt ſevere Teſt 
Reafon ; nothing material can poſſibly be brought 


Euſeb. 


invades God's Ri ght, ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and 


ht in its Prin- 


Inires it: In a word, my Religion is, what Men call Na- 


8 


and Obedience to his Commands ; nor does bis Law put any 


Rites and Ceremonies, tho? vain and ſuperſtitious, which 


ty an Acknowledgment of Dependence, and withal re- 


againſt it. 


* * ö 
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Euſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh Two of the Th 
Religions out of the Permiſſion; nay, and force you to c 
feſs there are no more Religions than Gods. A Man, you f 
may commence a Few, when he has taken the Pet at Chrif 
nity, and change Baptiſm for Circumciſion; and when 
has taken a Surfeit of the Talmud, he may piouſly ſtrike 
to Mecha, and truck the Pentateuch for the Alcoran 
Ariov. He may. | | MOEN 1001 „% „ 
Euſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore in England 
may believe Chriſt is the True Mieſſas, born of a Virgin, T 
God, and True Man; who dy'd for our Sins, and was} 
cher'd by our Malice: But when we have given up our! 
mes to a Rabbin, and are Adopted into one of the Tribes 
may change Language, and as ſafely proteſt the Aff. 
et to come; that Chriſt is a meer Man, nothing diffe 
rom others, but that he was more Criminal; that he d 
for his own Offences, | not for ours; that Juſtice took! 
aff, not Envy: We may believe theſe Tenets, and ſwe: 
the Truth of every Tittle. The Chriſtian engage: 
Authority for the Truth of his Creed, the takes the ſ 
Liberty; 700 one ſide jars with the other. Here is a down 
Contradiction, nor can all the Artifice of Logick; all 
Power of the Almighty reconcile both Sides. If the Chrill 
be in the Right, the Jew-is in the Wrong; and it T 
2 for the Jew, it muſt of Neceſſity abandon the 
an. 21 L i SSRN GOES S22078 t Hatt mus al 
. Aziov. You have Reaſon, but becauſe I know not which! 
Truth favours, I may join with either. 
Euſeb. Sup ing your Pretenſions grounded, you cin 
take both Sides: For tho' you are ignorant with which I 
Truth fides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for both: 80 that 
in your ly — vou may either be Jew or Chriſtian, 
car?t be both ſucceſſively : If you-ſwear to · the Chriſtian d 
bol to day, and to the Jewiſh to morrow; you are pet 
beyond all perad venture; for you know the Tenets of it 
Two Churches don't nick like Tallie ss? 
But this is not all (continu'd Euſebius) if God permits 
to take u ich 8 of the-( ei way 
me to refuſe Worſhip to Jeſus Cbriſt ; nay, to bilaſpheme 
If I may turn off * rages — me to ad 
him, Now, either he is God, or he is not: If the Sect 
L. muſt not adore him, for tho God be; Maſter of his Favo 
he is not of his Honour ; he can't make this over 10 
Creature by a Deed of Gift, or Conveyance; tho he be 
ternal, like a Minor, he can't alienate the Title: But 29 
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iſt be God, certainly he requires Adoration as an indiſ- 
able Duty, and if we fail to diſcharge our ſelves of the 
gation, God will not fail to puni ſn our Negle&.. 
dteover, God can't, you ſay, permit theſe Offences that 
ure condemns ; His Prerogative-Royal reaches not ſo far: 
V what can intrench more upon ray than to inveſt 
ature with the Title to a Worſhip which God alone can 
na Right to? Than to with-draw my Allegiance, from 
Creatour of all Things, and bow to my Fellow-Crea- 
; Yer God permits Chriſtianity on the one Side, and on 
nher it's flat Idolatry to adore Chriſt if he be only Man; 
foreif Chriſt be only Man, God permits Idolatry, id ef, a 
the higheſt Malice againſt the very Firſt Principle of Na- 
lis then as evident that One of thoſe Religions is forbid, 
hat One is meer Practice, and Impoſture, and it's as ma- 
|, that One is Practice and Impoſture, as that both Mem- 
of a Contradiction can't poſſibly be True. 0073 9244 
ww, Were I ſure. that Chriſt was God, I ſhould lie under 
diſpenſable Obligation of adoring; him ; I muſt then ad- 
to Chriſtianity ; and if Occaſion tegair d, ſign my Faith 
a Blood : And were I ſure he was Man alone, I ought to 
A off from the Church te a Synagogue, and exchange 
bel for the Talmud But I am in — ny I rove in 
faulty, and cannot determine for which Religion Truth 
b: In this Uncertainty God permits me to clap in 
beiter; my n juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my 
e; and though by refuſing to adare Chriſt, I may not 
in Right, Ignorance hinders me from doing him Wrong: 
tho the Jews deprive him of his Due, if he be God.; 
be Chriſtians give more than his Due, if he be not; yet 
din can be only Material, that is, without Malice, and 
ently without Offence; ſeeing neither Religion 15 
ch Excellent in their Precepts 


* * 


d. Never did Men talk more of Religion than we, and 
t had Men leſe. To level 7 daiſm, wit 


5 me ſweat with Diſguſt: This is to raiſe a, Croſs for 
ecoB|:if-d eru- 
ve do play upon his Goodneſs, to revile his Greatneſs, and. 
te him with a: Cracifige But what will not Men do to 
Me dying Cauſe, who have nothing left,. but Will and 
nd ? Your Religion, Sir, is not Calculated up for 
| __ 15  JL7oQ, 


| / 
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1700, but for 1642, or thereabouts, when the Ten Comm 
ments were only Authentick during Pleaſure, when the F 
Evaneeliſts were upon their Behaviour, with a umd { 
eſſerint, and a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, govern'd 
Pulpit : In fine, your very Defence of Religion ſtrikes at R 
ion, and whilſt you approve. either, you fairly cond: 
both 3 for you pretend both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian] 
gion are permitted, becauſe you doubt of both, and k 
not on which Side Truth ſtands: Now, ſuppoſing you 
ſuch Circumſtances, it's evident you can't in Conſcience 
brace either ; for which Side ſoever you take, you fear 


are in the Wrong: Now, whoſoever ſquares his Actions 
dubious Dictamen of Conſcience, is certainly by Le of 1 


* 


mal Sin, tho' otherwiſe the Objects are not only Lawful, 
Laudable. This is an. unqueſtionable Principle in M 
and can only be deny'd by thoſe who make no Differenct 
tween Good and Evil. If therefore you adore Chrift 
the Chriſtian, and at the ſame time doubt of his Divi 
you offend God in the very Act of, Worſhip : Lou are: 
of a Pagan, tho' no Idolater. On the other Side, ifyoul 
pheme him with the Jew, if you ſtrip him of his Divine 
ture, if you herd him with the accurſed Crew of Hypoc 
and Impoſtures, and at the ſame time ſu he is mote 
a Man, tho' the Doubt may perchance 'diminiſh the Si 
eannot poſſibly excuſe it. 33661831453 2103+ 0k 
© Ariov. This is pretty. Muſt I then like old Eraſnui d 
in the Air between both Churches? Or if I doubt of all 
ligions, muſt T' profeſs none? Certainly, Sir, you mil 
your Errand : Whilſt you pull down Latitudinarianiſn 
very fairly ſet up Atheiſm ; and left all Religions ſpouli beg 
ou difallow of all. I would ſet out at and take 
Froptela from one Religion to another, I would let any 
write upon me, Turk, Few, Anabaptift, Progbyterian, In 
or what Perſwafion you pleaſe, rather than an Aube. l. 
it's more Orthodox to profeſs any Religion than none. 
Euſeb. Under Favour, I would no More perſuade . 
_ condemn all Religions than to approve all. I know tit 
2 True Religion, and I' am ſute there is but One. 
am confident, that the Chriſtian: Religion carries ſo 0 
vifible Marks of Divine Revelation it, that 
who will bring Things to a ſober Examen, muſt cenie 
exme from Heaven, and that he, who turns Chriſtianiiſ 
2 Fable, or the Doctrine of the Bible into Illuſion, dels 
eithor to be begg d for a Fool, or to be ſtigmatiz'd for 3? 
phbemer. But if you waver with Doubts, and fluctuate 
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en the Synagogue and the Church, without being able 
vinly to determine in which Truth is preach'd, in which 
ofture 3 rouze up your Reaſon, bring both to the Bar, 
their Pretenſions, examine the Motives of Credibility, 
in fne, ſum up the Evidence, and if you do this impar- 
ly, you'll ſoon either be a Mad-man, or a Chriſtian. 
wv, But if after I have heard the Witneſſes, and weigh'd 
Evidence on both Sides with Deliberation, Maturity, and 
artiality ; if I ſay, after theſe ceremonial Preliminaries, 
nin ambiguous, muſt I neither convene with the Jew, nor 
Chriſtian ? 2 5 
b. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould happen : I 
ould happen, for in Reality it cannot; the Motives of 
iſtianity are ſo many, and ſo convincing; that unleſs we 
our Eyes, and hood-wink Reaſon, they'll force us to 
owiedge, that if it be not evidently True, it's at leaſt 
lntly Gredible ; and when once you are come up to 
certainty, then you are oblig'd to declare for Chriſtiani- 
w believe its Tenets, and practiſe its Morals, | 
», Tho' Chriſtianity compar'd with Judaiſm may ſeem 
lible, perchance it may ſeem Incredible, ifcompar'd with 
other Religion, that has never appear'd on oar Horizon: 
uthere are Terre Incognite, unknown Regions, ſo there 
undiſcover'd Religions. Muſt I therefore take my leave 
Vid England, ot to Sea, and encompaſs the World 
| Sir Francis Drake, before I pitch upon a Religion? Or 
Ll at leaſt rig out a Veſlel of Intelligence; and then 
L upon thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate bring home? 
8a Work both tedious, and expenſive; nay, I may 
endleſs, and fooliſh ; and he that can rluade himſelf 
L requires ſuch a Puzling and ſo impoſſible a Scrutiny, 
| confeſs the wiſe Maker of all Things intended rather 
auph'd at by Men, than worſhip'd. 3. 
eep at home; God neither commands you to ſhip 
ca, or America, nor to run in Queſt after the Fables of 
rachmans, or the Superſtitions of the Bonzieri. A Reli- 
that is evidently credible in England, is ſo all the World 
with what Se& ſoever you compare it : For neither 
i Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom can permit, that a Falſe Reli- 
to be equally credible with the True One; much leſs 
le i it to be more credible, and leaſt of all, to be 
atly credible : If therefore after a ſober Examen, you 
ach an Appearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, 
jou cannot doubt of it without Impudence and Raſhneſs, 
uy conclude without comparing it with any other, that 
| | you 


: 2 
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you are oblig'd to adhere to it, as reveal'd by God; a 
you refuſe to believe his — Veracity, (when you 
not without an high Imprudence doubt, but he ſpeaks) 
muſt expect to pay for the Contempt, by groaning Ete 
ly under the Weight of his Indignation. Daſh therefore 
of the Patent one of theſe Two Religions, and I counſel 
on of Reſpect to the Baptiſm you have receiv'd, and 
ingdom you live in) rather to give up Judaiſm than ( 
ſtianity ; and after all, Sir, Circumciſion is painful, and 
Engliſb Conſtitutions will not bear the Operation. 

Ariov. Take your Courle ; we have been upon Duty ap 
while, and I am willing to come to an Agreement upon 
Terms. | | ; 

Euſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpute ; for we 
no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than Truth 
Falſhood, than Libertiniſm and Religion. The preſent( 
ſtion is, whether a Man may in Conſcience conform to 
Alcoran in Conſtantinople, and to the Goſpel in Cbriſtendm 
what. Opinion have you of the Alcoran? Was it compilt 
Divine Inſpiration, or Impoſture ? By a Prophet, or a Cl 
By the Impulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtio 
Lewdneſs, and Ambition? ln 

Ariov. Every Tittle breaths Nonſenſe, Impiety, or 
phemy : It puts almoſt the very Alphabet out af Ct 
nance, and infects the Paper it's writ on. A Man muſt 
mence Fool, before he can impoſe upon his Reaſon thole 
geries for Revelations ; and turn Beaſt to practiſe the Mo 
Euſeb, Enough: Why ſo much Heat? 80 much Inte 

N a Religion that comes within the Verge of Permill 

If tolerated, it deſerves Reſpect; if not, why do you d- 
it ? It's ridiculous to damn the A4ſtoran, and canonize the 
ctrine ; To cenſure Mabomet, and approve Mabometiſn. 

But, pray, Sir, if the Alcoran favours Lewdneſs, 2nd 
looſe Senſuality ; if it draws upon Modeſty, and tilts: 
ſon ; if it gorges with Impiety, and ſmells of Blaſph4 
how can you put on the Turban, and herd with the MW 
men? For when you jump over the Pale of Chriſtianity, 
give up your Name to the Cady, or Muſiy, you mult ta 


r Truths theſe Fables, you now brand with For 
Impofture ; you muſt change the Key to another I une 
muſt revere at Conſtantinople what you augh at in London, 
bow to what you ridicule ; you muſt ſay and believ% 
truths is the Language of Heaven, Blaſphemy the Dicks 
the Holy Ghoſt, Murthers, Lendieſs, and Rapines 
Commands of a Meek, Holy, and Juſt Deity ; for the 


* 
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il the Alcoran for Revelation and Precept: Now, to 
Cod has reveal'd ſome Things that claſh with Truth, 
es that check Reaſon, and others again that overſhoot 
aragance z that he commands ſome Things that diſcoun- 
ice Vertue, and encourage Libertiniſm ; is to ſtrike at 
is Attributes, and to make at his very Perſon z it's to 
22 more vile Idea of his Divinity, than the very Lap- 
For theirs is only Ridiculous, whilſt yours is Sacrile- 
and Execrable. xo 1 
w, Were I at Conflantinople, T would ſpeak Iike the Muſiy, 
o like a Muſſelman, but then in m Qlolet I would laugh 
vir Folly, and pity their-Blindneſs ; though my Tongue 
umd to the Eftabliſh'd 1 8 70 my Heart ſhould be 
ant: This ſhould adore God in Spirit and Truth, tho” 
ongue and Outward Man worſhip'd him with Blaſphe- 
ud ſerv'd him in Senſuality: All Exteriour Actions 
be rated by the Interiour, this is their proper Standard 3 
Intention be Sterling, they cannot poſſibly be Coun- 
Ho! We are juſt where we ſet out: Now all Reli - 
re permitted again. th Tn ' 
r 
If the Intention can ſanctiſie Hypocriſie, and the 


. 


oragious Blaſphemies, why may it not conyeigh Piety 
WWF urthers ? And Holineſs into the impure Sabboths of Venus 
e? Why can't it blanch over the Hotrour of the 
on: Human Sacrifices ? Or the Cruelty of the Punick 
e e Statues of Saturn? You may, you ſay, at Conſtanti- 
poſe Chriſtianity to the Scorn and Petulancy of In- 
give up the Bible to Turks and Barbarians ; impeach 
ans of Apoſtacy, and make Impudence and Inſpiration 
de ame Language: If a good Intention can juſtify at 
no": ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why may 
wthorize leſs Crimes in other Places? Return olaly 
ir firſt Tes; exclude no Religion gut of the Act of 
ence; place Vertue and Vice on the fame, Level; pull 
ty de Boundaries between Good and Evil; take off the 

nt of Conſcithce, atid blend Men arid Beaſts into one 
Come, Sir, pluck up a 905 gart; caſt the Die, 
ne 6 the Rubicon of Honour and Con cience, o%' 2): \pute 
fon berwiſe be at an End; for we have caſt out thi 


9 147 


roo bpocryphal ; ybu have diſcarded. the Alcorag'; Jo that 
„ only ſands ufteach d, and God's Permilon is 
nes dio Chriſtianity es es 
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Arlouiſtus found himſelf in the Toil, and knew not l 
way to Ne himſelf; his Concern flew to his Face, 

every Poſture betray'd an extreme Paſſion 5 he ſeemd 
brood ſome deſperate Reſolution, and only wanted Rok 
to execute it : After a ſhort Strife between Shame and 
venge ; I perceive, ſaid he to Euſebius, you take Advyantay 
my Condeſcenfion, and even turn my Civility againſt f 

ou manage a Favour ſo oc „that I ſhall x 
aution _ wad r the Future, M 

Euſeb, Explain your Meanin uppoſe in Diſputes, | 
ſon muſt take place of . A — N a 1 
an Argument home without treſpaſſing upon good Bree 
To be plain, I am more beholden to my Arguments, 
to your Liberality ; you have condeſcended to me, as Buy 
Ai to King William, when he could hold out no longer: 

Word, I have not courted, bur ſtorm'd you into thoſe 
ceflions you bluſh at. 5 
Ariov. Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at your Mercy 
out Neceſſity, and attack ' d it of Impoſture, Fallacy, 
my hemy, out of an Exceſs of good Nature, = 
ai ſance. 
a Euſeb. Out of good Nature and Complaiſance? _ 
Ariov. Les; for among Friends, it carries an Air of 
and the unlimited Extent of that Perſwaſion pleads hon 
the Divinity of its Author. | | 
Euſeb. Ho! ho! we have Turks in England : I though 
Ottoman Religion reach'd no further than the Ottoman I" 
but I perceive it has ſwum over into our Iſland. Pray, 
tinu'd he with a Smile, what is your Twrkiſþ Appellat 

Solyman, or Achmet ? But Raillery apart; had I been up 
Pinch, I would have dropt the Turk, and kept the Cj 

For a Chriftian Turk is a frank Atheiſt once remov'd, andi. 
makes Profeſſion of a God, and of a Religion, moſt Ma 
clude he believes neither. Indeed by this une De 
on, you have diſappointed me; I intended to prove, ti 
only Religion was Saving, and that all others were caſi 

the 44 for Toleration : But you have made clever Work 
and diſcarded all Religions, nay, and I fancy, Salvatio 
 d4riov. With Permiſſion, Sir, tho* I approve the 

may reverence the Goſpel: And though I unlock Bt 

Gate to Muſelnen, why muſt I ſhut it upon Chriſtians. 

Euſeb. Why? One runs quite counter to the other, e 
the moſt Eſſential Points, both of Belief and Practice. 
an Religion tells us, Chriſt is God; the Mabometa" 
He is not: That commands us to adorg him; This 


* * 
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Now, Sir, if Truth favours the Turks, Chriſt is a meet 
ature ; and by Conſequence all Chriſtians are downright 
ters : If therefore God will be adored as a Being Eternal, 
ly Wiſe, and Infinitely Holy; It's evident, you (who dif- 
Truth on every Tittle of the Aloran) cannot with 4 
Conſcience profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that great Oracle 
us, Chrift is 4 Creature; and therefore, ſo ſoon as you 
nence Chriſtian, you Pay Divine Honour to a Man, 
m and acknowledg'd ſuch : Now, to adore God, as 2 
, is not to worſhip him as a Being Eternal, Infinitely Wiſe, 
lnfinitely Holy: And to adore a Man, as God, is to ſtrip 
Almighty of all his Prerogatives, to rifle the Sanctuary, 
w lay the conſecrated Treaſures at the Feet of a Crea - 
; Here is flat Idolatry on the one hand, and a Monſter 
od of Idolatry and Sacrilege on the other. So that to 
w the Evidence, if Turciſm be a true and allow'd Re- 
, Chriſtianity is not 3 and ſo my Theſis is prov'd ; that 
ligion alone is Saving + Which glorious Quality to the 
te of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you 
om Mabometiſm, 
be Lady over-joy'd at the Defeat of Arioviſtus was not Mi- 
of her Tranſport : Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid ſhe, are for 
n Cauſes, and never ſpeak under Demonſtration: 
[turning to him, Sir, (continu'd ſhe) I pity your Ma- 
but I am glad of your Overthrow : You have been 
it Variance with your ſelf, than with your Adverſary, 
dom tecall'd one Abſurdity, without advancing a 
t; but at length, in Defiance of Senſe, and Reafon, 
ke out- hot Extravagance it ſelf, and ſeal'd a Million 
pertinencies with a daring Blaſphemy : For you have 
up Mahonietiſm upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity, and 
dur Bleſſed Saviour into an Impoſtour, to ſwell Ma- 
{into a Prophet. I counſel you to ſhip for 4fia in out 
* Fleet, for our Engliſþ Climate is mortal to a TwrkiſÞ 
iution : Theſe Animals can no more live here, than 
8 or Snakes in Ireland: Our Engliſþ Charity embraces 
xk" befides Papiſts and Muſſelmen: Thoſe have too 
i Religion for a Reform'd Nation, and theſe too little, 
ug e hunt Irony gall'd Arioviſtus to the Quick ; Patience 
Held him, and Paſſion ran away with his Judgment + 
„ it length he broke through all the Bounds even of 
„ 6 ad and Reaſon: Madam, ſaid he, I perceive you are 
e, at my Doctrine: Out of Reſpect to your Lady- 
\ freely condemn the Alcoran as Practice and Impoſture 
1s en, give me leave to Por ene Goſpel in the Indice 29s 
PWT, £395 Phey.. 
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They were both hammer'd on the ſame Anvil; this is to b 
Men with Fears, the others to divert them with ple 
Proſpects of Senſual Elyiums : We have been Hobgothm' 
long into Religion; but God be thank'd, the Vizard ig 
off, and the Cheat is unmaſk'd, and now we dare play 
thoſe Monſters we once trembled at: We enter upon 
Stage of this World like Beaſts, and make as inglorious 
Exit : Our Lives and Souls ſmoak into Nothing: We. 
flung upon the Earth, as the Leviathan was in the Dee 
play ; ſeeing therefore our Days are few, it's Prudence to 
apace ; Good and Evil are words ad placitum, 1nvente: 
ſome, to impoſe on others. 

He was going on when Euſebius put a ſtop to his Impud: 
I ſuf ted (ſays he) you acted hitherto in Maſquerade 
am glad the Vizard is fallen off, and that the Monfte 
pears in its own Shape: Men of your Principles ſhoult 
coop'd up in Peſt-Houſes, their very Breath ſhoots Gt 
gion, and their Converſation is Mortal. Your Artheil 
Club has made Religion cheap, and Morality ſhameful 
has preach'd a confiderable Part of the Nation out of Sol 
and Principles too: It teaches young Gentlemen to 8 
and Blaſpheme, before they know the Malice of the d 
and then when Age opens their Eyes, they rather part 
their Innocence, than Prophaneneſs* Thus. you eſpoule 
to Wickedneſs, before they are able to commit it: Bul 
Miſery is, that thoſe, who curſe God in their Youth, 1» 
time will defie him; and others, who tranſgreſs the Ut 
gue at Ten, will laugh at it before Twenty, Boldnelsy 
upon us with Age, and all the Terrours of Conſcience 
ne ; they faint under the Weight of reiterated Crimes 
loſe their Emphaſis ; and then when once we have got 
the Reach of this importunate Cenſor, we ſhall ſwa low 
your accurſed Principles, not only without Reluctance 
even with Pleaſure : We ſhall not only countenance Ati 
but N it ; and eaſily perſwade our ſelves we die 
Beaſts, to live like em. | p | 
I know you are no more able to defend your Morals 
your Faith ; and I would rather deteſt, than confute 
were I not acquainted with the Latitudinarian Impude 
you vent ſuch hideous Tenets, that they amaze Griy 
and rather raiſe their Indignation, than call for a Con 
on ; like Puddles they cannot be ſtirr'd without laſe 
and like Plague · Sores they endanger the Surgeon: Nos 
cauſe good Men ſometimes think it more expedient * 
fute thoſe Impietics with Silence, than Arguments, = 
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atly raiſe a Trophy, they fing Pana, and cry out Victery. 
cut off this Retreat, 11 thaw you i in ſhort, "That Vande 
Vice lie not barely in Opinion. 
d here I appeal to the erdict of Mankind: Single me 
me Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under the 
| Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare Suſpicion of Evil 
a 2 d _ "Quality in the Opinions of Men, De- 
ery it ſelf have 2 greater : Human Nature has 
an \ abhboctdeing Us of Sin, that it cannot value the Wicked 
to the Virtuous, I never yet heard of a Man, who 
all commended another for his Intemperance, or plac'd 
Ineſs among his Titles of Honour: Tho' Sobriety, Cha- 
and Juſtice are run down in Practice, they ſtand fair in 
er and no Man yet has 8 to diſgrace an 
, by laying thoſe Vertues to his Charge : In fue, it's 
ible for 2 Man in his Wits, to efteem another leſs, 
iſe he is good: ' Nay, in this degenerate” Age nothing 
more a rifing Reputation, than the Imputation of Wic- 
en; and even thoſe, who in a frantick Tranſport 2 
2 Debauchee, u pon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe Mien f 
ions are equal, * are their Effects fo rene 3 If 
ie has no Ad vantage 2 Vice; why 8 the Profligates 
n that, tho* they embrace this ? 3 Men practiſe 
«et with Confidence, and Vice with a bluſhing Pace, and 
r Ang Conſcience ? Why do the 46 fin with Fear in their 
an Earthquake in 7 (heir inds? "Theſe are terri- 
hmptoms, that — Difference between Good and Eyvil 
zper than the Imagination. 
ne, Sir, remember when you feel the Start of Ever- 
Flames, you'll take Femall Pleaſure in'the Thought 
K2you derided em ; you'll not ſuffer leſs in GER 
uſe you go Laghitis thither ; nor endu the 
ent better, Lecunty- you would not believe” em. 
= was of too hau Phy an Humour to heir fo ſerere 2 
th Patience, and too 3 to di emble his Re- 
at; wherefore turning 3 3 Sir, faid he, * 
ter than you Reaſon: : Our Rast began the 
jur Swords muſt end it; you 4 eft my Tenets, - | 
my Perſon, and machte Nel at my Actions, than - 
Elyion : You are a Man of Honour, and can man 
pon 3 well as an Argument: In a word, Fexpett 82 


bCompan began to ſmile at this odd Rhcdomontade, 
Oy; told him, in controvertiſtical Debates there was 
Neal from Reaſon to the Sword 3 that it'was „ | 
> ent 


\ 
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eb. I excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Prudence; 
aw his Errour, why did he not abjure it? He ſaw Truth, 
did he not embrace it? A Man, that will pawn his Soul 
cue his Honour, forfeits both: But, I confefs, in vain 
expect Prudence of Libertines: Men without Religion are 
js without Reaſon ; they may boaſt of Science and Wit 
Dooms-day, but no Body can believe they are over · ſtock d 
þ either : No, no; they have only juſt Knowledge e- 
gh to ſee their Errours, and Wit enough to enſure their 
nation; when once they are drench'd in looſe Principles, 
are paſt Recovery: They turn all Antidotes into Rats- 
s, and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, or die in Deſpair. 

hen taking Eudoxus aſide: Are you not, continu'd he, al- 
| fick of Latitudinarianiſm? You ſaw how weakly Arioviftus 
ded it; yet he was not ill provided of thoſe Materials, 
tare neceflary to plead well a bad Cauſe ; he manag'd 
Arguments to the beſt Advantage, and edg'd his Reaſons 
ball the little Artifices of Language and Confidence; but 
th has prevail'd over Impoſture, and he carries home no- 
p but Chagrin and Confuſion. I hope Providence has 
Wd the Profit of his Defeat for you; he has condemn'd 
Religions, and Chriſtianity among the reſt ; and at the 
time turns Atheiſt to live a Libertine. | 

ar. Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſtus into that Preci- 
be was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and ſhot Blaſ- 
ty when he had ſpent his Reaſons; his Performance falls 
of my Expectation. I perceive that Boaſting is not an 
ument of Wit, and that Confidence and Truth are always 
de ſame Side. Arioviftus, who caus'd my Infidelity, has 
curd it; T owe my Converſion to the Weakneſs of his 
Is, and to the Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certain- 
be only Saving Religion, but I am hamper'd in a Laby- 
d and unleſs you lend me an Hand ſhall wander Eter- 
in a Mæander of Miſtakes : For Chriſtian Religion bran- 
(ut into a thouſand Seas, our Iſhnd is a kind antes, 
dur People, like the old Avrabians, bend to the Breath of 
| pretended Inſpiration : Some pretend Law, others 
Bure: Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, and others IHu- 
on. It's hard to Calculate up all the Religions that 
the Nation, and almoſt impoffible to examine them. 
ſt chooſe none before I have impartially ſurvey'd all, 


55 a ) live a Seeker, and die an Atheiſt. Are all thoſe Com ; 
J ons Saving ? Or is there but One? 


. There is but One Seving Congregation andthe Diſco- 
I'f it is eaſier than you imagine : Ina few Days I will 
3 Put. 


* 
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put you in the Way to Heaven, which none can miſs, 
thoſl who are reſolv'd to overlook it: Intereſt byaſſes ivr 
Education others, Faction deludes many, and Senſualit 
ver-bears more: In fine, when Men conſult their Inclinatic 
model Religion by the Advice of Paſſion, you muſt not y 
_ . they take Fancy for Revelation, and hug Illufion 
ruth. * | 
Euſebius ſtaid a Week with Exdoxws, and ſettled his ]. 
ment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Underſtanding, 
be admir'd his former Blindneſs, and thought it more diffi 
to miſtake the True Church, than he did before to find 
he learnt what he was to do, as well as what he was to 
| Herve ; and reſolv'd to ſquare his Thoughts and Actions 
the Rule of his Duty: He has kept his Purpoſe, and at 
ſent has the Reputation of an Accompliſh'd Gentleman, 
what he values moſt, of a Pious Chriſtian. This Provide 


which permitted Theomachus to fall from a State of Vi 


into a deplorable Habit of Vice, rais'd young  Exdexu: f pe 
the Abyſs of Vice, to the Top of Vertue ; to teach poor be 
tals, that the Sinner muſt not deſpair, nor the Saint preſa i Fe 

Euſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt! 4 4 


py Conclufion, return d to London, and gave Notice to! 
macbus of his Arrival. 


DIALOGUE Xii. 


Having ſettled Evvoxvs, EvusEB1vs meets 'T4ROMACHS, | 
offers to believe the Exiſtence of « GOD ben good RY 
SONS, though not Mathematically Evident. 


USEBIUS the next Morning gave Theomachus 3 

He found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemet 

his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpute had alan 
they were concern'd that Ewſebius had the Face to ſtand i 
Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly. againſt Atheilm, 
that after the firſt Camiſado he was return'd to beat u 
„re Theomachus perſwaded himſelf, that the Jou 
of Euſebius was a meer put-off, and that he had really no 
fineſs in the Country, but to wave the Conference at I 
and ſo ſpread abroad his late Engagement, you may be 
to his own Advantage: He flatter'd himſelf and others: 
that the Diſpute was at an End, and being freed from 4 
nemy, be gave full Liberty to his Tongue, and launch 


1 
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p Panegyricks of his vaſt Performance, to the Prejudice of 
ith and Modeſty : The News of Euſebius's Arrival damp'd 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had rais'd a Trophy betore 
kor : He had no mind to engage, nor could he re- 
with Honour; but, in fine, he reſolv'd upon the Con- 
nce, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends to the Skir- 
d: He receiv'd Euſebius with Demonſtrations of Civility, 
was rather prodigal than ſparing of Careſſes: After ma- 
reciprocal Complements, Euſebius addrefled himſelf to 
machus. l a 
&, Sir, at our laſt Meeting, I charg'd Atheiſts with Im- 
lnce, becauſe being uncertain whether there were a God, 
ell, or an Heaven, they liv'd as if they were certain there 
no ſuch Things ; you endeavour'd to fence againſt the 
ee, and to plead not Guilty; becauſe, though you 
F take up, and. model .your Life by the Rules of the 
| ſevere Morals, this ungrateful Reſtraint would only 
, perchance, to leſſen your Torments in the next Life, 
be 4 God, but would never be able to ſet you in Hea- 
For God, ſaid you, requires as an indiſpenfible Ho- 
* not only a well regulated Life, but a ſtable and un- 
died Beliet of his Being; the one is of ſmall Advantage 
bout the other; you pretended this Steddineſs was not in 
rower, and ask'd convincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix 
judgment ; I promis'd you Satteksckion, and am come 
ap my Word ; but I ſuppoſe an Evidence below that of 
tmatical Demonſtrations will ſatisſie you. 
m, The very Queſtion is reflecting, and you muſt either 
ﬆ my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: I know God 
ither a Line, Superficies, nor Solid, He comes not within the 
nent of a Figure, and therefore lies out of the Reach of 
lematicks : A Man that will acquieſce to nothing bur 
Demonſtrations, would do well to disband from Society, 
cb up his Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it about 
a extraordinary Occaſions ; he may take up- with the 
Iicks, and doubt of his own Being : No Man can demon- 
dy Euclid, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a City as Conſtanti- 
or that there has ever been ſuch an Emperour as Augu- 
and yet, God be thank'd, upon the credible Teſtimony 
ble who have ſeen the one, and of thoſe Authors who 
Wit of the other, I no more doubt of them, than of this 
Eltionable Princi ple, pars 7 minor toto: Some Things 
Paſſidly be falſe, though 1 dare pawn my Life, the 


X 4 Euſeb. 


— — — — 


82 The GENTLEMAN iusravcrzy. 


Euſeb. Your Diſcourſe is Reaſonable : For were you x 
caſt upon a deſert Iſland by the ſtreſs of Wind and Weat 
and ſhould we find in this abandon'd Region a ſtately P 
built with all Symmetry of Art, we ſhould conclude, it 
the Work of an Architect, not of Nature or Chance; 
would it be ſo in our Power to doubt of it; yet tis poſſibſ 
blind Matter to Rendezvous it ſelf into a ſtately Lowe ; 
by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it may be jumbled and ſe 
in this beautiful and regular Form. An Hundred Thoy 
blind Men, (tho' they ſet out from all the Parts of the Wo 
may poſſibly meet together upon Black Heath, and dra 
in Rank and File; yet ſhould we ſee this extraordinary 
Army in Battle-aray, without the help of $yllogiſn 
ſhould infer, they were led to the Place, and each candy 
to his Station by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. 

I conceive likewiſe you do not require Phyfical Demon 
tions, id eff, convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe ; for | 
being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannot fall under corporal Senſe, 
though he ſhould preſent himſelf to the Eyes by aſſum 
Body, the Spectacle might amaze us, but could not git 
any rational Aſſurance, that there is an Infinite Spirit. 

Theom. I aſk ſuch Proofs as leave the Ute en 
ed, and fix the Judgment, and remove all prudent Uo 
for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aſſent, as the 
ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtrations. I am as ſure the 
ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, as that the Firſt Propoſito 
* is True; and doubt no more, but Ceſar was, than 

am. h | 

Euſeb. Tis eafie I fee to agree in Preliminaries, whel 
one {ide propoſes nothing but what is Juſt, and the other 
receive what js Reaſonable : You have admitted what nt 
in Prudence, nor Reaſon you could reject, and I hate 
aſk'd what I could not omit, without betraying the Int 
of Truth, and the Merits of the Cauſe I have undertake 
defend. Now, ſeeing the Subject is not capable of M 
matical Demonſtrations, nor even of Phyfical Evidence! 
State we are, methinks, I apprehend two ways by whic 
can manifeſt his Being to Man: Firſt, by an internal Im 
fion ſtamp'd with his Divine Signet in our Nature, * 
leads us naturally to the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, * 
innate Light of our Underſtanding ſhews us the Truth 0 
Firſt Principles of Diſcourſe. | 

Secondly, by viſible Effects, which Reaſon tells us . 
be father'd on ſome Cauſe, and which without Con . 
aud Violence, our Underftanding cannot attribute 3 UW tc 


—— 


— 
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xg but a Being Infinitely Powerful, Infinitely Wiſe, and Infinite- 
1 q Ia 


gree, theſe two ways would be ſufficient to ſettle a 
dnable Man in the Belief of a Deity, and that an Atheiſt 
ud be the moſt abſurd, the moſt unreaſonable Creature 
the World, if he requir'd more. 
deb. Well, Sir, hitherto we have walk'd hand in hand, 
adgments have been Uniform, and I hope our good In- 
gence will continue in the following Conference. I will 
re you have theſe very Proofs of his Being, you confeſs 
cient, and as plain as hv could in Reaſon expect, ſup- 
ug He were. Let us therefore diſcuſs Things in Order 
| produce our Proofs in their Turn ; when we confound 


ments, we confound Ideas, and only cogtemplate Truth 
ugh a Cloud. | 


\ 


* 


— * — * _ 4 


DIALOGUE XIV. 


Fixzr PRoor for a DEITY, drawn from the Univerſal 
Conſens of MANKIND. Jes 


TY HE Notion of a God is ſo deeply ingrafted in 
our Minds, that it ſeems to be twi and inter- 
woven with our Nature ; it's of the ſame. Date 

lt our Species, it runs through our Veins with our Blood, 

u conveigh'd to us from our Anceſtours; it's neither ſix d 

limate, nor Complexion, it takes in all Ti mes; as well 

Il Places : It's engraven in the Hearts of the Arien, as 

u of the Aſftaticks ; the barbarous Topinbays of Brafil' feel 

Impreſſion, as well as the moſt Polite Europeans ; and the 

| brutiſh Hotentots of the Cape, in ſpight of Savageneſs, 

they are Men meerly by acknowledging a Supream Be- 

; the old A rians have left Poſterity a convincing-Teſtt- 

I they beliey'd a God, becauſe they coin'd” falſe Ones; 

bad never multiply'd Divinities, had they believed there 

none, nor E Divine Worſhip to Statues, had they not 

1 perſwade there was ſome Being above them, that com- 

g ed Homage, becauſe he deſerv'd it. 

be Medes rought down the Hrian Grandure, and bu- 

(as Empire, together with its Emperour, ind Grave of 

rs; yet theſe-new Conquerours, who att dthe old 


", and enacted new ones, Who thruſt but ancient Cu- 
"to make room for others, quarrel'd not with the 5 
rians 


rians about the Belief of a God, they liv'd iu mne fame . w 
ſwaſion; Nebuchadonozor would needs ſhare Worſhip ing 
his Maker, and ſo ſet up his own Statue to receive thoſe nies 
nours which belong'd to the Supream Being. | 
| , The Perſiant, Succeſſours of the Median Greatneſs, ſucce 
alſo in their Belief of a Deity : The conquering Macedy 
agreed in this Point with the vanquiſh'd Indians ; and j 
ſurpaſs'd all other Nations in Superſtition, more than ( 
rage ſhe built her Greatneſs upon the Suppoſition 
Deity, and as ſome remark, grew ſo Great, becauſe ſhe 
fo Pious : wing 1:00; the Stamp of a Divinity, where if 
ſhe carried her victorious Arms, and. the Conqueſt of Fot 
Gods, as well as of Captive Princes, ſet off her General; 
umphs. In a Word, the Belief of a Deity reach'd as 
the Plantations of Men; it has never yet been ſhut out of 
City, one Borough, or perchance one Family: The moſt 
barous Wretches that ever were, knew there was a Deity, 
they miſtook in the Application of their Worſhip. Your 
almoſt as ſoon find a People without Souls, as without 20 
they rather will dedicate an Altar to an Unknown Deity, 
= Dutch, P nd $; be 
e Engliſb, Dutch, Portugueſe, and Spaniards, ving 
Fury of the Winds, and the — Surges of the en 
Ocean, have diſcoyer'd a New World in eur Days, lt 
equal to the Old, they have rifled the very Wilderneſſes 
ranſack d the Mines; where ever they met with · the I 
of Men, they fell upon the Footſteps of a God ; theſe 
| barians that liv'd without Laws, without Houſes, wit! 
Commerce, were ſeldom found without Temples ; and 
2 Savage Education, and more Savage Vices had obſcur 
Notion, they had not the Power to deface it; twas leg 
in the very Night of Idolatry, in the Obſcurity of E 
and ſome Nations thought it was leſs Abſurdity to wot 
the Devil, than to deny a God. Now, if you call for Fi 
I can preſent you a Thouſand, as ſtrong and ſatisfaCtory 
the Subject will bear: Paſt Matters of Fact can only bet 
vey d down to us by Written, or Oral Tradition; and i 
of our on Time, that lie at a Diſtance, can only be pft 
by Credible Witneſſes; what 1 maintain has all the 
ports, and by Conſequence can be queſtion'd only b) 
who will he ſure of nothing, but that they doubt of all th! 
 Theos Whether this be true or falſe, your Cauſe will no 
much the better, nor mine worſe; yet L muſt tell you» 


ly, w 
| an 


are miſtaken in your Account: Ihave read in Aft, 2" 


thers, that divers People, both in the Zaſ and Weſt 1 


W. 


— 
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1 well without a God, as without Houſes; they love 
ing but their Eaſe, and fear nothing but their bordering 
mies: Beſides, Our Zuropean Atheiſts muſter'd u in one 
% would make a confiderable Figure; and alone 
an emergent Occafion can draw out a briſk Brigade : I 
confident at leaſt we exceed you in Quality, if your ſur- 
u in Number, and why may not the one balance the 
1 ; | * BS 
4, Oh! I may cry out with Seneca, Mentiuntar, qui dicunt 
tire Deum, nam etſi tibi affirment interdiu ; no#u tamen & 
witant ; they lie, who ſay they believe no God, for tho" 
y in the hurry of Company, and heat of Debauch, they 
profeſs Atheiſm ; yet in Darkneſs and Retirement they 
ve their Mind: Say if you pleaſe no God is the Wiſh of 
but the Opinion of none: But if ſome Authours have 
o, others equally credible, have contradicted 'em ; yet 
ee that thoſe People have more of the Beaſt, than of 
Ilan; they wander in Woods like Tygers without Com - 
without Human Society, they worry their own 8 
ind prey upon their neareſt Relations; ſo that hike 
ren, though they have Reaſon, they want the Uſe of 
bey live without Reflection, and conſequently without 
le; and indeed I do not ſee why Diſeaſes of the Soul 
tot untune the Organs of the Brain, as well as thoſe of 
body ; why Education and Barbarity may not obſtruct 
Operations of the Intellect, as well as a Frenzy. The 
Set of European Atheiſts are but a Pack of daring De- 
ees, who pride in Infamy, and bluſh at —_— : They 
in ill, and Live worſe ; they hate Truth no leſs than 
ty, and are too inſignificant, either to countenance a 
lauſe, or prejudice it: Their Votes, like Cyphers with 
Unite, make no Number. übles 
let us face your Atheiſts with thoſe who believe àa God; 
t ſhall find after a general Muſter (though you a 
it the Head of the London Brigade,) an Infinite Diſpro- 
M. Would it not be true, that all the Citizens of Len- 
oteſs the Religion of the Church of Esgland, although 
ubyterian, or Recuſant upon Examen ſhould be found a- 
tem? And will you conteſt this Univerſal Verity, that 
Mable Creatures endeavour to defend themſelves from 
Aries of Wind and Weather, becauſe ſome Brutiſh Sa- 
e under the open Canopy of Heaven without Fence; 
Hut to 8kreen off the Heats of the Summer, or the Cold 
Winter? Yet the Diſproportion between you and us, 
umes greater, than between one Rea ſant, and the Citi» 
ö rens 


4 


. 
8 2 a 22 


316 The GENTLEMAN INsrTRUC TEO. 
zens of London, or between thoſe Men who make Proyi 
againſt the Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe who do not 
therefore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does not pre; 
the Univerſal Inference, why muſt it in the other / 
tells us, that ſome rejected this Principle, A thing 4 
and be at the ſame time, and that Anaxagoras maintain d 
is black; yet I ſuppoſe, if I ſay the Principle is tecei dd 
Mankind, you will not except againſt my Aſſertion. In: 
then conclude, that the Perſwaſion of a God runs thro 
whole Species, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt Col 
Theom. If I diſpute my Ground by Inches, we fhall; 
a long Work of our Conference : Pray go on. 
| Euſeb, Our Difference about the Matter of Fact being 
End, I ask you the Origin of this ' Univerſal Impteſſi n, 
from whence comes it that this Chymerical Object contin 
encounters and haunts our Underſtanding ? Why do a 
＋ 1--yN rove in another World ? And fluſh the Bei 
- Theom. Some witty Gentlemen will tell you, this N 
came into the World by an accidental Fright 5 Men i 
at Thunder, before they knew the Cauſe of it, and fon 
| 99 Wits than their Neighbours, improv'd this f 
ear into Religion; they perſwaded the Mobile thett 
ſome Body above, that ſpoke aloud, and breath'd fc 
Anger in Flames and Smoak : Others with much Probl 
affirm this Perſwafion ſprings from an innate Fear in the! 
of Man, and a reſtleſs Apprehenfion of the wort that 
happen, Primum in orbe Deos fecit timor. © 
 - Ruſeb. A Man that will not take Notice of the true! 
of Things, which generally is but one, may forge an Hu 
falſe ones; for though one Path leads to Truth, a tho 
conduct us into Errour. Pray, Sir, ſeeing Men were 
——— and then cheated into the Belief of a Deity, of 
did that witty Gentleman borrow the Notion ? He v 
tainly imbu'd with the Idea of a God, before he could 
municate it to his Neighbours, The Cheat was firſt pl 
him, before he deceiv'd others. Who impos'd on him 
Name deſerves a confiderable Place in Hiſtory, and I d 
fee, why our Fore-fathers ſhould have been leſs care 
conſerve his Memory, who flyly brought the Notion 
God into the World, than his, who conveigh'd the 
Horſe into the City, and betray'd'it to the Grecian: Bü 
you ſatisſie this Q»ere, the ſame Queſtion will retum; 
cozen'd him? Nor will it ceaſe, till we diſcover the 
or have run up beyond the Firſt Moment of Time; 
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tolerable Eſcape is to reſolve this Fear into Tradition. 
it pray tell me, how you know this Impreſſion ab imme- 
bas been handed down from Father to Son? You are 
of Parts, and glory more in Wit than Grace; you ge- 
y ſcorn all Authority but your own, and appeal even 
hat we call Scripture, to Reaſon : Back your Aſſertion 
any tolerable Proof, and for once I' take it for Demon- 
on: All you can ſay amounts to this, that perchance 
lugo, ſome thinking Brain wrap'd up in continual 8 
ion, blundered upon the Notion, and ſent it round ; that 
und a kind Reception ; and even ſince has been kept in 
tenance and Reputation? But is it not range, that one 
Perchance that ſtands for no God, ſhould weigh more 
an Atheiſt, than poſitive Reaſop for him: 
is Tradition is of a very ancient Date, and older in all 
ability than the Invention of Writing; for ought that 
know, it has been from the Beginning; nay, I may add 
ten times more likely, it ſprang up with. Man, than that 
n firſt ſtarted the Impoſture, and others made it over to 
vity : For the Impreſſion of a God finks juto the Souls 
mly of thoſe Polite; and Civiliz'd; Nations, who have, 
d from Oblivion ſome: Remnants of paſt. Tranſactions 
books of Records, but even of thoſe who are as ignorant 
at paſs d in the laſt Age, as of what was done two thous 
leras ago, and of thoſe whoſe Arithmetick goes not beyond. 
Fingers, nor their Knowledge beyond their own Remems 
ce, What likelihood then that thoſe, ho are Strangers 
Tradition, ſhould be ſo well acquainted with this?? 
it to diſpatch the Firſt Gentleman 3 when the Nee 
e of Thunder was diſcover d; why was not the Cheat 
uk'd 2. Why did not the Pham diſappear at the ſight 
8 which Ignorance and Errour had created 7 
e the Underſtandings of 0 Men ſo cow'd. with the Cheat 
[rſt not ſtruggle againſt it? Or were, they ſo enamour 
er Fears, as to.cheriſhithe Object of their: Torment.2, 1 
de true, our Anceffours were caſt in another Mould than 
Rey hugg d wh WE hate, - and doted on what. we ab! 
ta Man impoſes on us by a Sur riſe, ſo. ſoon, ; the 
idiſcover'd, we. ſtand upon our Guard, and like Birds 
a, grow wild: eee cautious and reſerv d, we 
loff in Jealouſie aud Suſpicion: But our me Anceſtours, 
were thunder d and lighten'd into Belief of a God, kept 5 
Me Illuſion when they had unvizarded the Trick: 5 i 
it ſeems, the Conceit, and were ſo pleas'd with Fears 
®Pprebentions, they reſolw d to make them Jamortal...... 
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Den Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore out 
Memory of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: The G 
was ſoon forgot, tho the Notion of a God remain d; E 
tion kept this on foot, and continu'd it to our Time; and 
deed the Original Tincture of Education ſeldom wean 
Though ſome inbred Principles are impregnable againſt} 
cation, yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from Education, which N- 
it ſelf can hardly deal with, RAKE 
Euſeb. Atheiſts, when they have loſt their other Holgy 
treat to Education; they look upon it as an advantzy 
Poſt, and think themſelves there, not only out of the Re 
of Surpriſe, but of Afault ; it is their darling Argun 
and therefore deſerves a peculiar Conſideration. I defire 
therefore to keep it for a Reſerve; at preſent I have the 
cond Gentleman upon my Hands; and I muſt do him þ 
before I leave him. Lou ſay, other Gentlemen affirm with| 
Probability, that the Perſwaſian of a God ſprings from an innat 
in ib Mind of Man, andi a reſtleſs Apprehenſion of the worſt thi 
happen ; and then you prop the Aſſertion with the Authority of i 
This is in Mr. Hobbs Phraſe 5 Fear of Poor Inviſible, fei 
tbe Mind, or imagin'd from Tales publickly told, is Religion. 
This Evaſion is liable to great Exceptions ; for ſuphi 
Man has an innate Fear, that he is ſubject to imagine d 
ful Things, and apt to ſcare himſelf with ghaft] 1 pan 
of his own Coining ; yet he cannot fear, unleſe me! 
finds the wy ogg raiſes this unquiet Paſſion : What 
ect can we frame in the Shop of his Apprehenfions v 
iat not ſome Relation to Misfortuties he has either feet 
heard of? The Fancy may make ftrange Combinations, 
tie together Things that have no Connexion, yet it 
Enow thoſe Things before it links them together; fot 
Apts like the Will, cannot work upon thoſe 
rials that lie out of ite Sphere. When the Streams of the 
eng mount up to the Brain, a Man may fanſie bin 
at the laſt Gaſp, though his Pulſe beat even, and he 
9 for he has ſeen others die, and knows! 


liable to the fame Fate; but the moſt ſplenetick Comer : 
the World cannot fright himſelf with x Pleurific, unlel fill t 
knows there be ſuch 2 Diſeaſe in Natare. The Notion Wi Task 


God may therefore awaken Man's Fear, but the moſt timo 
Nature cannot tremble at the aN of a God, u 
fach a Being be known': Seeing therefore the Knowledgl 
A2 Opa p es his Fear, who ſtamp'd on Man the Imp ! 
Tbeom. We muſt take Things: zs we find them. Man 

pends originally on himſelf, he ig bebolding to no 755 ; 
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ciple for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever was, and will al- 
; be without any intervening” Chanye : The Notion of 
5 (theſe Gentlemen ſay) has ſtuck cloſe to him from E- 
ty, and in all Probability will jogg on with him till the 
ies fall into Nothing; but to what Intent this Fury ho- 
bout him, Doctors have not determin'd ; ſome not- 


; Happineſs, rais'd this Spirit to cool his Hopes, and ſo- 
kate his Pleaſures, : en 
#, Your Gentlemen Incognito, who argue by Proxy, tri- 
without doubt, and fanfie this Anſwer has made the 
eſs wonderfully clear; but I appeal to the common Senſe 
unkind, whether it does not rather ſtart Difficulties than 
them. I have prov'd, that Men knew God before they 
him, and Fe, that this Fear could not ſpring 
any innate timorous Diſpoſition, but that it muſt be a- 
| to the Great Authour of Nature, who has Ramp'd on 
fouls the Knowledge of his Being 3 now your youn 

flemen very confidently tell me, Man was ab /Eterno, an 

k indebted for his Being to no Body but his own Na- 
and they thruſt on me this fine Syſtem, with ſuch an 


Ito the Firſt Principles; whereas the thing is not only 
but abſurd to Dotage, as I ſhall make out in its proper 


; 2 bad Theſis is always ſupported with weak Proofs. 
kfor the preſent I admit your Hypotheſis. Ariſtotle aſſumes 
iphoriſm as a Principle, natura nibil agit fruſtra, Nature 
dothing in vain; now whether we caſt our view with- 

or within us, whether we ſurvey the great World or 
we ſhall Cabſcribe to the Maxim : The natural In- 


on of Individuals, or elſe to the Beauty and Symmetry 
Whole. Sympathies and Antipathies have their pro- 
ations and Eniployments ; every Being, tho' never ſo 
» ads its Part in the great Theatre of the Univerſe ; 
me no Mutes in the whole Creation, that = ar meer- 
ll the Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things have 
ak cut out for them, and labour in their ſeveral Poſts, 
ould this Notion of a God, like a Drone, ſtand idle 
ut Office, without 8 ? Has Nature flung it 
I World at Random, as the Oftrich lays her Eggs,'and 
nes into the Deſart ? Why ſhould you arraign her Pru- 
in this Point, who ſhows her Wiſdom in the Manage» 
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ſanding are inclin'd to believe, that Nature, envious of 


; but abyſſus abyſſum invocat, one Abſurdity uſhers in a- 


{ Aſſurance, as if it were clear beyond Debate, and near 


bn of all Things either tend to the Perfection or Con- 


ment 
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ment of all Things beſides ? . we not rather to queſ 
your Integrity, than her Conduct ? 

Beſides, whether all Things were ab Zterno of themſel 
or juſtled into Being by a lucky hit of Chance, and Legerd: 
they have at leaſt happen'd as well, as if an Infinite Wiſt 
— Power had an Hand in the Contrivance ; but it's 
certain, that an Infinite Wiſdom would never have ingri 
in the Minds of Men, ſo vain, ſo ſuperfluous a Principle 
there been no God in the World; therefore ſeeing ſuc 
Principle runs through the whole Maſs of Mankind ; wel 
all the Reaſon in the World to conclude there is a God, 

A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who meaſur'l 
Wit by his Eftate, would needs come in to Theomachuis 
cour; he thought his Title would add 2 Luſtre to bis! 
ments, and that he might filence ons 24" by Authority, 


he could not by Reaſon : . Methinks, ſaid he, with Sul" 
« ſion to better Judgments, Theomachus has overlook" * 
« decifive Solution of the Difficulty, yet I muſt needs i < 
« has behav'd himſelf in the Conteſt like 4 Man of Part ir, 


« has not ſhrunk under the Character of a witty and 
« ſpoken Man, but maintain'd his Reputation; yet ( 
* times Warmth and Eagerneſs let Advantage flip, an 
% remember not in an Hurry thoſe Arguments that 0c 
t when our Temper is cool and ſedate : I do not ſee wh 
« ſhould have Recourſe to Accidental, or Natural Fe: 
« why we ſhould fetch this Notion from the further E. 
« Eternity; we can reconcile the Difference, and ftv 
._ 4. Breach at leſs Expence of Time and Labour: Lam: 
«© think Education will unriddle the Myſtery ; we eafily 
« the Firſt Tincture, and when it's well imbib'd, it! 
« wears off: The Firſt Rudiments flick ſo cloſe, that! 
t times they never leave us, and ſo by a pardonable Mi 
« even wiſe Men aſcribe many Things to our Nature, 
« weowe to the ſole Inſtruction of our Nurſe. Tui 
in ſome Families, Popery in others, and the Reforms 
« gion in mine: Whenee comes this Variety but fol 
% ducation, and a certain Influence of the Climate? 
% been born at Conſtantinople, I had taken the Turban 
of an Hat, and Circumcifion in place of Baptiſm * 
| ©. Spain or Italy for my Country, Popery would have beg 

« Religion, and in al Probabilit I ſhould have been 
« dy to fight for Clement the XIth's Prerogative of fn 
« as J am now to fight againſt it: Education alone nat 
« tinu'd gone 3 we are Proteſtants in Eng/avd 09 
« cauſe our Parents and Governours were ſo the la « 
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ne Turks have taken their Alcoran from their Anceftours, 
ad the preſent. Pepiſts, Tranſubſtantiation, Seven Sacra- 
dents, and the Maſs from theirs : Now, if our Fore-fa- 
hers by Education could infuſe unto us the Belief of theſe 
weral Religions, why not that of a God? And if they 
uld, why ſhould we craze our Brain, and exhauſt our 
pirits in the Purſuit of another Origin? YN 
he Company applauded my Lord's Performance, and 
were for petitioning fot an higher Patent; for the ſignal 
ice he had done the Nation. 5 w | 
Under favour, my Lord, this Expedient will not 
nay, thoſe Difficulties I obje& againſt. Theomachus turn 
| oor Hypothefis with no leſs Violence than his : For 
otion of a God could not be ſpread by Education, be- 
t was in the World; it could not be toſt from paſt Ages 
to the preſent, unleſs it was in paſt Ages ; and if it 
it either was ab ZEterno, or began in Time: If you ſay 
if, you build the whole Proof on meer Conjecture and 
lition, nor can you make one Tittle of it good, with- 
ging the Queſtion : If you ſay the ſecond, then either 
zn with Man, or after Lim ; if with Man, then God, 
made Man, Ramp'd on his Mind this Impreſſion; if it 
dafter him, pray who firſt ſail'd into the other Worlds. 
tade the Diſcovery of this airy Spectre? Where did he 
And when? Or at leaſt if you are not able to date the 
" dof the Notion, ſhew me when it was not, and I will 
or Argument the ſame Reſpect I owe your Perſon ; 
not take Words for Reaſon, nor a proofleſs Suppoſi- 
Evidence: You are the Capital Wits of the World; 
. . 1 * 
w Perſons, that will not be impos'd on, that in all Oc- 
ball for Evidence. 
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dhe Notion has no Reſemblance with Education, but 


| Line, every Stroke repreſents Nature to the Life. 


j telf-love, and the Inclination to Pleaſure are. Natural 
2 WE becauſe we ſee theſe T'wo Paſſions accompany him 
Ages, in all Places, and in all Employments ; we love 
hes now as our Anceſtours did Six Thouſand Years ago z - 
uſue Pleaſures in 1722, with the ſame Eagerneſs our 
thers did in 1000, and even thoſe who acting by more 
nd Divine Motives fly Pleaſure, cannot. avoid the 
nd The Deſire of Glory, according to all Men, riſes 
not a Nature, . becauſe it puts the Then of all Men 

| den, it gwakens their Induſtry, and enlivens them 
Agon; we all love to * the ED and hate that 


Ales, according to the Characters of Education, and 


our 
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our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin : This Perſwif 
begun with Man, and has continued in his Blood wit 
Variation, without Interruption, it warms Old Age, and i 
Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant; it captivates the Prince; . 
who dare not fetch Glory from the Camp, purſue it x 
Bar, they plead up their Names when they want Reſolut 
to fight them up ;, in fine, Nature is the ſame in all Men, 
{table, uniform, permanent; but Education is of and 
:omplextion ; 'tis always upon the Change; Time, Intel 
and Conqueſt eſtabliſh New Cuſtoms, they ſet up New! 
ciples of Education, and proclaim New Maxim: The 
jueſt of William the Firft, forc'd England to bow to New 
Sous, as well as New Maſters; it aboliſh'd the Old 
together with the Ancient Kings, and our Education beg 
French with our Governours: Look where you will, and 
find Education always follow'd the Fortune. et the State, 
Subverſion of this was a Prelude to the Eftabliſhmentof! 
If therefore upon Inquiry, we find the Jnftin of x 
has paſs'd untouch'd, through all the Revolutions of 
and Empires; if it has bore up 2gainſt the Fury of the 
barbarous Conquerour ; what can we conchade, but tha 
fix'd and rooted in Nature? But that God has Ramp'd 
Character of himſelf upon us; and that it ſprings not 
the Principles of Education? Now, I hve already de 
ſtrated, that the Nation of a God pofleſs'd all Mens 
from the Beginning of Ages; that it has Need immo 
amidſt all the Viciſſitudes of Time, and allthe Turns. 
tune: Empires have fallen either under the Weight of 
own Greatneſs, or the Fury of the peut rp Kyy ar 
Nations have left Barbarity to take up Civility, and ag 
bandon'd Civility to replunge into Barbarity ;-they have 
ted their old Habitations to ſeek out new ones, and loft 
very Language with their Liberty: One Cuſtom has 
our another, and Time has wore out that to make too! 
a Third: Theſe ſtrange Revolutions have wrought noUl 
in the Belief of a Deity ; it has ſurviv'd Empires, and} 
more durable than the Colaſſus of Rhodes, or the Temp 
Diana; neither the Corruption of Nature, nor all the 
Attempts of Atheiſts, have been able to baniſh it trot 
Town, Village, or F amily : The Notion of a God has 
Mankind inal Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and 
Men, who dare diſpute againſt Him, cannot forbear to tic 
is then moſt certain, that either Man has no Natur! 
penſion, or that this Impteſſion of a Supream Being i 
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our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin : This Perſwif 
begun with Man, and has continued in his Blood wit 
Variation, without Interruption, it warms Old Age, and 
Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant; it captivates the Prince; . 
who dare not fetch Glory from the Camp, purſue it x 
Bar, they plead up their Names when they want Reſolu 
to fight them up ; in fine, Nature is the ſame in all Men, 
ſtable, uniform, permanent; but Education is of anot 
;omplexton ; 'tis always upon the Change; Time, Inte 
and Conqueſt eſtabliſh New Cuſtoms, they ſet up New! 
ciples of Education, and preclaim New Maxime: 'The 
ueſt of William the Firft, forc'd England to bow to New 
foams, as well as New Maſters 7 it aboliſh'd tbe Old 
together with the Ancient Kings, and our Education beg 
French with our Governours: Look where you will, and 
find Education always follow'd the Fortune the State, 
Subverſion of this was a Prelude to the Eftabliſhmentof! 
If therefore upon Inquiry, we find the Inftim of : 
has paſs'd untouch'd, through all the Revolutions of 
and Empires; if it has bore up againſt the Fury of the 
barbarous Conquerour ; what can we conchade, but tha 
fix'd and rooted in Nature? But that God has Ramp 
Character of himſelf upon us; and that it ſprings not 
the Principles of Education? Now, I have already del 


ſtrated, that the Notion of a God poſſeſt d all Mens VF 

from the Beginning of Ages; that it has feed immo e cr 
amidſt all the Viciſſitudes of Time, and all che Turms o dif 
tune: Empires have fallen either under the Weight of WF: 8 


own Greatneſs, or the Fury of the barbarous Goes 


Nations have left Barbarity to take up Civility, and ag: \ 
bandon'd Civility to replunge into Barbarity; they have ot C 
ted their old Habitations to ſeek out new ones, and loſt AP (pr: 
very Language with their Liberty: One Cuſtom has e N 
out another, and Time has wore out that to make roo anc 
a Third: Theſe ftrange Revolutions have wrought no | 


in the Belief of a Deity ; it has ſurviv'd Empires, and} 
more durable than the Colaſſus of Rhodes, or the Temp 
Diana; neither the Corruption of Nature, nor all the 
Attempts of Atheiſts, have been able to baniſh it fron 
Town, Village, or F amily: The Notion of a God has 
Mankind inal Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and 
Men, who dare diſpute againſt Him, cannot forbear to tit 
Pis then moſt certain, that either Man has no Natur / 
penſion, or that this Impreſſion of a Supream'Berng's' 
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the mean time I do not doubt, but Education may limit; 


Natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to one Object 
mother; for though naturally all Men propend to Plea- 
yet what is agteeable to ſome is not to others; what 
bes ſmoothly my Organ, may grate upon yours. Domitian 
ited himſelf with Ricking Flies: Nero. with driving 
ots: Some are for Venus, others for Bacchus: And this 
ming the Univerſal Principle riſes either from Educati- 
x Conſtitution, or both. Again, though the Defire of 
be Natural and Univerſal, yet Education often aſſigns 
Dbject; and hence it is, that Punctilioes vary with the 
ate; ſome place their Glory in overcoming an Enemy; 

in pardoning him; ſome judge nothing more Glorious 
to ride at the Head of an Army, to ſack Towns; and 
Deſolation before them; whilſt others laugh at theit 

j, and rap'd up in 8pecula tion, think it n 
te of Wats; than to wage them: In a Word, Theomachus, 
erchance per ſwade your ſelf nothing can be more illu- 
than to deſie God, whilſt I am ſatisfied the true Glo- 

erery Rational Creature conſiſts in Obedience to his 
hands, and Love to his Perſon : Theſe are the Effects of 
ation, they vary with the Meridian, they become obſe- 
ith Time, and like Faſhions or Almanacks; grow out 


t us ſay the fame of God ; though the Perſwafion of 4 
e engrafted in Nature, yet Education may contribute to 
lifferenr Ideas of him, and to propagate various Wor- 
: Some People fell before a Cyocodile, others before a 
ub, the Romans worſhip'd Men, and ſome Indians the 
|: When once Ignoratce had hatch d theſe monſtrous 
of God, and Authority had given them Credit; Edu- 
ſpread the Errour, and Rane it down to Poſterity : 
de Notion of a Divinity preceded the Infection of Edu- 
and Men believed a Supream Being, and a True God; 
they ſet up the Statues'of a falſe one. 16 6h, 
Fant that the different Sets which divide, and ſubdivide 
aity, owe their Propagation to Education (I mean 
ly) and what wonder ? For Chtiſtianity is a Reveal'd 
don, its Myſteries lie above the Reach of Nature, our 
Aanding cannot come at them, God himfelt-has been 
o communicate them, he has writ them on Paper; not 
it Hearts, and we muſt heax them before we can believe 
i arents take care, either by themſelves, or others; to 
ito their Children the Principles of thoſe Sects they 
* and to chuſe for them a Religion, -befors they can 
1 2 maks 
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make any Choice for themſelves: Thus moſt Men entery 
their Parents Religions, as they do upon their Eſtates, 
reſalve that, which will convey them into an endleſs Mi 
or Happineſs, into meer Education: But the Exiſtene 
a God is printed in our Nature 3 we know it without 
Help of External Revelation or Preaching 5 we are our 
Scripture, our own Apoſtles. | 
But do not think, I deny Education can have any p; 
framing in us the Knowledge of a God; tho' it be Na 
for a Mother to love her Children, and for 2 Child to rel 
his Mother, yet Education concurs, this draws up thoſe 
procal Duties in more lively Colours, and puts the laſt] 
to the rough be of Nature: Juſt ſo, is our 
Controverſie, tho' Nature leads us to the Knowledge 
God, yet Education haſtens it; this brightens oftentime 
Idea, and poliſhes it with Inſtructions and Precepts: 
my Lord, I have return'd an Anſwer to your Objection 
without the leaſt Grain of Partiality prov'd, that Atheil 
treat in vain to Education. ds Re} 
Theo, What you deny to Education cannot be refu 
Policy. This Whim of a God was Hatch'd in ſome 
by a ſecret Juncto of States: men. It firſt iſſu'd from the 
and was probably 1 into the Country by Proclam 
Authority ſent it Abroad, Fear kept it in Countenance 
at laſt the Stamp of Sovereignty propagated it; the 
took marvelouſly ; the N d of a Deity, the 
rours of Eternal Pains, with the flattering Allurements 
ternal Pleaſure, aw'd the Subject into Obedience and 
miſſion ; and then theſe Effects, ſo beneficial to Govern 
eafily perſwaded Princes to cheriſh the Illufion, and tC 
up the Impoſture. fi... „ 
Euſeb. Good God! That Men ſhould be ſo wile to« 
themſelves ! Is the Belief of a God ſo conducing to the 
ing up of Human Socifty ? So neceſſary for the ſupptel 
Diſorders? And the Conſeryation of a juſt Subordi 
*T were then to he wiſh'd at leaſt, there were ſuch 2 
and were I of the great Counſel of the Nation, I woul 
a Bill to Both the Houſes for the Extirpation of J 
' - Who endeavour to deprive the State of ſo excellent an 
ment of Government. But *tis ſtrange, that Man, into 
Soul, Nature, Chance or Neceſſity, or what you think fit 
his Original Cauſe, have breath'd ſuch a Sympathy * 
merce, ſuch an Inclination to Society, ſhould have * 
ſo naked of thoſe Materials that are neceflary for cat!) 


any ſtable Correſpondence, that he is fore d to have Re 
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fiction, to flie to Forgery, and to build the whole Frame 
nutual Communication on Cheats, that are the Bane of 
ery, the Plague of Converſation, the Diſturbers of Peace, 
declar'd Enemies to Order. | * 
my, W hat Machiavel firſt raig'd this Spirit, that all the 
er of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has never been able 
jure down? What great Nebucbadonezor reat d up this 
ntick Statue of a Deity, and then commanded all People and 
Jun; to fall down and worſbip it? Where did he keep his 
t? In what part of the World did he Reign? In what 
did he Live? A Credible Return to theſe few Queries 
it poſſibly make ſome Impreſſion on Reaſonable Men: 
in H theſis in the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, 
sſuftain'd by meer Conjecture or Poſſibility, muſt fall 
be Ground: n without Reaſon makes but a lean 
re, and if you intend to win our Faith, firſt ſubdue our 
iin | IE 
unh, If the Notion of a Deity be a meer Trick of States- 
a fly In vention of Princes ; methinks, they ſhould not 
at the Monſter, they only. fram'd to affright others; 
may turn their Subjects Fears into Diverſion, as well as 
, and applaud their Cunning for this double Advantage 
bedience and Pleaſure ; but we ſee the cantrary ; States- 
ue no more ſecure from Throws of Conſcience, than 
lechanicks, nor the Prince, than the Peaſant ; the Ter- 
ofa God often riſe with the Character; Great Men moſt 
{ his Juſtice, becauſe they moſt, offend his Goodneſs, I 
„en, how thoſe who fourb'd others, become Dupes to 
own Contrivances. If by State: Magick they canjur'd up 4 
thantom, why do they tremble at it? Dic all the Prin- \Y 
the World die inteftati, without making aver this great | 
un Impexzi ta their Succeſſours? Were they cut off in one 
It 28 the Firſt-born of Zeypt : Or did they intomb this 
Secret with their Bodies? A Man that can ſwallow 
Abſurdities, rather wants Hellebore than Arguments, and 
d ſooner recommend him to a Phyſician than a Philo- 


} 1 
he 
rell 
if 
2 
gull 


J\ 


by, That Heroe of your Faction, the reat N « Hobbs, 


ble Politician, who wheedled himſelf firſt, and then a 


bro eradle part of the Nobility out of Conſcience and Reli- 
bie: That Hobbs, I ſay,, who has left us a Draught of 
nent, I mean of Atheiſtical Policy, in Folio Who 
eu little what he fays, as what he believes, croſſes up- 
u Syſtem ; he rather lays the Knavery at the Subject's 


dan at the Prince's, and affirms point-blank, the ſet- 4 
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ting up of a God was to drive home Liberty, and to pen 
Sovereignty, to countenatice Diſobedience, and to clip 
Wings of Authority: ' It is impoſſible, ſays he, 4 Commons 
ſbould fland, where any other but the Sovereign bath à Power of 
ing greater Reward than Life, and of inflitting greater Puniſh 
" than Death; now ſeeing Eterna Life is a greater Reward than 
Life Preſent, and Eternal Torment a greater Puniſbment tha 
Death of Nature, it is a Thing woriby to be well conſtder'd of all 
that deſire by obeying Authority to au the Calamities of Conſuſim 
Civil War; and what is meant in Holy Scriptuze by Life Eterndl, 
Torments Eternal ; and then he lays before his Reader as 
a Scheme of Life and Death Eternal, as a Libertines can defire 
an Atheiſt invent: According to this Gentleman; thoſe? 
ces, that firſt ſet up the Notion of a God upon political 
were but puny Statiſts, they were as unacquainted with 
Intereſt as the Maxims of Ruling, for confliturlng 2 Supe! 
Power, that could reward more liberally, and puni 
{ſeverely than they; they ſuggeſted new Preterices of Re 
to their Subjects, and ſhew'd a Secret till then unknown 
That on Occaſions they might war upon their Leiden 
mly without Sin, but even with Merit: For in the Hy 
of a God, this Maxim is evidetit, God is to be obey'd bee 
now Experience teaches us, that Knaves can eafil — 
the Aob, any Injunction of a Prince that lies a little best 
againſt God, and when once this Frenzy has ſei2d upon 
Brain of the Vul 
F 


zar, they flie to Arms, they lay out 2 
ey burchet their Fellow. Subjects out of Doverith and 
the Preropative td Propetty, and the Crown to the Pron 
Pitchfork: Theſe, 1 ſuppoſe, ate the Reaſom that more 
Hobbs to caution Princes againft Religion, to queſtion the 
wards of Vertue, and the Puniſhments of Vice: You ſet 
ou recede from the Opinion of Mr. Hobbj, and leave 
Patriarch in the Lurch; It's unkind to treat a Gentleman 
ſo little Ceremony, to whom you owe ſo much; be 
brought Atbeiſm into Credit, and like the Gyant in the? 
firſt war'd openly upon Vertue, and then turn'd his Ful 
gaink Heaven He model'd you into a kind of Society 
before. rang'd about the World like the wild Turtars or 
ant, Without Government or Order: *T'was he firſt rais'd 
pudence to a Science, Fietity to Wit, and Infidelity to! 
Sion; From him you borrow your Errours, and even 
2a dttend them: Why. e x90 diſoblige 2 
whom your whole Fratstuity Hands indebted ?  , 
"Ina Word, the Belief of a Divinity could never be im 
en Madikind by the Cutting of any Prince uf staben 
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en one Man attempts to over-reach another, he has Re- 
ſe, without doubt, to Reaſon; now I cannot perſwade 
ſelf that Reaſon can invent a Cheat, that Reaſon cannot 
over ; for it's evident the Belief of a Supteam Being car- 
Dread and, 'Terrour along with it; it humbles Pride, 
ck Lew dneſs, and curbs the pleaſing Sallies of Senſuality ; 
eſcribes Laws to Intereſt, and Bounds to Pleaſure, it re- 
ins Thoughts no leſs than Actions; then how can a Man 
lis Wits preſume, that upon the bare Propoſition of the 
fine, without wy ſerious Examen, without the Recom- 
dation of plauſible Arguments, all Men ſhould ſwallow 
Impoſture, and vote the Being ot a God at the Expence 
beit darling and favourite Prerogative Liberty, of their 
et and Tranquility ? Before you can admit ſu palpable an 
udity, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind flung up their:Rea- 
for Company-ſake, or run mad to keep up the Frolick : 
muſt ſu ppoſe our Anceſtours were of another Species, than 
that their Inclina tions croſs d on ours, they plac'd their 
gute not in Enjoyment but Self-denial, their Liberty in 
tint, and their Happineſs in Trembling 
ut if you ſay they embrac d the Tenets on Grounds falla- 
uat Bottom, but glaz'd over with the plauſible Varniſh 
vphiſtry and Paralogiſm; it's ſtrange, that Reaſon after 
undred Attempts, for the ſpace of many Ages, has never 
table to tear off the Diſguiſe, or to diſcover the Fallacy 
vas contrived by Reaſon: And yer it is more aſtoniſhing, 
the Univerſal Reaſon of Mankind has been wretchedly 
ard and blinded to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take 
Proofs for reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Princi- 
of Atheiſts, were never able to give any rational Account 
's Exiſtence, either by his Effects or Operations: You 
I believe this, unleſs you believe that Reaſon it ſelf is 
kaſonable, or that the 3 of all the World was over- 
id by that of one Crafty Politician, If you dare venture 
ap in with this Abſurdity, I muſt confeſs your Faith is 
and Comprebenſive in ſome Caſes, tho' ſtreight lac'd in 
"5; and you cannot refuſe to believe a God, unleſs you 
its in your Pawer to believe what is morally impoſſible, 
not what is highly credible. | To conclude, you have un- 
e the Secret; it's a meer Siate - Engine, you ſay, a petty 
to fright ſame, and flatter others into Obedience; dis- 
l therefore your Fears, run from Conſcience, or out: grow 
Face Good and Evil om the ſame Level, for nothing can 
ail below, unleſs there bea Supream Law- giver above. 
F 5 Id will ſeream out at its Nurſe, under the diſguiſe of a 
—_ þ as Vizard 
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Vizard, but take it off, and he turns the very Object of Wniti 
into Play and Diverſion; You have unmaſk'd the Fourb Poets 
you have diſcover'd the Impoſture, why have you leſs A 
rance than a Child? Why leſs Diſcretion ? Why do yon 
ſweat under the Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes groan 
the Laſhes of Conſcience? If you have been gull'd into i 
Frights, diſcourſe your ſelf out of them; Fear and Rem ms 
are not very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm or two would em 
ou of theſe Incumbrances,'I would have you try Conclufi 
But alas! Your own Breaſts confute your Pretenſions, en! 
you affirm the Impreſſion of a God is nothing but a 1 
your Tongue trembles together with your Heart, and lil 
Criminal at the Bar, you avow the Fact by a faint Denial. 
| Theo, Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Errour 
invade and ſubdue all Mankind: Now, can any thing 
imagin'd more Univerſal than Polytheiſm ? Did it not 
through all Countries, as well as all Times? Did it not ſu 
away the Rich with the Poor ? The Philoſopher with 
literate? And the Prince with the Peaſant ? "Through « 
Gate did this prophane 'Worſhip creep into the World 


many Gods may be foiſted in, why not One? Does the Coche 
neſs of the Ablurdity facilitate the Impoſture ? Bec e 
Plurality of Gods ſhocks Reaſon, more than an Unity, Wi: U 
Reaſon eaſier over-look the QContradittion ? Does the Ui m 
lie out of Sight, becauſe a Child may diſcover it ? tur 


Euſeb, Polytheiſm (tho it ſpread wide) was never Uni : 
ſal : We know as ſure when it was not, and when it be. f 
as paſt Tranſactions can be known : The Memory of TI h 
paſt can only run down to us through the Channel of Tra; is 
on ; Authours both Sacred and Prophane mark its Ong Lice 
takes its Riſe from the Tower of Babel, and the Firſt 

rour was metamorphos'd into the Firſt Deity : Nor did i Dia. 
fect all People; ſome Millions of Jaun dete fled the Sacre bens 
and there are many probable Conjectures in ſpight oft d 
Sorbone, that the Worſhip of One God continu'd in Chin 8h wa 
thouſand Years : But however, ſince the Birth of Chriſto, 
Poly theiſm has loſt Credit and Empire, it only reigns lo: 
Ignorance and Barbarity domineer, and thoſe poor Crea Pe 
Hug the Cheat, who are willing to be deceiv'd. - 
Moreover the Pom, and wiſe Men of all Ages WF 
Countries receded from the Multitude in this monſirou ſe P. 


neration : Plato confeſs'd he was ai Polytheiſt when he-ips uty 

jeſt, but a Theift when he ſpoke in earneſt: Cicero ral enen 

State Theology, and drolls upon thoſe Gods in bis Boo Wo 

ador'd in the Capital : e Nele the 
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nities; and in a Word, all the Heathen Divines as well 
gets evidently demonſtrate, that thoſe believ'd in many 
% who follow'd Cuſtom, and thoſe in One who obey'd 
don: So that, tho' the wiſe Men were not guilty of the 
ur, they were of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam down the 
m with the Vulgar, they burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer'd 
ums to Statues, and approv'd in their Actions, what they 
emn'd in their Judgment. | 
yy, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitude in their 
en Frights look'd up to Heaven, not the Capital, and in- 
done God, not many: Whence we may draw with him 
ference, that Nature profeſs'd One God, whilſt Corrup- 
ind Ignorance allow'd of Thirty Thouſand : But befides, 
in you beg Univerſally of the Vulgar, the Vote of the 
litude ſeparated from the Approbation of the Wiſe, is no 
to be regarded than the Opinion of Bedlamites ; their Au- 
ty can be of no greater Weight, than that of Children, -. 
have Reaſon but cannot uſe it: They know as little 
they do, as why: They act by no other Rule than Pas- 
o Cuſtom : Like frighted Sheep one treads on the Heels 
ther, and the Miſtake of the Firſt is follow'd by that 
be whole Flock: In fine, they judge at Random, take 
Ig upon Truſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſhood with the 
mpreſſion; and ſo leave us no Marks to diſcover the 
M4 re, | h 4 8 
it again, your Argument is ſo far from er hs 
burſe, that it confirms it: People had never ador'd Falſe 
6 had they not been firſt perſwaded there was a True 
; a8 2 Picture ſuppoſes ſome real Original, ſo a Counter- 
Kellency ſuppoſes a real One: Who would counterfeit 
us, if there was no ſuch Coin? Or cheat the World with 
Diamonds, if there were no true Ones in Nature? The 
dens ador'd Falſe Gods ; I think we may therefore with 
at deal of Probability infer, that Nature taught them 
Ws a True One. and 7, 
w, it's no hard Taſk to convince a Man that will Koop 
aſon, that Polytheiſm might eaſily be ſet on Foot by 
Policy, or Corruption, though the Belief of One God 
not: Firſt to ſatisfie the Senſes, Men made God Viſible: . 
WF to content the Imagination, that could not crowd 
e Ferfections of God in one Idea, they multiply'd the 
ty; then Blindneſs growing upon them with the Su- 
mon, thoſe Things that were intended to repreſent his 
lions were applied to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz'd 
Utem to that Degree, that they deified Diſeaſes, and a> 
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Defeat: The Roman Caſars lov'd ra 


above the Stars, and built Temples tb thoſe who 
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dored theſe Obſcenities in their Temples, they dueſt 
name in civil Company; laſtly, to favour their Paſſions, 
to give full Wing to unreaſonable Appetites, they place 
2 in Heaven, Strumpets on Altars, and adored a 
ces, that they might be exempt from the Practice ofall 
tues ; for who durſt condemn what they ador'd ? Or p 
what they worſhip'd F? What Crime might not be commi 
at Home with Honour and Impunity, that was reveren 
the Temples with Proftitution and Victims ? 

But if this Account does not pleaſe you, pray attend, x 
hope you will receive full Satisfaction. Polytheiſm is 
of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore we cannot imagi 


| ne 
plung'd into the very depth of Wickedneſs without pre: 
00 


” 


iipofitions. Crimes like Natural Bodies do not 
in a Moment, but leiſurely : Nemo repente fit peſſmui. [dol 
like all other monſtrous Offences came upon us by Deg 
Firſt Men carv'd Statues, then they honour'd them, 
ne, ador d them; and as the Cauſe of making them wa 
rious, ſo that of deifying them was alſo: A Father, f 
Wiſe Man, afflicted with untimely Mourning, when he 
made the Image of his Child taken away, now honout'd 
asa God, which was then a dead Man; and ſome fell i 
deſperate an Ignorance, as to erect Statues and Altars td 
very-Perſotis they mourn'd for ; they conſtituted Cerotn 
for the ge as Cures for the Grief of the Living. Sn 
font, qiia fer unt aſſumpt a Solatia. Min. Felix, - 18 94 
0 In ms Places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of I 
who ſubſtituted their Statutes to ſupply their Preſence, 
commanded their Subjects to pay their Repreſentative 
Reſpect due te their Perſons ; & n's this Worſhip, tlio d 
its Origin, ſwell'd into Adoration by the ſervile Flatts 
ſotne, and the ſtupendious Blindneſs of others, and when 

the Gate flew open to 1llufion, Idolatry tuſh'd into the 
like a Torrent, and bore down all before it. Nebeb4 
would be ador'd whilft he liv'd : Alexander obtain d We 
of the Perfians, but could not of his Macedonians ; thels 
up their Valour-would never own their King was a 0 
others deified their Conquerour to palliate the Sbatme of 
ſar; Nat da be fear d while 

lived, than adored; they would fitſt die: before ae © 

N Immortal, and N to 
till Death cut eim to Government; but then 
norant Multitude and fawning Magiſtrate-plac'd theit k 


ſtabb d in the Senate, or Aung into, the; Common-ſhors 
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nother Places Polytheiſm, and Idolatry came from Grati- 
; the People dedicated Statues to thoſe Famous Men, 
firſt founded their Cities or improv d them, who fram'd 
% of invented Arts: And in Proceſs of Time, the exte- 
Marks of Gratitude became Divine Worſhip : If you 
t of theſe Qccafions, let me recommend to your Peruſal 
Untius, Philaſtrius, Arnobius and Minucius Felix, and I am conft- 
ou will urge no more for Satisfaction: Now, if you aſk 
why the Notion of One God could not be impos'd on 
Rind by Ignorance, Stupidity and Cuſtom, as well as + 
ty and Polytheiſm ; I can only defire you to ſpend a Mo- 
ts Reflection, on what I have ſaid already. "I" 
bs, I perceive then you will not admit it poſſible, that 
Errour can be Univerſal : Pray do not balance plain Mat- 
Fact with Speculation. Did not all the World believe 
ltijodes impoſſible ? And do not the Clowns of all Nati> 
o this Day take the Moon or Sun to he ten times bigger 
the fix d Stars. | 104004 
. Whether an Errour can be Univetſalor no, is not my 
1; tho? Ariftotle denies it, and though it can never be 
E out by any Fact, that ſuch an Errour is poſſible, yet if 
neſſion will be any Advantage to your Caule, pray take 
lowever, I maintain, that the Perſwaſion of a God can- 
pſlibly be ſuch ; and I think that the Aſſertion is made 
clear already, yet to ſatisfle Doubts, and to cut off all 
þ add an Argument, which has all the Appearance of 
Kon, M31 * 5 , 
tre is 2 Natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, that ne- 
leceives him ; but then there is a Prejudice that always 
Were we exempt from this; we ſhould ſeldom be in 
Wrong, and were we deveſted of that, we ſhould never 
the Right; we cannot throw our Miſtakes on any in- 
Quality of the Intellect, for then falſe Judgments would 
aural to it, and ſo we might take up with the N K. 
loubt of all Things, or rather we ſhould. be aſſur d b 
Une, that we were always in Errour.. 
ere are two Sources of Errour, the one Exteriour, which 
be reduc'd to Example, Education, and Sopbiftry 5 - theſe ex. 
irange Empire on the Underſtanding, they impoſe | 
It to Admiration, and almoſt forte it into Erfbur by 
a 5 Objects under falſe Light; hence it comes, that 
dels in hot Countries, and Drunkenneſs in cold, paſs for 
hes, although in themſelves they are great cs: 
iteriour Cauſes are Three, the Senſes, Imagination and 


and any of theſe are able to propoſe Thioge.ia bore 
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row d Colours, and repreſent them ro the Underſtanding 
different from themſelves ; thus a Star —_— been rept: 
ed to us from our Cradle no bigger than a Candle, wel 
found ſome difficulty to be dilabuſed, not being able t 
concile the ſmall Idea we take from our Senſe, to that 
one we receive from Reaſon ; our Imagination has bez 
imploy'd in Matter, that it gives even Spirits its Propert 
we are no more able to imagine our Souls without Extenf 
than a Mountain without a Valley; the Will being eng 
by Paſſion, byaſſes the Underſtanding, and forcing it toju 
true whatever ſtands for our Advantage, leads us int 
Thouſand Errours, and then *tis very hard to diſcover 
Miſtake, when tis our Intereſt to be deceiv'd: Now, | 
the Univerſal Belief of a God, cannot be aſcribed eithe 
the Exteriour Cauſes of Errour, or to the Interiour : 
Firſt of the Aſſertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I hari 
ready brought; the Second I prove beyond a Poflibilit 
1 ä 

The Belief of a Deity cannot with any Colour of R 
be ſuppos'd to flow from any of theſe general Origins of 
ſion, it it be rather contrary than conformable to them, it 
rather prompt us to believe there is no God, than that! 
is one 3 for what Errour can ſpring from thoſe Cauſes 
have no Proportion to it, that rather ſtifle than fomen 
Now, I appeal to Atheiſts themſelves, whether they ont 
2 great part of their criminal Incredulity to Senſe, Imag 
on, and Corruption of Heart; they have been ſo long 
ſtom'd to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have lol 
Faculty of Reaſoning ; they reject, as Sophiſtry or empty 
culation whatever cannot fall under Senſation ; they te 
they cannot admit God to be the Object of their Faith 
cauſe he cannot be that of their Senſe ; their Imaginati 
loft in the Survey of his Eternity and Immenſity, they c 
frame to themſelves any tolerable Idea of his Eflence, 
what he did, nor where he was before the World's Crea 
and then this Nonplus of the Imagination puzzles the U 
ſtanding, and ſo they deny 1 , becauſe they do 
conceive his Eſſence, Attributes and Occuparion : In fine 
| tainted Inclinations that tyrannize over the Heart, 1ev 
their Engines againſt God's Exiſtence, becauſe this 
eurbs their Inſolence, and if it does not correct their Irie 
rity, atleaſt it abates their Violence. 1 
Let therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for many 
deny the W let them believe the A Stars are no 
ger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the Moon equa) 
2 TV i b 


„ "= 


1 +, * 7 
> 


a 
, , 1 


The GENTLEMAN INSYHRUC TED. 323 
the very Hypotheſis favours me; this Univerſal Miſtake 
res me almoſt above Demonſtration, that thoſe, who con- 
God, are not deluded : For Six Thouſand Years the Sen- 
have brought Negative Arguments againſt the Exiſtence 
Divinity. Imagination has conjur'd up an hundred Diffi- 
tes, and thrown as many Prejudices in our Way, the ex- 
m Wickedneſs of moſt Men has made »o God their Intereſt, 
it has conquer'd their Defires, and corrupted their Wiſhes : 
in ſpight of Senſe, in ſpight of Imagination, maugre all 
fribes of Senſuality, the Flattery of Appetite, and Vio- - 
of Paſſions, that always raiſe Doubts in the Face of Evi- 
o in the Preſence of Demonſtration, the Belief of a God 
tood unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the moſt Obdurate, en- 
ten'd the moſt Stupid, ſcar'd the moſt Profligate, and o- 
me the moſt Rebellious ; all Nations, in all Ages, have 
wwledged his Being; and even thoſe who pretend to he 
iſts cannot clear themſelves of Doubts, their Fears are 
certain than their Judgment, and they quake before the 
i? they laugh at. | | | 
de now whether the Belief of a God can be the Effect 
zjudice, ſeeing it wars upon the very Principles of Errour, 
maintain its Empire over the Judgments of Men, meerly 
uſe no Prejudice can withſtand it. I conclude therefore, 
Univerſal Conſent, this Harmonious Concord of Men in 
ums different, oppoſite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary 
me to the other in Complexion, as well as Features, ean- 
weed from any Thing, but the Conviction of a Truth 
I breath'd into our Souls. when he eſpous'd' them to our 
les, he twiſted it with our Nature, and ſo has fenc'd it 
iſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom and Inclination, he has 
Id it againſt the falſe Intelligence of Senſe, and the con · 
ting Impreſſion of Imagination: You may as ſoon de- 
| the Sun out of the Zodiack, as this indelible Truth out 
ur Heart, or diſpute an Ethiopian white, as reaſon a God 
i Cbym4ra 2 No Armour is Proof againſt the Point of this 
ld, there is no Shelter againſt the Force of this invincible 
ment, Opinionum commenta delet dies. Nature judicia con- 
Time wears out the Fiction of Opinion, and unmaſks 
Falfity of ill- founded Perſwaſions, but then it corrobora - 
de Dictates, confirms the Judgments of Nature; an 
12 Notion has ſtood the Trial of all Nations, and endur' 
of all Ages, tis a Sign it ſprings from Nature, not 
Gptice or Illuſion, L . 
f | „ 44% I 
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DIALOGUE xv. 
From the Univerſal Conſent of NATIONS, it follows, tha 


Propoſition, 'THERE Is A Go, can be no more Doubifulthay 
'T HERE WAs sUcH A Man As C GAR. 


OU fanfie; I ſuppoſe, I am come over to you; 

turn'd a thorough-pac'd Convert; you have 
me ſufficiently with Words, but not at all 

Reaſons. Mast | 1 

_ "Euſeb. Tis eaſier to aſperſe Truth, than to confute it: 

IL I began the Conference, if you remember, I engag'd my 

to give you convincing Proofs of a God, but not Wit to 
Ade them : I have done my Part, and if they mak 
Impreſſion, you muſt accuſe either your Incapacity ot 
naty, not the Weakneſs of the Argument. A Man that 
no Eyes, or ſhuts em, may grope in the Dark at Noon: 
and if he blunders into a Precrpice, he muſt diſchatge the 
and lay his Misfortune on the Indiſpoſition of the Org 
the Folly of his own Will : I have diſcover'd Truth, and 
it as open as Demonſtration will permit, now you very g 
Iy tell me, you can't diſcern it; you may at the fame] 
accufe Euclid, and turn his Demonſtrations inro Paralopi 

ou may ſay Pythagoras has ſham'd Human Reaſon will 
Famous Di covery, and that he was too liberal when he 
a Hecatomb for a Sophiſm. I tell you again, I have not? 
ted your Tn wi Fallacy or Sopbiſm, but with 
Truth: A Child may ſee it, and no Man of Reaſon can 
it ; it's too evident to be overlook d, and too ſtrong 
withſtood ; you may as well doubt whether there wa 
2 Prince as Cefar, as call in queſtion the Being of a Deitſ 

Theo, Hold there: I no more doubt of Cæſars Being, 

of my own; it's not in my Power to diſſent from eithet. 
Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you make this publick Confeſſion toi 
Singularity, or that ſome under-hand Defign has 4 8 
ſtroak in your Confeſſion, than Conviction, © 
Theo. Nothing but Evidence draws out the Confeſſi 
cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, and I mul! 
ver, if bare Conjedtures ſupport mee. 

' Exſeb. Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematicks di 
demonſtrate Ceſar was ID 
Theo, Youare ina Vein of Banteriog ſurely ; PaRM 

of Fact neither require, nor are capable of Mathem 
Proofs; they are not to be made out by Sines Or Tangens 
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lon the Baſes of Authority, and are only convey 'd to our 
wedge by Tradition: Now, I ſuppoſe the j "oat Conſent 
en and all Ages, is able to e any paſt Tranſacti- 
dible. 

{, Your Arithmetick runs too high ; z what do you eel 
Men? The Tenth Part of Mankind has heard Teſs of 
tan of Domingos Voyage to the Moon : If you ſend 
nd Cry after this Great Conquerour into - Country, 
Parts of Ten will take him ſooner for an Highway. man, 
an Emperour, and rather ſuppoſe he had taken a Purſe, 
conquer'd the World: Other e Countries of Europe are as 
xquainted with this Heroe as outs: He is abſolutely loſt 
and Japan ; his Feats never ſwam over into America, 
kis Obſcurity even in 4fiz and Africa is far greater than 
own ; his Memory is only confin'd to Books, Ades 
a Pedants and School-Boys. 

„ Tis true, but the Tradition, though not phyſicg 
rl, is morally 1 z and this ſuffices to make the Fa 


#, Nay Sir ! lam abſolutely for en 10 did | you nor 
1 was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, r 

Aucboret, to take up in Foreſts, and Forſwear all. 
pociety ; for in Reality, you would be as ill rigg d out 
merlation as Buffoes or Buzzards ; but then if upon leſs 
you believe there has been ſuch a Man as C ger, „ why 
tefuſe to believe a God 80 reater? 
What? Do you pretend 2 
de cogent, * thoſe that prove Cæſar has been? 
do: For not a Tenth Part of the World has ever 
22 and Man from the Firſt Or 5 of Things, 
Jrery Man that las been able to diſcourte, to link to» 
| Antecedents and-Conſequences, has confels d there is a 
Being; ſo that if we 9 4 peal to Number, and 

nue of the Contro verse to Vote, che Being of a God 
the Day: As chere is no Proportion between the Au- 
chat ſtands for Cæſar, and that which. ſtands for God, 
0 * ay Compariſon between end of one, 
the other. 

nu es, uſb who atteſt Ceſar has been, bad no/Intereft to 
1 3 0 ey got no more by his Being, chan by his not Be- 
th e ns 97 nat advance their Fortune, nor the 

it: But a conſiderable part of thoſe, who avouch tor 2 
Fre intereſted in his net Being, they were Men ſunk in 
zem ele, and loſt in Debauchery, their Hande were = mn 
 Rapine and Sacriloge, — their Hearts deſtl'd wich 
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the moſt crying Abominations ; they wiſh'd there wen 

God, becauſe they liv'd as if there were none; their Ints 
voted him down yet their Judgments could not. The! 
of their wounded nſciences told them, there was 4 God; 
though they apprebended his Juſtice, they had not the | 
neſs to diſown it: If therefore thoſe Men deſerve mote 
dit who ſpeak 9. — their own Intereſts, than thoſe u 
not, this ſingle Circumſtance makes the Being of a Godt 
certain, than that of Caſar. | 

Theo. There is Excedens and Exceſſum ; if we go to Pal 
ou may perchance gain the Suit, but if to Evidence, 
uſe is mine. The Authority of a few built on Evid 
weighs Ten times more than the Authority of many deft 
of Reaſon. Thus the Caſe ſtands between you and me; 
witneſs for God, than for Cæſar; but then the Autheri 
. thoſe who maintain a God is ſupported by Fancy alone 


Euſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief of a God 
out Reaſon. What! Can a Man affirm ſuch an amaziny 
poſſibility, and boggle at any Thing? A wiſe Man may 
times be impos'd on by ſubtle Appearances, he may þ 
Shadow for the Subſtance, and take counterfeit Real 
well as adulterate Coin: But to ſay all Mankind took « 
Belief of a God on a Frolick, without Reaſon, nay, a 
the Intereſt of the greater Part, is to ſuppoſe-them fin 
a clap with the Spirit of Folly and Madneſs ' *tis to {u 
them Irrational, and by Inference, not Men ; and wh 
Fancy frame more prodigious, than that a Man' of 
ſhould believe this Epidemical Lunacy without any G 
or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent about this Frolick ;"if1 
poſted it away to every Corner of the habitable World 
thinks, we have right to expect it may play little Pra 
Things of another Nature. Why have the Gentry ng# 
Kung Tt — Muſt ard Balls into their own Houſes, and 
the Frenzy thro' the whole Nation? Why have they 
conſpir'd the Ruin of Vintners by withdrawing their C 

or ſuppreſs'd the Ins of Court by compoſing Law Suits 
- miable? Could we ſee Aſſociations carry on theſe,pet!) 
. Hcks, we might perchance have ſome Inclination to thin 
Univerſal were poſſible, but till you give me an Inſtane 
muſt pardon my Incredulity. +, 444 +» 
No, tis Time to take into Confideration your 'p!® 
Advantage : The Proofs for Ceſar's Being are reſolv dy f 
into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe. for God's Exit? 
not, therefors the Authority that Rands for C4/#v'® 
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t which ſtands for God, in the ſame Proportion that Cer- 
de drawn from the Perceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the 
itude taken from ny other Faculty. _ 3 

vf, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for Cæſar be 
er, tis falle Logick to conclude that the Evidence of 4 
z grounded on the moſt UniverſHl Conſent that ever was 
1. World, is inſufficient to ſecure a wiſe Man from Doubt + 
certainly ſomething below Supream Evidence will ſuf- 
and if 208 will not grant me this, it evidently follows, 
en be ſure of nothing but what you ſee ; for the Expe- 
of your own Eyes is ten times more 5 tha 
of another, let it apply to you by. the moſt full Au- 
ty that can be imagin'd. «pt: | 
wndy, You cannot refuſe your Aſſent to the Exiſtence of 
xd upon account that the Univerſal Authority of Mankind 
t founded on Senſation ; For then you undermine and 
7 Foundation of Atheiſm, and apoftate from Incredu- 
; for either you are an Epicyrean, or Ariftotelian Atheiſt, id 
jou believe the World was compos'd by Charice of Atoms, 
ab Zterno : Take which you pleaſe; if the Firſt, pray 
ke, did you ever ſee thoſe Atoms? Did you ever view 
Motion 2 Was you preſent when they danc'd the Hay? 
todic'd the World by a Turn of Barnaby? Did at leaſt 
x Ihicurus or Democritus afſure their Scholars they ſaw this 
E! Can they tell us the Names of their Generals? The 
ber of their Squadrons ? Or Battalions? How long the 
Itlafted ? And upon what Articles the Peace was agreed 
lf the Second, I defire to know what ocular Certainty 
are of the World's Eternity; could any Man be preſent 
range Production before he was; id ef, could he exiſt 
Eternity? Theſe Things go down with Atheiſts with- 
Ewing, without Examen; they believe em, tho' no Bo- 
ſaw em, and what is yet more admirable, without any 
nity to recommend em, nay, in {pt ht of Authority, 
banſt the moſt evident Conviction o Realon, but when 
letion is to believe a God upon the Univerſal Conſetit 
Nations, back*d with all the Force of Reaſon, they beg 
don, they cannot captivate their Underſtanding to 
lief of a Thin that has: never been ſeeti ? Is this ta 
na Principles? Yet, without doubt; you treat Princi- 
be Pregbyterians did the Government in Fort Two,; 
7 [ended to ſettle it on a ſtable Bottom, yet fairly over- 


4 | ae Hy ed 

, Did you not tell me, you requir'd ſuch Proofs only 

Je nd, as the Matter was Capable of 2 That he muſt = 4 
| 00 
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Fool or Madman, that would not believe there was fud 
Place as Conſtantinople, unleſs it could be demonſtrated by 
thematicks? Or deny'd a God, becauſe he did not ſee hit 
For to believe the Being of 1 . no other Te 
than Demonſtration, or of God upon no Evidence but thy 
Senſe, is to require a Conviction not poſſible ; for God: 
not be ſeen by a corporal Eye, nor can the Being of Conf 
nople be evidenc'd by Euclid : So that the Authority for a ( 
cannot be enervated, becauſe it is not reſolv'd into Senſe: 
ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and ſtriv'd to manifeſt himſelf to 
kind, he never could expoſe his Eſſence to the Eye; fot 

ou muſt either ſay ſuch a 7 up Teſtimony is not nece 
or a thorough Conviction of his Being, or that his On 
tency cannot ſufficiently manifeſt it ; take which you y 
that cuts off your Retreat, and this plunges you into the A 
of Abſurdity and Blaſphemy. n | 

| Fourthly, Though Cæſar was the CU of Senſe, this 
cumſtance cannot poſſibly have any Influence on youre 
This ſtands meerly on the Bafis of Authority; for iflalk 
why you believe there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar? Tou 
Me, becauſe Tully and others liv'd and convers'd with | 
If I enquire farther, how you know they liv'd and con 
with him? You muſt reply, becauſe they ſay fo in their 
tings ; So that the ultimate Motive of your Belief, is 
Authority, partly deriv'd to you by their Books, par 
the concurring Teſtimony of intervening Ages; and this 
appear more palpably, if we ſuppoſe Tully and the f 
theſe Authours, who tell us, they were particularly acq 
ed with Ceſar, in reality never knew him, and ſo impos 
the next Age, Which propagated the Cheat by à cont 
Tradition down to our Days: For till in this Hypothe/ 
would believe there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar. Why ? 
cauſe you have the ſame Authority, ſo that their ſeeing 
or not ſoelng him, has no influence on your Aſcent, 
Word and Credit alone ſway your Judgment. 

But, Laftly, I ſay, That God hath been both ſeen and! 
as much as a Spirit can poſlibly be of thoſe Senſes, and} 
Authority of a God is not only of a farther Extent th 
for Caſar, but it alſo leans on Reaſon, and what makes 
oy * preſent Purpoſe, on the Evidence and Conyidti 

enſe. a | 3 

Theo. This indeed is an hardy Undertaking, and wort 
ſuch an Heroe; if you bring it to an happ Concluſion 
will undermine Atheiſm, or at leaſt confound it: But I. 
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he Succeſs, and I fear 
uriage. | | 
{#, For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Tour prophes 
Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fallible as your Rea- 
bod +> rags as much out of your Prognoſtication, as 
iloſophy. | 
vill not hols inſiſt upon all the Appearances God has been 
jd to make in this World, fince he created it: I ſingle 
ne, which rr, it ſelf muſt believe: Tis recorded 
b 19th Chapter of Exodus, and happen'd Three Months 
that miraculous Delivery of the Children of 1{-ael from 
ritude of the Egyprians. I do not pretend to impoſe 
Book on your Belief, as the Word of God; you might 


ö perchance accuſe me of your own Faults, and ſay, I only 
be %, by begging the Queſtion in Debate: Take it 


ry, and fling it not among the Fables, till you have 

WR one. a 
ten the Hoſt of Iſrael; ſays Moſes, came into the Deſart 
it encarnp'd in the ſame place, juſt againſt the Moun- 
then God commanded Moſes to tell the People, that 
n Three Days he would deſcend upon the Mountain, 
uk to the Army : The Third Day the Clouds began to 
„ Thunder roar'd, Lightnin flaſh'd, and a Celeſtial 
Jet ſtruck all the Army with Fear and Amaſement ; 
od came down in the Shape of Fire, and the whole 
tun open'd a Scene of Terrour ; the Army trembled, 
the eus ſunk under the awing Majeſty of their Crea- 
they heard His Voice, they ſaw the Flames that envi- 
lim, they were both dazled and frighted with His Glo- 
0 ſo deputed Moſes to know His Will, and to recei ve 
mmands : He took his Brother Aaron, and Seventy- 
ders, who all ſaw the God of [-ae! ; he trod on a foot- 
ompos'd of Sapphyrs like a Serene Sky. This is in, 
ce the Narration of Moſes, and the Circumſtances of 
lorious Apparition : It could not be a Trick of State 
it the Mobile into Obedience, no ſubtle Invention con- 
dn 2 Cloſet, or reſolv'd on at a Counſel-Table ; here 
ating under Board, or out of Sight, 'Three Millions 
kes were Spectators, and that they might not afterwards 
for a Dream, or ſuſpect it for Illuſion, it continu'd ma- 

; ſo that they had time for Examen and Criticiſm. 
ron | argue thus; there was, you ſay, ſuch a Man as Ceſar, 
tone believe it, becauſe that Tradition, which conveys 
ou this Truth, is reſolv'd into Senſe, which cannot 
ud; but a more Unjverkil Tradition conveys down 
| 2 | rs 
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to us the Being of a God, and this may be alſo reſoly{; 
Senſe ; therefore the Authority for a God is greater than 
for Ceſar ; therefore if > by Authority reſolv'd into 
you believe there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, upon a more 
verſal Authority reiolv'd alſo into Senſe, you may and 9 
to believe there is a God, "8 | 
Theo, | ſuppoſe, if there be a God, he is neither Smoak 
Fire; if then thoſe Old Gentlemen ſaw Smoak and Fir 
ly, they could not ſee God; nay, he is neither made of 
phyrs, nor falls under Shape or Figure. * 
EFEuſeb. What does this Anſwer prove, but that Athei 
their Reaſon to abuſe it ? You cry out for Evidence of Se 
| ſend you to Moſes for Satisfaction, you read a Piece 
19th Chapter, ſhut the Book, and then with great Ca 
tell me, the Iſraelites ſaw not God, but Fire and Smoak 
tis true; but God was under that Fire and Smoak ; h 
no Organs, yet fram'd a Voice; and how will you hare 
manifeſt himſelf to Senſe, but by ſomething that lies 
the Sphere of Senſe? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to 
tain our Eyes or Ears, tis removed out of their Ken; f 
faſtens on Colours, and the other on Sound, and both 
us Intelligence from Matter: If ſuch Evidence will no 
fie you, all I can ſay, is, Atheiſts are a ſtubborn Gene 
and nothing but Hell-Fire will render them ſupple ; 
pray for thern indeed, but cannot hope to convert then 
But, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen who convers'd with Ceſar 
did they ſee ? n 
| Theo. What ſhould they ſee but Czſar? 
Euſeb, Was Ceſar a Subſtance, or a Complex of Accid 
Theo, You have left the Pulpit to fit in the Chait 
Scorner, becauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Impert: 
you will try to Laugh me into one. Well, Cæſar was 
ſtance, as we are, 1 
Euſeb. 1 ſuppoſe, he was neither Colour nor Sound. 
Theo. That is certain. | #20 
Euſeb. And pray what have you ever ſeen, but 
Or what have you ever heard, but Sound? By your o. 
feſſion, therefore, Cæſar has neither been ſeen or hea! 
that we are ſtill upon pretty equal Terms. I do not 
Compariſon runs on all Four, there may be found ſome 
ty, but it will not invalidate the Retortion : For If 
Difference, but that thoſe Accidents Cæſar appear 1 
e 


were natural to him, whereas thoſe that inveſte 
Were not. 
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Beo. Pray ſatisfie a Doubt or two; the Story is ſtale, and 
rg toſs'd about Three Thouſand Years, probably loſt no- 
8. Again, this ſtrange Paſſage might be foifted into the 
xt by a crafty Rabbi; and in Time, what Aſſurance have 
the Fact 1s true, | | 
web, Firſt, The Story is Ancient ; True: But then + na 
Truth are not, I hope, incompatible ; though Pictures 
[miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diftance, Hiſtory has no ſuch 
Point as Proſpective : If it had, Atheiſm would lie under no 
urable Circumſtances, it would have no Play for it ſelf, 
not the Skirmiſh of Atoms, or the World's Eternal Dura- 
For without Doubt, the Battle between theſe inviſible 
jons was fought before 1 * Days; and then *tis pretty 
Eternity is of a ſtaler Date than Exodus + If therefore 
3 of the Story ſtartles your Belief, the Relation 
orld's Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of Atoms, 
n independent Exiſtence from Eternity puzzles mine: 
ndiculous and unreaſonable to except againſt a Fact or 
, meerly becauſe they are Ancient ; for if the Exception 
eirable, you muſt fling up all Right to your Ceſar, we 
lake Hands with Livy, giving up Plutarch, and confine 
Reading as well as Credit to new Almanacks or Gazettes. 
in, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has ſtood the Criti- 
Pour Thouſand Years, and triumph'd over all the Exa- 
lot intervening Ages, carries a certain Air of Truth, that 
s Impreflion on the moſt obdurate Underſtanding; 
tas upſtart Facts are rather examin'd by Paſſion than 
in, they are maintain'd and deny'd by 1 Intereſts; 
ldes raiſe a Duſt, and then in the dark tis hard to di- 
di Truth from Fal ſhood. The very Story I mention'd 
Marpened the Pens and exercis'd the Wits of all Ages; 
le Pagan Philoſophers that entred the Liſts againſt Chri- 
ly, firſt ſtruck at the Pertateuch, they aim'd at the Fewiſb 
o wound that of Feſus Chriſt ; but their Attempts were 
i, they fell in the Enterprize z, and when they could 
one the Fact, they blacken d it, and aſcrib'd that 
b tower of Magick, what could only be the Effect of 
Innipotent. You have the Liberty to ſteer by their Ex- 


* 


ge Jou may father this Apparition on the Devil, but then 
N ill you gain but Confuſion? For if you admit a Devil 
rd WI. you grant a God by Illation; a Devil and a God are 


ner Cortelatives. © | | | 
the Second ; If this Apparitiori might be foi ted in by a 
Lali, by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Paſſages in Ancient 
"is, where Cæſar is mention'd, might have been foiſted 


of private Copies, but ta Notaries, Scribes, and Over 


not acted in Darkneſs, but in the fight of Three Millia 
Men: This Spectacle mixt with Terrour and: Majetty, 
not flaſh by, like a Lightning, but continued many Days 


all Things to a cool Examen: Again, this Apparition u 


' Mafter rather forc'd them to accapt it, than their Inclina 
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in alſo, ſo that if a bare Poſſibility bas Force againſt m; 
ns as much againſt you: Befides, if we conſider the Cars 

exws took to avoid ſuch Sur priſes, we may be morally af 

no Corruption, no Alteration could poflibly be contri 

Twelve Copies were taken for the Twelve Tribes, then e 


Tribe drew as many more, as there were particular Sy; 
gues in each Tribe, nor was this Taſk committed to the ( 


appointed by Publick Authority; when every Copy wa 
view'd by the whole Congregation, twas laid up in the I 
ſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor was it lawfy 
any without Commiſlion to touch them: Befides, to oby 
F dene the Laws of the Land puniſh'd with pr 
Death thoſe who ſhould dare to add, to diminiſh, th 
corrupt the Sacred Text: What can ſecure a Book m 
ainſt Corruption, than ſo great a Circumſpection, ſo pre 
ö Or can you prove that any prophane Hiſtorian 
fenced ſo ſtrongly againſt the Aſſaults of Time ? Or the 
ſtakes of 1 759 or Malice? REP 
To the Third; I have all the Aſſurance the Fa@ is Tra 
the Thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Revelation: It 


that the People lay not under a Surpriſe, but had time tc 
them to receive a Law clogg'd with Ceremonies, and 
with Precepts: We may eafily ſuſpect the Preſence of 


and that they ſubmitted to the Yoak with Regret, beg 
they caſt it off in a Moment. Now, what Three Mi 
ſaw and heard, Moſes committed to Writing; then he 
the whole Law to the People, who ſwore ta obey it: 
theſe Spectators partly by Written Tradition, and part! 
Qral, we have receiv'd the Fact; ſome have defendet 
Truth of the whole Book with their Blood, and the 
Learned Men of the World with their Pens. What 8" 
Proof can, not Reaſon only, but Obſtinacy require? Con 
the Certainty you have of Cæſar, with ts Evidence! 
brought for this, and you will find it inferipur: Three 
lions ſaw God and heard him, not half the Number h 
fight of Ceſar, in all Probability, and as few ever heats 
Voice: The Authority for the one, is at leaſt as great, ® 
for the other: No Man had any Intereſt to deny Ceſ# a 


{and to deny the Books of Moſes ; that have end- t 
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ppteſs, and confute them, Emperours have pointed the Pa- 
Arguments with Swords, Racks, and the Horrour of moſt 
e Torments, yet Chriſtians without Number, have rather 
0s d their Bodies to the Flames, than thoſe Books to the 
; of Executioners, they choſe rather to loſe their Lives, 
n deny thoſe Truths they contain'd : Now, muſt not thoſe 
ple be pretty ſure, who prove Truths with their Blood? 
bo defend Facts, not with a Syllogiſm, but the Torture ? 
{ preſs home their Arguments with Suffering? This way 
Diſpute perchance may not agree with your . and 
elieve) you would rather deliver up your Cæſar, than hang 
him; but however, you may meaſure the Value other 
put on their Lives, by the Price you rate your own at, 
you may .conclude, they would never part with them 
bout good —— and an urgent N In fine, we 
[ately pre the Fact ae becauſe all Antiquity 
thought ſo, and tis Madneſs to oppoſe our. Paſſion, or 
on againſt the Reaſon of the Chriſtian World. 
kw, You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Books, and by 
quence the Fact in Controverſie; but no Body, has been 
andon'd of common Senſe, as to ſtart a Doubt About the 
g of Ceſar z therefore if a Fact never queſtion d be more 
in than one that has been controverted, in ſpight of all 
Arguments, tis more certain there was ſuch a Man as 
than that God appear'd to the People of 1/rae!., 
V. The queſtioning the Fact does not take off from its 
unty ; unleſs the Moti ves on which it ſtands he found 
ful and weak upon Trial. Is the Poſſibility of Motion 
ain, becauſe Zeno deny'd it? Is this Principle, quid li- 
vv non ef, leſs evident, becauſe ſome doting Philoſophers 
dit? Are you ternpted to ſay, Snow is black, becaule a 
firm'd it? No, Sir: In ſpight of thoſe filly Coxcombs, . 
Things tang ſtill upon their Ancient Bottom; and will, 
n pull out their Eyes, or turn off their Reaſon, , If the 
of Ceſar has never been brought to Examen; tis be- 
Mankind has n6 Intereſt in him: Whether he was, or 
I, brings no Alteration into the World: Things go on 
me ame Method in either Hypotheſis; and though in- 
be made ſome Figure eighteen hundred Years. ago, he 
4 none at preſent, = on the Stage: But ſhould a Gen- 
put in-Claim to ſome Eſtate in Vertue of a Grant from 
Ceſar, our Lawyers would not only plead Preſcription 
Mit, but prove by the Statutes even of William the IIId. 
ous Expedition into Britanny was the pure Invention 
ſantt, Enemies to the Government; nay, that the very 


2 4 Perſog . 


— —— 


34s be GENTLEMAN Inzraverty. 


Perſon is Fiction, Impoſture and Defign. | Tis more cen 
there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, than that God appear'd to 
People of Iſrael. 4 1 | | 
A Gentleman in ſome Diſorder fetching up a great $i 
Alas, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius ! What do you mean? 
raiſe you Ghoſts from the other World to haunt poor ( 
tures, and have no power to conjure them down ? Muſt 
Torment make up my Diverſion ? Can't you be plead 
leſs we are frighted ? Nor at eaſe unleſs we groan u 
Torture? The moſt happy Life deſerves rather Pity * 
vy: And what we can procure by a thouſand Cares, is ( 
to render our ſelves leſs miſerable ? Why then do Divines 
tinually imporune us with ftrange Diſcoveries of anot 
World ? Why damp they our Pleaſure with Stories of! 
And terrifie our Imagination with ghaſtly Landskips of 2 
. menting Eternity ? Either prove theſe amazing Tene 
clearly, that we cannot deny them, or promiſe Silence 
we may not hear them. Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, 
cannot quell them; they alarm my Fears, but have not 
Power to diflipate them. a 
Alas! Sir, (reply'd Euſebius) what could the Silence 0 
vines avail, unleſs you cou'd gag Nature, and filence } 
Conſcience ? Tho you flie from the Commerce of Men: 
you mew your ſelf up in Rocks and Dens; the very vt 
proclaim His Being: The Winds whiſper it; and Sol 
protefts you are within God's Dominion. Onines bomines 
Deum ; the very Blind ſee him; and the Deaf hear him. 
"Tis ſtrange (anſwer d the Gentleman) that ſo many 
ing Wits in the Court and Town ſhould overlook ſo 
this Divinity, which ſtands before them. Muſt they put 
their Eyes to fee him? Or turn Fools to find him? 
I doubt net (faid Zuſebius) but Mbite-Hall and Kenſing! 
well ſtock'd with Wits. I grant the Town is not unprovi 
But then I maintain their Blindneſs proves a God; 2 
Infidelity is a juſt Puniſhment of their Crimes. For make? 
vey of all thoſe Wits ; and you will find them not only 
out Grace, but almoſt without Conſcience. So ſoon as 
Reaſon bloom'd, they proſtituted their Innocence, and ſhi 
they were Men by acting like Devils. As Alexander co 
the Battles he fought by the Wounds he receiv'd ; fo 
may calculate up the Moments of their Lives by the Enc 
ties they commit. Every Action affronts Nature, an 
aloud for Vengeance. If therefore there be an Autho 
Nature, is it not juſt he ſhould take the Cauſe of Natur 
Hand, and revenge the Injury on thoſe that did it? An | 


\\ 
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terrible Revenge can he take, than to ſtrike thoſe blaſ- 
nous Salmoneans ; thoſe impure Sardanapalus's as he did 
Sdomites, with the Spirit of Blindneſs? Percuſſit eos cœcitate 


imo »/que ad maximum : Then to withdraw the Light of 


Divine Face from their Eyes; and ſo to permit them to 
in Darkneſs and Ignorance ; and then only to acknow- 
their Errours, when they feel the Puniſhment of their 
nes ? enn | 2 
ow, that their Infidelity cannot proceed either from want 
atives, or of Wit, tis pretty evident. They have the 
ent of Mankind, id ef, of Nature: They have the Con- 
n of their Conſciences from within, the Teſtimony of 
Creature from without. "Theſe: glare ſuch a Light on 
noſt ſtupid Underſtanding, that they cannot ręfiſt the 
: of the Impreſſion. Your Frfrate Wits of the Court 
ine (you ſay) all thoſe 2 they contemplate the 
It World, and the Leſs; they turn up every Stône, ran- 
erery corner of the Univerſe, without being able to dif- 
ny Traces of a Deity. What can you infer 7- Bur that 
i « God above, who takes an Inventory of the Actions of 
hdren of Men, who puniſhes their Rapines, their Im- 
ts and Blaſphemies here by con founding their Jude. 
who caſts ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtandings, 
they can't ſee what Children diſcern ; that they grope in 
geſe, whilſt they walk in Light, and call out för Proofe 
Being, whilſt they are ſurrounded, and r 
Demonſtrations. In a Word, Sir, do not conclude there 
ba, becauſe the topping Genius's of the Court do not 
n; ſay rather there is One, becauſe they do not ſee what 
World both civiliz'd and unciviliz'd, ſee and adore 5 
er Ignorance is a juſt Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and 
ting Offences, and that the only way left theſe aban- 
Debauchees to come to the Knowledge of a God, is to 
the Curſe by flying to'Repentance. 
vas going on, but Theomachus interrupted him; tis time 
de) to ſound a Retreat, we have been this Morning on 
vice; after ſome Civilities, Euſebius left the Company, 
next Day took up again the Conference, which con- 
Iſome Days. b ts ge 


* | *. * 


f 


346 be GENTLEMAN InsTRvCTED. 

DIALOGUE xv 
The SzconD Paoor drawn y the Eides Sew the Woll one 
A which by unqueſtionable Authority i is ſhown to have been " 


Euſcb. Have prov'd. the "Exiſtence a God, pa the; 
4 Tc ee] — of His Ee, 12 d on the Hear 
Men, 1 come now to a Second Proof, which by 


laid before, « our Raatz that be mi Re 0 1 our Senk 


well as our R and manife bis Wo {a 
the incredu ſeeing. Cannot BS Po Was: to 
| . =o e abrick, .cal?'d the 0d. raft in Extent Loc 


admirable for Beauty : The Earth is ſtock d with innut 

e Beaſts, the Oy AE 2 Birds, the Sea with Fiſhes; 

blo Beaſts for Man's, Profit, others for his Plq 
and L for wet entation. The Firmament glitten 

Thoufand uminarjes, their Bulk vies with their Luſite, 

their Beauty with Both: The Sun dazles us with his 

and over-powers our feeble Eyes . an Exceſs of May 


it's . ee, bitratour of 8 6:.it Jinn Mean it er 
Ages Sars, Days; ere ende 
bes Hound 0 Winter, and Limits glare d: 

ceſs and Receſs makes 8 The Moon with . bar vol tu 
ons of Stats, that nglei the Firmament, gilde 4s Pal vith 


and filvers over. thole Shades af Horrour, and fo turm 
itſelf 1 into a Theatre of Pleaſure : But what — 
zement ie, that this gigantick Machine is compoc d of f 7 
finite Parts; Ny alt are ſo artificially Sin th lt oy 
| fits exactly the other; — they are etidow d with cot 

8 they are always at r they draw in 

Field one againſt the other, yet thoſe particular Few 
der. not ad Univerſal Peace, nor thole private Diſcord 
neral Harmony. Now, Sir, Lask you from hence Nic. 
rious Piece of Architecture came? "Who laid the Found mar 
of the Earth? Who rais'd the towring Mountains And 
| vaſt reſp endent Bodies of the Sun, Moon and $1 
oſe liquid Regions above? Who azur'd the Firmal 
Who a d the Meadows with a Thouſand different 
2 3 embalm the Air, raviſh the Sky, and periu® eſs, 
mell ? | 
. Theo. Iodeed.the World. is a. lovely Fabrick, and. the eit 
trivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have father Md b 
Work upon an Infinite Wiſdom : I confeſs this Opin"y s 
more phuſible than true; it goes down with the upthi 


te. 
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r 


rot on outward Aj 


gar, yet Men, who hate to take Things upon Truſt, wha 
77 0 bur follow Eife8t up to 
; Ori in, are of; a different Sentiment. 


me ſay, ix caus d it ſelf ; but, methinks, this j is 2 Picee 
be rudell Nonſenſe that ever was invented, it makes : 
g act before it was; weep ives à Being before it bad av 
15 ſup en and not to be, the ſame * 
50 0 0 allowzofa \Conrradition which. is to out-ſhoot 
fait it { elf. 4 Fs N 
wh are inclin'd to Epics 's and' Denuctitus' A Apt 
iy the Matter is Eceroal „ which having 195 
to ſupport in, began © to ſcower about, an A 2 thou: 
Encounters. by a moſt h aſualty, chop'd 4 this 
at Frame: Indeed a Nan mult be of 2 very ſols ulous 
plexion, th 5 7 ſwallow,e] is F Foll ly. 3 oh, to loſe time 


ter upon a Con futation ;,, on mes we might 
hs o 5 0 fich by Chance, as oy as this great Folio of 
Vorld ; and Pictures alſo, may; ſtart up by ſprinkling the 
a at random. 


hers, in fine; maintain the World is Eternal, 4c, without 
ther Cauſe. 10 own Nature ; tis a neceflary Being, and 
xndent ; and d as it had i no eginning, f it can never have 
u: Tis ip ain to ru! after.a Caufe diſtin& from it's 
Nature, it is Bhs * Are ite and Work, the ane-is the 
vith the « ot To theſe. iloſc hers, - T give my Ap- 
on, this is — elne you, ve Liberty bis bring 
xceptions A ainſt it. 
Lay, the 7orld was made in Tims, an \ Iofinite Being | 
tout of x 28 70 of pure Poſſibility, and plac'd it 1 3 
Actuality Nis Power ſtretch d out the Heavens, a 
I Canopy! of Azure, ede wich Fr 985 the 
; Wiſdom, contriv'd. the Parts, and with a. gen ious 
put them. together: His G pet is prompte him to 
micate himſe 5 2 Multitude of Creatures: Lis Pru- 
mark d out the Employment of every Part afithe Crea- 
i gend A thei r Work, k, andappointed ther their 
0 "there was 4 God, this Account would be 
lo abe e for this Great Work would not exceed the 
of the Workman. Infinite. in W iſdom, Rewer and 
belt 
„ the preſent Controverk & 40 8 only by two 
zeither by Authority, or Reaſon. If therefore Authori- 


| de by me, and not at all for you ; if ſolid Reaſon 


ly Side, and wholly abandons at and if beſides 
nat only deſertad by Reaſon, but preſs'd by thoſe 
very 


L 
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| 


peo 
there could be no Common Spring from whence the 
ſhould firſt riſe, and then fpread over the Univerſe. 
Euſeb. I grant the World's | 
ters in mo Aper, but their. 23 is in ſufficient; 
0 


0. 
rower, 


Initio es: | | be 
who held the Matter Eternil, thought it far"mpre con! 
to Reaſon, to leave the rate ntrivance'arid'Difpoliti 
the World to Chance, which finifh'd' and pur the laſt 
to this admirable Architecture in Time, an to aſcn 
Origin to any inherent Independency, e 


1 * P 
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think I may defie you to produce one Ancient Philoſo- 
;, one Man of Senſe that ever durſt take upon him the 
ace of your Theſis ; and yet we ſcarce find any other Ab- 
lity without an Ac vocate, but to clap Independency on 2 
ro, whoſe Perfections are confin'd, ſeems too monſtrous 
nterpriſe to wile Men, ſo contrary to the Firſt Principles 
t-zſon, that they durſt not undertake it. You do there- 
well to put your Cauſe upon Reaſon, for you muſt loſe 
{you ſtand to the Verdict of Tradition: Indeed, as you 
f the World had been Eternal, the Memory of its Eter- 
might have been buried in ſuch an endleſs e of Re- 
zions and Succeſſours; but what does this prove? Only 
t might have happen'd, not what really 1s to come to 


hat you ſay is True, viz. That if the World wat always 
pled, there could not pour be any common Spring 
whence the Tradition ſhould firſt riſe, and therefore no 
dition for the World's Eternity can be expected; this I 
though ſuppos'd True, can avail you nothing againſt 2 
ive Tradition, that the World was made ana a Be- 
ing. | Sy kay” 
. And how do you make it out? . 
6, As Paſt Matters of Fact are made out, vix. by Hiſto- 
And in the Firſt Place Ariſtotle, quoted above, does ac- 
ledge, that the moſt Ancient Writers held the World 
made, and that Tradition did confirm People in the Per- 
Im, that God made all Things: The Scythians and E 
vere of this Opinion, the Indians and Phonicians concurr'd 
them, to ſay nothing of the Grecians, who look'd u 
ntrary Opinion as Innovation, nay, and a kind of Here- 
rBlaſphemy. T 3 2 4h; 
Hif we take a Turn into America, if we enter the Foreſts 
Nildernefſes of this vaſt Region, we ſhall find the Peru- 
ind other Barbarians of this Sentiment; indeed ſome 
kry extravagant Notions of the Creation, but what can 
Nected from Men half turn'd Beaſts, but Extravagance; 
liey concurr'd with us in this, that God framed and mo- 
(the World. | „ N 
wndly, The Firſt Hiſtorian, and as Authentick as ever writ, 
long Account of the World's Beginning in Geneſis. I do 
tend to put this Book upon you as Divinely Inſpir'd, 
t but the Credit of an Hiſtory ; this I only aſk, and this 
in W-not refuſe with Juſtice, ſeeing he has been eſteem'd 
ewe and Chriſtians, not only as a Divine Hiſtorian and 
tour, but alſo as a Prophet. | gg 


Now, 


2 
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Now, fuppofing the World was Created, tis Naturg} 
think the Firſt Man would leave his Children, and thoſ 
their Poſterity a Tradition of ſo remarkable à Tranſacti 
nor could this Conveyance be hard, eſpecially when in 
World's Nom age, Three Men alone, Metbuſalem, ' Shen, 
Iſaac, could carry on a Tradition from the World's Crea 
almoſt to the Iſraelites Deſcent into Moypr, © 
Again, er ſuch a Tradition; it might be expeſ 
the Firſt Writers ſhould put it on Record. Now, this has} 
pened ; Mefes the Firſt Hiſtoriographer has deſcended to 
ticulars ; and as his Narration is Reaſonable, ſo withal it 
ries a certain Simplicity that perſwades. Beroſus, On 
Homer and Triſmegiftus follow'd Moſes in Age, as alſo in the 
livery of the World's Beginning: What they receiy'd f 
their Predeceflours, they handed down to their Succeſſe 
and by this means the Opinion that the World had 2 By 
ning carries all before it: The Whole Body of Chriſtian 
lieve it, the Mabometans and eus, though they vary fro: 
in other Points, agree with us in this; and all Nations, 
ever acknowledg'd a God, own he was the Contriver of 
Great Maſter· Piece of Power and Wiſdom.  _. 
Now, to go againſt the Tide of Tradition, ſo Ancient 
Univerſal, and withal ſo Rational, upon no other Grout 
meer ConjeQures, or bare Poſſibilities, is Raſhneſs to ex 
and the very Height of Folly ; tis to prefer the Reaſono 
Man before that of all Mankind, to brand his whole Spt 
with the Infamy of a fond Credulity, and to paſs Judgi 
upon them, that they are throughly qualified for Bedlam. 
But again, if ſo full a Report will nor ſatisſie you, you! 
pen up your 1 in a narrow Part of the World, 
muſt forſwear not only all Acquaintance with paſt A 
but even with remote; and what is worſe, you mull 
low that Station a Creature endowed with Reaſon ougf 
keep : For when Reaſon gives me as great a Satisfaction 2 
the Being, or not Being of a Fact, as Reaſon requires, is 
prudence to doubt: And a Man muſt take Pleaſure to 
and diſoblige his Underſtanding, that will not acquiel 
ſuch an Evidence. Now, our preſent Controverſie 151 
Matter of Fact: We have put it upon Witneſſes: Anti 
ſtands for me; and all Nations agree in the Main, tho 
they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To theſe concurrent 
ſtimonies you oppoſe naked Surmiſes, or pure Poffibilit! 
or elſe you ſubpœna a Brace or Two of Atheiſts, of 2 Tach ve 
African and American Brutes, who are ſcarce able to under Fol 


the very State of the Queſtion, and know as little * ould 
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ifaRtions as of thoſe that are to come. I now appeal to 
W own Judgment, whether a full Tradition be not as good 
avition, that the World had a Beginning, as the Nature 
thing paſt requires ? And whether your Counter-Witneſ- 
ho depoſe on Conjecture, would byaſs an upright Judge 
Court of Judicature, againſt a Cloud of others Superi- 
oth in Wiſdom and Probity. | 


b deſerves a little Reflection. If the World had been 
in Time, by the Power and Wiſdom of God, we could 
pet a mote full Tradition of its Beginning, than we 
; Therefore on this very Account we have all the Reaſon 
ſume it had a Beginning. I prove it thus; Firſt, it 
be imagin'd, but ſome would ſtand up againſt it. Mens 
nents are as various as their Faces, and their Underſtand- 
kem no leſs bizar than their Humours. Some deny 
vs, becauſe every one believes them. They love Singu- 
n Opinions, as well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
Rival in Thinking, than in their Amours. Others are 
lartial Complexion, they love to ſend their Brain upon 
litions, and are temerarious enough to attack Nemon- 
They follow Truth, as Conſtables do Malefactours, 
if it, and rail againſt it, as the young Athenian did a- 
leibiades, becauſe every one applauded him; they ido- - 
ſit, but are ignorant of its Definition, and ſo, like Dray- 
lace it in claſhing and 8 Others ſteer 
1 by the Compaſs of Intereſt: One would 
their Underſtandings had truck d Natures with the 
ind that it had remov'd its Lodgings from the Head to 
kart. Whatever flatters theſe Mens Vanity, or pam- 
tir Incliuations, is always True; but if it frowns upon 
laſſions, or checks their Liberty, it muſt be Falſe. Hence 

ts, that thoſe Truths, that even flaſh Conviction, (aud 
te Reaſon, the very Moment they are underſtood, of- 
ue find Oppoſition, and are ſtigmatiz d with Fallacy, _ 
10 too clear to be prov d. One would think that the Part 
(colt: the Whole is pretty plain, and that a Man muſt have 
a Wir Portion of Wit, not to conceive it; yet a late Ma- 
iWMiician call'd it in Queſtion, degraded it from the Quali- 
ho principle, and threw it amongſt the Fry of vulgar Er- 
nt Tis impoſſible to frame a Propofition more clear than 
lit”: po [che the ſame ſbould both be, and not be at the ſame Time. 
ae e believe Ariftotle, ſome Philoſophers deny it: And 
err Folly might want a Patron, as I have ſaid already, 
of Would not atk t Motion. Now, if Men disbelieve Firſt 

T | | Principles, 


ides, I add another Circumſtance ve Material, and 
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Principles, if they reject Truth when it appears in 4 
and ook it, When it ſtands before * A 
they don't ſee it at a Diſtance, when it appears by Proxy, 
is conveyed only to us by Tradition? If we will not cred 
own Eyes, we may very well {light Authority, for cer 
they are able to give a more exact Account of Things, 


Tradition: They diſcover Truth in Perſon ; we recen 
their Intelligence at Second Hand, but ſee Objects in e. 
proper Colours, without Mask or Varniſh. Though f Inte 
E the World was made, we could not expect (with ind 
Miracle) a more Univerſal Tradition, than we have \ 


inning, 
—5 Nor ought the Fabulous Opinions about the 
tion to prejudice the Truth of the Fact; for ſuppoſing it 
thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from the groſs Igna 
of Barbarians ; when a Story has paſt through two or | 
Hands, how unlike is it to the Original? Every one {| 
it to his own Inclination : Some Circumſtances are loſt, 
added; and nothing remains, but the Eſſential: If a1 
be diſguiſed in a Day we muſt not wonder it ſuffers Al 
on in the Space o Six Thouſand Years, eſpecially a 
thoſe Nations who are ignorant of Letters, who are 


Ignorance, and live in Brutality, who know no more of Wl. ſu 
Paſt, than of Foreign Countries, and take as little k 3 
cultivate their Underſtanding, as their Soil. y 
Theo, But by your leave, I could fingle you out ſome I 3, 


ditions & a very Ancient Date, and of far leſs Conſequ 
than the World's Creation, that paſs current without Uj 
tion; for Example, who ever denyed there wete ſuch 
as Alexander or Ceſar? Now, if the World had a Begit 
why ſhould not the Memory of ſo wonderful a Fact te 


as Univerſal, as that of Ceſar or Alexander? 

2 Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe, 3 
ſand for the World's Creation, would carry it, for th. - 
knowledged by an hundred Nations that never heard df I 
Two Princes. I bi b 

Secondly, If none have endeavoured to out-face the _— 
that there never were ſuch Men, *tis becauſe the Conte 
too inſignificant ; and beſides, which way ſhould 2 Mug 
youu the Enterpriſe ? He could expect no Relief from c 

on. For alas! All the Reaſon in the Werld can nevet 


they were, or were not : He could therefore only n 
courſe to Tradition, and where could he find any Preten 
ſet on Foot ſo much as an innuendo they never Were? U 


be could hit upon an Expedient to ſeize all the Recon. 
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tion thoſe Emperdurs, and then condemn them to the 
But it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſts to deny the World 
rhad a Beginning. Nay, twas abſolutely impoſſible for 
n to admit Creation, and reject a Creatour; and then that 
Nile, ex nibile nibil fit, was a great Support, not only to 
42 but Philoſophers; and no doubt, if that Principle 

rue, the Matter at leaſt may be Eternal. Here you ſee, 
Intereſt might move ſome, and apparent Reaſon others, 
nd for the World's Eternity, but neither could invite 
to queſtion either Alexander or Caſar. | 

0 ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in ſhort : 
our Controverfie muſt be tryed either by Teſtimony or 
ſon, the Firſt is the Proper Court for pronouncing: upon 
tent Facts, and the moſt Uncorrupt Tribunal. I have 
d that the Torrent of Tradition runs for me, that the 
Ancient Writers, as well as the moſt Recent; the moſt 
'd, as well as the moſt Pious ; the moſt Poliſh'd Nati - 
with the moſt Incult, witneſs for me. Whereas none 
Pack of Atheiſts, or ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a 
zof whimfical Philoſophers, famous for nothing but Sin- 
ty, dare appear in your Defence. If ſuch an Evidence 
t ſufficient to prove a Fact, pray tell me what is? It 
tquire more, I muſt conclude you are Unreaſonable z 
& you call for a greater Conviction than the Subyect 
tar, or can be expected without Miracle; and, I ſup+ 
Miracles would as little befriend your Cauſe as Tra- 
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DIALOGUE XVII. 
nzIs T ſuppoſing the WO RL D's Eternity, ſuppoſes an In- 


Series of GENERATIONS poſſible 5 now it being ten times 
v Probable, that ſuch a Series is Impoſſible, he muſt be guilty of 


bigheft Imprudence to venture his SOUL upon ſich an LINCER- | 
INTY, * | 


2 HE World (you ſay) 44s Poſſible ab terno a ſe : There» 
er fore it was ab _ZEterno a ſe. I affirm it was not Poſſible ab 
 Eterno a ſe: Therefore it was not ab terno a ſe. Our 
ons are contradictory ; and ſo are our Proofs : For you 


ert and prove Nothing: And I will prove by Rea- 
u Laſlert. 


* * 4 


354 The GENTLEM AN InSTROCTED, 


Theo. Before you proceed, let me deſire you not to medi 
with Infinitum. Though you. raiſe an Hundred Batterie, 
ainſt Infinite Succeſſions, you'll only go off with Labour 
Difappointment. Your Philoſophers have undertaken 
Defence on that Side, and I know not how you'll ſtorm t 
Reaſons, or level their Authority. Yet till this be done, thy 
no coming at me. Therefore I counſel you not to raiſe x 
Battery on that Side. reg | 
Euſeh. I confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers and the] 
2 Humours of others, have been kind to Atheiſts: Fo 
eality, Philoſophy is no more a Science, but an Art of ] 
ling. Philoſophers queſt more after New Opinions i 
Truth: And he is the Man, (not that ſearches into the Boi 
of Nature) but that drefles and tricks up Notions in the! 
Poſture of Defence againſt Oppoſers; and if he can h 
ſomely embroil a Queſtion, or dares offer Words for 2 f 
Anſwer, or impeach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves tt 
pointed at: Digito monſtrari & dicitur hic eſt. Thus ſome 
aſſerted the Poſſibility of an Infinity actu, in ſpight of rece 
f irons mw” that oppoſe it. They ſhroud the Weaknel 


their Reaſons under the Obſcurity of the Theſis ; and. 1 
Difficulties by ſtarting greater. You lay hold on their Val, ye 
to 1 5 your Hypotheſis, and think you have made it ul in 
beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſophers hold the Et me 
of the World poſſible: But under Favour, though ther WW. 1 
thority may ſtave off ſome Arguments from you, it End 


others: For though they hold God could create the M icce: 
ab Aterno, they deny it could be a ſe. If therefore in 
Caſe you defer ſomething to their Authority, be ſo juſt: 
reverence it in the other: Befides, your vaſt Pretende! 
Wit will not be fobb'd off with Authority. This is the 
fuge of Weakneſs ; the Sanctuary of thols, whoſe good aſe w 
mour muſt compound for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. 
are for Reaſon ; for Naked Demonftration, without Fr, t 
Fucus: For Evidence, that admits of no Reply nor Re 
der ; therefore Rand to your Principles before you fttik 
with theſe mighty Upholders of Infinitum. Bring theit WW corre 
ſons to the Touchſtone : Examine whether they are Stet 
or Adulterate. I will only propoſè One or To Difficul 
which I confeſs put me to be Plunge. The World yu! 


is Eternal ? 
Theo. I do. 91 Aan | 
1 Euſeb. Therefore it was impoſſible for you ever to have 
Orn. 


Theo, I deny the Inference. 
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yeh, | prove it. You could not poſſible be Born till an 
nite Number of Generations was paſt : But tis impoſſible 
an Infinite Number of Generations to paſs, therefore *twas 
offible for you ever to have been Born. 3 
eo, *T'is 2 for an Infinite Number of Generations 
aſs in an Infinite Space of Time; I deny your Minor: In 
nite Space of Time, I grant your Minor, and deny the 
ilequence. 
eb, I ſubſume, but 'tis impoſſible for an Infinite Space 
lime ever to paſs : For if it can paſs, it has an End, and 
nſequence we find an Infinite with an End; and certain- 
bis Conſequence becomes not a Man, who avoids the Be- 
ofa Deity, becauſe Infinity is an Inconceivable Thing. I 
not how you look upon my Argument: But, methinks, 
Man but an Atheiſt would fart at it. 
nin, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an Infinite Series of 
erations 3 why not by Aſcent; Methinks, tis no farther 
the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs to the Top ; than from 
op to the Bottom: And I always thought the way from 
"to Mind ſor, was the ſame with that from Windſor to 
: Now, in Aſcending from you to your Father, from 
bv your Grandfather, &c. we march in the ſame Road; 
l in at the ſame Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent 
me to an End of our Journey, why not by Aſcent. 
u. The Reaſon is evident: For by Aſcending you come 
End of Generations; and top at the Firſt Man: Then 
cceſſion of Generations has not been Infinite. 
b. Right: But then it inevitably follows, there has not 
m Infinite Series of Generations: Becauſe you put an 
b them, they are at a full ſtop in your Perſon. | 
. There is 2 great Diſparity between the Two Caſes. 
uſe when you mount up from Son to Father, from Father 
father, &. the Time is always finite. Now, what 
ler, that an Infinity of Generations can't be trac'd up to 
Origin in a finite Space? But when you deſcend to me, 
has paſs'd-an Infinite Space of Time: And ſo one Infi- 
reſponds to the other. We | 
j, No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty beyond 
te by your quaint Diſparity. But I would know why 
a by Aſcending cannot ſtep from Time to Eternity, as 
w by DO from Eternity into Time ? And then, 
an an Infinite Time paſs ? 
% Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subjects, 
| Wt-ſtretch the Abilities of our Underltetidinge, and 
AZ 2 your 
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Theo. Before you proceed, let me deſire you not to med 
with Infinitum. Though you. raiſe an Hundred Batterie 
ainſt Infinite Succeſſions, you'll only go off with Labour 
Dilappointment. Your Philoſophers have undertaken 
Defence on that Side, and I know not how you'll ſtorm ti 
Reaſons, or level their Authority. Yet till this be done, the 
no coming at me, Therefore I counſel you not to raiſe y 
Battery on that Side. o | 
Euſeh. I confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers and the] 
ious Humours of others, have been kind to Atheiſts: Fo 
Reality. Philoſophy is no more a Science, but an Art of 
ling. Philoſophers queſt more after New Opinions t 
Truth : And he is the Man, (not that ſearches into the Boi 
of Nature) but that drefles and tricks up Notions in the 
Poſture of Defence againſt Oppoſers; and if he can 
ſomely embroil a Queſtion, or dares offer Words for 2 
Anſwer, or impeach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves g 
inted at: Digito monſtrari & dicitur bic eft. Thus ſome 
aſſerted the Poſſibility of an Infinity actu, in ſpight of rec 
Principles that oppoſe it. They ſhroud the Weakne 
their Reaſons under the Obſcurity of the Theſis ; and 
Difficulties by ſtarting greater. You lay hold on their V; 
to ſupport your Hypotheſis, and think you have made it 
beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſophers hold the Etet 
of the World poſſible: But under Favour, though ther 
thority may ſtave off ſome Arguments from you, it d 
others: For though they hold God could create the 
ab Zterno, they deny it could be a ſe. If therefore i 
Caſe you defer ſomething to their Authority, be ſo juſt 
reverence it in the other: Befides, your vaſt Pretende 
Wit will not be fobb'd off with Authority. This is the 
fuge of Weakneſs ; the Sanctuary of thols, whoſe good 
mour muſt compound for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. 
are for Reaſon ; for Naked Demonftration, without Fi 
Fucus: For Evidence, that admits of no Reply nor Re 
der ; therefore Rand to your Principles before you Wh, 
with theſe mighty Upholders of I»finitum, Bring theit — 
ſons to the Touchſtone: Examine whether they are Stef 
or Adulterate. I will only 2 One or Two Difficu 
Plun 


which I confeſs put me to t ge. The World 50 

is Eternal ? | e 
Theo. I do. "rhe. of Hat | 

F Euſeb, Therefore it was impoſlible for you ever to have 
orn. 


Theo, I deny the Iuference. 
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yt. | prove it, You could not poſſible be Born till an 
nite Number of Generations was paſt : But tis impoſſible 
an Infinite Number of Generations to paſs, therefore *twas 
offible for you ever to have been Born. 

ew, Tis 7 for an Infinite Number of Generations 
aſs in an Infinite Space of Time; I deny your Minor: In 
ite Space of Time, I grant your Minor, and deny the 
ſequence. 
eb. I ſubſume, but tis impoſſible for an Infinite Space 
ime ever to paſs : For if it can paſs, it has an End, and 
ſequence we find an Infinite with an End; and certain- 
is Conſequence becomes not a Man, who avoids the Be- 
of a Deity, becauſe Infinity is an Inconceivable Thing. | 
not how you look upon my Argument: But, methinks, 
Man but an Atheiſt would ſtart at it. 

hin, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an Infinite Series of 
tions 3 why not by Aſcent; Methinks, tis no farther 
the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs to the Top; than from 
op to the Bottom : And I always thought the way from 
to Mind ſor, was the ſame with that from Windſor to 
Now, in Aſcending from you to your Father, from 
byour Grandfather, &c. we march in the ſame Road; 
u in at the ſame Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent 
Ime to an End of our Journey, why not by Aſcent. 

„ The Reaſon is evident: For by Aſcending you come 
End of Generations; and top at the Firſt Man: Then 
hiccefſion of Generations has not been Infivite. 

b. Right: But then it inevitably follows, there has not 
an Infinite Series of Generations: Becauſe you put an 
d them, they are at a full ſtop in your Perſon. 

9, There is a great Diſparity between the Two Caſes. 
le when you mount up from Son to Father, from Father 
(father, Sc. the Time is always finite. Now, what 
er, that an Infinity of Generations can't be trac d up to 
Vrigin in a finite Space ? But when you deſcend to me, 
das paſsd an Infinite Space of Time: And ſo one Infi- 
reſponds to the other. 2 | 
. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty beyond 
fe by your quaint Diſparity. But I would know why 
by Aſcending cannot Rep from Time to Eternity, as 
u by Deſcending from Eternity into Time? And then, 
aan Infinite Time paſs ? 

. Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subjecte, 
W-fretch the Abilities of our Underitaiifings, and 
AZ 2 your 
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our Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſophers, who maintai 
_ * the. World ab Aiterno, an! yy 
Euſeb. Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subjech 
deed ; but then I wonder an Atheiſt's Reaſon -thould fun 
at the Notion of an Infinite Being, and leap fo nimbly g 
ny Contradictions. I do not intiſt upon my Proof: 
emonſtration that there is a Firſt Principle; or that 
World was not a ſe. Perchance in a puzzling SubjeR our 
derſtanding may be Nonplus'd 5 but at leaſt it demon 
that the Whole Body of Atheiſts is Unreaſonable to I 


natic 
ls a8 
hat tl 
y ar 


and Madneſs ; for they reje& God on Account of his lofi" 2 ! 
ty, and ſome other Attributes that (they ſay) are ige 1 
able. In the mean time, they are conſtrain'd to admit u h 
finite and Eternal Series of Generations; a- Thing that | 
only ſurpaſſes our Conception, but in Appearance falls! 
on the moſt evident and receiv'd Maxims of Reaſon, I 
muſt place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, I appeal to 
ſon, whether it be not more agreeable to its Dictates, tt 
tribute thoſe- Perfections to_a Being, in whoſe Notion ii Ta. 
neceſſarily enter, and imply no other Difficulty, but v 
lows a finite Underſtanding, - when it roves in Infinity, t 
loſes it ſelf in Eternity; than to this World, which! 
molt eſſential Notion, involves no Idea of Eternity: N dave 
cannot be apply'd to it, without violating either dire 
by Illation, the very Principles of Diſcourſe. Whence ! e 
clude ſome more unworthy Principle than Reaſon induc” 
theiſts to queſtion the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe his l. 
inconceivable Attributes return to their own Hypotheſis mot 
more Violence. | | | | bſcoy 
Theſe Philoſophers Caſe, who think God might hae E 
ed the World ab terno, is quite different from yours; Hater 
their Opinion be Falſe, their Faith is True: So that at naue 
they riſque nothing but their Labour; but you put al n 
Hopes on a weak Bottom: If my Arguments be True, d v 
Soul is loſt ; and you will deplore your ſucceflive Et Fol 
a parte ante, which has an End for a whole Eternity, - ''** 
poſt, which will have none. Lord ! How would an f 4 
crow? How would he chirp ? If he could but anvil vi The 
Proof ſo 'apparently EC for the World's Eteril*'** 
mine is againſt it? We ſhould ſee the Bookſeller's Sul a, 
Paul's Church-Yard-hung with New Demonſtrations again 1 n 
ſtence of a God; as they were ſome Years ago with Demonſ# Zen 
againſt a Trinity, We ſhould ſee Copies in every Coff* . ben 
and the Beaus buſie in conning it over to make themſelve , 
ſters of it: But becauſe the P 0 0 


roof does not hit with the 
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nation, it muſt not work upon their, Underſtanding. It 
ls as heavy upon our Philoſophers (you ſay) as upon you; 
at then? Can Company change the Nature of Things? If. 
J are in the Wrong, are you in the Right? Would you 
gige your Eſtate ge Life that my Argument is meer Para- 
in? I believe you would take ſome time for Conſideration, 
bre you ventur'd upon the Bet. Why then do you ſtake 
r Soul 2 For if an Eternal. Succeſſion of Generations be 
poſſible, the World was made in Time. If it was made, 
, God; and if there be. One, what can an Atheiſt expect 
a flighted Deity, but a juſt Chaſtiſement for his Infide- 
The Conſequence is of Importance, and deſerves ſome 
ous Thoughts. | 1 
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TüIRD Paoor. The Characters of WisDor viſible in the 
ume and Conſtitution 4 the WORLD, demonſtrate it is the 
k of WISE A ENT. 5 


lave already prov'd a God by the bare Exiſtence of the 
Norld : I confirm the ſame Theſis by the excellent Contri- 
unce of it; which indeed is both Amazing and Raviſhing : 
an neither be expreſſed by Tongue, nor drawn out by 
kill. T'is above Art, and out of the Reach of Reaſon. 
:moſt ſearching Genius that ever was, has not been able 
cover one Blot in the large Volume of the World: There 
0 Erratas. Nothing ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, 


afterwards went the File or Hammer, but all Things 
tinue as the from the Beginning of the Creation. 

tom ibis. Or od Regularity Tlly infers, That the 
ud was the Product of a: wiſe Agent; and brands thoſe 


Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion ſo clear, ſo evident: 
reflantem aliquam æternamque naturam, eamgue ſuſpiciendam 
andﬀamque pulchritudo mundi, 'ordoque rerum cœleſtium cogit confi- 
The Beauty of the World, and exact Order of the Heavens demon- 
le the Exiſtence of a Noble and Eternal Being, to wbom Men owe 
and: Adoration ; nay, he ſticks not to affirm that the 
templation. of the Oeconomy, Harmony and Order of 
Heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a Light, that leaves 
Room for Diſpute. Quid poteſt eſſe tam aper tantumgyue per- 
m, cum cœlum ſuſpicimus cœleſtiaque contemplati ſumus, quam 
Pu eſe numen præſtanti ſimæ mentis, quo bac regantur ? What 
VV 
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can be imagin'd more clear, than that there is a moſt \ 
Being, who directs and governs the Heavens ? 

Now, that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through every Part 
the World, is moſt evident; for it ſuppoſes Two Thing 
Defign, and Means proportion'd to acquire it: And wh 
thoſe Two are found, Wiſdom muſt be admitted. Weh 
Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours capable of being ſeen, | 
have Organs fitted up for Smell, Taſte and Feeling, and i 
are Objects able to gratifie them. Colours, Smells, &. wg 
be uſeleſs, were there no Senſes to receive them; and$a 
inſignificant, if there was nothing in Nature to pliy y 
them. This reciprocal Relation argues a Deſign, and a Chi 
of Means; and who denies it to be the Contrivance of 
dom, is ſlenderly provided with this Vertue. 

The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
is term'd the Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt a Diſt 
that nothing could place it ſo conveniently but His Wi 
who aſſign'd its Taſk. Were it more remote, the Earth wi 
congeal ; did it approach, we ſhould be parcht with lit 
and fall into Aſhes: But now we enjoy the Benefit « 

Light ; and the Earth the Effects of its enlivening Influen 
"ut ppromyotes the Womb of Nature with its Rays, nd 
tracks Vapours to pour them down in Dews and Show 
that refreſh the Fields, enliven Flowers, and bring with 
Plenty and Abundance ; and at the ſame Time returns il 
Waters to the Rivers and Sea, of whom it borrow d tht 
and ſo (as it were) exerciſes at once, an Act of Libe 
md Tags ft r 29115 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm hob 
pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable than uſetu), ( 
they not turn into the Subſtance of Animals; and thoſe 
Tantalus) would periſh of Hupger in the Arms of Plenty, 
they no Inſtin& to feed on them. But again, had el 
Creature an Inclination to the ſame Food, one would it 
the other: Nature would be at a Nonplu for Proviſion, i 
Granaries would be exhauſted, her Stock drain'd, and tl 
Mortality would follow: But now ſhe keeps open Table 
all her Children, ſhe maintains them at her own Expene 
And tho' they neither Reap or Sow, they are rather 0! 
whelm'd with Plenty than preſs'd with Neceflity : Beße 
had not the Male an Inclination for the Female, the Spes 
would beat an End: And this Inclination would not conti 
them, unkeſs Propagation were made by it. Had the Fer 
no Tenderneſs for her Young, they could not hold out a U. 
yet did not her Teats ſwell with Milk, her Tendernels ch 

| 8 | | 


traveſted into Nature ? If it be deprived of all Knowlet 
then you run to Matter and Motion: Now, theſe Two 


they diſcover nothing plainly but our Ignorance, where* 
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liſhed by Study, before they can give a tolerable Account 
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cannot caſt an Eye upon a rough Landskip, but the very i moſt 
of it leads us to a Painter: And if a Tree or Animal in EH ely 
es conducts us Naturally to an Hand that drew them, an; 
Wiſdom that contriv'd them; can theſe Living Originals 
father'd on Hazard or Neceſlity ? 8 

Theo. Theſe heb, you mention are worthy of Obſery 
on; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious aw, ro and 
me into Raptures of Admiration z but yet they do not exc 
the Force and Energy of Nature. | 

Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? Is it an intellig 
Being? Or void of all Senſation and Reaſon ? If intellige 
you 'miſuſe Words to confound Notions, you repreſent CO, no! 


uncapable of Wiſdom, they can neither think nor underſt 
they are without Reaſòn, and even without Senſe. Notwi 
funding the World is inveſted with plain Characters of 
dom, they are flamp'd and engraven'd on each Part of 
Univerſe: The Learned and Ignorant, the Vulgar and 
Philoſophers are Unanimous in this Point: What then 
mains, but that we draw this neceflary Inference, that ie 
wiſe Intelligent Eternal neg pa raiſe out of Nothing 
lovely Fabrick, that he plac'd every Creature in its pre 
Station, prefix'd its End, provided it with Inſtrument 
compleat the Work Providence has aflign'd it. 

Theo. You know our Underſtandings are very ſhort-fight 


we look; we find our ſelves encompaſs'd with Difficulties, 
moſt trifling, the moſt common Objects perplex our Real 
we cannot fx a right Nation of Production, if we could, | 
chance the Myſtery would vaniſh without any Recourſe! 
Firſt Cauſe, Your little Tricks of Paſs ſurpriſe the Ignot 
who often aſcribe to Magick thoſe Operations that have 
other Cauſe than Slight of Hand. I» fine, as Mr. Hobbs © 
Notice, the Multitude dees wvhat it cannot comprebend. % 
rance begets Admiration, Admiration Reſpech, Reſpect Fear, and 
Religion, | | 3 E 2 
Euſeb. Tam glad to ſee you ſo low in your own Eye" 
Morning, and that your peremptory and dogmatical Hum 
is ſpent ; ſurely you have lately made a more intimate! 
uaintance with Human Nature ; and a fuller Diſcove!) 
the Imperfections of our Intellect has read you 2 Lenon 
s are poor and us 
d, and muſt be! 


Humility. Indeed our Underſtandin 
niſh'd, they come into the World unſhap 
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moſt obvious Trifles; and yet when this is done, we can- 
zely on their Intelligence, for they have but few Princi- 
to ſteer by ; the Groſs of our Knowledge is made of Illa- 
* which are beaten out with great Labour and Attention; 
when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth at a Diſtance, 
und is puzzled at the view of ſome oder 6 Circum- 
ces; which makes us forget or miſtake the Connexion of 
Conſequence with the Premiſes; and then our Labour is 
ded with Errour. H "AE 
WY villingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive, into abſtruſe 
Mets of Nature. I neither know the Myſtery of Genera- 
nor that of Corruption. I believe, I am a Compound 
wo very different Ingredients, Spirit and Matter: But 
(ch diſproportion'd Things keep fo ſtrict a Correſpon- 
| K as ignorant as — LR — * W —— — 
blopher may harangue, and talk more plau upon t 
E than 33 But — 1 all; if we being 
taborated Diſcourſe: to the Teſt, we ſhall find nothing 
ant, Terms, and Scholaſtical Jargon. But what then? 
judge that Paul's Church never made it ſelf, before I 
conn'd over Vitruvius? Or muſt I know all the Rules of 
to be ſure the Signs in London are the Work of a 
r? Tho' I cannot conceive which way the Thames was 
6, when the Bridge was built, or when the Arches were 
d of Marble, or Free-Stone ; yet I am pretty well con- 
88 by the Uniformity and Contrtvance of the Fabrick, that 
om and Art had an Hand in the Building, And Fwould 
„it thoſe who ſhould maintain, that either Fate, Chance 
aFiture plac'd the Stones in that regular Form: A Thou- 
dings in the Univerſe ſeem to me meer Riddles. Yet 
old a Stately Machine made up of Ten Millions of Pie- 
lee Beauty, Symmetry and Defign ; this ſuffices to * 
e a Rational Creature * but Wiſdom contriv'd it; 
tthing but Power put the Idea in Execution. So that i 
from what I know; that an Infinite Wiſdom fram'd and 
the World: Not from what Ido not know). 
ou muſt not argue from Works of Art to thoſe of 
26 (ure. We ſee Bridges, Churches and Pictures made by 
ands of Arti ficers, and therefore we rationally conclude, 
e een thoſe that are of an older ſtanding owe their Origin 4 
er n. But who ſaw the Firſt Stone laid in the Foundation = 
on e World 2 Sens DID c as” = 
un. You turn your Battery the wrong Way; and level at 
be t own Hypotheſss as directly as I could wiſh : Becauſe * +: 8 
unt Wie Pictures under the Hand of the Painter, and et 2» 
: under '.Y 
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under thoſe of Maſons and Car nters; we have reaſon tt 
fer, that all itch Things are Effects of an Intelligent 4 
but if ſuch trifles require an underſtanding Artificer, I 


know, why the Fabrick of the World, compacted of { ¶ ¶ beca 
Parts, ſo curiouſly wrought, ſo artificial y knit togeM thei 
ſhould not lead us to the ſame Concluſion? Have I NI f 


aſcribe the raifing of a wretched Cabbin to Wiſdom, and 
the whole Frame of the Univerſe ? Muſt I confeſs the yr 
Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch is owing t 
Skill of a Workman? And that the ſtupendious Frame of 
Body is the pure Object of blind Chance? Or fatal Ny 
ty? Certainly ſuch palpable Abſurdities would perſwade 
that Senſe and Reaſon were not made for Mankind ; and 
we force Nature when we pretend to it. 5 


* 


* 


DIALOGUE xx. 


The Fovarn Pa bor. The Invention of An vs 404, Scu 
= ſhow the WORLD is not Eternal : And conſequently that 
- Made by a POWERFUL AGENT. 


Euſeb. E ſee New Arts ſtart up with New Ages. 
11 World is now better provided, not only 
1 Fences againſt Neceſſity, but even with oup! 
of. Grandure, than it was Two Thouſand Years 50 
Diſcovery of the Card is but of late ſtanding, tho gr 
portance. The Inventions of Powder, and of the Pre 
not much more Ancient. Rerum Natea ſacra non im 
Arts follow the Law of Nature, they are brought, foi 
Degrees, and are poliſh'd by Time and Experience. 
Other Arts, as they are more neceſſary to Mankind, i0 
are more Ancient; yet we can track them up to their 
We know the Inyentours of 1 and Tillage; 
traffick' d on Foot, and firſt brav d the Ocean in v 
Now, if the World was Eternal, the Iaduſtry and Stud 
Man were Eternal alſo. How then is it credible; that! 
of the ſame Temper with us, ſagacious, witty and ambi 
ſhould ſaunter away a Whole Eternity, Without making! 
Diſcoveries we owe wholly to the la Six Thouſand l 
Was the World always a Child ? Always in its Nom-age 
it only atriv'd at the Years of Diſcretion ſince ſome fer 
Again, the Defire to perpetuate their-Memories any 
Blood of all Men. We hate to bury our Names in the & 
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our Bodies, to ſleep in Duſt and Aſhes, as unknown to 


ity, as we are to our Predeceſſours: Nay, ſome have 
ſo beſotted with the Charms of Life at Second Hand, 


their Vices; and thoſe rather to be blam'd than forgot- 
| ſuppoſe our Fore-fathers conveyed down to us their 
ations, together with their Nature; and that none of 
Paffions chang'd in the Voyage, or were improv'd by 
plantation; their Propenfions lean'd the ſame Way, 
were as hi h-metled, as greedy of vain Applauſe as we: 
not therefore be . wap, wks but that Men ſo fond of 
| endeavour'd to glut their Appetite, ſome at the Peril 
ir Lives, and others of their Quiet. It cannot be thought 
either wanted Matter or Occaſion: Ambition never 
it ſtands upon the Catch, and either finds a Subject 
(tion, or makes one. The Power of a Neighbour, or 


e; That promiſes Glory, This Conqueſt; and either 
z0n a War, Pray tell me therefore, who were thoſe 
nt Heroes? Where did they 7 What Province 
bey waſte or ſubdue ? Who rais'd the Firſt Empire? 
built the Second on the Ruins of the Firſt ? Was not a 
t Eternity able to produce one Homer? One Curtius? 
lay ? Did it never come into any King's Head to bribe 
, or to buy a Panegyrick ? Were all the Wits of the 
l ſo ſtubborn, as neither to be mov'd by Intereſt nor 
uſe, to write a News-Letter or Gazette ?; Indeed I do 
nder we have no exact Diary of paſt Tranſactions; for 


es 2 Purſe to buy Materials, as well as a vaſt Stock of 
ace to employ them. But ſtill, methinks, we might 
ably expect ſome Fragments, or at leaſt the Name of 


Wins of Time, their brave Exploitsſleep with their Per- 
and their very Empires are drown'd in Silence and O- 
n. By the help of prophane Records, we cannot trace 
above the Theban War, as Lucretius confeſſes; and there- 
Macrobius concludes, the World could not be Eternal. 
dubitet quin mundus recens & novus fit, cum Hiſtoria Græca bis 
mmorum hi ſtori am vix contineat? Who doubts but the World is of 
ſanding, ſeeing the Grecian Story gives an Account only of Tuo 
[nd Years? Perchance you will ſay, Writing is but of late 
tion; and that all the memorable Actions of Antiquity 
ud for want of this happy Means of conveying them to 
ly; Where are at leaſt the Painters and Carvers ? A 


eſt an Eternal n Days, is a laborious Taſk, and 


tince, But alas! All thoſe Worthies lie interr'd under 


Picture 


— 


becauſe they wanted Vertues, they preſented Poſterit 


eakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptations to an ambitious 


wr 


fion of Ages, ſhould not ſtumble upon the way of Writi 


It conſumes its own Productions, and preys upon its 


Sphere of Memory. How many brave Actions within | 


the Heroes that atchiev'd them, and lie entomb'd in U 


And Florus confeſſes, that in his time, not only Sanni 


of your Præ adamitica! Tranſactions? To ſay there welt 
to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in the Rea, 


Froese Old Arts, oc invents New Ones. Some are y 


ded AE. 


bd 
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Picture, Statue or Medal would have given ſome Satisfad 
or had they rais'd one Pyramid, we might at leaſt have x 
ſurance all Mankind was not drunk with Opium; and fur 
with an Eternal Lethargy :- But after all, tis ſtrange th 
bufie, ſo ſharp a Creature as Man, during an Infinite $ 


Thing ſo em to the Support of Society; and wil 
obvious: That Man was certainly fortunate indeed, whi 
upon an Art in ſome Years, that had eſcaped the Search 
ankind for the ſpace of a Whole Eternity. 

'Theo, The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſie, temjui 
rerum, ſung the Poet: Time like Saturn devours its Chill 


ſpring. Now, if Time be ſuch a Cormorant ; Eternity 
be à greater. Time like Diſtance diminiſhes Things; 0 
ternity ſwallows them up, and removes them beyone 


Thouſand Years have ſlipt by the Pens of the moſt inquif 
Hiſtorians ? They are worn out of Memory, together 


on and Forgetfulneſs: Nay, Cities not only decay, but? 
What remains of that Famous Babylon, but the Name? 
know not what it was; and are ignorant even where it 


loft, but alſo its very Ruins. If ſome few Ages eat of 
Memory of Noble Exploits, and convey out of fight C 
together with the Earth they ſtood on; why do you al 
an exact Regiſter of Arts? An Eternal Genealogy of Pri 
Or an Account of their Actions? They are loſt in an [nl 
Succeſſion of Ages: They are drown'd in the Ocean 
ternity. minen ent e WE | 
Euſeb. By what Misfortune ? ' 
' Theo. By Deluges and Conflagrations. —— oY 
Euſeb. Pray, Sir, let me ask you to what Office of l 
gence you addreſs your ſelf for thoſe Deluges, Conflagia 
and Wars? Upon what Memorials do you ground the“ 


Things, is not af ee it. And what you aſſert without! 
Caution, may be deny'd with Reaſon + 
Theo. Under Favour, methinks, my "Anſwer is very 1 


in the Front; and ſtrikes at the very Heart of it. YU 


the World was not Eternal; becauſe it is inveſted i 
the Characters of Novelty. Induſtry (you ſay) eitkel 
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we: Others than our Fathers: And the moſt Ancient 
their Origin. 'Their Inventours are Recorded in Story, 
ome within the Memory of Books. Whence you con- 
the World was not Eternal; becauſe thoſe Arts muſt 
ceflity have been of a more ſtale Invention. For how 
Man imagine, that thoſe Things ſhould lie out of Sight 
Whole Eternity, which have been diſcover'd in a few 
? To which I anſwer ;: that all this may be very well re- 
d with the World's Eternity; for they might have been 
| out an Infinity of Times; and as often loft by acciden- 
eluges and Conflagrations. Now, if by ſuch unforeſeen 
remediable Chances, Arts and Sciences might fall into 
ion, your Argument falls to the Ground, it cannot ſub- 
- it is of no Force to prove the Nen. Eternity of the 
# My Argument is as well timbred as ever, and your 
Reaſon makes me more in Love with it : For ſuppoſing 
accidents might happen, i. e. were poſlible ; 1. what 
win'd Logick can you infer they did? Many Things 
le, that never will be, and he that governs himſelf by 
ities, may fear all Things, and hope for any Thing. 
your Poſſibilities, (as I ſhew'd before) like a 'I'wo-edg- 
"ord cut both ways, they ſtand for each Side of the Con- 
tion, and whilſt they take both Parts, advantage neither. 
you ſay, twas poſſible for ſuch Accidents to happen, 
terefore conclude they did: So I affirm 'twas poſſible 
v happen, therefore infer they did not. My Argument 
tinly ſtronger than yours, for we find by Experience, 
twer things happen that are poſſible, than do not. 
uto cloſe with your Argument, I aſk whether thoſe De- 
were Particular or Univerſal? A particular Innundation 
wt do your Buſineſs. For ſuppoſing the Sea ſhould 
its Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in our Iſland, as it 
AH; would the ſurviviog part of the World re lunge 
ring and Ignorance ? Would: the Arts of Writing 
tinting diſappear in France, Spain and-1taly, becauſe Eng- 
ay under Water? No, no, Sir! The World would jog 
Arts would flouriſh juſt as they do. Perchance the great- 
ences of making Pudding and Braun, which (as Mr. 
| Ray takes Notice in his Obſervations, are Diſbes proper to Eng- 
might ſuffer by the Misfortune, yet Induſtry might 
ede them, for without doubt the Receipts were ſli p'd in- 
andert with our Armies; and as the Duteh taught us to be- 
Towns, ſo certainly we inſtructed them in the deep 
nes of Pudding and Brawn. „ Dig V7 2:17 ab399% 5 
t 


a ith. „ Milo. —_— 
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\ Inhabitants. Now, Things have happen'd quite contra- 


tute of Arts, 1 ew neither the way of Ploughing 
owing : They could neither plant Vines, or preſs Wine, 
um Milk into Curds, not thoſe into Cheeſe. Men liv'd 
e meer Bounty of Nature; Water ſatisfy'd their Thirſt, 
mit their Hunger: And for want of the Pe- Office every 
did his own Meffage. Nay, they had not the Wit to 


tion, cut out the Firſt Cloaths, and from this Moment 
ny date the Company of Merchant-Taylors. N 
For they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firſt they prey 
Men: And, methinks, the Fire muſt have nickt the 
, that is, ſet upon all the Houſes in the World together, 
all Mankind was bury'd in a profound Sleep, to do the 
compleat. Now (I fanſie) tho' Flames ſhould ftand up- 
Watch for an Eternity ; they would never meet with 
an Occafion to diſpatch our Species: But at leaſt they 
nyag'd Libraries, (you ſay) and glutted their Rage with 
nals and Records; they not only turn'd Authours them- 
* Aſhes; but all the Hiſtorical Dictionaries, together 
e 
nd with the Paper that preſerv'd em; and mingled 
be Duſt we tread on. Your Syſtem is too ridiculous to 
in' d ; too fooliſh to be confuted ; Reaſon has an An- 
y againſt fuch Abſurdities; they are unable even to 
mM a Madman. There is no queſtion. but Fire may ma- 


e Regard as White-Hall ; but this will not do your Jobb, 


World were wheedled into one Magazine before the 
ſprung ; or that Fire-Balls were caſt into all the Libra- 


« em Probable, is to impoſe on our Reaſon ; the very 
gat of ſuch a Thing is a Scandal to Human Nature 3 
believe it, Frenzy and Madneſs. © 


. * 
— goo wa ——— — — : .- - — _ + * 
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the World, tho' ſtock'd with People, was many Years 


their Nakedneſs ; ſo that God himſelf, according to 


ome to your Conflagrations, which can only concern - 


Fournans de Scavens : So that their very Names were 


draries, as well as private Houſes; and treat them with 
e Phenomenas, we muſt ſuppoſe either that all the Books 
tz dignal ; theſe Two Ways might do a great deal of 


ition, and diſpatch ſome! Tuns of Divinity and Hiſtory 
ort time; A. I conceive, they are Poſſible, but to 
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DIALOGUE. XX. 
The Firrn Proor, 'Tis ſhown quaſi a priore the W ORI 


vas not ETERNAL a fe. 


Euſeb. I Confeſs, it's more eaſiy to deny, than to prove; 
1 Aſſailant always attacks at a Diſadvantage ; thi 
not above the Performance of Ignorance, ot Ft 
But this requires both Wit and Study. However, | 
your Advantage, and will draw a. Reaſon or Two fron 
very Nature and Conſtitution of the World, which, [th 
comes near Conviction, and makes it highly Credible, ita 
not poſſibly be ab ZEterno a ſe. = | 
If it were Eternal ; it is a Neceſſary and Independent Being 
Neceſſary and Independent, it muſt be Eternal à parte pol. 
as it depends of nothing but it ſelf for its Being, it ca 
pend of nothing diſtant from its ſelf for its Converkat 
and as its own Nature was ſufficient to give it Exiftenc, 
is ſufficient to continue it; therefore if its Exiſtencs was! 
ſary, its Continuation is Neceſſary, and if this be Nec 
muſt be Eternal; hence it follows, that if the Whole « 
ternal, its Parts muſt be Eternal; for the World is n 
ſtinct from all its Parts: Therefore, if the World was! 
nal, all its Parts were Eternal alſo à parte ante, and will 
a parte poſt : But no Part of the World is Eternal; thet 
the Whole is not Eternal. Let us fingle out one vp 
Tis evident Men are Born, and Die; therefore tis en 
that Men were not a parte ante Eternal. 
Theo. I wonder you will impoſe on the Company: I 
not to Reaſon but to Trifle; and the Proof has more R 
than Reaſon. I know, I was Nothing Sixty Years 290 
that within ſome time, I ſhall return to my Everlaſting Il 
I am not of my ſelf, but the Work of Nature, and mutt! 
off when She commands me, nor was there; ever any En 
Individual. | 
Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe : When you ſay Mat 
Eternal, what do you mean? 
Theo, I mean the Species. | l 
Euſeb. I underſtand. Are you then turn'd Platonich, 
ſeparate the Species from the Individuals ? 
Theo. No. | | ey 1 * 
Euſeb. Why then; methinks, it follows, if no Indi 
was 4 ſe, the Species was not aſe, becauſe the Species 18 
Kinct from al the Indiyiduals, | » 


. 
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eo, You call in again at Infinitzm, and forget it has no all. 
za Chymera, a kind of Philoſophical Buil, not apply'd to 
terminate Number. 3 128 1 

eb. Indeed Infinitum has an excellent Scituation, like Cities 
Joggs, there is no coming at it; but at preſent it lies out 
yy way, and I ſhall draw off without meddling with it. 
[ muſt tell you, I take a Riddle for a Solution. At leaſt 
nan Species is Eternal a ſe. | 

bv, I have granted it. 4 Pe} 1 
l. Why then it can never be extin& : For what depends 


muſt be ſo 2 poft 3 unleſs perchance the Fancy ſhould 
2 Thing to de 

ble to our Hypotheſis. For whatſoever exiſts a ſe, exiſts 
ri); but what exiſts neceſſarily a ſe, muſt always exiſt, 
wiſe it will be Neceſſary, and not Neceſſary, which implies 


Contradiftion, a 1 
1. Well; ſuppofing this True; what do you infer ? 


Individuals, and no more à ſe than you or I: For all 
Men, who are now in Being, muſt once knock off, and 
It to the common Fate of Mortality. A | 

They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but paſt Debate; 
inks, I would purchaſe one Doſe of Æſculapiuss Immor- 


ſet- Drink, at any Rate. | | 
h. If they ay'd without Ifſue; our Species would be at 


a. Moſt True; if they made a Vow of Continence, arid 
it, our Race would be ſhort-liv'd : But I have no great 
ehenfion, that all Mankind will nga e in an Aſſociation 
* by Chaſtity with their Lives and Fortunes, or to die 
elours. | 5 | 
ſe, It's not ver likely indeed: So long as there is an 
alt in the World, the work of Propagation will go on: 
alt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible, for you and 1 
Make it, and there is the ſame Reaſon for every Man in 
"how : *'Tis therefore poſſible for the Whole Species to 


bo, What then? 


les is not a ſe : For whatever is a /e, muſt of Neceſſity 
lernal a parte poſt, as it is Eternal a parte ante. The fame 
ment takes in any 8 ecies now Exiſtent; whence I con- 
se, that if no 3 Eternal, no Part of the World is 


al, nor by Conſequence the Whole. 8 
| B b 8 Theo, 


ſelf muſt be Eternal, and whatever is Eternal à /e part? 


ſtroy its ſelf, which is unlikely, and im- 


eh. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity, as well 


{, Why then it follows by an evident Illation, that our 
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Theo, Not ſo faft if you pleaſe: You prove too much: | 


- 1 N 


by conſequence Nothing. 

Euſth. How ſo? . 8 | | * 

Theo. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thing) hate Cy 
ed the World ab Ztern, 3 

Euſeb, My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not toeng 
in a Matter Foreign to our Diſpute, I grant he could. 

Theo, Let us then ſuppoſe he did Create it ab ,, 
this Caſe our Species would be Eternal a parte ante, 

Euſeb. It will. | 0 f 

Theo. Therefore by your way of Demonſtrating, it w 
be Eternal à parte 205 ecauſe according to your new [og 
whatever is Eternal one way, muſt be Eternal the other: ume 
I conceive, the whole Species might be ſtifled by your pf 
ral Aſſociation, even in this Hypothefis, as well as in l 
ther, therefore it evidently follows, that the Species off 
kind would be Eternal, and not Eternal. 

Euſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
not ſay, whatever is Eternal à parte ante, muſt be ſo 4 
poſt : But whatever is Eternal 2 parte ante a ſe, muſt be Ee 
a parte poſt. I : ga you the Reaſon juſt now, viz, beg 
whatever Exiſts à ſe is independent, and intrinſecally Nez 
and therefore it's incapable of Deſtruction; but whaten 
Created, depends of its Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it Win 
its Being; and by Conſequence is nothing intrinſecall N. 
ry : It's therefore no more ſtrange that Things that att 
Courtefie, and exiſt by Benevolence periſh, . than that Wicreat 
walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. 

Theo, But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, that God is: 
ſary Agent, Two Things Naturally follow : Firſt, Th ure 
Species was ab Aterno; and Secondly ; That it is "4 
Therefore it was neceſſary ab Zterno : For in this Caſe, td 
not be ab Æterno; yet this being granted, the Difficult 
turns upon you, for if you ſay, our Species (in this Suppl 
on) muſt be Eternal à parte po, what can hinder me 
making the ſame Reply: If you fay, it may Periſh, theſe 
tis true, that our Species may end, tho? it be Eternal a 
dependent and neceſſary, | 

| Euſeb, You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un" | 
and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity : Howſoever 10“ 
bate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll examine 1, 
plaufible Pretences, and ſee if we can diſcover the We"Withe: 
of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will not ſecure J 
till your Species remains intrinſecally Contingent, and has 
ther Neceſſity but that of its Cauſe ; according to its ou 
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2 it may exiſt or not exiſt: It has no Perfection inhetent, 
t challenges before Non-Exiftence : So that if it be granted, 
tit did exiſt neceſſarily ab Æterno, this Neceſlity is meer- 
trinſecal ; it's nothing but an Imperfection of the Cauſe; 
perfection of the Effect: Now, in this e POT our 
cies might periſh, becauſe it has no intrinfick Vertue that 
oſes its Deſtruction, but if it exiſts a /e, then Exiſtence is 
entified with its Nature, and it can no more ceaſe to be; 
it could not be: 80 that no Hypetbeſis can conclude an 
ument ; wherefore, I conclude, it's evident our Species 
be extinguiſh'd; therefore it's evident it cannot be Eter- 
ſe, But pray remember what I told you juſt now, your 
ument owes its Force to a palpable. Abſurdity, and you 
w ſuch Weapons do ſmall Execution: You ſuppoſe God 
ſary Agent, now the very Suppoſition deſtroys him; for 
ty is a Perfection: Seeing therefore God is Infinite in 
eftion, you cannot ſuppoſe him void of Freedom, without 
ofing him not Infinitely Perfect, and by Conſequence 
d: So that your Diſcourſe runs thus; if God wers God, 
wt God ; if he Created neceſſarily a Species ab Eterno, and did 
rate it ; this Species could not be ſubjet# to Deſtruction, and 
be ſubject to Deſtruction : This is cornutum argumentum, but 
le it _ with both Horns, it wounds with neither, 
nin : If God lay under a Neceſſity of Creating ab Aterno, 
of this World rather than of another? If nothing elſe lies 
In the Reach of his Power, a finite Perfection has drain'd 
creative Faculty: His Omnipotence is at a Stop; and by 
quence his Infinity and Being at an End: If he can 
e ſomething elſe, what determin'd him to leave all other 
tures in the State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World 
Dignity of Exiſtence? If the Determination came from 
Nature of the World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab ter- 
nd ſo muſt have been ab Æterno, without any Obligatiort 
od for its Being: If from God, then he is free, and the 
ence of the World is the Effect of his Liberality, not of 
lty ; whence it follows, that every Moment it lies at 
Mercy, he may thruſt every Individual into Nothing; 
the ſame freedom and eafineſs he drew them out of it. 
me Philoſophers (I know) make God a neceſſary Agent, not 
Ppoſe him Idle; they fanſie Lazineſs becomes His Ma- 
| leſs than Neceſlity, and becaule they cannot aſſign hit 
ther Employment but Creation, they infer he created 
World ab Æterno. | | :; 42 . 
* People come within an Ace of the Extravagatice of 
vets, who to cut out ſome Work for their God Mercurys 
B ba made 
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made him a Poſt- Boy: But let us take at preſent theſe Dres 
for Truths, theſe Fictions for Content: It follows at leaf 
may deſtroy this World, upon Condition he'll take the Py 
to huild another; nay, he may raiſe with one Hand, and; 
down with the other, for all Eternity; for in this Caſe, it 
evident, he cannot want Employment, and his Bufineſs: 
equal his Activity: So that to conclude, in ſpite of the Pr 
tion of Abſurdity it ſelf, you muſt confeſs that every $ 
cies that exiſts, is ſubject to Deſtruction, and therefore 
a fe. | "ILY 

. Tho? no Species be Eternal, Matter may be | 


nal. | 
Euſeb. What if it be? | ; 

| Theom, If it be, theſe different Species which grace 
World; might ſpring out of the Firſt Fruitfulneſs of 
Earth, which certainly was more ptolifick ſome Ages apot 
at pr eſent. 0 
Euſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our Way, and juſt fallen 
the Confines of Democratiſm. The laſt Moment the Ve 
was Ens.a ſe, and now by the Vertue of ſome rare Adven 
it's transform'd into an Ens per Accident. Seeing you ate; 
Fit of Fiction, make uſe of Fancy before it cool, and fay,! 
are hatcht in Ovens like Chickens in Egypt, or that bt 
| ſpring from Muck, and Men from Parſly-Beds. I am al 
aſham'd to confute Abſurdities, ſo groſs at Firſt Sight, ſo 
pable, that no Diſcourſe can make them more apparent: ll 
would the World ſay, if you advance this Opinion in Eg. 
They ought to look upon you as Mad or Fooliſh, if! 
would do you Right: But I admit the wond'rous Fecut 
of the Earth, and aſk you how it comes to paſs the Spec 
Animals are not Eternal! For either the Earth poſſeſs'd 
prolifick Quality ab Zterno, or it did not; if it did od 
what happy Chance did it come by it? If trom it ſelf, iti 
be Eternal, if from another, you admit a diſtinct Agent Au 

ſo our Controverſie is at an End: If it did poſſeſs this 
fick Vertue ab Zterno, then it produc'd all Things 46 - 
(for I ſuppoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent:) But if this 
tue be Eternal, methinks, it ſhould till remain, and the 
might have the Satisfaction ſometimes to breed Horles 
Quagmires, or reap good Crops of Men. If this produ 
Quality falls with A e, why is it not quite extinct: 
does the Earth bring forth any Thing? An inexhauſtible 
tue will run upon the Lees in the Space of an E term 
end in Stertlity. Thus you ſee your ſelf at a Loſs, the. Tr 

ter be Eternal; the more you evade a Firſt Agent © | 


% 
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m the World, the more you encounter him, and you have 
thing left but the Liberty of being a Deiſt or à Faol. 

But to give full Satisfaction, I offer you 2a Reaſon or Two, 
hich ſeem to conclude, the very Matter cannot be Eternal 

. Firſt, 'tis evident, of all Beings Matter comes the near- 
{to Nothing, it has ſcarce any other Perfection, than that 
bare Exiſtence, tis hura Potentia, a ee : Now, 
on what Right does this abject Thing Mallenge the glori- 
Attributes of Aſeity and Eternity? Before we put it in Poſ- 
ion of ſuch tranſcendent Titles, both Reaſon and Juſtice 
mmand us to examine its Pretenfions: On account of Per- 
won, it can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile Inſects that 
in Mire, and ſpring from en lock up a great- 

teaſure of Perfections in an Eye alone, than are diffus'd 
w' the Whole Maſs of Matter: If therefore, neither theſe, 
teren Man himſelf dares aſpire to Independence and Eternity, 
ly ſhould Matter? To adjudge it theſe Incommunicable 
dicates on Account of Imperfection, is very extraordinary: 
led ſuch'a Sentence may argue Compaſſton or good Na- 

ein a Judge, but not one Grain of Juſtice : Is gary 2 
te to Greatneſs? Or Peaſantry to Nobility ?. Becauſe I am 
12 Scavenger, muſt I challenge a Place at the Council- 
ble? Or ſue for a Dukedom, becauſe my Family wants a 
it of Arms ? Is it not as ridiculous to dignifie Matter with 
% becauſe it borders upon Nothing, as to make it Indepen- 
; becauſe it cannot exiſt without ſome Form? 
to, Its Right to Independence is neither founded on Im- 
tection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. 

* JN do you mean? Is not Aſeity a Perfection? 

n. Les. THE 
ich. Therefore the Exigence of 4ſcity founded in Matter 
i be a Perfection; for certainly to claim a Perfection as a 
at, not a Gift, is one; but how do you know this Exi- 
Ice is founded on the Nature of Matter? A Gentleman's 
nd will not paſs current amongſt Philoſophers, as it does 
oft Taylors and Vintners : They require Caution, thoſe 
xz Days expir'd with old Pythagoras, and according to 
preſent Conſtitution of Mankind, will not revive in our 
Me: Tell me then, by what Myſterious Light have you 
Vrered, that Aſeity is entail'd on Matter? That it's a Branch 
lirh-Right? I conceive an Aſſertion may be prov'd Two 
Is either by Authority or Reaſon ; could you ſub-pana a. 
e of Eternal Witneſſes, they might o far to the clearing 
toint in Controverſy, but there are few of that Stamp in 
Nation; they are as rare as a reaſonable Atheiſt : Seeing 

| B b 3 ttherefote 
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dependent Being, it is actus purus, i. e. it had no Capacity to 


greater, or at leaſt to an Equal: Seeing therefore an I 


* 
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therefore Witneſſes cannot relieve you, you muſt retreat 
Reaſon : Regale us, I beſeech you, with a Demonſtration, - 
Theo. We nd by Experience, that Matter is not liabley 
Corruption; tho Compounds riſe and fall, it ſtands immo 
able; it neither loſes any thing by Time, nor gains: The 
was no more a Thouſand Years ago than to Day, nor wi 
there be leſs in Futyre Ages, than at Preſent, it thereforey 
be Eternal, and if will be Eternal, it has been ab term. 
Euſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be cotrupte 

ſo it cannot be generated, and by Conſequence: will be Fo 
nal; fo far you are in the Right: But then it does not fol 
it was @ ſe ab Rierno, becauſe it might have been Create 
for the Impoſſibility of Creation cannot be inferr'd from a 
True; Principle: Nay, I have provid already, That Ma 
could not he a fe, fo that your Argument falls to the Grow 
and without any Prejudice to the force of my Proof. 
Secondly, If Matter be ers a fe, an Eternal, Neceſſary, and 


ceive any more Perfections, than thoſe it poſſeſs'd. ab # 
for there is no Reaſon why it ſhould poſleſs one more th 
another: Therefore ab Mterna it either pofſeſs'd no Perfedti 
which deſtroys the Hypotheſis, or all: If it had all, it cant 
receive any more; therefore if it be Eternal a fe, Neceſſary! 
Independent, it is actus purus, incapable of any further Peri 
tion. nes: {43-24 HEE, 
Again, if it be Neceſſary and Independent, it cannot loſe 2 
Perfection it had ab Aterno 5 becauſe if it could, that mig 
be, and might not be, and by conſequence would not bet 
trinſecally Neceſſary ; beſides, as it depends of its ſelf il 
for its Being, ſo nothing diſtin can poſſibly deſtroy it. 
Hence it follows, that whatever is Eternal a ſe, Nec): 
Independent, muſt be unalterable ; for all Change is a Moti 
either from a greater Perfection to a leſs, or à leſs tl 


Neceſſary, and . e oY is adus purus, uncapable eil 
of acquiring or lofing any Perfection, it muſt be unalterad 
Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be Eternal, New 
and Independent: Firſt, becauſe it is an incompleat Being, ® 
has x Natural Tendency to Forms; /*tis (as I may e 
its Element, in a State of Violence and Lon ing, until it cot 
aſſes a Fr Body, and cannot Nn xiſt with 
he actual Exerciſe of that Office: To be therefore a Part 
one of Matter's Perfections, becauſe nothing can Natu" 
deſire, what is not a Natural Perfection: Now, I have prof 


already that no perfect Species could be Eternal, ther 
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ter did acquire forme new Perfection when thoſe Species 
un, which it had not before g hence it follows, that Mat- 
is neither actus purus, nor unalterable ; becauſe in time it 
uir'd a Perfection which it had not ab Æterno, and by con- 
zence is not a ſe, Neceſſary and: Independent; therefore it was 
ated by an All- powerful Agent; which we call God. 

ſte, We are bemir'd in Ariftdtle's Materia prima, and ſlipt 
the Syſtem of Subſtantial Forms: Lou would ſcare me 
bold Peripareticiſm, and put off obſolete Dreams for De- 
tration: That counterfeit: Coin is call'd in, and only 
current at Salamanca: il Spain, where Antiquity has the 
Charma as Novelty has with us: They tick to old Opi- 
u, as they do to old Faſhions, and will no more part with 
ole, than the Chineſe with their. Beards : But we have de- 
ld the Stagirite. To ſwear in verba magiſtri, is an In- 
chment upon our Liberty ; in ine, Sir, Materia prima is 
bpty Name, and ſubſtantial Forms „ Ilnventi- 
and your Demonſtration is void of all Force, becauſe it 

| 


uon Fiction and Nifioo.: oo 1 14 | 
jo, I neither declare for Ariftetle nor Gaſſendus,' nor have a 
r Inclination for Des Cartes, than the Chymiſts : My Proof 
iro? any Hypotbeſic,. and is calculated up for all Syſtems. 
me your Opinion, that I may; model my Argument, and 
tit againſt your Evaſion 6 | 
kt, What we call Matter, is nothing but a Complex of 
uw ſimple Bodies ab Aterno ; they by an innate Quality 
r about, and by a mutual Concourſe frame thoſe Com- 
ds that ſtock» the Univerſe : The Variety only conſiſts in 
Viverfity of Combinations: When ſuch a Number of hot, 
and moiſt-4tms cling together, up ſtarts an Horſe; the 
may be ſaid of Mixts: They differ meerly accidentally, 
ve no other Form (if I may ſay ſo) than the Taleity of the 
tute; hence it comes, that Matter is not ſubject to Chan- 
nd is only capable of a new extrinfick Perfection: Be- 
"thoſe Atoms being perfect in themſelves, have no Bent 
Klination to compound: They are as content in a State 
Paration, - as of Compoſition ;" and as willingly form a 
m as a Monarch: Tho' therefore Species were not ab 
v a fe,, Matter enjoyn'd all its Natural Perfections ab 
Mm and is — — unleſs you call a new 
tion, Alteration, Sc. So that you muſt forge a new De- 
ration, if you intend to argue Matter out o Aſeity. 
ub. J ſuppoſe you do not expect a Confutation of your 
bn, it lies at preſent ow out of my Way, and can be 
ut of my Taſk: I di * e my Duty, if 1 ſhow, that 
- | 4 wh | t 
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the Atomiſtica! Hypotheſis does not weaken the Force of my 2760 
ſon : Notwithſtanding, I muſt tell you, a wiſe Man will er, 2 
eafily believe, that dull and dead Atoms are able to fru ent 
living Creature: For certainly Life is ſomething more ¶M ect 
the bare Motion of hot, moiſt, and dry Atoms, and an A ou 
muſt have as mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, be w 
he can aſſert, that the only Diſtinction between him a th: 
Inſect, lies in the Difference of the Mixture: Methinks, Hit 01 
an Opinion might,diſpoſe him to Modeſty: Nay, of all H th 
he ſhould be tho leaſt n who acknowledges ſug 
baſe Exttaction, and puts no other Difference between if th 
and a Brute, than between fine Hellani and Scoteb- Cb: Mee t! 
upon Experiment, theſe are the rom Pretenders of Mu 
who, while they confeſs themſelves ſo near ally'd to Bali: ne 
adore their Excellencies, and fall-down before Cala, bor. 
Fews did in the Wilderneſs : Indeed he that wants Lor 
or Capacity to examine his Nature, or perfwades him({eiff'!d t 
better Part is Immortal, may grow vain upon a kind mai 
ſumption, or the real Conviction of ſuch a "Towering Pe. t 
on: But for a Man to be proud, who pretends to demon eq. 
his own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than Frenzy: Now, pry | 
rend, Atoms (you ay) have an intimate Principle of Mo 
Nature, as we find by Experience, always works ſome e th 
therefore that Motion of the Atoms has ſome End; we a 
diſcover the Ends better than by the Effects, the Effet 
Compounds, therefore the End of that Motion ine mac 
the Matter is Compound; hence it follows, that aCtul 
conſtitute a compos d Body, is a Perfection of the Matte Ab 
cauſe it is a Poſſeſſion of the End, to which Nature inc 
it ; but it did not poſſ:is-this End ab Mierno, thereivr 
Aterno it wanted ſome Perfection, of which it was capi 
Therefore tis alterable, and by Conſequence not Eten 
fe, beſides, if it had not all the Perfections ab tern i 
ſeſſes them in Time, it had no Perfections ab terno; Vo” 
there is no Reaſon why it ſhould have one, and not all Ng 
of which it is capable: Wherefore, I conclude, it was | 
Zterno a ſe, neither will it avail you to reply, Theſe Ft 
ons are accidental; Firſt, becauſe Ens à ſe can have 90 
dental Perfection, for whatever it has is neceſſary and ini 
fy'd with its Nature; and Secondly, becauſe it is Ae th 
as I ſaid before. * 78 ' e F 

Teo. This is ridiculous to Exceſs ! What if a Ball of ora 
was aſe, could I not mould it into a Cube, nor melt it do ver: 
Lou return a Paradox for an Anſ weer. 
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Fuſch, You muſt not wonder if one Abſurdity begets ano- 
7, a ridiculous Conſequence flows from a ridiculous Ante- 


ect Reaſon from Nonſenſe, is to gape after Impoſiibilities. 
jou ſuppoſe a Sphere of Wax Eternal «fe, either that Fi- 
e was neceſſary, or it was not; if it was not, who caſt it 
that Form? Why was it a Sphere rather than a Cube? 
it owes the Determination to ſome exteriour Principle 

n the Wax was not à ſe, becauſe the Figure was not: It 
it Figure was neceſſary, the Nature of the Wax requir'd 
if the Nature of the Wax requir'd it, it can be deſtroyed no 
re than the Nature: But if you ſuppoſe that Sphere à ſe, 
Nature of the Wax cannot poſſibly be deſtroyed, there- 
neither can the Figure; indeed that Wax would be very 


no more be brought over to Reaſon, than Atheiſts. The 
eld therefore is not Eternal 2 ſe, nor any Part of it; whence 
mains, that a moſt Powerful Authour drew it out of No- 
g, to whom we owe our Being and Converſation, and by 
nlequence Homage. | v2 ; 
bro, Is this all you have to ſay to the Point? PT 

eb, I could enlarge on the Matter; but for the preſent, I 
e the Arguments to your Confideration. We lie under a 
na; if they hold good, they will ſtand upon Record a- 
iſt you; if not, againſt me: Which, I ſuppoſe, will be 
unacceptable Revenge. Lou will have the Satisfaction of 
phing at the Vanity of the Attempt, and of applauding 
it Abilities into the Bargain. | fi 


DIALOGUE xx! 


Sixty PROOF. Tho" there were « GOD, be cannot con- 
re thoſe ATHEISTS of His Being, who refuſe Aſſent to the fore - 
bing PROOFS, | 5 . N 
. J Have worſted you in the 8 of Authority, 
and have difpatch'd Part of your Exceptions: We 
are come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, and if I 
ſe the good Fortune to foil you here, our Suit is at an End; 
certainly I have all the Grounds in the World to hope a 
durable Iſſue, for Reaſon never reverſes the Sentence of 
agel Tradition, when back'd with an Hundred Reaſons. 
a the Firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be E- 
ul 2 ſe, without liking ven a manifeſt * now 

u 


lo 


rdities 


ent; and one Paradox is the beſt Proof of another. TO 


born, but Impoſſibilities are an inflexible Generation, and 
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Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow from Truth; they arg 
Children of Falſhood, and the Off. ſpring of Errour. _ 
Theo. If you can ſhew that the Hypotheſes of the World 
ternity leads to any thing that claſhes with Reaſon, ot 
ders upon Errour, without Doubt, I lie at your Mercy; 
| Conſequence takes after the Antecedent, and tis impoſſible 
that to be ridiculous, without this be erroneous. +4 
Euſeb. You have granted, That if zbere be @ God, he can 
nifeſt his Being to Men, by ſome ſenſible Effect of his C 
ni potence. 8 (3 
Theo. | have, and a Man muſt take Pleaſure in Folly, 
dote on Contradictions, before he can deny a Truth {1 
dent: For to confeſs an Omnipotent Being, and to refuſe 
the Power of manifeſting himſelf by ſome exteriour Sign 
2 Creature, who is furmiſh'd with Senſes, and endow'd w 
Reaſon, is a flat Contradiction. | | 
Euſeb. I am glad to hear ſo ingenious a Confeſſion: Þ 
therefore take Notice; if God intended to diſcover hin 
by an exteriour Sign, he would chooſe ſome Stately Ve 
worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his Grandure. 
Theo, He would. ; | :i\ lt 
Euſeb. Let us then 3 ſome Moments, that yout 
I ſlept in our Beds of pure Poſſibility; that we ate a 
what we were a 'Thouſand Years ago, very Nothings: 
us ſuppoſe beſides, that all Things elſe fall into the ſame 
of Impotence ; that an Infinite Being exiſts alone, and 
ſolves to communicate his Perfections to ſome Creatures, 4 
to manifeſt himſelf to Man, the moſt perfect Piece ot 
Power. Immediately one Fiat calls a Glorious Fabrick it 
an Eternal Nothing, uniform in Variety, and various in U 
formity : A Creature dignified with Reaſon, ſet off with 
ſes, and enrich'd with an Hundred Noble Qualities, mare 
at the Head of this New-born Multitude : He admives 8! 
Stately Architecture of the Infant World, the Multiple 
of Parts, the ſtupendious Contrivance and ane! of 
Whole: Can he, or his Poſterity by the Force 0 Real 
come to the Knowledge of the Deity that made it? 2 
ing to your Principles they cannot: For tho' we ſuppot 1 
New. fram'd World, a Thouſand Times more per ect, ih 
that we live in, they ma conclude it was Eternal, ny 
you do, and they have a 4 Plea, becauſe we ſuppolt 
more perfect. Tis true, the Firſt Man knows he is nor Bi 
nal, but of what Standing the World is, or how he en 
be, is a Myſtery; he may aſcribe his good Luck 0 Che 


or his on Nature, as well as you : But if we come Na 


The GENTLEMAN Insrzucrer. 379 
lants, they will be at a Puzzle for the Original of their 
aalogy ; They can arrive at the Knowledge of it, either 
radition or Reaſon ; and if by either, or both theſe Means 
can be aſcertain'd they had a Beginning, why are nut 
:fur'd we had one? For which way ſhall they meet with 
re diffuſive Tradition, or more pregnant Arguments than 
have for the Beginning of this World? If the Structure 
Ie pow Is World be admirable to Amazement, that 
i Old is Surprizing : If there appear in the Conſtitution 
at, as many Characters of Wiſdom and Power, as Parts; 
ery Blind may read as many in the Frame of this: That 
open us a Perſpective of Miracles and this unfolds a 
of Wonders: If therefore in ſpight of Tradition and 
du, in ſpight of the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom 
Power ; in fine, maugre as many Wondere as there are 
& without us, or Veins, . Muſcles and Arteries within 
ltheiſts deny this World had any other Authour than its 
Neceſſity and Independency ; why may not the Atheiſts 
New World elude the Force of Tradition and Reafon 
wr wretched Evaſion ? they may certainly entrench 
ves in the Hypotheſss of Eternity, and out · face (by your 
le) downright Demonſtration. . 
Tho' indeed theſe New Gentlemen would be at a 
% as well as we; and, I believe, that would vye Incre- 
with this, yet God might manifeſt himſelf many _ i 
By iofufing into all Men as clear a Conviction of bis 
as we have of the Firſt Principles of Reaſon : Second- 
teaching them ſome Demonſtration, that he Created 
World, which lies out of Sight: And Thirdly, By Di- 
Revelations. Theſe Methods are very feaſible, and, I 
would do the Bufineſs, | | H 
6. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are Supernatural: Now, tis 
range, that Omnipotence ſhould want Power to frame 
tk capable to point out to a Rational Creature its Di- 
Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles: But a- 
tho God ſhould infuſe into all thoſe Inhabitants of the 
World, as clear a Knowledge of their Origin, as of the 
Principles, Do you think all Debates would vaniſh at 
pproach of that glaring Light? Have not Men deny'd 
ruth of theſe Great Principles in ſpite of Con viction, 
they had no other Temptation to be fooliſh, but the 
ure of Contradicting? And why ſhould you expect in 
ale a more Reaſonable Procedure? Eſpecially when 
mmi potent Motives of Lewdneſs and Epicuriſm, that 
cb your Underſtanding, would corrupt and bribe theirs: 


For 


id 
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Reaſon; to build New Principles upon the Ruins of 


from the Attempts of theſe Arguments? They dare at 
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For the may oppoſe againſt Demonſtration, theſe Argun 
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which ſupport your Obſtinacy, and buoy up your Infide 
I cannot conceive how-it is poſſible for an Infinite 
and an Infinite Juſtice to meet in the ſame Subject, hoy 
ſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh ; therefore, there 
ſuch Thing. Th | g 
To ſay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to croſs 


Old, and by Conſequence to break down the Incloſurs 
tween Sophiſtry and Demonſtration, Truth and Falſhi 
therefore the World was not Created Nay, *twas pofliblet 
ab terno, therefore it was. What Evidence can be {4 


Euclid, and huff Apollonius : If reſolute Denials paſs ca 
for Proofs, and Poflibilities for Demonſtrations, we pak 


Things on Courteſy, A Man that dares look a Fool in — 
Face, may do ſtrange Execution; he may deny us into bh 
thing, and by the ily Turn of a Poſſibility demon zd 
out of Being. ene c we | 
- Theo. Nay, a Man that is reſolv'd to puſh Folly Home nod 
puzzle a Six Form Philoſopher, yet the Defeat of the. c 
will prove more Glorious than the Victory of the ane 
but then, I thought Evidence carried all before it, anda Dei 
vated more Underſtandings, than the Grand Seignior 4 
flav'd Chriſtians. | EE 
Euſeb. Evidence indeed is generally victorious, but ed 
times tis over match'd: A Man Seconded by: Prejudid Voi 
Intereſt, ſtands immoveable : You muſt change his Ut Jet 
ſtances before he will alter his Opinion: His Underan Pe 
never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt marches off Fir: e 0 
when this wheels about, that follows through a Thouſand 58 
rours. The Sun has Beams enough not only to fill, but d of 
to dazzle a well · di ſpos d Eye; but if a Film croſſes tht wider 
pil, or a Cataract interpoſes between the Chryſtal, in f fin 
of 2 the Organ remains in Obſcurity, and the s ine F 
finds the Effects of Night, and the Horrour of Dark%W1.;; 
Mid-day : Thus the Cauſe ftands with the Underſtav;.. 
I grant thoſe People we talk of would have Proofs ſup... - 
ro content a well-diſpos'd Underſtanding, and ſo have on: 
but if they are haunted with the Spirit.of l u. 
nacy, if Intereſt ſtands againſt Creation and God, the Ma to 
lect falls preſently into Diſorder, Miſts ariſe, and umi; Cr 
terpoſe; and when ' tis thus diſmounted, Evidence by 2 bran 
of Antipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy, not Conviction, ® lrinc, 


ther hardens the Heart than ſoftens the Brain. 
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our Second Means is expos'd to the ſame Exceptions: IL. 
ot queſtion but God can draw a Legion of Demonſtrati- 
ſtom the Conſtitution of the World to-evince he made it, 
ch are not within the Reach of our Knowledge: Let if 
New - found World Atheiſts are of the ſame Temper with 
of our Horizon, they will diſpute their Ground, and 
r ſurrender, till the Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo 
eys Truth into the Underſtanding by Eternal Sufferings : 
25 you (againſt the common Vote of Mankind, . 
plain Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation out of Doors, 
las needleſs and impoſſible, what hinders them from fol- 
ng your Footſteps, and oppoſing to all Demonſtrations 
?oroundleſs Conjectures, that + nt your Incredulity ? 
vu fay a Man that dares fly in the Face of Evidence, is 2 
iter, that he ought rather be caned than argued into Rea- 
you are in the Right ; but theſe Monſters over-run the 
1d, they are grown ſo common, that they rather pleaſe 
aſoniſh ; for now an inflexible Obſtinacy, and a mighty 
we become 1Synonymous, and 'tis far more warrantable 
mnodiſh to ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the 
of Reaſon, | 1 | 

annot gueſs why Revelation ſhould prove more effectual, 
Demonſtration ; theſe Inward Lights are always accom- 


leave us in the Dark: An unwary Man may eaſily be 
ed, he may miſtake Temptation for Inſpiration, and 
Voice of God for the Spirit of Fornication-: We remem- 
jet, what mad Pranks our Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, 
n People rebell'd by Divine Impulſe, and executed their 
ce on a Scaffold by Revelation; when they bled their 
ou Subjects Purſes, and then their Veins, by the Com- 


"dence, and thoſe of Nature, by Inſpiration : And as 
a fanatically inclin'd, take every Impulſe of Paſſion fot 
ine Revelation; ſo they, who love Libertiniſm, look upon 


ine, but Senſuality, they examine Truth by the L— 
leaſure, and whatever baulks Appetite, is Spleen W 

ln: One would think the Revelation of the World's Crea- 
I made ſo many Thouſand Years ago Ao ſes, is certain al- 
to Evidence; it has undergone the men of Apes, and 
Criticiſm of obſtinate Incredulity, it has triumph'd over 
brance, conquer'd Malice, and ſham'd thoſe it could no 
"Ince; Ido not ſee how a particular Revelation can b 


— - 


d with ſome Abſurdity ; and though they Illuminate, 


id of the Spirit; when they tranſgreſs'd God's Laws by 


lation it ſelf as an Illuſion, they will admit of . 


te perlwaſive, than that which has been put a Thouſan 


Time's 
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times to the Teſt; nor how this can force an Underſtan 
againſt the Byaſs of Intereſt, that will not come over 0 
other: For {till you may run to your old Retrenchment, 
Morld was Poſſible ab ZEterno ; therefore, it was ab Aterm;j 
ou may take Begging the Queſtion for Proving, and lu 
ence for Reaſon. Want 
Theo, What think you; if God ſhould take you and ny 
the Hair, as you fanſie an Angel did Habakkuk, and pol 
way to the Imaginary Spaces above the Empyreum ? | 
ſhould appear in Majeſty, and regale our Sight with 28 
of Creation ? | | | 
Euſeb. Why; I think you would be amazed, but not 
vinc'd ; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would return one. 
Theo. 'That's ſtrange ! | 
Euſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than that 
ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in Infidelity; 
if God did appear, he muſt borrow ſome Senfible Shape; 
mane Eyes are too feeble * upon a Spirit: The 
of a Divinity dazzles them: They fink under the Splenda 
the Omnipotent. Now, he has appear'd already unde 
Form of Fire and Smoak to a whole Army, not able to 
his Majeſty, and this Appearance is made ſo credible, tua 
who will not believe ſo many Thouſand Eyes, muſt be al 
to believe Two: Again, how do you know, but this V 
Eternally floated (like a ſwimming — in the vat 
of thofe Imaginary Spaces? And by a lucky Puff of Ul 
or Storm of Atoms, was wafted over to you in the Ni 
Time ? 'Theſe Caſualties are (I hope) Poſſible: Befide 
unlucky Principle, ex nibilo nibil fit, might gravel your Ul 
ſtanding above, as now it does below, for Scituation male 
Alteration in Truth or Falſehood; if it be evident het 
will be evident there ; and if it appear Sophiſtry in the 
World, why ſhould it paſs fo omendimation in the 
But if this ſhould chance to work upon you, your be 
| Atheiſts would be where they are, unleſs God ſhould 
upon New Creations, and cure their Infidelity by condel 
ing.co their Pride, and ſatisfying their Curioſity : But! 
you would condemn him to a Drudgery more inſuppoſt 
than that of looking after Flies. He muſt (it ſeems) * 
if not for his Lig at leaſt for Adoration: He muſt | 
on Atheiſts to deſWhe their Protection, and ſerve an APÞ 


ticeſhip to be acknowledg'd for their Maſter. 
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DIALOGUE. xxl. i 
mt plauſible Exceptions of ATnE1sTs againſt the W OR LD's 


Creation ave REFUTED.. 


Satisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate them by ur- 
gent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence 4 priori, or at 
from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the World, 
it was impoſſible to be Made: Favour me therefore with 
ort Liſt of your Reaſons, Range them (if you pleaſe) in 
k and File, Draw them up to the beſt Advantage, and make 
moſt of them; yet, I fanſie, when all is done, you muſt 
liſkgthe World's Eternity by begging heartily, not by 
ing it; and if I ſtay, till you evince it by Reaſon, the 
d may have an End, before you prove Hazard or Neceſ- 
vive it a Beginning. a 
0 In the Firſt Place; we cannot give the World a Be- 
ng without forcing Reaſon, and impoſing on our Un- 
ding. This Doctrine muſt be ſupported on the Ruins 
lt Principles, and whoſoever abets it muſt abjure thoſe 
Truths, that Mankind avows to be the Standard and 
ure of all others. Ex nibilo nibil fit is the Common Voice 
ture ; tis too clear to be prov'd ; it ſhines on the Un- 
anding as the Sun does on our Eyes; and we can as ſoon 
Night at Mid-day, as Fallacy in the Axiom ; yet if we 
t Creation, we muſt daſh out this Principle, and by the 
Authority caſheer all others, and then (as blind Men) 
all walk in the Dark, we ſhall diſcourſe without Rule, 
without Reaſon, and (like the Dog in the Fable) chop 
e Shadow for the Subſtance, 3. e. we ſhall miſtake Falſe- 
for Truth, and Errour for Demonſtration. "80 
nah, Tis an undoubted Maxim in Philoſophy, that to 
ter up an Opinion, we muſt not multiply Things with- 
Neceſſity, Non ſunt multiplicanda antea fine Neceſſitate. Now, 
£18 no need to forge an Infinite Being, for the World 
it be of it ſelf ab Aterno: The moſt ſubtle Logician in 
orld, can never make it appear, that the Hypotheſis im · 
Contradiction in Terminis, or even by Inference. To 
Purpoſe do we entangle our ſelves in Difficulties ? Wh 
e frame an Omnipotent, Wiſe and Juſt Creatour, wit 
duſand other Pompous Titles, both Unintelligible and 
itful 2 Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſhing 
us? Cannot our Underſtanding be pleas'd unleſs they 
| are 


1 Have done with my Arguments, which wild be very 


Dl 
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are Nonplus'd ?- Nor be ſatisfied unleſs 9 
Demers 4 ; 2 we hang them on ii A 
irdly, ouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſee * 
ſuperfluous, but noxious: They are too vile vn te. of E 
Show, and are only fit to increaſe the Number of Cream 
To that they reach not the Quality of Mutes, that ſere 8." 
leaſt) for Pomp and Oftentation: Yet were they barely u ang 
out Employment, without Station or Deſign, I would * 
them lie quiet in the State of Idleneſs, but alas, they were ban 
cutioners by Nature, as well as Office, and enter into — 
World to plague it: For Example, if there were a God, cat ron 
_— he would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſtitute 1 
Wiſdom, as to produce Lice and Fleas ? That he would Un 
his Fingers with Toads ? Or condemn his Omnipotence t bel 
Flies out of Dunghills? Methinks, it would ſuit beger who 
Three Grand Attributes of a Deity, Power, Wiſdom and i. 
neſs, to clear the World of theſe Plagues, than to flock ts | 
Plagues I call them, for their very End is Miſchief: & 4 
torment a Man, others kill him, and the leaſt troubleſ if'y 
moleſt him. Nou know, Sir, what a Figure Domitian 1 yon 
in Story, for his unbeſeeming Diverſions ; if it be bene Pr : 
Man to ſlay Vermin, tis certainly below God to make tl 1 d 
Had I an Inclination to believe the World was made, In jolie 
turn Manichæan, and rather admit Two Firſt Principles 2 
One: Now, if theſe Inſects were not Created, why ſho _ 
admit a Creating Principle of any Thing elſe ? Come, 5 
Let us ſay rather, all Things were of themſelves, than WW. fi 
God the Drudgery of making them.- They are belo# he 
Care of an Infinite Majeſty, and the Power of the Om dent 
tent. I am perſwaded tis leſs Irrational to deny a God, Un 
to aſſign him the moſt ſordid Imployments: Firſt, of pro 6 ft 
ing Lice, Fleas and Toads, and then of conſerving them. 1 f. 
many other Exceptions againſt your Opinion; but thee ere 
fice todiſcard it even of Probability. , I A 
Euſeb, You have propos d rour Difficulties, Iwill teu * 
. Anſwer. Tothe Firſt, indeed a Man cannot perſwad** *S 
. Jelf the World was the Product of Neceſſity or Chance, 4 
out 2 Reaſon, and tricking his Underſtanding! 
ally thoſe Infinite Perfections of Eternity and Indepen fo th 
with the Vileneſs of creeping Inſects, is to bring to one Cf; it 
Extreams that can never meet : *Tis to raiſe Vermin d 
their Level, and pull down thoſe vaſt Perfections below tht = 
"Tis to inveſt Toads and Frogs with the Ap urtenances9 1 
1 and to cloath em, like the Daw in the F able, ., 0 
lumes that belong to another: But when we er 1 
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hed 4 ; 8 
d Authour of the World, we ſtumble upon no Abſurdity : 
tho the World be a Stately Work, yet, I conceive, it 
ther ſurpaſſes the Power nor the Skill of a moſt Powerful; 
| moſt Wiſe Artiſt. - Omnipotence has certainly an excel- 
Knack at Making, and an Infinite Wiſdom at Contriving. 
ing therefore the Perfection of the Work is not above the 
lities of the Architect, we do not on this Account tranſ- 
any known Principle, if we aſcribe it to him. 5 
ideed, by admitting Creation, I baniſh your ex nibilo nib# 
from the Number of Principles; but I do not at all in- 
ch upon Nature, nor encroach upon the Prerogative of 
Underſtanding by out- lawing it: Tis guilty of Intruſion, 
| holds the Place by the favour of Ignorance : Thoſe Peo- 


who Firſt principled it, were without Principles them - 
es, they knew not the Extent of Omnipotence, nor inva - 


lits Privileges. An Omnipotent Power can do any Thing 
tis poſſible, i. a that implies not a Contradiction: Show 
if you can) a Contradiction that an All powerful Being ſpould 

Something wit bout the Help of previous Matter; if you cannot; 
Principle is juſtly degraded: Nor will other Maxims be 
hd in its Diſgrace ; they'll keep their Poſt in ſpight of 
vfition, and receive Submiſſion from Reaſon, where-e'er 
meet it: But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be reſtrain'd, 
not let it ramble into the other World, I'll embrace it 
open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariſtotle did: Yet in this Caſe; 
ill ignifle no more than that all Natural Generations ſup» 
2 Subject; and in this Senſe, I ſay, of your Principle, 
tone {aid of Euclid's Firſt Demonſtration ; They were ſo 
b, that an Aſs could not miſs them: In a Word, e nibilo nibil 
Nature can give Being and Life to no New Productions, 
l ſhe has a Subject to work on: In this Point, ſhe has 
Iterogative above a Carver, tho' in the other ſhe far ex- 
ls, for her Works are more fine and delicate: She gives 
the other's Skill ſtops at Figure: But if we look upon 
h your Principle is out of Doors; he cannot only work on 
fer, but make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an exceſs of 
4 "Tis true, but yet it does not out-ſicetch Omnipo- 
lo the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in every 
proves too much, and by Conſequence juſt Nothing: 
ads for either fide of the ee, and therefore 


arts neither, For as you argue thus, 'Twas poſſible for the 
to exiſt of itſelf; there ore, we 14 4 not father it 4 any Fa- 
n Azent : So by the ſame Logick, I may conclude, that 


zer all the Materials; that compoſe Loxdon rang d theme, 
| C | 


ſel ves 
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ſelves in that fine Order we ſee them, or that Chance x 
Hazard blunder'd upon it, becauſe either way is poflibl 
Nay, methinks, your Argument pleads for any Abſurdit 
Tis poſſible for Stones to ſpeak, therefore for ought 
know they do, when they are alone, and if our * keep Silet 
in our Company, tis out of the ſame Policy Baboons ae 
mute in America, (as the Indians told the Spaniardt,) viz. Ty 
void their Cruelty. *Tis poflible for an excellent Watch 
tart up from a caſual Combination of Atoms; let us therek 
out-law Tompion, and tranſport the Whole Company of Wat 
makers into Virginia to plant Tobacco; their Art is ſuperflu 
in England, as well as their Perſons, fince Poſſibility has 
up Shop, Watches will pour in upon us by "Thouſands 
may take them up as the Fews did Quails, and when 
have made our own Provifion, pleaſure a Friend with hall 
Dozen. | 

Theo. You are in a Vein of Pleaſantry, but Arguments 
ſeldom laught out of Countenance. If Poſſibility be a ve 
Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. | 

Euſeb. You wrong me, Sir, I am as ſerious as the Ma 
will bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of Mirth, you 
beholding to the Subject for the Diverſion. A Buffoonun 
a grave Diſguiſe, may be miſtaken for a venerable Alderm 
but when he is cas'd, the Alderman retires to make room 
Scaramouch. To treat Fooleries with ReſpeR, is to miſpi 
Ceremony, and not to lay them open, is but a Degree ti 

* abetting them. 

Theo. If Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moſt i 
Demonſtrations are not ſecure : By your leave, Sir, you ei 
miſtake the ſtreſs of my Reaſon, or fling in an handful o 
quant Railleries to evade it; Pray attend ; from this Ante 
dent, *Twas poſſible for the World to be ab Aterno a ſe, this [0 
rence follows, therefore it did exiſt : For if the World wa] 
fible ab Zterno, tis a Neceſſary and Independent Being! 
*tis evident that a Neceſſary and Independent Being is Eten 

therefore if the World were poſſible ab ierno, tis mam 
it did exiſt a ſe ab Æterno; and therefore, all Recourlet 
Deity is vain and ſuperfluous, What Abſurdity can be fol 
in ſo plain a Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wit did not © 
prehend it ? a 
Exſeb. Your Argument with theſe Amendments is ſtill 
fective; it proves not at all the Queſtion, but impuden 
begs it. Forit amounts to this, that the World was ab 
no, therefore it was ab Aterno. If you intend to ma 
thing of your Enibymom, prove firſt the Antecedent, 
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will conſider what is to be done with the Coniequence. 
w, I have already prov'd the World could not poflibly 
| ab Zterno (as you ſuppoſe) without any other Proof 

2 bare Aſſertion. In the mean time, methinks, this 
ument proves as forcibly the Contradiction of your Theft; 


it did not. You will put me without doubt to the Proof 
de Antecedent, and with Reaſon ; for till that be Eſta- 
h'd, nothing can be Concluded: But then the ſame Talk 
on your Hands, and till you have envinc'd, That *"twas poſ⸗ 
for the Mord to exiſt of it ſelf, ab Æterno, your Concluſion 
lie dormant, 3 
o the Third, I anſwer : To pronounce on Things at Ran- 
, either marks a great Pride, or a ſuperlative Ignorance : 
cannot judge which Springs are uſeful im a Watch, which 


al Fabrick; and certainly you would conclude very ill, 
ſuch a Wheel was needleſs; becauſe you did not under- 
lits Office. The World is a curious Engine compos'd of 
Millions of Secret Springs, do you know the Nature of 
If you do, pray difle& them, and expoſe the Anatomy 

Contemplation ? If you do not; you are unfit to fit on 
bench ; your Sentence is both raſh and erroneous, and 
deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for having diſgrac'd the Tri- 
l. You muſt remember this Axiom of St. Thomas, per- 


kerfection of Creatures would be defeCtive, if there were 
Jerees; no Order of Perfection: We ſhould tarniſh the 
e and ifnpair the Beauty of the Univerſe, if we dimi- 


Things, that by a moſt admirable Diflention, and a 
concording Diſcord conſpire to the Grace and Harmony 
e Whole: Had you been call'd to Counſel by the Maker 
e World, you would have perſwaded him to frame it all 
ald or Diamonds; as that unſkilful Painter, who not be- 
ble to copy out the charming Features of Helen; hid them 
ther with 4 | 

ſo inſtead of a fair Woman drew nothing. but ſhining 
ber). No Creature is ſuperfluous, that can proclaim its 
Maſter's Glory and Majeſty ; this is a Noble Employ- 
b worthy of the Seraphims, yet not above the Capacity 


e .der of your Alexanders and Ceſars was never able to 
JO" Life into a Worm: The one pillag'd the Ea indeed, 


Ot 3 \ and 


; not poſſible for the World to exiſt of it ſelf, ab Aterno, there- 


ſuperfluous, unleſs you comprehend the Frame of that Ar- 


Bonitas in rebus creatis, non invenivetur, niſt eſſet ordo Bonitatis, 


dthe Multitude, or temper'd the Diſproportion of ſo 


is Ignorance under an embroidered Manteau, | 


Fs and Spiders, Vile Inſects are quickned by the Almigh- | 
and nothing but an Omnipotent Hand can frame them: 


4 
2 42 N 


4 


5 
2 | 
and welter'd in Blood and Slaughter of Innocents ; the 6 


Creatutes idle, of whom God makes nſe to confound the] 


by 8 Flies and Lice; he diſarms your Inſolency 


— 
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like a Tempeſt ſwept all the Weft before him); yet after i 
had butcher'd a Million of Men, they were not able tog 
Life to a Catterpillar : Befides, how dare you term theſey 


of Atheiſts, and to read continual Leſſons of Humility tg 
Men? Theſe Gentlemen are incredulous, becauſe they o 
rate their Parts; they ſuppoſe, if there were a Cod, their pi 
ing Wits would make ſtrange Diſcoveties, arid becaul. 
Majeſty of a Deity dazles their battiſh Eye- fight, thy 
ther chuſe to plunge into Infidelity; than to acknowls 
their Ignorance : To cure this infolent Frenzy, God ha 
theſe puny Creatures in yout way; he bids you examine 
fine — of each Part, if you can, the Uſe ofe 
"Muſcle; the Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hit 
Springs that cauſe Life and Motion; and when vou! 
learnt this 4, B, C, it will be time enough to aſcend ton 
ſublime Contemplation. Now, Sir, neither you, 10 
Greateſt Philoſopher that ever breath'd, can give a tole 
Account of the moſt deſpicable Inſect: You know neithe 
Nature, nor half its Properties: You are as ill inform'd( 
Cauſes, as of its Effects; and the various Syſtems of Ga 
tion and Corruption are but ſo many Demonſtrations of 
Power, and Man's Weakneſs. So that God lays befote 
theſe Vermin as a Remedy againſt Pride, and what i 
againſt Atheiſm : He blunts thoſe Darts you level againk 


ſtrikes out of your Hands thoſe Arguments you imſ# 
gainſt him. I cannot (ſay you) comprehend God; 
nite Being paſſes my Conception; therefore, there is f 
Thing : You —_— as well infer, That all you ſee 1800 
but a Scene of Fallacy and Illufion ; that you and I, 2 
Fantaſms and Spectres, the Product of Imagination; 
there is not one fingle thing in the whole Mals of Cin 
you comprehend, Your Underſtanding falls under the We 
of a Straw, you cannot tell whether it has Parts or 10 
before the Diviſion; you know neither the Natur 
Stone, nor the Properties of a Worm; you are a Stn 
ven in your own Houſe; though you Think, Sp# 
Move; Thoughts, Speech and Motion puzzle you; 
Aſſurance indeed there is ſuch Things, but if we PF 
In 4 little farther, we muſt expect ſmall Saut 
What Man (who finds his Underſtanding pos d by ſuci 
nary and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the Connel 
of almoſt Nothing) will be ſo bold. and at the ſame q 
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liſh as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, becauſe he cannot com- 
end it? Now, though all thoſe things you are pleas'd ta 
Idle, had no other End, ut to gravel the great Preten- 
to Omniſcience to confound their Pride, and to heal their 
reaſonable Incredulity by Induction, they would render 
good Service both to their deluded Fellow-Creatures, 
| to their Omnipotent Creatour. |. 
geſides, we have à particular Tenderneſs, as well as Value 
our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and even torment our 
aſciences to pleaſe them; they muſt be pamper'd at the 
pence of our Souls, tho they burn for the De auch here- 
. To cure this raging Tranſport, God applies a loath- 
e, but Sovereign Remedy: He ſhews us what our idoliz d 
lies are by the Infection of Lice, Worms and Toads they 
luce: And oftentimes this humbling Spectacle of Morta- 
| frights us more effectually to our ye than the Proſpect 
he tormenting Inſtruments of Fire and Brimſtone, Dark- 
and Deſpair. Did theſe poor Gentlemen, who whine a+ 
yat a Female's Feet their Happineſs, Money and Souls 
but ſeriouſly conſider, that the Object of their Worſhip, 
| once become Food to thoſe vile Creatures you both con- 
nand abhor; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Adoration, 
once ſet in Duſt, and be wither. in Putrefaction; that 
e Cheeks (that Frenzy ſtiles the. Seat of the Graces) will be 
form'd, not anly into the Throne, but even into the Na- 
of Wadi, Morms and Serpents ; did they (I ſay) but conſi- 
theſe obvious, but moving Truths, thcy would remove 
rt AﬀeCtions to thoſe Noble Objects, and then they would 
ſeſs Vermin is more uſeful than they imagin'd. 
gain, all theſe Creatures have many uſcfal Properties we 
, and more we know not: Lice, Snails and Worms are Re- 
lies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I have been acquainted with 


Poiſonous, they alſo afford Antidotes againſt Poiſon ; and 
metimes they Ll, they as often ſave. - A Soupe of Vipers 
Medicine both modiſh and wholeſome ; it ſweetens the 
od, and inſpirits it. Certainly Things endow'd with ſuch 
llent Qualities are neither ſuperfluous nor idle : No, no! 
ky both benefit the World, and adorn it. Deus, ſays St. 
in, Lib. 11. de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artifex magnus in ꝑagnis eſt, ut 
non ſit in parvis, que parua non ſua granditate que nulla eff, 
artificts ſapientia metienda eſt, God is ſo Great a Wor kman in 
a Things, that He is not Leſs in ſmall Ones; they \re 
be meaſured by their Greatneſs, becauſe they have none, 
dy the Wiſdom of the Artiſt. f | bg” 
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le who admir'd a Ragout of Maggets, If Toads and Vipers 
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In fine, to conclude with William Biſhop of Paris, Nai 
aranea cum lege, libro & lucerna. God has inſtructed all Cn 
tures in every Point of their Dully : "The very Spider brings 
to the World its Rules, Book and Torch, and knows it, 


ſon as ſoon as tis able to learn it. At the Firſt Signal of H 
Omnipotent, they all fall to work: The Bee makes innoc eilt, 
Inroads upon Flowers, the Silkworm ſpins out its own Ent 
and weaves Royal Robes for Princes, the Fiſh ſport in J. 
Waters, the Beaſts of Service expect the Commands of H 
Maſters, and ſmall Seeds, tho' dead, give Liſe to Trees, vH * 
bring Men both Pleaſure and Profit. Noo Idle; * 
thing Refractory in the World but Men, who abuſe their .“. 
berty to their Shame, and miſpend the precious Moment limit 
their Lives to their Eternal Rum, ' © |  "_ 
From the Superfluities of Inſects you ſtep over to their Me 
neſs, and, indeed, if the Firſt Fault were prov'd home; rely 
would ſay guilty to the other. For certainly a Thing too i Cre 
ceallderab e to fill any Office in the vaſt Empire of * 1 
verſe, muſt be meanly provided with Abilities. I ſuppt Effe 
Sir, your Apprehenſion takes the juſt Meaſure of Things, 1” N. 
it never over flouri ſhes Objects, but agrees exactly vith d nc 
Pattern: Your Ju ment is ſquar'd by the Model in the on © *! 
pra, and. if this be exact, that cannot well be wier 2 
ken: Now, I have heard Gold ſhines very glorioully 8” 41 
your Head, and that you fanſie Diamonds fparkle ma ©! 
your Cabinet, than in that of the Great Maga? Theſe Ten- 
von judge neither below your Care, nor your Eſteem; 0 | 
Mould I venture to call them a baſe Lumber, vile Mine f * 
or childiſh Trifles, you would ſuſpect my Prudence: Tele 
the Diamonds of the Galcundian Mines, all the Qar of P 0:4. 
falls ſhort of the Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gold 1.5 
ſhine, but cannot breath; Diamonds may glitter, but QF **i 
not move; an Inſedt crawls in a more elevated Sphere 8 
lives, and this ſole Prerogative is above the Reach and ( + 
city of Metal; indeed theſe Things are handſomely am“ : 
ed; and tis the Colour alone that juſtifies your Eſteem; 1 14) 
makes ſome Atonement for your *r If therefore Da 
| Have not quite forſaken Reaſon, either eſteem Gold or Je Hine 
leſs, or Inſects more; if thoſe are Vile, you muſt think 14. 
New World, to expreſs the Baſeneſs of the Other. 5 ** 
I cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till I have broaght the * 
curean Part of it to Examen. *Tis below the Majelty of = of 3 
(you ſay) to extend His Care to the Direction and Cone, 55 
on of ſuch deſpicable Creatures; and then very Philoſoph! inde 


ly you infer, he does not ; but becauſe this does not 5 


( 
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wr Turn, you advance a Step, and tell us, they may as well 
ome into the World without His Help, as continue with- 
—_:: 1 ; Ss 
Your Argument is built on a falſe Hypotheſis ; there is no 
ature deſpicable in the Whole Univerſe but the proud A- 
cit, who thinks fo. Hearken to Ariſtotle, who ſaw as far 
to Nature as any of our Libertines, /ib. 1. de Party Animal. 
. 5. Viliorum animalium rationem propenſionemq; puerili Faſtidio 
viſſe dignum nequaquam eſt, cum nulla ſit res Naturæ, in qua non 
randum aliquid inditum habeatur : To ſlight the Oetonomy and Per- 
lion of the moſt imperfect Animal is childiſh, ſeeing there is nothing in 
ure ſo minute and inconſiderable, that bas not ſome Qualities worthy 
limiration, The Vileneſs of the moſt abject Worm conſiſts 
tin the Perfection it poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants: Tis 
ktively ſo; and in this Senſe, every limited Being is ſuper- 
vely vile, if compar'd with the Boundleſs Perfection of 
> Creatour, But if we conſider them in themſelves, they 
tici pate ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they are 
Effects of His Power, and Objects of His Love, for had 
ir Natures no Similitude with the Perfections of God, he 
d not have produc'd them ; and did He not love them, 
would not: Now, to make them worthy both of His 
er and Love, and not of his Care, is ridiculous and im- 
. Indeed did we traveſty God into a Shepherd (as the 
ts did A4pollo;) did we ſuppoſe He left His Godhead in 
wen, to feed Flocks on Earth, or that He took up His Ha- 
nion with Piſmires, or lodg'd in Dunghills with Worms, 
t Objection -would appear Reaſonable ; but we muſt caſt 
theſe Anthropomorphite Principles. To act on Earth, be 
s not abandon Heaven; nor diſpatch Couriers to intimate 
Orders, or Deputies to execute em; He is as neceſſarily 
Places, as in all Times: He created all Things without 
bour, and conſerves them without Solicitude, The Mana- 
dent of the World neither takes one Grain from His Hap- 
ls, nor adds One; He is as much at Leiſure fince its Crea- 
, as before; and though He be without Embara/ſ3, He is 
er Idle. Beſides, though we cannot dabble in Pitch with- 
being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the Wiſt Man, concerns 
dim ; He ſhines in Mire, glitters in Dirt, and like the 
lgilds corrupted Carcaſes, without being tainted or ſul- 
| therefore conclude, your Philoſophy is of the ſame 
*with your Divinity ; and Both are drawn from the Ori- 
ll of Epicures : They are too fooliſh, methinks, to trepan 
ile Man, and too 1 to engage a Good Man; 
indeed, I am half perſwaded you laugh at this Syſtem in 
| 04 ©'& . your 
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your Heart, tho' you applaud it in publick, and would eat 
deſert his Belief, if you could enjoy (without Remorſe) 
Benefit of condeſcending Moralities. Wo 

Theo, Come, Sir, you have harangu'd 2 upon this 9 
ject: Methinks, the Chamber begins to ſmell of Vermin, 
have been upon an uncleanly Topick : To diſcourſe of 
Toads and Maggots looks like treading Eels out of Mud; f 
are unphiloſophical Employments, and we will commit 
farther Diſcuſſion of the Poet to a Committee of Gold f 
or a Club of Rake-kennels. 


DIALOGUE XXL 


The SxvyxxrTRH PRooF, The palpable Abſurdities which folbo 
10 G OD, demonſtrate there is ON E. 


— Omit many other Arguments that plead moſt Po 
fully for a God ; in this Number we may place 
cles and Prophecies, If ever there were a Mi 
all the Atheiſts fine Hypotbeſies fall to the Ground, all the 
ves in Windſor Foreſt will not be able to hide the Folly o 
Incredulity ; for if ever a dead Man has been brought be 
Lite, it muſt have been done by a Power above the Energy 
| Natural Cauſes : To revive a dead Man, is as hard as 
fuſe Life into Marble, and, I think, all the Abilities of 
ture can never reach this Operation, Now, that ſuch Min 
have been wrought in the World, may be made out by ag 
Evidence, as the Nature of Paſt Matters of Fact require 
by Unqueſtionable Authority, and more can neither ratio 
be expected nor deſired. 

Again, to foretel Things that depend meerly upon the 
erciſe of our Free-Will, is a manifeſt Argument o a God, 
an Underſtanding that can foreſee what will happen, 0 
ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what has happen' d, and a fo 
whatever does actually happen; and by Conſequence B 
ever can be known. Now, ſuch a vaſt 3 of Knows 
can only ſuit with a Being Infinitely Perfect, at | 
periour to Man: For as Pindar takes Notice, ad futurs cc 
mentes humana, Future Events lie out of the Sphere of Hil 
Underſtandings: We ſee nothing but Obſcurity and Dar 
before us; we cannot tell what Changes, what Revo 
of Deſigns may be made in our Breaſts before to Mo 


— 


much leſs what other Men will ſay or do an Hundred. 
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Whence the Lavins call Fore- telling of Things, Divi- 


Prophet Iſaiab bids the Gods of the Heathens prove their 
| to Worſhip by Prophecy. Enunciate que uentura ſunt in 
um, & ſciemus quia Dii eſtis vos. | | 

ow, it is clear beyond Diſpute, that Men have foretold 
ure Events with all their Circumſtances ; which they could 
do by the Force of Human Wit and Induſtry : There- 
, they receiv'd the Faculty from another who can dive in- 
Futurities, and diſcover all the Windings and Mæanders of 
Hearts of Men to come, as well as of thoſe who are, and 
ebeen. I will cull out Two or Three Prophecies of an 
ndred, which may be found in our Scripture, and defire 
to ſpend a cool and impartial Thought upon them. x. Reg. 
13. whilſt Feroboam facrific'd on an Altar to Baal, a Prophet 
d out, Altare, Altare, bæc dicit Dominus, ecce Filius naſcetur 
David, Jofias Nomine, & immolabit ſuper te Sacerdotes excel- 


. 
; ' 


4 


his happened exactly 361 Years after: The Prophet 
h c. 41, faretells the Empire of Cyrus and his Name 200 
5 before he was Born. Daniel the Subverſion of the Chal- 
Monarchy, the Grandure of the Median, Perſian, Gracian 
Roman Empires: Nay, he deſcends to particular Acci- 
„ ſo that he ſeems rather to compile a Story of Paſt, than 
SY of Future TranſaCtions ; yet the Event runs even 


tion, Now, this alone wounds Atheiſm mortally, and 
its Grand Principle, There is no God. For this Diſcourſe 
ſolt certain, Nothing in Nature is able to foreſee Things which de- 
meerly upon the Free-Will of Man, and will happen ſome Years aj- 
But tis certain that Men have foreſeen Things that depended on 
free · Will of Man, and did happen ſeveral Ages after they avere fore- 
therefore, there is an Intelligent Being above Nature. You can 
j evade the Force of the Argument by denying the Matter 
Xt; but when you ſtrike upon an evident Abſurdity, and 
call in all Records, there is not any Story in the World 
e Authentick, then that of the Scripture: — to disbe- 
al Hiſtory out of Fear of deiacß impos'd on, is to play 
fool with Caution, and to ſtrete 


pe to their full Advantage ; confront them at leiſure; 
d kliſtory both Sacred and Prophane ; compare the Text 
dEvents, puſh on the Examen not only to Exactneſs, but 
de Extremity of Criticiſm, only ſtop within the Terms of 
on, and expect no greater Evidence than Things Paſt 


nel will 
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s, as if it was the peculiar Privilege of the Divinity: And 


Mm, qui nunc in te thura ſuccendunt, & ofſa hominum in ts incen- 


is PrediQtion, *tis true to a Letter, and therefore ta Ad- 


Warineſs into Stupidi - 
lintend not to deſcant on thoſe Two Proofs, nor to draw © 
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nue and perſwade it? Should diſcountenance Vice, and 
lit with Shame and Infamy ; Whereas the Prime Truth 
je Atheift's Catechiſm, There is N God, leads Men into all 
minations. | * 9 85 
unh, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Vertue, and Er- 
cheriſhes it; for if there be no God, it is Errour and Foll 
elie ve there is One, tis a Piece of Wiſdom to ſtand up an 
i againſt a Forgery, ſo prejudicial to Truth, Reaſon and 
ality: It is a Piece of Wiſdom to maintain that Truth, 
Wiſdom are Plagues, not only to particular Men, but e- 
to Societies; that they drown Kingdoms in Deluges of 

ption, and cut off the Bands of Unit „that knit the 

5, nw, that they muſt be clapt under the Hatches, 
condemn'd to Darkneſs and Confinement, as Traitours to 
unity, and Rebels to Government: But then on the o- 
Side, it follows, that Errour and Ignorance ſupport 
merce, maintain Tranquility, and enliven r ; that 
ae to be promoted as the Source and Origin of al Good, 
they enlighten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, and 
only render People Wiſe, but Good. Ae iT 
thly, That all thoſe Heroes, whothave been Famous ei; 
br Learning or Piety, were wretchedly miſtaken in 2 
p of the Higheſt Concern : They fell down before an 
Statue of Gol, forg'd in the Brain, ſtruck out of Errour, 
hap'd by Vifion, Cuſtom and Education: Whilſt Men, 
wided of Wit, deſtitute of Conſcience, of profligate Li- 
ad of worſe Principles, burthenſome to their Countries, 
andaloys to their very Species, unravel the Truth, and 
uk the Grand Impoſture ; Befere a Man can believe ſo 
tan Abſurdity, he muſt turn off Reaſon, and conclude 


viſe; and thoſe who have ever juſtly been efteem'd Mon- 
the only Ornaments of our Kind. a 8 ä 
(by, That to pay Homage and Obedience to God, to 
luniſhment, or hope for Reward, are fooliſh and vain Ac- 
and wholly appolite to Reaſon : For to revere, worſhip 
tremble at a Chymera, is both childiſh. and ridiculous. 


Being, than what a deluded e rags is pleaſed 
'e him, he is no more to be valued, than all thoſe im- 
ble Combinations that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and crawl 
a Fiction. n nne 
, That Impiety, Sacrilege and Blaſphemy are lauda- 
ations, and agreeable to the moſt inviolable Dies of 

Tf NG Fe" | | Reaſon. 


the worſt of Men were the beſt ; the moſt illiterate, the . 


ireaſonable and Impious into the Bargain: If, therefore, 
its on the ſame Level with an Impoſlibility, if he has no 
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Reaſon. For if there bs no God, all the Actions that fly ig 
Face, that attack his 'imaginary and uſurp'd Grandure 
good: Firſt, Becauſe they are publick Proteſtations of a Th 
viz, That there is a God. And, Secondly, Betauſe they are 
cacious Means to diſabuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it f 
the erroneous Perſwaſions of a 8 and Providence. 
Sir, tell me, are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences? 
they not able to chill the Blood? And to caſt Humanity 
Convulſions? They cannot be thought on without Ho 
nor believ'd without Fury. Had I an Hand in the Goy 
ment, or any Power with the Commons, I would bring 
the Abetters of thoſe lewd Tenets within the Statutes of! 
ſon. They tend directly to the Subverſion of Order and 
cipline. When Men believe ſa looſe Principles, their Ad 
cannot be regular. Nothing but want of Occafions to be 
lains can plead for their Honeſty : Impotence alone is theg 
of their Innocence, and of their Neighbour's Safety. 
Theo. You are ſmart upon Atheiſts, and, methinks, in 
to hectour them into Religion, rather than: convince tl 
But, Sir, a little Reaſon goes farther than much Satyr, 
are Men of Metal, and dare look a Rhadomontade in 
Face: They will not be frighted out of their Qpinia | 
Buckram Invecti ve. > Sata 4 43 
Euſeb. Did you ſee a Raſcal ready to ſet Fire to your 
or a Bravoe making at your Breaſt with a drawn Sword 
ſuch Exigencies you would lay aſide Formality and Cen 
ny : And, I ſuppoſe, ſuch extraordinary Circumſtances 
eaſily Juftifie à little Smartneſs. This is our preſent \ 
By denying a Deity, you pull up all Reftraint, you let 
the Whole Kennel of Vices, and hollow in Pride, Rapint 
Cruelty to worry us; you do not only lop off the Branch 


Subordination and Government, but tear. them up is n 
Roots, and undermine. the very Foundation of Societ); ber. 
cannot carry on any Commerce, nor live ind any Corporal - 
without truſting ſometimes our Neighbour z For it is . con 
fible to make all Matters ſo ſure, as to leave nothing t0 erſy 
ſty and Honour. Truſt is the Ground, the Baſis and N his 
Principle of Commerce; without this, we muſt ſtand at th Ra 
fiance with all the World, and place Security in out BE eſe | 
alone. Now, if there be no Superiour to awe us, node, 
66 within us, that points out Good and Evil, it's abſurd im, 

ooliſh to truſt any Men ; for there is no Ground tor ce, 
Confidence in your Hypotheſis, nothing that. can perſadorn 
Man to facrifice his Intereſt to Truth and Juſtice. 


— 
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ve if tbere be no God, Man is his own Law, and therefore 
offend no Body but himſelf; nay; nor can he offend him- 
; for if he be Supream, whatever he does is right, Let 
| contrive Plots againſt Church and State; let him worry 
Innocent, or prey upon the Poor, he remains Loyal, tho 
gd in Treaſons ; N tho” dipt in Blood; and with- 
din, though loaded with Crimes. Now, ſuch Doctrine 
of Neceſſity unhinge Society, and turn Kingdoms into 
ps of Rubbiſh, and Piles of Confuſion ; for it withdraws 
thoſe Props that ſuſtain Obedience, and breaks thoſe Bands 
cement Unity. A Man muſt be made of Ice not to ex- 
; ſome Concern at the approach of ſo threatning a Danger. 
iv, Of what Danger? | 8 | 
geb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can ſecure 
n but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are outlaw'd_by 
Principles already; and ſhould quickly be clap'd on 
Gallows did your Power correſpond with your Intentions, 
aſt to your Maxims. But your Forces are diſpers'd ; 
are canton'd in Taverns and Bawdy-Houſes, and tis har 
aw them into a Body; ſo that the Government ſtands, 
uſe you want Strength to overturn it: We enjoy Liberty, 
uſe you cannot enſlave us; and our Eſtates, , becauſe you 
not invade them. ; 
eo. Theſe are reflecting Hints, and rather plead for Inci- 
ty than a God; I had rather connive at the Affront than 
nge it; and attribute it rather to Heat than Advertence. 

+. Under Favour, Sir, tho' your Tenets raife my Indig- 
on, I think, they deſerve it; yet Paſſion has not dimm'd 
Underſtanding : I ſpeak with Reflection; and, if my Diſ- 
te diſpleaſe you, thank your Principles for the Mortifica- 
i | ſay again, if there be no God, Man has no Superiour, if 
tas no Superiour, he can be ſubject to no Law; he can 
her do well nor ill; for Good and Evil are relative Deno- 
ations, and ſuppoſe a Law that prohibits the one, and ei- 
commands or counſels the other; if he can do no Hl, and 
erſwaded of this impeccable Prerogative, why ſhall he not 
t his Ambition with Treaſons and Murders? His Avarice 
u Rapines ? And his Incontinence with his Proſtitutions ? 
eſe Actions fit very eaſie on Conſcience ; they ſpawn on 
le, and charm Nature; nay, according to your Grand 
aim, they deſerve the Name of Vertues, as well as Obe- 
ace, Juſtice or Chaſtity, and are more eafily praftis'd than 
on: Indeed, tho? you be neither under the Reſtraint of 


Mural Laws ner Divine, Civil Laws may fright you ſome- 
des from the Practice 3 for Atheiſts of all Men dote on 88 
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Skin, they love not to make a Publick Intrado into the Hd 
Baily, nor to be carted in Ceremony to Hide-Park-Corner, . 
then what Government can be ſecure, when Subject g 
meerly for want of an Opportunity to Rebel? And are 
innocent when Intereſt forbids them to be guilty ? 

Theo. This is an odious Subject, pray let us Rep over it 
am afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carries you: 
tle farther, and I may be put to the Exigence of ſolving [ 
ficulties at the Bar. I will now return an Anſwer to y 
moſt material Objection. You ſay, if there be no God, that 
ice, Temperance, Modeſty and Obedience flow from an 
Chymera z that Fiction, Impoſture and Fal ſhood (up 
Society; this you ſtorm at, and throw it among the 
Claſs of Abſurdities : But pray reflect, that Ignorance 
Policy at Rome and Athens ſet up a Multiplicity of Gods, ti 
carv'd Idols of all Sizes, and of all Creatures; they perſi 
ed the Vulgar, that their mute Statues puniſh'd V 
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ice, Wi: 
rewarded Vertue. This Impoſture cheated many int ul by 
Chaſtity and Obedience. You cannot deny but Deitts ¶ o ou 


Imaginary, that they were as void of Senſe, as of Reaſon, 
were ſo far from being able either to protect their Proſely 
or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that they could not defend thi 
ſelves. In fine, Sir, they were Nothing, yet theſe Nth 
theſe Chymeras ſcar d People into their Duty, and aw'd tl 
into Heroick Flights of Morality. If the Perſwafion « 
God, (tho' there be no ſuch Thing) works the ſame Ef: 
where lies the Abſurdity ? If Falſhood, Two Thouſand J. 
ago, gull'd People into Submiſſion, and wheedled them! 
ertue, it may play over again the ſame Game in our A 
we are liable to Ignorance, as well as the Athenians or Rom 
and what either quicken'd their Hopes, or enliven'd d 
Fears, may make Impreſſion upon ours. 

Euſeb. I confefs, That the Perſwaſion of the Ancient 74 
was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in gene 
They acknowledg'd a Deity who look'd into Human Aff 
and who would once exact a ſtrict Account of their mok 
nute Actions; ſo far or were right, but then when they Wd to 
1 this Notion of a God to Stocks or Stones, to W. 

Men or Accurſed Demons, they deviated from Truth: 

Principle, therefore, of theſe Men was True, viz. 4 G1? 7 
the Ap lication of it to Jupiter, Mars or Venus. was errone0! 
for theſe were Perſons of moſt profligate Morals : The F 
an Adulterer, the Second, a Murtherer, and the Third, 2® 
impudent Harlot. So that neither the Attributes of a Din 
ty, not the Management of the World, nor the Veng⸗ 
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Actions, nor the Reward of good Ones belong'd to them. 
„when Men abſtain'd from Immorality out of Fear of 
ling God, or practis'd Vertue out of Defire to pleaſe 
they were not mov'd by this Perſwaſion, that there was 
weam Being, who hated Ill and lov'd Good; and would 
h that, and reward this, which Univerſal Perſwaſion is 
True ; and Vertue that ſtands on this Principle, has no 
to ſupport it : Indeed, they clap the Divinity on Men, 
Red Devils with its Great Prerogatives, and worſhip'd 
Gods of their own Inſtitution ; and ſo blunder'd abour 
articular Subject of Adoration, notwithſtanding they re- 
the Notion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the Wicked, and 
da kind of True Foundation of Political and Moral Ver- 
But if there be no God, or if he mews himſelf up in Hea- 
without entring into our Concerns, the very Foundation 
Probity, all Subordination is falſe and fictitious, and by 
quence, all Truſt, Commerce, Piety and Society are ſu- 
by Impoſture and Forgery, which is an Opinion ſo un- 
to our very Nature, and fo irrational, that no Man can 
t without Folly and Madneſs. 
ntleman of the Company interrupted Euſebius. Sir, 
e, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; they are Ra- 
| and a Man muſt be very hard to pleaſe that will not 
them. But unleſs our Souls are Immortal, what Rea- 
ve Men either to love his Goodneſs, or to fear his Se- 
j? His Bleſſing muſt ſtop with our Breath, and his Cur- 
mot overtake us in Eternity: For if Death robs us of 
ud Being, all our Hopes and Fears are at a ſtand: They 
prar with our laſt Sigh, and vaniſh into Nothing. So 
he Doctrine of à God is not ſufficient alone to Reform 
nd, and all Religion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or flun 
g the Ceremonies Divines term Diophora ; for if my Soul 
tal, Future Rewards are impoſſible, as well as Tor- 
: Why then ſhould I court Vertue at the Expence of 
it datisfaction ? Or withſtand NN with the For- 
e of Pleaſure ? Why ſhould I bridle Luſt, or preſcribe 
to my Ambition ? If neither Continence be regarded, 
nde humbled ? For my part, I own ingeniouſly, I ſhall 
the beſt uſe of Time, till T am ſure there is an Eternity. 
b trim up my Houſe of Clay, and lay out my Stock on 
"ons: My Paſſions ſhall live at Diſcretion, and range 
F nt Controul. | TY Dog Þ f 
lf Arguments convince you, That here is a God, (replied 
4) you cannot queſtion the Immortality of the Soul. 
nd the Immortality of the Soul are da ey Fo 
1 | D  aphays 
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whatever Proof makes for the one, eſtabliſhes the other; | 
as I hinted above, if there be a God, He is Juſt; and there 
crowns Vertue, and revenges Vice : Now, it is evident, 
the Juſt oftentimes in this Life receive no Reward, and 
Impious no Puniſhment, therefore they muſt receive iti 
next; therefore, our Souls muſt not die with our Bod 
therefore they are Immortal. Again, if our Souls are 
mortal, there is a God, For * — this Noble Prerogat 
which way did the Soul come by it, but by the Goodnel 
Power of an Infinite Agent ? It can neither be the Eff 
Matter nor Motion; theſe Things are below the Lerel 
Spirit, they have neither Life nor Knowledge ; how eu 
infuſe into another thoſe Perfections that are Stam e 
themſelves ? Did our Souls fteal a Being from all Em 
Where were they before they enter'd our Bodies? W 
dered my Soul to take Poſſeſſion of my Body rather ta 
another GEE _ did it * before it found the 
ment? I ſuppole, Pytbagoras s Metempſycoſes is grown out of 
ſhion in Europe, we ſend Souls — = Expeditior 
Knight-Errantry ; they ſcorn to take up with Swine, « 
lodge with Camels and Elephants. If, therefore, they are 
mortal Spirits, you cannot avoid a Creatour ; neither Hu 
Motion or Matter can 82 us a good Account of their Uri 
Euſebius defir'd another Meeting the next Day, to 
End to the Conference. One Seffion, ſaid he, addre 
himſelf to the Company, will compleat the Work, and 
fire your Preſence ; I will only draw up in ſhort the Su 
our Diſpute, that you may at one View ſee the 9 
my Proofs, and the Weakneſs of my Adverſaries: A 
Theomachus, if (in ſpite of Light) you reſolve to remal 
Darkneſs, (after I have detected your Errours) III pity 
Obſtinacy. The Company accepted of the Appointment amef 
ſo broke up. But Theomachus, after mature Deliver 
thought beſt to wave the Interview; he had been too 
foil'd to venture another Puſh : Beſides, he percei d 
ſome of the Gentlemen began to waver : The Reafons* 
ſebius had done Execution ; altho', indeed, none had det 
tor Religion, many approv d it ; ſo that he fear d anothe! 
* ference, with a ſhort Exhortation, might detach ſome, 
* . weaken his Party. And if the 9 of the Contro 
| ſhould be put to Vote, he foreſaw nothing but Sham 
himſelf, and Victory for his Antagoniſt: But the Matter! 
not determined (ſaid he to one of his Intimates) like 
who have a Suit depending, we may both preten Right 


ſo we ſhall part Stakes. But to withdraw hatdſome!y» e 
Zuſebius this Letter, | 
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FIR, LES 7 
im ſorry Neceſſity has ſorc d me to diſappoint you to Morrow ; an 
noreſeen Affair requires 7 Abſence from Town ; "tis both impoy- 


ant and preſſing, ſo that 

wt great Prejudice to my Concerns, and Danger to a Relation, I 

we diſengage my Word, and preſume you will excuſe and pardon 
wility: When I have rid my Hands of thi troubleſome Accident, 

_ You may command, SIR, 

| „ 4; on 


bins read the True Defign of Theomachus under his Falſe 
ence; and eafily perceiv'dHhe retir'd to avoid both Con- 
on and Confufion, and, indeed, it's hard to determine 
h he dreaded moſt. For he was jealous of his Honour. 


zenzy, and obſtinate in Infidelity to Madneſs. Notwith- 


ing, Euſebius next Morning met the other Gentlemen at 


dendez vous, who were concern d at the ſudden Retreat 
teir Heroe, yet ſome excus d, tho others blam'd him. 
 2ddrefling himſelf to. rhe Company, ſpoke to this 


; | ; 
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E meet to Day to finiſh the Diſpute ; and, 1 thought 


the Controverſie alſo, hut the unexpected Retreat, (I 


a. would ſay 2 of Theomachus has baffl'd my Hopes. 
WW": not ſaſpected the Juſtice of his Cauſe,” why: did he. 
1 -nefully deſert it? I had no Deſign on his Honour, but 
oo [mpiery. I ſhould have diſclaim'd the Glory of Con- 
had he but acknowledged his Defeat, and abjur'd an 
„. that will at laſt ruin him, and thoſe who inconſide- 

abett it. Nay, an humble Confeſſion of the Truth had 

d his Reputation from Ohloquy z the Blemiſh had fal- 
gern the Cauſe, not on his Wit; but the Glory of Submiſ- 
ne, the Truth had been wholly imputed to his Candour 
roll l® Sincerity of his Temper. People had thrown the 


ach of Atheiſm, rather on the Miſinformation of his 


landing, than on the Perverſeneſs of his Will, fo that 
donly fear to be eſteem'd more Unfortunate than Cri- 
: But this ungentile Flight lays him open to the Seve- 


ſt Cenſure, and all rn Men muſt neceſſarily 


sons lude, 


/ 


cannot retard my Departure one Day 
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conclude, he wanted Abilities to defend a bad Cauſe, 
Conſcience to diſown it. But PII leave him to himſelf, 
where can he be more uneafie, than in his own Compn 


Though he be without a God, he is not without Fear, WG 
who can ſleep ſecure that harbours ſuch a Fury? Are es 
(like the China Mandarins) are waited on by Hangmen ern 
puniſh their own Delinquencies : They can never ayoid the 
Arreſt and Execution of their Conſciences, tho' they me, 
Sport of God, and a Diverſion of Crimes in Publick, the fo 
more ſerious in private; which is a ſhrewd Sign their Athy 1! 
is Imaginary, tho' their Impiety be Real. A God » » WM: Pt 
Gentlemen, is an important Queſtion ; and thoſe, who in city 
to the Negative, would do well to examine it with Care, Mit ti 
Study, with Coolneſs and Impartiality, before they co mu 
a final Refolution. When the Azbenians heard of the F. 
of their mortal Enemy. Philip the Macedonian, they were WS an 
ſently for manifeſting their Joy by ſome Pablic Et. 
Jollitry : But a Fellow among the Crowd, bid em frf Ein R 
he was dead, leaſt one day they might find him alive f 0 
Severity of his S The Atheiſt of all Men ſhould ; ar 
low this wholeſome, this prudent Advice; and nothing . F 
ſtrict Demonſtration can ſecure: him: For all the palit. 
Sophiſms in the World will never reſcue him from D w: 
nor by Conſequence his Election from Folly ;. For ſo lo be 


he is not demonſtratively ſecure; there is no Deity, fo” - « 
thing he knows, there is one; and if there be, he vile 
tain y feel the Exigence of that Dreadful Majeſty he de 

by the Rigour of His Juſtice : It's therefore our Tnters 
believe there is a Cod; and to ſquare our Actions by thi 
lief; for we can be no Loſers by Credulity; but maybe e w 
done Eternally by Infidelity : Indeed the: Axheiſt is ſe 
enough his Caſe is deſperate; if there b5 a God, and if one ! 4: 
believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that it were! 
Power to credit his Being: But (fays he) this is the MB 
Work of Demonſtration : Evidence alone ſsttles the JW") of 
ment, of which I am wholly unfurniſ{k'd : But this i 
neſs rather thin an Excuſe: A petty Artiſſes to Site 
paſſion, or to hide Folly and Madneſs under the-Dreſ#0 
cerity. If they expect Mathematical Evidence; they . 
Atheiſts, for ſuch Conviction isimpoſlible, and they tha cc 
only ſubmit to Proofs of which the Matter is unc 
ſhould rather purge than diſpute : He is fitter for 4 : 
—— Reaſon; and I would counſel him ro-ſhave and eoke 

ain. | 2 g ee ie 
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ow, let me defire you, Gentlemen, by all that is dear, 
uke this Matter into Canfideration, it deſerves Time, 
ought and Reflection. The ar is, Whether there 
Gad, who Eternally Rewards Vertue, and Eternally Pu- 
hes Vice. What can be more Important, than to he well 
rm'd on which Side of the Contfadiction Truth lies? If 

be next World there be no High Court of Juſtice, no 
e., no Account taken either of Good or Evil: Why ſhould 
n force Appetite ? ſtorm Inclination, or bridle Defire ? 

y ſhould they forego the Enjoyments of this Life, and 

| Preſent Satisfaction for a Vain Expectation of a Future 

ut . if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Cireumſtances, 
1muſt take leave of Life and Pleaſure together; and give 

| Farewel. to Delights. Their laſt Breath extinguiſhes 
and kindles a Flame nat to conſume, but to torment 

v Eternally. Their Mufick will end in Tears, their Plea- 

in Repentance, and their Repentance in Deſpair. It's a 

ful Cataſtrophe to be dragg'd from a Palace into a Dun- 

; and from the e of a Dalilab into thoſe of Ever · 

g Flames, What Man in his Senies would take the 
mine awdy Happineſs in the World, to- 

: with ſuch a dreadful Reverſion of Torments? Yet if 
be Scientia in Excelſis, Knowledge and Juſtice above, 

s 4 God), the Infidel Atheiſt will burn below; and feel 
luſt Revenge of that Powerful Majeſty, he ſo obſtinately 


W, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, withdraw from 
u and Paſſion, take off all Affection from the preſent 3 
te wholly from this World till you are ſure there is no 
bing as another. Argue with your ſelves thus: I be- 
Im lawfully begotten ; I believe, I am baptix d; and ne- 
aobted of either. Yet I have the bare Teſtimony of my 
ter for the Truth of the Firſt, and perchance the ſole Au- 
of a Parſon, or a Midwife for the Belief of the Se- 
Bat all Nations tell me, #bere is 4 God, as well as all 
«oF: Why therefore ſhall.the Word of one Woman, or of 
n, not only ſway, but fix and ſettle my Judgment in 
vi Caſes, and not the Joint Teſtimony of all Men in this? 
bit contemplate. the petty Springs of a Watch, ot the 
cap Gontrivance of a Cabbin, but preſently the Sight leads 
Pi pally to an, Artificer. I cannot poſlibly aſcribe the 
di of either to blind Chance, or fatal Neceſſity z and tho 
ay Underſtanding, and enſlaye my Reaſon in a Thous 
Vecafions, in this I cannot. They diſobey the moſt preſ- 
25 R fing 
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cable Leaf are more 47 contriv'd than all the Machi 
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fing Commands of the Will, they pronounce boldly in 
of Pradtice and Inclination, that ſome Hand put the Why 
together, and nnn 
| The moſt 111-ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt & 


that ever Art invented. If therefore the petty Fabrick ( 
Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of a poor Cottage convinee 
they were made by the Hand of an Artificer, muſt I note 
feſs this Majeſtick Pile of the World, ſo vaſt, ſo variow 
ſtupendious, was firſt contriv'd by the Wiſdom, and thency 
ed by the Power of a moſt Fertoct Agent? If a leſs lo 
ſways my Judgment, a greater may: And if my Aﬀect 
both firm and prudent in one Caſe, certainly it catnot he 
ſtahle and imprudent in the other. A- Child may maket 
Reflections; they are eaſiẽ, obvious and convincing, Re 
therefore, and Intereſt plead de nee 

t 4 . ; 


you cannot abett it without betrayin Ir gut 
_ Proftrate a beſeech you) your ſelves with bended In! 
and bleeding Hearts before the Throne of that Dread I 


you have ſo often provok'd by your Immqfality: and abi" a 
bs your Infidelity. Obſtinacy eiflames his Juſtice; but 
extinguiſh it. It's in your Power either to tty the Way 
his Anger, or the Sweetneſs of his Merch. But if 
waits on you to his Tribunal, you muſt expe& nothmg 
Damnation. God's Greatneſs will fright-you,' his f. 
will difarm you, and his Juſtice Eterna ly torment Jo 
ſpite of Bravadoes, Conſcience will not only act the Fart 
ccuſer, but of an Executioner alſo. It will revenge Wpour 
Intereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you have committs 
gainſt it here, and turn thoſe kind Admonitions you rec 
with Raillery into ſo many Inſtruments of Puniſhment. Bi eaſi 
Gentlemen, dare you put theſe Things to'a Venture? W's ye 
you live in Infidelity as unconcernedly as if all the T: 
of another World were only frightful Dreams of Men av 
Or meer Productions of a feveriſh' and diſcompos d DS" you 
Certainly I have made the Exiſtence of a'God too cleat . 
thought Fancy or Viſion. © And then I expect Prudencoutcon! 
not permit you-to think it a Matter not to-be regarded, 
ther you are Eternally Happy or Miſerable, © * 
At leaſt if you are reſolv'd to play in this Life; and io 
in the other, decoy not unwary Gentlemen into ſo Ma 
ſolution: Their Pains will not eaſe yours. If you plot 7 
theit Purſe, have no Defign upon their Religion. 1 
not out of their Creed, tho* you wheedle them out of t 
Rates ; when you have ſwept away their preſent Stock, 
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em not to make over their Title to Heaven. You can gain 
thing by their Loſs ; for the ſame time you railly them out 
Heaven, you jeſt your ſelves into Hell. | 

Befides, were the Exiſtence of a God, the Truth of Re 2 
ubtful, yet they ſhould be thought on with Seriouſneſs, 
| ſpoken of with Reverence; for People put a great ſtreſs 
Both. They look upon the Belief of a Deity, and the 


after. They acknowledge it is not only their Duty, but 
their Intereft to believe a God, and to wh hay him. 
thinks, therefore, it's a Breach of Civility, and a Failure 
breeding ; it's an Affront to Chriſtians as well as to their 
ker to turn the Object of their Adoration into Sport and 
erfion, and their Expectation into Romance. So that you 
ot be prophane without being Clowns. Pray therefore 
leaſt for your Reputation's oh} employ your Wits and 
(oues on a more credible Subject. Certainly Wit is not 
wn ſo Sacrilegious, as not to be pleas'd without 2 
Things. A Man may be civil without Blaſphemy, an 
In a very fair Pretenfion to Ingenuity without being guilty 
rofaneneſs, - | 

o draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch Truth 
Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drollery, preach 
down God, Religion and Sobriety, but treat with Re- 
t thoſe Things Mankind reveres, for Men'ſeldom honour 
tthey ridicule ; much leſs will they proſtrate themſelves 
hat they burleſque. Shake off therefore this buffooning 
nour, and when the Tongue is brought under 1 
Heart will throw off all the Lets of Prejudice and Paſ- 
and then the Underſtanding diſengag'd from Violence 
eaſily ſubmit to the Force of thoſe Reaſons, I have laid 
te you. 5 0 

ut if you run on in a lewd Vein of Drollery and Impiety, 
nolt perſwafive Arguments in the World will never work 
n you ; you'll certainly ſport your ſelves into Damnation, 
ink down laughing into Hell. But then thoſe Flames 
tconſume Mirth, will awake Deſpair. You'll begin to be 
lSerious and Wiſe, when *twill be too late to be fo. Oh, 
Fooliſh, how impudent is it to deny a Deity in this World, 
to believe one in the other! To live Atheiſts in London, 
Theiſts in Hell. 


2 9 * 
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The END of the SECOND PART. 


Rice of Religion here, as neceſſary for their Happineſs 
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1 
Gentlemen of Ireland 


GrnTLEMEN, | | 
| HE former Two Parts of the Gentleman lai 
Qed, have been ſo kindly Received by the Nol 
that I preſume to recommend the Third 40%, # 
Favour of their Protection. Books make iber 
tune, as evell as Younger "Brothers, by the Cra 
Great Patrons ; they are unable to break through the Oppo 
Criticiſm uit bout the Support of Authority ; and ſo are ſippoſel 8 

- becauſe no Body will tand up in their Defence; for at preſent, * 
dice and Cenſure run high, and (what is worſe) out of ther P 
Channel, Good Books generally mees with Reproach, and Bad 45 
with Approbation. We ſquare our Fudzments by our ConduBt, ſo 
it's odds thoſe Men, who declare for Vice, «vill never reliſb a 16 
Morality, No, no; when a Book condemns our * * 
the Freedom, by way of Reprizals, io condemu it; as if it went ® 
with My. Hobbe, to * Reaſon, nf 4 Reaſon takes 

Liberty to controul uin. | 

I therefore expect that Libertines and Debauchees wil 
Check at the Freedom of theſe Papers, as well ay a vhe Subje# 3 
that poſſibly they may diſcharge. a Volly of Reproaches upon the Au 
fer in an burry Paſſion miſtakes a Friend for 4 Be, and fat © 

en thoſe <pbo come to our Reſcue, as on thoſe who intend on a 
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the beſt on t is, the force of their Weapons anſwers not the ſtrength 
heir Malice, for alas, @a Feſt makes a weak Tbruſt, and a Sar- 


ines burleſque it; for the Opinion of ſuch Fudges is always ſuſpected 
artiality, and ſo neither be a Credit to a Cauſe, nor a great Mis- 
ine, | | 
bo Commiſſions this Euſebius, (ſaid a Spark) to tutor all Man- 
{? To laſh our Failures ? To expoſe our Perſons to Reproach and 
my? Muſt be pedant it over bis Betters, and revile Quality at 
iretion ? Has he not ſtript us of our Robes, and ſbown us in Diſha- 


tertain the Publick at our Expences ? Though we are Lewd, why 


Reſpe# ; the Gentleman wants Breeding, and bis Perſon ſhould be 
obt 10 Pennance as well as his Pen. . 4b 
by, Good Sir, all this Heat (ſaid I) I counſel you to ſtifle your 
entment, unleſs you can diſarm this pretended Adverſary, conſute 
Evidence, or deny the Charge; for after all, ibo People abandon. 


eſunk., Conſcience and Shame have not loſt all footing ; and tb 


end it. If the Gentleman's Charity challenges not Thanks, I am 
it deſerves not Reviling ; it ſbould ftrike out ſome ſparks of Repen- 
e, and not kindle Flames of Anger. He tells you, you poſt on to 
nation, and deſires you to flop. Is it ſuch an Incivility to inter- 
Did wwe ſee a blind Man upon the brink of a Precipice, ſhould 
wt admoniſh him of the Danger, and ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance. - © 

lung Gentlemen, boodwinkt by Paſſion, and faſcinated by the be- 


but the ſborteſs Road to endleſs Torment; be cries ous Stop, and 
queſtion his Commiſſion, and formalize upon the Legality of his pro- 


are his Warrant, Nay, and the Principles of that Religion you 
ute to Leawdneſs are his Fuſtification and Protection. vi 
Indeed be bas drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, but the fault 
mt in tbe Painter but in the Original ; the Gentleman bad no In- 
lun to provoke any Man's Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon; be 
bb blended a Thouſand different Faces together, ſo that this Conf, * 
features and Com plexions ill conceal the Originals, In ſbort, Sir, 
unſel you rather to mend than to ſtorm : If you will not apply the Re- 
), thank at leaft the Gentleman that preſents it. ; 

Buy however, the Spark would come to no Terms of Accommodation 


ba reſuming Coxcomb in all Places and all Company. Thus this 
: ep over · okt nothing in Ill. nature or worſe Manners, and 
: FPV 


4 Meaker; and ſober Men ſeldom condemn à Book becauſe Li- 


e to the Rabble ? Firſt to render us cheap and deſpicable, and then 
we appear Little ? Though wwe forfeit our Innocence, we have right 


ue, feu haue the Impudence to burleſque it; Its Intereſt is not 


not uncreditable to commit an ill Action, it's infamous, at leaſt, 


ling Blandiſhments of Senſual Pleaſures, take not only the moſt .. 


nm. Your Danger (dear Sir) on the one fide, and Charity on the. 


V Luſebius, be would poſt him up for a Pedant, and pronounce” 
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rain d his Reſentments to all the Heights of Folly and Madneſt; 
he fanſted in Euſebius's Character be ſaw bis own ; and ſoto cha 
Complexion, and brighten bis Features, be would break the Glaſi; u 
#he Deformity lay in the Medium, and not in bis Face, 
Thus ſome People attack Godlineſs under every form; they give 
tue no Qyarter, and Vice no Difturbance ; they have bani(bt G 
from Practice, and will not ſuffer it to appear even upon Paper: Nj, 
Conſcience muſt have no Retreat, and God no Worſbip. Centai 
theſe Mens Opinions, Hell is a place of Diverſion, and Heaven of i 
ments. 5 | 
But, Gentlemen, I hope the ſober Part of you will receive thi, 
ſent with more Civility, and if you cannot roſolve to imitate the Path 
{ am confident you will at leaft commend it. I have mingled bis 4 
ons with bis Precepts; and fo have at the ſame time thrown befor 
4 Scheme of bis Practice, and an Eſſay of his Document; you wil 
one View ſee what be did, and read what he taught 5 and then 
muſt conclude, Gentlemen are far gone in Wickedneſi, if both Ru 
and Example are unable to recover them, | 
The way to Vertus by Precept (ſays Seneca) is long, by Ex 
ſhort 3 this affetts more ftrongly than Speculation ; it enlivens our 
vits, and prepares them for Action; the Proſpect of hazardous Ent 
prizes oftentimes damps Courage and diſpirits Bravery it ſelf ; but at 
ave ſee Men undertake it with Valour, and come off with Saceeſs, 
envy the Heroe, and applaud the Aftion e We then conclude, 
Thengs are feaſible that ſeem impoſſible, and that oftentimes tht 
Difficulty lies move in the Fancy than in the Attempt, + 
Fleſb and Blood paint Vertue in a frightful Dreſs, and the Dwit 
2 Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fury ; they ſeem Monſters to the Now 
2 to be gazed on than pvactiſed, and ratber feave than m 
Euſebius has diſcovered the Impofture, and unmask'd the 4 U 
be bas convinc d the World by Practice, that Vertue bas nothing 
ous but a falſe Vizer, and that the Duties of a Chriſtian. ave 1 
ſance ; that our Mader never intended to bind us wy to ifa 
nor to turn Duty into our Misfortune, The Office of a Clriſtian n 
Great Man interfered not <vith that of a Gentleman z; bis Bahn 
was handſome, and his Carriage Religious ; be kept up 4 © 
Correſpondence with God, qvithout breaking off all Commerce with . 
In a Word, be lived both a Gentleman and a Saint; loved by 
and admired by all, W 
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PaRT III. 


DIALOGUE I. 
ve GIN TTM AR are diſweded from a TOWN-LIFE.: 


to keep his Ground, but too ſtubborn to 1 
Quarter. He durſt not boaſt of Victory, an 
would not acknowledge his Defeat; ſo that 
in concluſion he was willing to draw Sta 
and confeſs'd that both maintain'd their Po 
_ Reſolution. I fine, (faid he with a Smile) Euſe· 
I: fought here, as our Allies and French at Luzara : 
LU are Conquerours, and both overcome. I give him leave 
ap his Wings, if he'll permit me to crow. | J 
ander was preſent at the Diſpute, and by good Fortune in 
Company, when Theomachns bolted out this Rhodomon- 
His Confidence was extraordinary, and his Air unuſual- 
tending. Paſſion fluſh'd in Neander's Face, and almoſt 
e out at his Tongue. He had no mind to rene the 1 
5 | | dat; 


608 


10 0 


| 


| . 


'T] 
47 N 


Hl 


H O' the Diſpute was over, the Controverſis 4 
went on. Theomachus was indeed too weak 
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bat; far he knew 4theiffs ever return Smiles for Reaſon, 
keep their Ground rather by dint of Forehead than 
ment, However, not to ſuffer him to be pleaſant wi 
check; I perceive (ſaid he) you have run in a Circle, 9 
many Steps, but rid no Ground; you are juſt where you 
in ſetting out; becauſe, for ought 1 know there may be 4 
and then you are a Madman by Demonſtration. _ - 
I have told you, reply*d Theomachus, God is an Airy be 
the Child of Fancy, and Spawn of Imagination, ' a By 
to awe Fools, and fright Children; and if Euſebius hail 
toured much on this Subject, he has proved little. For 
I diſtinguiſh between Flouriſh and Argument, between ft 
Cant, and ſolid Reaſon. : EEE 
It may be ſo (anſwer'd Neander) but if his Reaſon 
come not up to Evidence, yours for no God (by 
own Confeſſion) falls ſhort of Demonſtration. For ina Vi 
Sir, IA dratyn Battle, It's therefore no leſs probable 4 
God, than that there is none; and by Canſequence you 
commence Fool, to remain an Atheiſt, © 
 Theomachus was pincht for an Anſwer, and therefore he 
treated to the laſt Retrenchment of baffled Libertines, Rail 
and Satyr. For 2 muſt know theſe Gentlemen bite, # 
they cannot ſpeak to the purpoſe ; and laugh down hole 
guments, they cannot reaſon out ot C nee. 
Tour Logick, young Man, (ſaid he) is as callow 25 
Chin, and your Under nding-as ſoft as your Beard. Ls 
Philoſophy to thum the Grammar, rub over Propria qi A 
bus before you venture on Divinity ; your Intellect is pe 
_ thered, too weak-wing'd to ſoar ſo high : A Dog or à 
are more proper Entertainment for your Age than God. 1 
I preſume you are more able to judge of Wine than of I. 
logical Niceties. eite ot. 1 
Nay, (ſaid Neander) if Age be the Standard of Senfe, 
Arguments are meaſured not by Mood and Figure, but Bes 
then certainly all the Advantage lies on your ſide; but u 
favour, Sir, Beards and Reaſon go not always togethe!- 
is not the Meaſure of Truth and Fal ſhood.  Threelcots | 
be in the wrong, and Twenty in the right: Fling then 
Years out of the Queſtion, and comme up cloſe to the P. 
But Theomachus thought fit to drop the Controverſie, 
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z varniſh of Generofity on Cowardice; and gives Fear the 
ur of Good-nature. | | K . 
omachus was no more for drawn Battles, he ſaw, that by 
ing Stakes he ſhould loſe the Sett. And therefore (to 
T & bis Party and his expiring Credit) he proclaim'd him- 
nquerour, and his Adverſary defeated. Euſebius (ſaid 
is lipt into the Country to air his Brains, and to throw 
the Chagrine that always diſcompoſes routed Generals. 
dares not keep the Field, but cantons his ſcatter'd Forces 
illages. Rn FRAN) | 
1a, indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with a Reſolu- 
never to return, He was fick of Company, and mo 
hoſe Follies he could neither endure, nor correct. R. 
d not without Indignation behold Chriſtians lead the Li- 
of Pagans, and rophane the beſt Religion with the foul- 
Crimes, What pleaſure” (ſaid he) can 4 Chriftian take in a 
where Vice vides in Trinmph, and Vertne groans in a Dungeon x 
Goodneſs lies under Contempt, and Irregularity receives Applauſe ; 
e the beſt—Afions are 8 and the worſt dei ied? | 
ander rid over to his Houſe, five Miles only diſtant from 
Town. He informed him of Theomachus's Comportment 
his Retreat, 'with what an Air of Confidence he pro- 
nd his Victory: That the Cabal began to hold up their 
ds and crow: That Abe had almoſt recovered of its 
und; and began to walk abroad. That his Preſence might 
the Evil his Abſence would give Opportunity to ſpread. 
it Theomachus would withdraw at his Arrival, and carry his 


— 


n and Impudence into the Country, 7. . 
as ! (reply d. EnſebiutY Dear Neander, you are unacquaint- 
vith the Temper: of Atheift;, It's eafie to confound em, 
almoſt impoffible to convert em, their Diſeaſe lies in the 
art, not in the Head. Their Misfortune takes its riſe from 
Mindacy, not Ignorance. ' And how can you reaſon a Man 
LofInfideNty, who reſolves to remain in it againſt Reaſon? 
bertiniſm, Neander, is a bewitching thing, when it gets the 
endant; *twill improve ;, nw monty an Excuſe of Free- 
n; caſt Conſcience into'a Lethargy, and bribe the Under- 
dtp againſt our own'Intereſt. In a Word, it's a Sin fel 
e forgiven in this World, and never in the other. © 
beim (reply'd Neander) is not the only Vice ofthe Town, 
[he Wt Sins ſeem free of the City; and Men endeavour to di- 
be Malignity, and to keep the Diſorder in Countenance. 
AU" cople have the Face to preach up Ungodlineſs in Diſcourſe, 
e ractice plant botb-againſt it; good Counſel, back d by 
ple, may do as much Execution upon Vice, as * upon 
Wo 7; ertue. 
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Vertue. In the next World, indeed, Mens Wills are « 
1ixt in Good or Evil, but in this they may paſs from as} 
tream to the other. Befides, all are not ſo charm'd with 
:18 to perſwade themſelves it deſerves no Puniſhment, mx 
cut of conceit of Vertue as to diſcard it of all Reward: Tj 
Misfartune ſprings rather from Weakneſs than Malice; 
uthful Heat, than from Infidelity. Time will cool f 
$lood, and Inſtruction may inform their Underſtanding 
when this is diſabus'd, the Will ſhakes off the Enchantng 
What can Advice (ſaid Esſebivs) fignifie to thoſe, who 
allways more prepared to curſe, or ridicule the Adviſer, 
tes practiſe the Counſel? To thoſe, who are unman d % 
n1inacies, and even nailed to ill Hans They are with 
Conſcience, without Principles, how will you come atthe 
You may almoſt as ſoon preach down an Hurricane, ord: 
a Tempeſt into a Calm, as counſel a bad Man into a good 
Whilſt we frame ill Notions of the Future State, our Lives 
hardly be regular. What hops of Recovery, when the Pati 
do tes on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face of the Doc 
ane] ſuſpects every Cordial to be a Doſe of Arſenick or | 
r 
neſs; and, like ſome ies, they ſuppoſe themle 
the Wiſdom of the Nation. +4601 n F-11414 
I ſuppoſe, indeed, that all who throw up their Innoce 
and pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not quite taken lea! 
Reli gion, or diſmiſs'd Principles; but they bade Moſes « 
Prophets, Paftors and Teachers I am pat urate General, 
s Funftion; Thoſe whot 
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intend to interfere with, another's. 
the Sick are often ſtruck with the Infection, and the De 
that cures his Patient ſometimes dies of his Diſtemper. 
What! (ſaid Neander with a Smile) you are on guard of | 
the Infection of the Town :/ Surely you have outliv'd Te 
tation, Age has ſo con I'd your Blood, that nothing h 
Cbrigmar block is able to thiw it. Neither the World 75 
vil can work up thy Humours to Irregulagity. : Thy, Fai 
(like Serpents in a Froſt). drop their Venom; they g 
without Vigour, and almoſt without Life: They art © 
from capering, that like Criminals in- Tramels, they can! 
ſtand. To have one Foot in the Gzave, and the that in 
Bordel 18 unuſual, F ew Men, like tna, burn Within, 
| = are Snow without. A white Head and a glowing N th 
Meet. Gitte ates ban diane 
No Man (reply'd Zuſebias). is ſecure, and therefore all i 
ſtand upon the Qui va la. Age, indeed, is leſs expos 
Youth, but it's not aboye danger; and I have known 
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ns of the Britiiſp Monarchy. The Firſt Secretary of State 
nz leſs hurry on Poſt-Days, and ſends about fewer Diſpat- 
. For you muſt know he ſubpoenas Sempftreſſes, Taylors, 
bers and Coachmakers, to appear at his Levee, one would 
fe this Heterogenious Juncto took into Confideration ar- 


mmotion. Now, all this Noiſe is nothing but a Learned 
ate upon the Modes of the Town, and an advantagious 
ture of Colours. He is for Delicacy and Exactneſs of Fan- 
for nothing Tawdry and Mechanick, flaunting or ill 
cht. And Doctors are divided upon the Point: But all 
ze to bubble the Squire. For it's a kind of Poſtulatum a- 
g the Beaus, that nothing is Modiſh that is not Dear; 
, the Goodneſs even of Snuff riſes with the Price, and To- 
at Five Guineas the Pound, is Twenty times better 
the ſame at a Crown. 

knew a Spark that ſat a whole Morning in a cloſe Com- 
tee with a Barber : Now, this mighty Conſultation was 
ita Perriwig. He ſhew'd him Twenty, but one was too 
another too ſhort ; this too full, that too thin: At laſt, 
(ſays the youngſter) make me a Smart Mig, a Smart one, 
g. The Fellow leſt himſelf; he had heard of a Smart 
, 2 Smart Man, Sc. But a Smart Wig was Chineſe to the 
leſman. However nothing would pleaſe his Worſhip, 
mart Sboes, Smart Hats, and Smart Cravats : Within Two 
the had a Smart Wie, with a Smart Price in the Box. 
Truth is, he had been bred up with the Groom, and tranſ- 
ted the Stable · dialect into the Dreſſing- room. 2 
whe a Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, anſwer'd 


Conqueſt: He was of the La Fools of the North, allied to 
deft Branch of the La Fools of Eſſex. CSE 

on, let us ſuppoſe his Equipage Compleat, and his Grand 
Kern over ; his next Bufineſs is to confute Job's Aphoriſm, 
1s born to Labour. No, he is a Thing made meerly for 
tand Pleaſure; he fanſies God has aflign'd him no other 
loyment than to live at Random, without Law, without 


{convenient Poſt, he ſeems a Mute placed in view meer- 


* not to deſine his Calling, ſeeing he will not pretend 
Me weighty Affair calls upon him every Mornings viz. ho 


al ſaunter away the Day., This is a moot Point an 


} 


Regni Negotia, they play at pro and con with ſuch Heat and 


is ; yes, of a Family more Ancient than the Norman or 


Maint, And altho' God has given every Part of the Crea- 


t Light and Parade. You muſt not therefore wonder, 1 


requires 
Wing and Application, and, indeed, he dwells upon the 
"WS -: Subject 


—- 
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Subject till a conſiderable Part of the Day is paſt, before] 
can take a final Reſolution how to paſs it. Nay, with 
Pains he might have employ'd the whole Day well, tha 
the very Deliberation of 1} 12 ill. 
For pray imagine not the Practice of any Chriſtian Ver 
falls under a Debate, where he ſhall hear Prayers, or when 
Sermon. Alas! Thoſe Duties lie below the Sphere ofa! 
tleman, who pretends to the Garb and Freedom of the Toy 
he might have diſcharg'd them in his Country Pariſh with 
the Expence of a flaunting Equipage, or the Fatigue of: 
dious Journey. And you may take this for a Principle, f 
Devotion never coached a young Man to Town, nor gareh 
a Surfeit of the Country. Liberty, Pleaſure, and downri 
Debauchery allure him thither; theſe command him, 260 
did Abrabam, to forſake Houſe and Relations to turn Tem 
though he was Lord and Proprietor in the Country, 
The Morning is divided between the Pillow and the 
let, and this is the moſt Important as well as the moſtln 
cent Employment of the Day. The Folly is much gr. 
than the Sin: For what can be more fooliſh than for a 
to eſpouſe the Weakneſs of a Woman? To take pains te 
- Jaught at? To drain his Pocket to make himſelf cheap 
ridiculous ? However, you may with more eaſe harangt 
Peacock out of his Brains, than a Town Spark out 0 
Gaudry : He will appear in Print, and convince the We 
that Finery and Folly are near allied. | 
And now his Friends crowd in to give him the bonjur; ti 
are a kind of partie bleiu, that marode upon New Comers, 
Commiſſion from Indigence and Neceſſity. They have 
ed away their Conſcience, met and diced away their E 
and now graze upon the Common. Their Honeſty runs 
er than their Pockets, and their Confidence over-{hoots 
pudence. Their Crimes are as Publick as their Dehts, 
their Religion keeps pace with their Morals ;- they {cot 
fling even a Varniſh over the fouleſt Diſorders, and will 
o to the Expence of civil Hypocriſie. In fine, the) 
Blemiſh to their Family, a Nufance to the Town, anda 
dal to Converſation. 
Theſe Sparks, like the Steward in the Goſpel, cam 
and will not Beg, and altho' Adam was condemned to live 9) 
Sweat of his Brows, they reſolve to make a Figure by th 
their Conſcience, At the Firſt Sight of a raw Gentle 
they fly at him like a Vulture at the Quarry, and for the 
end alſo, to prey firſt upon his Vertue, than upon bi 
ney ; how many Nets do they lay to enſhare the young 94 
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nd knave themſelves ? They ply him with Viſits, ſtudy his 
emper, and ſtrike in with his Inclination. They ſwear his 
it is without Parallel; his Behaviour above Imitation; that 
ne ſcay quoy runs through every Motion, which charms and 
toniſhes. In fine, that he is the very top of his Species. The 
jor Gentleman, unpracticed in the Diale& of the Town; 
les theſe Compliments for content; he ſuppoſes himſelf in 
aterford, where the Tongue and the Heart go together, where 
hought and Words look the ſame way. Now this City- in- 
iſe ſends out a moſt grateful Flavour, but it is too ſtrong 
2 Country Brain. It turns his Head, and ſmoaks him out 
Senſe and Reaſon ; he fanſies himſelf a Cubit higher; he 
ks in the Clouds, and values himſelf not by the Pound, but 
e Diamonds) by the Cara. | 
Ina Word, he flings himſelf into their Arms, and gives him- 
fup to their Direction. And then you may be ſure he 
ts with the Fate of the Sheep in the Fable, who diſmiſs 
Dogs to graze under the Protection of the Wolves; fora 
bertine is a Devil once removed, or at leaſt his Deputy 3 
he is ten times more miſchievous by Proxy, than in Per- 
People of themſelves are prone enough to Lazineſs, 
dneſs and Extravagance, but theſe add Braſs to Nature; 
| provoke Paſſion by Precept, and whet Appetite by the 
ums of Glory and Reputation ; they ſchool him out of 
the Revelations in the Ef I, and debauch him in Princi- 
and Practice; for Scepticks have faint Notions of God, and 
[quently none of Conſcience ; they have no Reliſh of Ver- 
and lie under no Moral Reſtraints from Hope or Fear: 
that they have nothing to do, but to indulge their Inclina- 
s, to gratifie Senſe, to fill their Pockets with one Hand; 
Ito empty them with the other. Now, to take in a Gen- 
tan's Money, you muſt firſt beat down all Principles of 
tality, you Ay draw a Scheme of Gentility by the Rules 
Heure; and if-you can perſwade him he is only free of 
Town, when he has diſcharged Conſcience and ſent back 
gion into the Country, you may rok him out of his Eftate 
athe ſame Facility you have raked him into Debauchery. 
or this Reaſon they take care to inform him of all the 
delliſnments of a Town-Gentleman, without any mention 
he Duties of a Chriſtian. They tell him that Wit is the 
warter in a Gentleman's Eſcutcheon, and that he muſt 
ur for a Place among the Virtuoſoes, but that Profaneneſs 
e ſhorteſt Cut to this Preferment, and the beſt Standard 
nſe and Breeding; (id eft) his Wit muſt be as wretched as 
Manners, When he is * for a Reaſon, he muſt * 
e 2 gut 
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out a Jeſt ; that fits well enough on a Pedant, this on a Gent 
man, provided it be = with Impudence and pointed wit 
Boldneſs ; that he muſt beware of that Vulgar Errour Re 
gion, becauſe it cramps Freedom, palls the Spirits, and co 
up Liberty in a ſtrait Compaſs ; that he muſt be ſure to 
out of the Reach of Scruples, and above the Follies of | 
morſe. Now, ſuch Principles, driven on by Example, ei 
lead him into Exceſſes; and theſe help on the Belief oft 
Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Priority the one {er 
for a Vehicle to the other, 

Indeed, at the Beginning, Debauchery lies hard upon 
Stomach ; he pukes and is Crop-fick ; but Practice and Wi 
carry off the Diſtemper, and then the Soul becomes 
hardened ; he is fo far from bluſhing at his Diſorders, f 
he thinks Ambition a Reputation for Debauchery; he cha 
himſelf with falſe Impieties, and uſurps Wickedneſſes l 
only guilty of by his boaſting. 

And now being fleſht in Sin, he bounds from one Diſer 
to another, and turns not only a Day, but the Whole ! 
into a mad fort of Baccbanalia.. Other Trades have { 


Weeks of a Vacation, but his go on the very Sundays; and t 
nerally his Profaneneſs riſes with the Holineſs of the Wn | 
His firſt Jaunt is to a Treating-Houſe ; where he tee. 
upon all the Rules of Temperance and Sobriety ; he of Con 
charges his Stomach with Ragouſts, and his Head with With 
Appetite runs away with Reaſon, Senſuality with Shame, fit in 
he fanſies he only drinks like a Man, when he finks into ma 
Beaſt. Men ſhould eat and drink to live, but he inverts d Ill 
Primitive Inſtitution, and ſeems only to live for the SatifWnbrc 
tion of his Palate : He would never die, yet plunges WWilipr 
Exceſſes, as if Life were a burthen, for he is never wellwou: 


he falls fick of a Surfeit, and almoſt out of his Wits, til 
has drowned them in Claret. VEE 

From the Table he removes to play, and leaves the 
to handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk aw 
Reaſon, he enerally flings his Money after it, for he ci 
juſtifie himſelf ro the Faſhion, nor kee up to the Chara 
unleſs his Purſe be as light as his Hea ; and he is hav! 


by a Brigade of Sharpers, who ply at his Pocket, and , wh 
no more Sana to his Guineas, than to their own Conſci hoid! 
They cruiſe upon Gentlemen like Parties in len: 


Paſſengers. Poverty and Luxury ſeal their Comm! 
and what they ſeize by one Crime, they throw away bf 
ther. One would take them for Creſus's by theit £xP* 
and for Cut-purſes by their filching. „ 
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At firſt they ſuffer him to win to invite him to loſe, and 


nt 


good luck decoy him into bad; but then the Wind chops 
(el 


to another Corner ; Fortune ſubmits to Cogging, and the 
Jeceit over-reaches Play. A Thouſand Curſes fly after Good- 
ck, but are unable to recal it, ſo that at once he is bank- 
upted of Patience, Money and Grace; however, he will not 
tdown with his Loſs, he ſuppoſes Fortune continues never 
: in the ſame humour; that if ſhe frowns to Day, ſhe muſt 
ile to Morrow: Away then he goes to a Second Rendez- 
dus, but alas, the Deſire of retrieving his Loſſes, only ſerves 
enhaunce them : He ſeldom diſcovers the Deceit, till no- 
ling is left to be cheated of; nor even ſuſpects Over-reach- 
g, till Caution comes too late. 5 
by this Time he has diced himſelf Sober, and the Fumes of 
hagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. Nothing but a Co- 
edy can diſpel the Glooms that riſe from an empty Pocket. 
way then he drives to the Theatre ; and here Vice attacks 
im by the Eyes and the Ears too; he ſees almeſt the very 
cret Myſteries of the Stews, and hears all the Blaſphemics 
the Damned; here Lewdneſs is ſpoken, n6t in double enten- 
„ but plain East ; there are Paraphraſe and Comment 
on the Next, and Folly is ſhown without Caution or Re- 


e. 
Comedy they ſay was deſign'd by Pagan Athens to inſtruct 
duth, and to teach the Baſeneſs of Vice by its Puniſhment : 
tin Chriſtian Dublin, it tends directly to debauch People 


dl rewarded ; Vertue appears in Sackcloath, and Vice in 
mbroidery ; Rakes go off with Succeſs, and ſober Men with 
appointment; the Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame 
wourite, and his Fortune always riſes with his Lewdneſs. 
ty, thoſe of the beſt Quality in the Play, are always the 
orſt Chriſtians ; they glitter in Equipage, and are dignified 
th Eſcutcheon, and often with Patent to.enable Vice: To 
awade People that the Blemiſhes of Humane Nature make 
pits Perfection, and that Gentlemen and Reprobates are 
ade of the ſame Metal. Now, who can be good under ſuch 
ong Provocations to Evil? Who will pretend to Regulari- 
when they muſt bluſh for their Reſolution ? and cannot 
od Reproach unleſs they deſerve it. Believe me, Neander, 

an a Gentleman is pincht with this dangerous Dilemma 
muſt either ſorfeit my Character or my Innocence; it's odds, he will 
iter drop this than put that to a venture, for it goes hard 
en one muſt turn Lewd as it were in his own Defence; and 
expect no Quarter, unleſs he hangs out the Colours of Li- 
E e 3 bertini ſea 


manner of ways: For this Reaſon, Good Men are laſnt, 
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bertiniſm and Irreligion, and boaſts of thoſe Crimes he is only 
guilty of in Appearance. | 
Now, though ſuch hideous Flights of Profaneneſs, ud 
Heights of Obſcenity, and Strains of Irreligion ſhould be 4] 
Pennance and Mortification to Chriſtians, yet they are nd 
only permitted, but 8 by the Nobility of Both Sexe 
and the Standard of their Approbation is often the Undece 
cy of the Poem: Nothing is ſuppoſed ſoft, unleſs it berg 
ten, and all thoſe Pieces are damned by the Spectators, th 
damn not the Audience. When the moſt flaming Impieti 
are thus received with Tranſport on the Stage, are they ng 
Stampt as it were with Publick Authority? and when thi 
worſt Actions are moſt eſteemed, who will boggle at the In 
tice that brings both Credit and Pleaſure ? It's certain, th 
Charms of the Theatre are no leſs transforming than thol 
of Cerces, it enchants Men out of their Species, they leave the 
Reaſon behind them, and carry Brutality to their Lodging 
it deſtroys all Principles of Religion and Morality ; itcounte 
nances Atheiſm, and places the Glory of Gentlemen, in th 
Infamy of Human Nature; it ſulljes the Imagination, boil 
up the Humours, and fires the Paſſions ; . when it ha 
thus ſtarted the Game, Fleſh and Blood pampered by lig 
Feeding, and ſupplied with Money, will tollow the Chace 
and you may take it for granted, that Dublin is better, (l mea 
worſe) ſtockt with Thais's than Eucretias. Youth and Coil 
make proſtitute Women as well as debauch'd Meg, and th 
Play-Houſe ſerves not only for a School to Proſtitution, bu 
for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews ; nay, and ſometimes ti 
Bedlam. "#4 , | 
Now, when a Young Gentleman is drencht in Brutality 
when Criminal Amours take the Aſcendant, he is undone t 
all Intent and Purpoſe ; for when Love flies high, Reaſon ru 
low ; and whoſoever has made over his Heart to a Miſs, iti 
dom keeps his Wits ; he lies open to all the Aſſaults of Aft 
fice and Avarice, and his Soul becomes as Beſtial as his Piel 
ſures, he can think of nothing that is Generous or Man) 
So that in Conclufion, he has no more of the Man, than e 
the Chriſtian. 5 ; 
To comprehend all in a little; a Town-Spark is 2 kind 
Corinthian Braſs ; this is a Mixture of all Metals, and he 
Compound of all Diſorders ; he is a little Antichriſt, 1 
peccati, a Man of Sin 5 and this, like the Devil in the Gol) 
is call'd Legion ; he plies between the Tavern and the Play 
Houle, and then turns off to the Groom-Porters or the Seu. 


in one Place he drops his Wits, in the other his Money i 
ae dr | | ; 
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ery where his Innocence. So that the Devil lodges moſtly 


mn, and all the Inclinations of Beaſts ; his Study is to luſh 
e moſt agreeable Objects of Senſe, and his whole Satisfacti- 


to enjoy em; he ſtands not upon the Niceties of Decen- 


nor formalizes upon the Notions of Good and Evil. Plea- 
e is the Rule, as well as the End of his Actions; and al- 
0 he be unable to ſatisſie one Paſſion, he endeavours to glut 
m all. When he can deviſe no New Crime, he entertains 


s his very Memory, as well as his Will, and commits Ima- 
ary Sins, which, unrepented, will be revenged with real 
mrments, | | — 

| confeſs (ſaid Neander) if the Original holds up to this 


py, a Town-Spark has more of the Monſter, than of the 
in; and I would no more come within the Air of the City, 
n of a Peſt-Houſe, But certainly you over-flouriſh upon 


ill Subject, and paint 'em in more diſadvantageous Co- 
rs than Nature made 'em, ſuch Creatures are found in Fan- 
only, not in Life; and, I believe, Satyr has drawn ſome 
k Stroaks upon Practice. Without doubt Young Gentle- 


n are not all Saints; nor are they all Fiends; ſome may 


better, and others worſe. | 

ndeed, Neander, (replied Eufebius) I have drawn the Young 
n of the Town in worſe Colours than Nature made em, 
not ſo bad as they have made themſelves. Caſt a tranſient 
ance on thoſe of your Acquaintance, and you'll confeſs our 


e ſwarms with Borborites as well as the preceding, who rowl 


Aire (like Swine) of the moſt hideous Senſualities ; hav- 
ſhaken off the Yoke of Obedience to Parents, they break 
wuph the Commandments of God. Scorn all Guides but 
merity ; all Law, but the Liberty to follow every Im- 
e of Paſſion ; all Labour, but that of the Devil, to plunge. 
mſelves into Eternal Flames, and others with 'em, that 
y may find Companions in Puniſhment, as well as in Plea- 


e. 
but pray, what is this to the Town, (anſwer'd Neander?) 
light of Provocation to Evil, Men may live with Regula- 
in the very Liberties of the City; it therefore they de- 
ite from their Duty, leave the Fault at their own Door, 
charge not the Town with their Extravagances. I grant, 
MPptations are frequent, and often violent: but then theſe 
Uh Vertue, as Fire purifies Gold, Vertue, till it be brought 
the Touch-ſtone, has often more Luſtre than Solidity, and 
its Value hangs on the Surface. But when it ſtands its 
| Ee 4 Ground 


his Pocket, and always in his Soul. He has the Shape of a 


Thoughts on the Ideas of Paſt Diverfions, and ſo debau- 


*.. 


* 
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Ground in ſpite of Provocation, and bears up againſ} the I 
rent of Fleſh and Blood, it then appears Iike the Sun in 


Meridian, in Pomp and Glory. 


Without doubt, (ſaid Euſebius) Dublin: Air has no Influe 
on Man's Free-will ; it lays under no Reſtraint, no fatal 
ceſſity. Man is Maſter of his Choice, in one Place as wel 
in another; but what avails a Power to live well, with a 
to live ill? A Man muſt lie under the irrevocable Sentence 
Damnation to fin meerly for Sin's ſake. Such'a Strain of 
lice is above the Reach of the moſt daring Debauchee : I: 
reſt, Ambition, and Criminal Pleaſures, are the Great Ina 
tives to Vice, theſe rouze Appetite, enliven the Paſſions, a 
then ſubdue the Will. Now, where do theſe 'Temptati 
take up their Lodgings, but in the Town ? Here are pl 
off with all the Charms of State and Grandure ; and the 
beſides, they perſecute Youth, not with Frowns but Smil 
and kill with Kindneſs. . | 

But you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Vertue, and di 
guiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. Great: 
Good! way don't you take a Turn in a Peſt-houſe, to tryt 

Strength of your Conſtitution, or in an Hoſpital to ait yc 
Lungs ? By all means; Young men ſhould ſtep into a bt 
thel to refine their Chaſtity, and into a Tavern to pra 
Temperance and Sobriety. Dear Sir, the way to ſecure Vi 
tue, is not to expoſe it; come not within Sight of Tempta 
on : It'sa ſhort Paſſage from being provoked to Evil, 4 
doing it: Fear is a better Guardian of Piety than Confident 
and more Men have forfeited it by Temerity than Caution. 

But certainly (ſaid Neander) Dublin is not compoſed of 
verns, Brothels, and Theatres, Gentlemen may vifit more 5 
gue Places, and fling away their Time on Direrſions b 

angerous and more Innocent. 

Yes (reply'd Euſebius) they may viſit Twenty Eight Ch 
es, and I aſſure you this Jaunt would take much Time! 
their Hands; but alas! their Buſineſs lies not within 9 
of a Chapel; they may alſo cry about the Streets Save 

and Charcoal, or tug at an Oar between Eſex- Bridge and r ; 

End. Or, in fine, they may ſteer by the Compals 0 
—— D- who drove every Day in a Stately Eqa be 
to all the Toy- Shops between the College and the Tf 
he viewed every Thing, but bought Nothing. The 2 
man would not do worſe, but could not frame any ** i 

better ; without doubt he play'd the Fool, but not the * 
he toyed away his Time, yet kept his Money with bs 1 
eynce; his Soul was little, though his Birth was great, 1 


* 
8 
4 
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clinations childiſh at Threeſcore. However it's better to 


| 


lle, than to debauch away Time; and to be a Coxcomb, than 


Rejrobate, But ſuch an Humoriſt is a Phenix, the Birth and 
onder of an Age; a Pair ſeldom meets in a Kingdom, and 
wer in one City. 

You take Things by the wrong Handle (ſaid Neander) and 
preſent them at a Diſadyantage : If the Sun, uninfluenced 
laferiour Bodies, has ſome Spots, what wonder a Town- 
be waited on by ſome Inconveniences? I grant many Di- 
lions are not Innocent, yet all are not Criminal, For Ex- 
pple, What harm in taking the freſh Air in Phœnix. Park? and 
n in driving to a Conſort of Muſick ? Theſe Entertain- 
ents are genteel, they unbend the Mind, refreſh the Body, 
atifie the Senſes, and have no Deſign upon Vertue. 

| believe (anſwer*d Euſebius) the Air of Phœnix- Park is more 
zoleſome than that of Skinner-Row ;z and that a Mouthful now 
d then, may be as good for the Stomach as a Vomit ; but 
en I am perſwaded a Doſe of Country-Air would clear the 
ngs, and carry off the Smoak from the Thorax, with leſs 


xpence and Danger. But do you think, Neander, the Beaux 
| Belles ha ve no other Buſineſs there, than to take in a Car- 


of freſh Air? alas! This is only the Pretence, their De- 

is worſe Complexioned'; theſe appear in the Height of 
mp and Equipage ; and Care is taken to ſet off their Charms 
th all the . of Fan and Artifice ; they ſmother the 
fects of Nature pnder a Varniſh of Silk, and plain the Fur- 
ws (Time has ſunk in their Faces) with Pomatums ; the 


8 is a kind of Naab's Ark; they are, Seven unclean Creatu- 


ſor Two clean. Ladies af Honour ride Pall-Mall with thoſe 
Pleaſure ; and you will ſcarce diſtinguiſh them but by their 


Pipage ; for you muſt know a Miſs out-glitters my Lady; 


e runs away with the Wife's Jewels, as well as with t 
uwband's Heart, and commands his Purſe with no leſs Em- 
te than his Perſon. 5 | 

Now pray, Neander, tell me, Is here no Danger for a Young 
an, who is haunted by Paſſion, and leaves Thinking at home? 
i not Love fly from one Coach into another? and may not 


intrigue begun in Publick be improved in Private to Pro- 
tution ? In a Conflux of Both Sexes, mage mak upon ill 


ſeligns; and when ſome are diſpoſed to ſell Pleaſure, and o- 


rs to purchaſe it, they ſeldom diſagree upon the Price; in 

word, | do not ſay a Turn in the Park is Criminal; yet of. 

times it's unſafe. | | 8 

Though I rank not the Love of Muſick among the Signs of 

deſtination, yet l am no Enemy to the Science, I am not 
| 3 even 


0 
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even for baniſhing it the Churches. Methinks, an Om 
well touch'd gives a Majeſty to the Duties of Religion, x 
rouzes up the moſt drowzy Spirit to Devotion. I am noth 
turning Inftrumental Mufick- out of Civil Converſation ; 
do I think with Plato, that the Violin or Harp have ſuch 
Influence on the Government, that one String more wa 
Untune the Common-wealth. I believe the Ephori of Las 
mon had little Buſineſs on their Hands, when they ſtinted th 
Lute-ftrings, and that the Senate deſerved rather to be laugh! 
at for _ Fiddle, than Timotbeus to be blam'd for 
ceeding the Publick Allowance. 

However, it's certain, Airy Mufick raiſes ſportive Humour 
and tunes the Spirits to Diverfion ; it awakes Paſſion, war 
the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens it to Pleaſure, [ndex 
it's not directly Vicious; yet how far it may contribute 
Vice, thoſe who haunt thoſe Places are the moſt compet 

udges; but the Vocal Mufick is lewd to Scandal, ow 
igious to Exceſs; here you have Lewdneſs in Folio, crowd: 
in a Couplet, and an Hiad of Miſchief in a Nut-ſbell, | 

The Subject is always Profane or Amorous ; and Botht 
the Height of the Poet's Fancy : It's better'd in Rhime: 
Metre to help the — of the. Audience; it's garniſh 
with Wit to make a deep Impreſſion on the Intelle& ; ſo th 
here is Arſenick thrown into Ratsbane, Poiſon upon Poilon 
and befides an Airy Tune and a Fine Voice ſerve for a V 
hicle ; they gild the Doſe, take off the Unpalatablenels 
the Potion, and infuſe Pleaſfire and Tranſport ; when Lewe 
neſs is work'd up with Verſe and Mufick, the Miſchiefriſe 
theſe drive it ftronger upon Fancy and Practice: | 

But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſon thric 
boiled, mortal and ſudden : It attacks not Vertue by Sieg 
and Approaches, but like Gun-powder blows it up in 2% 
ment; it's downright Provocation ; for tho? ſhe ſeems 
vent the Poet's Thoughts, ſhe warbles out her own, and d 
vers her Amours under the fabulous Names of Cloris and Hun 
A Woman that courts in Mufick, ſollicits in good Earn? 
and is either ſome Spark's Conqueſt already, or intend! 
make one. It's odds, that fhe who fings ill things wille 
worſe ; now, when the Inclination is engaged by a Fine Void 
and melting Notes ; when the Words recommend the Pu 
neſs of Lewdneſs, and the Sex pleads for it, whether Pat 
be not like to get the better of Duty, I leave (Near) ' 
your Conſideration. 4 ES 

But certainly, Sir, (reply > Neander). Vice is not in ſo 1 
- riſhing, nor Vertue in ſo finking a Condition as 1 


* 
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fade me; who would not think by your Diſcourſe, that 
entiouſneſs and Impiety had called in the City Charter, 
by a Quo Warranto, diveſted the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Government, to invade it themſelves? You draw a Pic- 
of Dublin in as black Colours, as the Scripture paints So- 
and Gomorrah, and repreſent the Inhabitants, Sinners before 
Lord, from the hig beſt to the 1. A but for all that a Gentle - 
may find Sober and Civil Company; and I am acquaint- 
ith Perſons of Character, who make a Conſcience of do- 
bad thing. | | | 
met once (ſaid Euſebiui] a poor Fellow poring on a Book; 
Tom, (ſaid I) what Book haſt thou there? the Bible, Ma- 
 (reply'd Tom.) The Bible, ſaid 1! it's a Good Book, 
re is (no doubt) Sober and Civil Company in Town, here 
there, if a Body could hut find it; but Bad ſo prodigiouſly o- 
tops it both in Number and Quality, that there is no 
ling at it; like Gold in the Mine, it muſt be found by 
at and Labour; and then too, you muſt remove a Tun of 
for one Qunce of Oar. | 
believe alſo with Tom. that here and there a Body may find 
ſcience ; but then you muſt be at the. Charge of an Hue 
Cry, or ſend the Conſtable with a Warrant _ the Ex- 
tion 5 for Conſcience of late, like Debtours, ſculks in the 
b or walks the Streets incognito ; and then when you have 
ted it in His Majeſty's Name, a Man knows not what to 
e of it; it ſtands at Trifles, and breaks through Enormi- 
; trains at a Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. T. H. 
check at a Companion for figging an harmleſs Air upon 
Lord's-Day : He, fye ! I will not ſuffer (ſaid he) the Sabbath 
thus profaned in my Preſence, Yet the next Sunday this 
| Conſcience invited the Sabbath-breaker to a Brothel. 
Gentleman had a Conſcience (no doubt) but ſomething 
order: One would have taken him for an African Negro, 
places Beauty in Blackneſs, and Deformity in a clear 
tplexion. A gay Humour in his Opinion, was a Capital 
de, and Fornication an Innocent Diverſion. The Town 
Liberties ſwarm with this Breed of Conſciences ; they 
bought at eaſie Rates ; nay, are become both a Drug and 
uſance to Commerce and Society. 
ure, indeed, drawn Dublin in black Colours; but, me- 
ts, the Copy nicks the Original ; and if it reſembles Se- 
Vho can help it; the Fault lies in the Likeneſs of their 
#, not in the Painter. Indeed, I fear, a Portapolis and a 
in Beau are of the ſame Alloy; True to Fleſh and Blood, 
iſe to Sobriety and Goodneſs, And then for the Ne ö 
1 they 
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they are caſt in the ſame Mold. Vanity, Balls and Dreſii te 
run away with the Paleſtine Ladies Thoughts, and do noti oft : 
monopolize our Dublin Ladies Time? In fine, the Forg nuc 
Vices of Both Sexes thrive in our Climate; and if Ha gra 
_ Tet us a Pattern, Dublin out. does the Original. You will Ms 
me, Dublin is a Reformed City, how then dare I compar of 
Exceſſes of a Chtiſtian People, with the hideous Diſordem xs 
Pagans ? Is not this to ſet Idolatry above the Worſhip of Mou 
True God, and the Slaves of Belzebub above the Childreli:ty 
13 Chriſt ? By no Means ; our Belief is Excellent, bu: es 
anners ſtark Nought ; and this is the Riddle, that th. 
ſhould profeſs Chriſt, and diſown his Maxims ; reverencę Agrar 
Perſon, and deſpiſe his Commands: This is in ſome mei e u 
a Forty-Two Diſtinction, when Men honoured and fo gut 
for the King againſt the Tyranny of Charles Steward, and brunt: 
the Fundamental Laws of the Nation, to maintain them. Wk he 
Our Nation is a Babel of Religions, and the City a Pn £ 
We have trick'd up Chriſtianity in all Dreſſes, and mod Co 
it to the Fanſie of French and Eugliſp Fanaticiſm. One woWope 
think we were upon the Diſcovery of New Paſſages into kt 4 
ven, as well as into the South and Tartarean Seas; or that e cur. 
Man reſolved to leave the High road, to ſteal in at a Bey 
Now, when Forty Religions ſnug under the Proteco cke 
the Law, few are really believed; for where Revelation : 
queſtioned, Practice will of Courſe be brought to the nk 
and then, it's odds, thoſe Principles that favour Nature, ſt us 
et the Advantage over thoſe Hat reftrain it. Tho then þ 
Pre Dublin be a Reformed City, a Latitude of Faith drawn : 
ter it a greater of Principles; and when theſe are Rotten, Pence 
ſhall our Behaviour be ſound 2? id 
Well (ſaid Neander) but ſuppoſe our Privy Council thn 

fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, Young Gentlemen TvWiate 
Miles from the Town, will they remove out of the Reagan, 
Vice, and ſtand clear of thoſe Diſorders that wait on 2 Cd # 
Life? I fanfie Vice is a Weed that over-runs Villages 25 met 
as Towns; and a Man, who reſolves to regale Appetite, end 
feaſt it in the County of Kerry; nay, and at a cheaper Rate tt 
Now, a low-ſeaſon'd Pleaſure that coſts but a Crown, rel Wh 
better, and raiſes a more agreeable Senſation on the Ou 
than a high-ſpiced Satisfaction that coſt Twenty; and te 
for God's ſake, what Bufineſs have unſettled Gentlemen bere 
their Hands in their Fathers Houſes ? Do they not wx @ 
way their Lives in Kennels and Stables; and run tbemſe ne 
down in the Chace of Hares and Foxes? So that living amo 
Peaſants and Beaſts, they put on the Behaviour of thoſe, , bir 
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the Brutality of theſe ; and thus become half Man, half 
aft : For, in a word, a Country-Gentleman is a Compound 
much Pride; and little Merit, a Sultan in a ſmall Pariſh, 
grant in buſto, and a Clown at length; he eats much, but 
inks more, March-Beer is his Nectar, and Powder'd- Beef his 
roſum 5 and when he has lain ſome Neighbours on their 
ks at the Barrels-head, he ſhines in the top of his Glory. 
lou miſtake me, Neander (replied Euſebius) Lazineſs and 
nty live in Hamlets, as well as Cities, and Vice always 
kes a Part of their Retinue; there is no Sanctuary on this 
e the Moon againſt Diſorders ; no Sin is a Prerogative on- 
granted to Heaven; and tho' Grace and Caution may pre- 
je us from Guilt, they don't from Danger. 

But however this Plague rages more in Town than in the 
untry, and carries off more there in one+Pariſh in a Week, 
in here in a whole Country in a Twelve-Month. Tempta- 
ns ſolicit, but bad Company ſpurs on to Wickedneſs. If in 
Country Debauchery be ſometimes praCticed, in Towns 
openly profeſs'd ; here are Schools and Academies of this 
t Art, tho' not by Licence, yet at leaſt by Connivance. 
curefſes receive Stipends, and Gentlemen give Procuration- 
ney as well for their Pleaſures, as their Play: In ſhort, 
ckedneſs is brought to Method, Principle and Demonſtra- 
; and, I fanſie, we ſhall take up again our Anceſtours 
c ink-breeches, before we lay down this deteſtable Science. 
t us ſuppoſe a Country-Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere 
on harmleſs Animals; is it not more pardonable to run 
un an Hare, than an Eſtate? To very a Fox, than Con- 
tence? Take Things by the worſt handle, and you may ſay 
rides, hunts, ſhoots, and ſaunters away his Life: But a 


ate and Soul into the Bargain. The Diverfion of thoſe are 


theſe cannot worſe.. This being ſo, the Diſorders of the 
mer come not within view of thoſe of the latter: Thoſe 
end their Time like Keepers, theſe like Fiends, Thoſe fall be- 
ate e the Level of Gentlemen, and zbe/e of Chriſtians. 
What Remedy (ſays Neander?) More Caution and leſs Ill. 
Org Uure in Parents, (anſwer'd Euſebius.) Had they more Care 
their Children, theſe fee have more Senſe af their Duty. 
men dere would be leſs Idleneſs in the World, and conſequent y 


iVice, Let them apply betimes their yo nger Sons to 
me honeſt Calling, that they may beat out o Induſtry and 
bour an handſome Livelihood. This will employ their 


ſtoughts, and their Time, and keep Temptation at a Di- 
5 8 ſtance. 
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kan, of theſe Vicious and Criminal. Thoſe might live better, 


wn-Spark whores, blaſphemes, drinks, dices away Health, 
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ſtance. A Man that has honeſt Bufineſs on his Hands, ſeld 
harbours diſhoneſt Deſigus in his Heart: Beſides, it ſec 
his riper Years. Nobility alone (as the World goes) is 2 
der 1 Good Blood muſt have far). Coin to 
poor ſignificant, and make a Figure. A Gentleman that]; 
y his Wits muſt turn off Conſcience, and will take leam 
Religion. An Annuity of Fong Pounds per Annum ſinks qui 
ly to the Lees. An unlucky Throw of the Dice ſets itz4 
And then a Miſer's Stipend caſts him at leaſt Two Year if 
hind-hand. Poverty hangs heavy on all Men; it diſp 
Courage, tempts Vertue, and dares a Man to be Wicke ; 
caſts him into 1 Now, a Gentleman cannot poſſl 
fall into a worſe Diſeaſe. For it deadens all 'Thoughts 
Birth, Honour, and Vertue; and forces him either to tum! 
on the Road, or Sharper in Town ; and then he ends his l 
by the Sword, or the Halter. 
Parents muſt ſettle the Heir betimes : And it's more adi 
able to do it a Year too ſoon, than a Month too late. T 
Care of a Family will take up a great Part of his Time, 
of his Thoughts. And when they are tied to Buſineſs, th 
will ſcarce be at leiſure to A ae Criminal Pleaſures, Gu 
rally our Heart and our Concerns lodge in the ſame Apt 
ment, and when theſe lie at home, that ſeldom ſtirs abtoad. 
T. F. was a Young Gentleman of Great ExpeQation. | 
Eftate equall'd his Birth, and his Endowments both. Na 
had joyn'd a graceful Preſence to an extraordinary Wit. 
that it was hard to determine, whether he flood more oblig 
to Providence for the Symmetry of his Body, ar the Un 
ments of his Soul. He was paſt One and Twenty, and l 
all my Intereſt with his Father to ſettle him. I told him, 
all Probability, his Son would prove like the Prophet's Fi 
either very good or very bad, that his Complexion promiſed! 
thing ordinary. For he had Great Paſſions, tho' his Edut 
tion chain'd em: And if they got looſe, they would di 
him upon the Greateſt Extravagances. A Match of 190% 
was propos'd ; and nothing remain'd to conclude it, but 
Settlement of 2 . per Annum in preſent upon the You 
Gentleman his Son. But the very Word Settlement threw | 
Old Gentleman off the hinges, and ſcared him into all t 
Poſtures of Impatience ; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance are! 
dom ſeen, in Bedlam, Never Man in his Wits better topt! 
Frenzies of a nn He was one of thoſe who rave a 
Money, when they have leaſt uſe for it; and furniſh i 
Pockets «| gi Viaticums, when they are almoſt at „ 
Journey's End. I thought he was within an Ace of play 


| 
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e Deſperado, like Apicius the Roman, who ſtabbed himſelf 
th Thirty Thouſand Pounds in Caſh, out of an Apprehen- 
n of dying in Poverty, and thus not to die a Beggar, expir'd 
ea Madman. He was deaf to Advice, and Paſſion had 
ite maſter d Reaſon. ' He ftill ſuppoſed the ſame Pen that 
nd the Conveyance, would write his Execution; that Life 
I Money would go together.. 6 x 
The Young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and his Mo- 
5, took check, and over acted the very Extravagances of 
Father. He ſpurr'd to Dublin, and left a Thouſand Cur- 
behind him. Here he truck up with Sharpers, Scourers, and 
ang. And to compleat his Misfortune, made Acquain- 
ce with the Players. He bounded from bad to worſe, till 
finiſhed a Courſe of Debauchery, and undid himſelf to re- 
ge his Father's Unkindneſss | 
The Old Gentleman ſeem'd unconcern'd at his Son's Mis- 
haviour, and comforted himſelf with good Wives Proverbs, 
zmtoward Child (ſaid he) will make a brave Man; He will tale 
when he has ſow'd his wild Oats. But, alas, be took up only Mo- 
; Blaſphemies, Lewdneſs, and Irreligion : And all thoſe accurſt 
nciples that ſtupiſie Conſcience, and give Liberty to Ap- 
ite. I had the Fortune to meet with this unhappy Gen- 
an. Gloomineſs, methought, ſat on his Face, and Diſ- 
tent appear'd in _ Motion. I ſuppoſed Conſcience made 
ie Efforts to reſcue him, and that a kind Remonſtrance 
ght lecture him into his go But no; he was too far 
de for a Cure. Vice had got the Aſcendant, and twiſted it 
f with his Nature. He ſeem'd rather fond than aſhamed 
bis Exceſſes, and almoſt grown Proud of his Misbehaviour. 
e Cauſe of his Melancholy lay in his Pocket. He had Baſ-. 
Wd away his Money, and his goed Humour; and as his 
dts ſwell'd, his Credit ſunk, and the Apprehenfions of 
ffs and Catch-poles daſh'd all his Sweets with Gall and 
ſormwood. | CO ART. © rk eto 
I fine, fleſh'd in Debauchery, he was paſt Recovery: 80 
the run on in the Broad Way, till a Stab Ropt his Career, 
begin a longer Courſe of Torments. Now, had his Fa- 
er deen kinder, he might have lived a Fine Gentleman, 
died a Pious Chriſtian, But the Old Man's Avarice diſ- 
led him of all the Sentiments ofa Parent. To ſave a Pen- 
þ he expoſed his Son, and ſo ruin'd him Eternally, to gra- 


le 2 Caprice; — | 22 3 
Vell (faid Neander) this Cruelty of the Father ſhould ſtand 
on Record as a perpetual Caveat to Parents, and the unfor- 
date End of the Son ſhould ſcare Young Gentlemen from 
| | | an 
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an hair brain'd Paſſion, debauch'd Company, and a Town. 
It's a Bleſſing to reap Inſtruction from another's Misfortun 
but it's a ſevere Puniſhment to teach Poſterity by our g 
You have convinc'd me, dear Euſebius, of the Danger of 
Towr-life ; and I will not run into the Arms of Temptati 
We are not ſecure when we fly the Occaſion, much leſs wh 
we court em. 

I applaud your Reſolution (replied Euſebiui) Temptati 
will _ be too hard for good Counſel, and Incentirg 
Vice for Exhortation to Vertue. If you intend to fly Sin, 
tire from Danger. A Pious Reſolution is ſeldom Proof aut 
a ſtrong Invitation to Evil. Neander ſtay d ſome Months wi 
Euſebius; he had ſuch a Reſpe& for his Perſon, ſuch a Ve 
ration for his Vertue, that nothing was able to wean him ſu 


his Converſation, but a peremptory Command of his Fat 
to return home. 
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DIALOGUE IL 
. U 
How EvsEBIvus behaved himſelf in the Management of bit Eu Wi 


USE BIUS had been. train'd up in the Court and Cam] 
yet he eſpous'd the Vices of neither: He remembe 
the Covenant he had made in the Font of Baptiſm wi 
his S iour ; that there he renounced all Amity with 
orld, and promis'd to comply with all the Maxims of 
Goſpel. He endeavour'd therefore to keep up to the Heig 
of the Engagement, and poſtpon'd all Temporal Preteniiote im 
to thoſe of Eternity. A Senſe of his Duty to his King! 
Country, fix d him in both theſe Stations, not a View of! 
tereſt or Glory. And he has been often heard to ſay, % 
thoſe who are Slaves to Money, command Conſcience, and ſam ein, 
truckle to the vulgar Notions of Good and Evil, So that an inte 
fed Man throws off Honeſty, when he takes up the Delire 
Wealth; and is as far from being a Truſty Miniſter to! 
Prince, as a Faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Post! 
behaved himſelf with that Uprightneſs and Vigilance ” 
and Succeſs alſo ; ſo that all confeſs'd, his Merits an 
his Station; but he never courted any Recompence, 
the Satisfaction of having diſcharg'd bis Duty. His Amvt 
on was to deſerve Preferment, not by Placets to extort it q 
was he ever heard to murmur (when put by) that Favour ats, 


zopt Merit, or that Recommendations took place of long by app 
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c. At the Revolution he withdrew from Buſineſs, and 
uld never be perſwaded to ſtrike in with the New Govern- 
nt, 17001 . 

Having retreated from the Noiſe and Hurry of the Town, 


began to conſider the Inſtability of Humane Things, and 
cluded that Worldly Happineſs is precarious, and {tands 


t only upon a Precipice, but upon Ice too, altho' it's a dif- 
r 


t Point to prevail with a Great Man, and to depend on 
Grandeur, or to perſuade him his Station is ſlippery, or 


t the Babel he has rais'd will fink into Duſt, and bury him 
ler the Ruins. If Princes fall, (ſaid he) where ſhall Sub- 
find ſure Footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded with 
ards, what Security without them? If Friends turn trea- 
nous, Who dare we truſt ? If Relations betray us, where 
it we expect Fidelity? All this World can give, may be 


en away ; fo that the moſt wealthy, the moſt 1 3 


n upon Earth has this only Advantage above the Peaſant, 


t in a Moment he may tumble Lower, and canſequently be 
re Miſerable. For certainly he is leſs unhappy, whom For- 
never favour'd, than he ſhe has forſaken. Why then do 
npeople Provinces to glut our Ambition, and raze Cities 

d prove Palaces upon their Ruins? Why do we unbowel 
Earth to feaſt our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to 
haſe Cares and Diſcontent above it? For who has moſt 


boſe, has always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no 


nds to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treaſures to a 
etous one. When Alexander had even gotten all, he defired 
tething more. His Wiſhes ſwell'd with his Conqueſt, and 
Pride march'd farther than his Armies. His 'Treaſures 
teimmenſe, but his Prodigality was greater, and his Wants 
aſs'd Both. Money never makes a Man Rich; the more 
bas, the more he covets. - He is not Poor that has enough, 
the who poſſeſſes Millions, if he defires more. | 
being therefore, Inconſtancy, Cares, Diſſatisfaction, and either 
ptineſs or 2 Surfeit waits upon ſublunary Enjoyments, 
do we place our Happineſs fo low? And court Vexation 
pirit for our Supream Felicity? God has ſeated, our True 
Pyments above the Smoke of this Inferiour World, and 
of the Reach of Caſualties. In vain therefore we weary - 
ſelves in the Purſuit of real Satisfaction here, that is only 
found hereafter. 1 
bis Conſideration ſo wean'd Euſebius from the love of the 
nd, that he flung up all Pretenſions to Future Advance- 
its, and reſolv'd to lay out his Time upon the Purchaſe of- 
Ppy Eternity. He kept his Word, for immediately he 
l g withqdrew- 
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withdrew into the Country, and allied all the Qualities gf 
Gentleman, ſo handſomely with the Duties ot a Chriſtin 
that it was hard to judge whether his Behaviour was mg 
Genteel, or more en He was wont to ſay, Theſe 
under a Miſtake, who fanſie Vertue is an Enemy to good Breedin 
that a Man muſt turn off Civility to commence a Saint, and diba 
from the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpondence with God, Nh, x 
(continued he) Chriſtianity makes Men honeſt indeed, but not (hun 
it forbids Grimace, but not Sincerity; it puts a Mean betcbeen | 
piſhneſs and Ruſticity, and forbids to ſhow no Breeding by affifling 
ſhow too much, Vertue ſmooths the Brot as\avell as the Conſciance, 
knows to temper innocent Mirth with a ſeaſonable Reſerveduſl. 
that we may keep up to the Height of our Duty to God, without dn 
ping our Obligation to Neighbourhood and Society. | 
 Euſebius divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 1 
Innocent Diverfions ; or rather he devoted it intirely to Go 
becauſe he raiſed to a Supernatural End the moſt indiff d 
Actions, and never withdrew his Thoughts from his Cretod 
even in the Government of his Family, or Heat of his Rect 
ations. So ſoon as he was up, he retired into his Cloſet, u 
paſs'd an Hour either in Prayer, or the reading of Good Boo 
And he took ſuch a Pleaſure in them, that he' renounced 
unprofitable and profane Lectures, in which ſo many Perle 
employ their Time to avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no | 
Vain, and often more Dangerous. e 
He could not endure the ridiculous Affections of many bt 
tlemen, that are not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but almoſtin 
a Law ; who ſuppoſe che leaſt Infight into their Concerns 
feits their Patent, and throws 'em below the Level of Qua 
ty ; that it's a Mark of a Peaſantry to balance their Incom 
with their Expences ; or to take Notice whether their Re! 
naes will keep touch with their Prodigality. One would thi 
Gentlemen took Mr. Dryden's Satyr in Don Sebaſtian for a Fi 
gyrick, who allows em fall Pockets, and empty Heads ; grea 
ftates in Land, and none in Mit. & * 
Euſebius thought it no more below the Station of a Gent 


man, to take Care of an Eſtate," than to poſſeſs one. He N 
pected not the Fidelity of his Steward; yet he though! "BF Bi 
gainſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt him too far; for e hn ate, 


Men are ſeldom careful of others: Concerns, when they ! 
negligent in their own : That it's a dangerous Experiment 
pur even Honeſty it ſelf to the Trial. For alas it's odds, il 
a Servant will cheat without Scruple; when he can withe 
Diſcovery, He therefore every Week call'd his Steward, 
Account, viewed the Regiſters, ' and balanced his Rec 
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ith his Expences. And thus he kept within Compaſs, and 
ed handſomely * his on; not upon the Sweat of poor 
op-keepers and Labourers. For he look'd on the ta ing 
jon Credit, as a Blur to a Gentleman's Reputation. An 
uſed to ſay, To run deep in Merchants Books is an infallible Symp- 
8 of - nking Eſtate, or a loft Conſcience, For who will run up- 
Tick, that has Money in hand ? Or, who intends to pay 
Debts, that has Credit to contract em; and no Fund to 
it Scores? | | | 
He therefore modell'd his Family to his Eſtate, not to his 
ality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to his Title. For 
ther Patent nor Coronets are a Protection to Injuſtice. And 
tinly he is guilty of this Crime, who contracts Debts he 
ows himſelf unable to cancel: Indeed, it's a Gentleman's 
Rice, and ſo is the Breach of all God's Commands: Bat 
Quality can't ſanctiſie an ill Action, nor unhallow a 
d One. - : N 4 
Eyſcbizs could not endure to enter his Name in Merchants 
ks; he would therefore rather defer a Purchaſe, than take 
pon 'Truſt. He compared Debtours to the Man in the 
pel, poſſeſs' d by a Legion of Devils; when one goes out, 
hundred return to torment him. The Thought of a Bai- 
throws em into Fits; and the Sight of a Creditour, like 
Eye of a Baſiliſk, ſtrikes em dead with Apprehenfion : 
that they fear the Light, and like Owls and Bats range in 
kneſs and Obſcurity ; they confine themſelves out of fear 
being confined, and. commit themſelves cloſe Priſoners to 
I Lodginge, not to be mew'd up in a Dungeon. In a 
td, they lead the Lives of Criminals, fear every Man, are 
d by all, and pitied by none; and too often, in ſpite of 
tion, they are took up in a Goal, and there die unregard- 
Rats behind the Hangings. 
Une Day a Young —.— ave Euſebius a Viſit. He was 
of thoſe who place all their Concerns in this World, with- 
t Regard to the other. An extravagant Admirer of Life, 
yet ſeem'd to be tired of it. He lived ſo faſt, that he out - 
«da Year in one Day; and one would have thought his 
jy Bufineſs was to poſt to his Grave. He had an handſome 
ate, but too ſmall for his Prodigality ; it anſwer'd the Dig- 
of a Knight, but his Expences kept pace with thoſe of a 
e; ſo that in a few Years it run upon the Lees, and his 
dit ſunk with his Fortune. A Creditour found him out, 
wich Submiſſion demanded of his Worſhip the Payment 
| Debt ; but he had been ſo often haunted by ſuch Spirits, 
the had the knack of laying, as well as raifing them. Fae 
| 2 8 
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he was laviſhing of Promiſes, though ſparing in the Perf 
mance, and always gave great Hopes, but never Money, 
Well, ſays Euſebius (when he had diſmiſs'd the Man) may 
inquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs, I ſuppoſe he forgot h 
Dittance, and paſs'd the Bounds of Civility ; for you ſeen! 
a a Ferment, and diſmiſs'd. him with Warmth and Expoſt 
ation, 
. The Raſcal (anſwer'd the Spark) duns me for a Debt 
Ten Years ſtanding ; as if I enter'd his Books only Yefterd; 
Nay, (faid Euſebius with a Smile) that's inſufferable. Wh 
To bait a Gentleman for an Old Debt is unhandſome, x 
affronting too. For what was Paſſion given us, but to let lo 
upon ſo 8 Occafions ? Thoſe Rogues ſhould be my 
zled and bound up to their good Behaviour: Beſides 
Sum perchance is inconſiderable. 
A Trifle (reply'd the Gentleman) not above an Hundt 
Pounds, the Price of a Winter and Summer Suit. 
My Mind gave me (ſaid Euſebius) the Fellow waz! 
lor ; his Gate and, Impudence proclaim'd his Profeſſion, 
Varlet without Breeding, without Conſcience or good 
ture, thus to way-lay a Gentleman; to break in upon bis 
tirement, to ſhirk into an Audience; nay, and come upoi 
unwelcome an Errand, argues ſmall Reſpe& for Quality, 
leſs Behaviour. And then, where is the Raſcal's Conſcis 
to demand a Debt of Ten Years ſtanding ? A Taylor's Rif 
wears out with his Merchandize. And when a Gentlen 
throws off his Cloaths, he makes over the Obligation to f 
ment of his Valet de Chambre. A Taylor ſhould no moreth 
of aſking a Debt, than a Gentleman of paying it. But, « 
Sir, Raillery apart. Can Time preſcribe againſt Juſtice? N 
a Man forfeit his Right, becauſe you fling up your [nnocei 
Or is it a leſs Impudence to refuſe a jut Payment; thal 
ſollicit it? Believe me, Sir, he is not to blame who al 
Due, but he who compels him. And it's leſs becoming 
| live at Free Quarter upon Merchants and Tradeſmen, that 
demand Satisfaction for the Grievance. 
You remember, I preſume, that once upon 4 Time, 2“ 
of great Family, but ſmall Revenues, had a Months mit 
be fine. He was low in Caſh, but fluſh of Credit ; 1 
took up on Tick a gawdy Equipage. He lorded it 2 
his Neighbours ; and forgetting 152 Pedigree, pretend 
liance to the Bird of Paradiſe, But in the Height of hug 
ſperity his Creditours attack'd him; and being unable id 
turn either Money or Security, they ftrip'd him of 18 
very, and turn'd him into the Woods, in puris naturalbuu. 
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hen all thoſe Sycophants, that fawn'd upon his Fortune, 
ugh'd at his Folly, and turn'd Sir Fohn Daw, into plain Jack; 


pj, and threw him among the Rooks for his Puniſhment. 


here needs no Key to the Fable. The Application fits on 
e Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been at the charge of 
urning it into real Story, and ſo are fad Inſtznces both of the 
ird's Pride on the one fide, and Folly on the other; and 
jough they barter not their Quality, they are ſtrip'd of its 
upport ; and then they knock off Naked of Ornament, and 
dn yg of Regard. For Nobility without Caſh makes 
ta lean Fi ure; One Ounce of Gold weighs Forty Coats 
Arms. Tho? the Blood of an Heroe rowls in your Veins, 
Chink has forſaken your Pocket, you muſt ſheer off to 
wks for a Maintenance; for Regard riſes and falls by the Se- 
et Influence of Metal. | 
Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe if you KE. (reply'd the Gentle- 
an) on the Parable ; for, I confeſs, I am unable to ſee thro' 
; unleſs you intend by a ſly innuendo to condemn me to the 
ade of Purſe-taking on the King's High- way. Undet Favour, 
uid Euſebius) it's not my Province to ſet any Man his Taſk ; 
tI am a kind of Figzre-flinger, and pretend to tell Young 
ens Fortune, not indeed by the help of the Black-Arr, but 
their own Conduct. You take upon Truſt with both 
nds, and pay with neither; you wade up to the Chin in 
wylor's Books; you fink over Head and Ears in Vintners ; 
d away 500 J. ina Night, and fling into a Miſs's Lap 10007. 
antain one Family in the Country, another in the Town. 
bu receive 2000 I. per Annum, and burt Five. Now, where 
uſt this Prodigality end, but in Poverty, Contempt and De- 
ur? And when à Gentleman is waited on by Three ſuch 
tendants, he is equip'd for any Practice. Neceſſity is a 
d Counſellour, and Deſpair a worſe ; and I can afſure you, 
ey have ſet ſome Gentlemen upon Unwarrantable Enter- 
zes: For when they have no Fund to live on, they muſt 
e by their Wits, and then they are forc'd to caſt up their 
counts at the Rlack-Dog, and to pay their Reckoning at the 
blſel Corner. 1 | | | 
Young Gentlemen muſt live up to their Birth (ſaid the 
entleman.) | | n 
Trovided (anſwer'd Euſelius) their Purſe runs even with 
ar Quality, For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to Revenues, 
d Figure muſt ſhrink to Neceſſity. It's ill Husbandry to 
ter in Equipage like a Prince for a Twelve- month, and 
en to heck into 2 Corner with. a ſolitary Lacquey, down 
Heels, and out at Elbows to turn off #4 
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heir Folly, and pay for their Extravagance ? Let them _ 
ithin Doors, and carry on their Trade, I will not intermed- 
Ile in their Concerns. iin 15/48 

That is, Sir, (reply'd ry wa” if they will fit down with 
heir Loſs, you are ſatisfy'd; if they will take your Honour 
xr their Security, and croſs Scores for Promiſes, or be content 
th a Lacquey with a Cudgel for Pay-maſter, I eafily be- 
eve you. If all the Creditours in the Nation will vouchſafe 
burn their Regiſters, Spend-thrifts will he at the Expence 
the Execution, and applaud their Generoſity. And it they 
leaſe to give in good Security never to importune you with 
pleaſant Viſits, you will ſecure them of Non-payment. 


ief is, with ſome Peoplea Jeſt improves into an Argument, 
d Raillery grows up into Reaſon. But deceive not your 
If: Thoſe who put off Payment with Dilatory Pretences, 
t only bid their Creditours neglect their Trade and Family, 
t force them: For without Impgrtunity nothing is done. 
hey muſt beg for their Due, as hard as for an Alms; and 
nd more Time in Recovering their Money, than in Earning 
It's as eafie to dig the Oar out of the Mines of Potoſi, as 
importune a Debt out of the Pocket of a Fo. 290 
But if a poor Tradeſman by ſuch an Injuſtice chance to go 
wn in the World, to ſuffer a Seiſure of his Goods, or his 
ron, you muſt account for the Damages alſo. For you are 
e Cauſe of his Misfortune, and by Conſequence muſt anſwer 
it. | | | Fog 275 
To be plain, (ſaid N. N.) my Eſtate lies ſick of a Conſump- 
n; the Dice have prey'd upon its Vitals; and Riot has 
ought it ſo low, that I fear, it's now paſt Recovery. I can- 
It cancel paſt Scores without throwing my ſelf into a Neceſ- 


ow, either way expoſes my Reputation to the publick Ob- 
Juy, and my 1 2 rather to Raillery than Com paſſion. 
or Misfortune in our Age is a Jeſt of it ſelf, and a little Fool- 
g upon the Subject makes bad Circumſtances inſupportable. 
ben a Coat is thread - bare, how eaſie is it to pick an Hole? 
den a Man can ſcarce keep his Head above Water, a ſmall 
eight plunges him to the Bottom. Though he may ſtruggle 


unſt one Commitiimus, a Leaſh will certainly fink him in a 
ngeon ; and theſe Furies ſeldom appear Single. I confeſs, 
J Inclination leans not towards the King's-Bench or the Mar- 
ea. Iam for à Free Air, and hate to lie at the Mercy of 


urn- key. L 
Ff 4 | It's 


fanſie you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But the Miſ- 


y of drawing in my Retinue, or living upon Courteſie. 
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It's mare eafie (anſwer'd Euſebius) to commit, than to er 
cuſe an Injuſtice. Eſtate · diſeaſes like thoſe of the Body, mu 
be cured by a ſlender Diet. Riot and High Fare enforce d 
Fever, enflame the Blood, and breed ill Humours, And 
have known ſome Eſtates brought back from the laſt Agen 
to a perfect State of Health and Vigour, by a ſhort Pitta 
of Barley-broth. I perſwade you to make a Trial of the A 
enter into a Courſe of Phyſick. But then (as you hope fa 
Benefit) come not within the Smoke of the Town; the Re 
medy requires the freſh Air of the Campaign, Retiremen 
and Solitude. To ſpeak plain, retrench Ex „ Ciſmi 
Equipages, reform Attendants, reſerve one Fourth Part 
your Revenues for Subſiſtence, and Three for Creditour 
Five Hundred per Aunum well managed, will ga farther il 
Two Thouſand ill. And altho' the Sum anſwers not tt 
| Extravagances ofa Town-Debauchee, it will keep touch wit 
the Occaſion of a ſober Gentleman. For I can aſſure ya 
Birth is not ſo Expenſive as Prodigality ; Gravity of Behar 
our and Moderation ſet it off, and give it a finer Luftre thi 
all the coſtly rap ings of Pomp, Equipage and Riot. 
But People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, packu 
for the Country, and ſtint Expences? Suppoſe they do; not. 
ſtifle their Mirth, will you pawn an Eftate ? 2 th 
Fool to buy off their Fooling ? Will you rather ſtand thay? 
Scorn, than their Merriment ? And be deſpiſed in Poem arg 
than rally'd in a comfortable Fortune? Retrieve your Eſtargpur 1 
and Credit will riſe in Proportion; he never wants Regard 
who is ſtock d with Money; nor he Contempt, who 1s ut 
furniſh'd. | 
Sparing and Parfimony lead not to Newgate or the Lig 
Bexch ; but Prodigality, Gaming, Wine and Miſſes: Cred 
tours will bear more Years with Men, who take ſure Meal | 
to pay their Debts, than Days with thoſe who increv 
em. EH 11 . rn | 
- But, methinks, Conſcience and Duty ſhould take place 
all Temporal Views. A Chriſtian, that believes there ib 
Hell to puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſelf Miſerad 
beyond 9 upon a groundleſs Forfeiture of Rep 
tation. For on my Word, dear Sir, Credit in the next Wor 
is no Protection; when once Injuſtice has plunged you int 
Flames, the N of Alexander will not bail you: wh 
Now, * ſaid before) it's an heavy Injuſtice to pay Me He 
chants only with empty Promiſes, and yet mare heavy "2 * 
turn for Ware, Curſes and Imprecations. For to be free"! 


you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcharge their Debts with fuel 
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alterate Coin, enhance the Reckoning, and commence Thie- 
and Robbers. Indeed, they play not at ſmall Game upon 
e King's High-way, nor take a Purſe with 2 Piſtol in their 
land, and a damy ye deliver in their Mouths. They have more 
nncern for their Skin, than to embark in an Enterpriſe that 
ds to an Halter. But however, tho' they endanger not 
ir Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience ; and if they ſtand 
ar of the Infamy of Padding, they avoid not the Guilt. For 
refuſe Payment is no leſs an Injuſtice before God, than 80 
under on the High-way. e CUP? 
God-forbid, I ſhould refuſe Payment, (ſaid N. N.) But a- - 
„Lam in no Condition. My Debts run high, and my E- 
ate low 5 Taxes ſweep away one Part, my Family another ; 
d when preſent Expences exceed Receipts, how ſhall i 
ols out the paſt ? 15 e 
Under Favour (ſaid Eaſebius) you refuſe by your Conduct, 
ough not by your Words, and that is more fignificant, not 
; Criminal: You rattle in a Coach and Six; glitter in Em- 
idery 3 hectour in Taverns, and ſleep upon the Dice. You 
e up at Intereſt, and yet pay none. Is not this the ſtraight- 
yy to beggar your ſelf firſt, and then all you deal with? For 
not ſuch a Miſmanagement the High- road to Beggary ; and 
ſequently does it not lead you into an Impoſſibility of Pay- 
2 If you refuſe not Payment, apply due Means, leflen 
urges, and ſtint Prodigality to meer Neceflaries : This is 
ur Intereſt as well as Duty. And it no leſs concerns your 
tate, than your Soul. For in a Word, (I muſt repeat it) 
thout Reparation of Damages, there is no Salvation. Who 
fully leaves this World in Debt, muſt pay it in the other; 
d though he eludes the Proſecution of Creditours here, he 
innot avoid the Juſtice of the Almighty hereafter, . 
The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within an 
te of following it. He ſaw his Eſtate lay at Stake, together 
ith his Soul, and that he poſted on to Beggary and Damna- 
on. He confeſs'd Euſebius s Advice was the molt Secure, tho? 
e leſs Palatable 5 and good Husbandry might retrieve his 
rab king Fortune, and furniſh Supplies for Uſe and Payment. 
LepaiJut on a ſudden, forſooth he would turn Politician, and'play'd 
Jolie Fool out of a Principle of Wiſdom. The Matter calls 
ind he) for Deliberation and Thought; Repentance treads 
the Heels of quick Reſolutions; pray give me leave to pauſe. 
Metifore I leap from one Extream to the other. 
tor He took leave of Euſebiui and poſted to Town, and with 
wine ſame ſpeed to his Ruin. For here Prodigality began his 
ch 'tortune, and ill Counſel compleated it. He fubpœna'd a 


| juncto 


- 


442 The GENTLEMAN Insravecren. 


juncto of deſperate Debauchees to his Lodgings ; he open'd 
State of his Concerns, and the Advice of Euſebius. But he mig 
as well have flown for Sanctuary into a Den of Aſſaſſins, or 
cur'd his Purſe in the Hands of an Highway-man, or les 


the way to Paradiſe from the Devil himſelt, as expect v 


ſome Advice from thoſe who follow the worſt, and place 

tereſt before Conſcience. Theſe Harpies had given an help 

Hand to the Gentleman's Misfortune, and thruſt him bl! 

fo upon the Brink of the * They . by 
t 


Loſſes, lay to fill their own; 


, and drain'd his Purſe at ; 
that to counſel Parſimony, was to plead againſt themſel; 
and damn up the Channel that ſypplied their Debaucher 
with Nouriſhment. © S420 15 
- What wonder therefore their Advice was as contrary to 
ſebiug's, as their Deſigns ? Deſperate Remedies (ſay they) 
only to be apply'd in deſperate Diſeaſes, Who will lop 
an Arm or a Leg for a Pimple? Or drink Antimony for a 1 
tian? When there is na; Cure n may be ventur' 
bur when there is no Dinger, take not a Bowl of Rattbane 
2 Preſervative. Your Eſtate, Sir, is incumber'd, but 
ſpent ; it runs low, but, we ſuppoſe, Merchants Regiſters 2 
not like enchanted Circles, when once you are in, there is 
ſtepping out, One lucky Chance at Dice will reſcue all, 1 
make Scores even. Fortune has indeed frown'd upon yo 
ſhe will begin to ſmile. She is a Female, fond of Chan 
unaccuſtom'd to Conſtancy ; and when ſhe has thrown off 
Spleen and Ill. nature, ſhe over-ſets a Man with Kindneſs a 
Courtſhip. T. V. was brought to a folitary Guinez ; k 
then good luck veer'd about into the right Corner, and t 
Single Piece fetch'd back Twenty Thoufand; fo that he h 
never ſoar'd fo high, had he not fellſo low, nor eſcap'd 
Ruin, had he not come ſo near it. 
This Remedy was inde more Dangerous than the Diſes 
nd as Mortal to Eſtate· Diſtempers, as Poiſon to thoſe of 
Body. However, they Qolg upon hie blind Side; ſot 
he ſurrender'd not only Welden Reſiſtance, but even u 
Pleaſure and Tranfport. - Gaming his predominant P 
ſion, and this eafily teconciled his Falte to the Preſcriptio 
nay, and tarn'd the Medicine into a Regale. You have nick 
(faid he) the Point. He that cures disſointed Eſtates by f 
ereation, and conveys Health thro' Pleaſure, is a Surgeon 
ood Earneſt. He falls then to Gaming'; but alas; c085 
Dice were too hard for good Luck; and Fortune, that tut 
rail before, now quite deſerted him, His Bags droop'd, . 
his Credit hung the Wings; his Money was flown ; and t 
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Lands changed not their Place, they went over to other 
adlords. All his Companions like Rats in a Storm aban- 
ud the finking Veſſel, and he found himſelf in a Goal, be- 
he dream'd of a Baily. Here this Unfortunate Gentle- 
n ſees his paſt Errours, but no way to correct em. Loſt 
nce may be recover'd by Tears, but not Eſtates, We may 
ep our ſelves into Heaven, not into a Fortune, nor out of 
nfinement. He meaſures a Great Length, that vaults from 
undance into Poverty. The Fall daſhes in Pieces not omy 
proſpect, but the very Hope of a Return. Nothing 

ins, but the Senſe of the Preſent Calamity, and the Re- 
mbrance of a Paſt Felicity. So that like the Damn'd, they 
Tormented with the Pain of Loſs, as well as with that of 
i ; and the Ghoſt of their Darling Pleaſures revives meer- 
to perform the Office of Executioners. But did theſe 
| G underſtand this obvious Piece of Chymiſtry, 
ranſmute Neceſſity into Vertue, to bear, with Reſignati- 
to Providence, the Misfortune, Folly, and Sin have drawn 
on them, I would pronounce them#HIppy in their 1 
e; but alas, they rather Rage than Repent, deplore their 
raint without dropping one Tear for their Debauchees, 
Cauſe of it; and ſo in the End they ſtep from one Dun. 
n to a worſe, from a Grp nn Confinement to an Etet- 


ou! One. This is the End of thoſe who receive Favours with- 
nA Thankſgiving, and Puniſhment without Humiliation ; 
Fi neither praiſe God for his Mercies, nor pray to him un! 
bis Judgments. —_ 


bbw Evsz81vs bebaved bimſelf to his DO MESTICKS. 4 


ſho" Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended not to 
n Hermit, nor to disband from Society and Converſation. 
was no Publick Enemy, like Timon to his Species, nor 2 
end to Sowreneſs and Ill nature. He knew the Life of a. 
iſtian might ſtand with that of a Gentleman; that he 
Phe comply with all the Duties of Religion, without ſtep- 
ls below his Station. He therefore kept up an Equipage, 
ter Genteel than Great; it anſwer'd his Quality, And Was 
8 to his Revenues. So that he neither ificumber'd 
LUtate with unſeaſonable Expences ; nor better'd it by a 
ud Parcimony. He was content with his Preſent Fortune, 
neither defired to be gf@ater, nor fear'd much to be leſs. 
| noted he was too low for Envy, and yet too high for 
. 1. He 
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I, 8 

He rather behav'd himſelf to his menial Servants like 3 
ther, than a Maſter; and always treated em as Free · born 
jects, not Slaves. He could not endure the Conduct of tl 
Gentlemen, who ſhow leſs Concern for a paor Domeſſi 
than a Beaſt of Burden, and let him live 2. Brute without 
ligion or Inſtruction, ſo he carries on their Buſineſs, and uc 
himſelf down to ſupport their Riot. He was ſenfible thel 
fetence even between a Prince and a Peaſant lies in Forty 
nat in Nature; that their. Pretenſions in the next World 
equal; and that even in this a Slave in the Sight of God, 
practices Vertue, is more Noble than an Emperour overgr 
with Sin. He thought therefore himſelf obliged in Duty 
Conſcience to take Care of their Souls, as well as of their 
dies; to allow Inſtructions as well as Food, and to acc, 
pany their Wages with an Addition of good-Counſel. 


2. 

For this Purpoſe he entertain'd a Chaplain, whoſe Bufi 
was only to inſtrutlf the Family, to inſtil the Principle 
Chriſtianity into the Hearts of his Domeſticks; to train th 
up in Vertue, withdraw 'em from Vice, and to bring thi 
into Acquaintance wih their Duty; which is ſeldom Eno 
and more ſeldom practiced by this Servile Rank of Men. 
Religion are you of, ſaid a Lady of my Acquaintance to 
Maid ? Religion forſooth, AZ wer'd the poor Creature) is 
Gentlefolks. She ſuppoſed Drudgery was the End of her 
tion; that Expectation of Future Happineſs lay out of | 
way. And thus ſhe liv'd in Chriſtendom Ie a Barbarian in 
Wilds of America, without Hope of a Future Reward, or F 
of Puniſhment. Hence Gentlemens Families ſerve too 0 
for Nurſeries to Newgate, and the Stews, For their Dex 
dants being brought up in Idleneſs on the one hand, and 
centiouſneſs onghe other, (when diſmiſs'd) they know 
where to retire. And ſo the Maids live Proſtitutes, and 
Men die Thieves and Robbers. Whereas. did they train 
their Domeſticks in Chriftian Principles, and innure them 
the Practice, they would prove more uſeſul even to the 
nagement of their Temporal ConTerns, and leſs burthenſo 
to the State. 1 | 

For certainly a Man that has no Principle of Religion, 
leſs of Morality. Few People are juſt, that have no Real 
to be ſo, and many Invitations to an and Deceit. W 
what Security therefore can a Mafter employ thoſe in Buſinqſ 
who only change the Diſcovery of a Theft with the Sin, 3 
vary the Fact like the Lacedemonians) into 2 W p . 
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ſelity will baffle Caution, and. Over-reaching will beat 


ce needs no Spies, and who has none will out-wit an Hun- 


yebius would never admit a Debauchee into his Service. 
thought no Man would be Faithful to his Maſter, who was 
nitour to his God; much leſs careful of another's Con- 
s, who was forgetful of his own. Beſides, Vice is diſſu- 
, and ſpreads by Commerce like the Plague. One wicked 
on throws the Contagion among a Thouſand, and, it's 


„ ſome will take it up; and when once Nins upon 2 
nily, it ſeldom ſtops, till the Infection be Epidemi- 


ind the Diſtemper Incurable. So that he $ examin'd 
te narrowly a Servant's Behaviour than hiFAbilities z and 
times a good Life atoned for Unexperience. Clumſineſs 
jd he) may be poliſh'd by Civil Converſation, and Skill 
be improved by Practice, but Vitioug Habits ſeldom wear 
They are too ſtubborn for Inſtructi , and proof to Ho- 
y, and good Counſel. 5 


4. 

When he was forced to reprehend, e avoided Heat, 
ter flew out into Strains of Indecency. He knew that 
was Ungovernable and Clamorous; and as unfit to 
to take Ad vice. It drowns Reaſon by Noiſe and Tumult, 
| ſeldom pronounces a juſt Sentence, but when it intends 
unjuſt one: It throws a Man off his Guard, and even be- 
his Dignity, and betrays thoſe Weakneſſes we ſhould 
ih to own upon the Torture. Hence he uſed tp ſay, that 
tolerick Correction was ſeldom well taken; that it rather 
tated, than heal'd ; and ſtruck outgReſentment, not Sor- 
. Wherefore his Words were as mild as his Qountenance ; 
— Sedateneſs = his — et 1 of 
anguage. Nothing opprobrious paſs'd his Lips, nothin 
| =, nothin 8 — the Mouth oX a Geate 
In, or the Ears of a Chriſtian. In fine, his Reprimands ta- 
lalways ſtronger of Honey than of Gall; and they were 
1v'd by ſome with Repentance, by all with Patience, and 
none with Indignation. 5 2 +... 
dome Gentlemen of his Acquaintance took the Liberty to 
Uhim, that his Mildneſs would ſoon meet with Contempt, 
Chis Affability with Scorn ; that theſe under-rate Mortals 
u a3 incapable to be moved by Kindneſs, as to practice it; 
ata Cane mends more 5 in a Quarter, than documentiz:: 
gin a Twelve-month ; and that nothing affects their w_ 
. ; ur 


more Plots, than an Argus can diſcover. Who has a Con- 


wy 


i 
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but what lies heavy upon their Senſe. But thoſe Sparks t Ex0! 
ed juſt as they ated, and only diſapproved Euſebiufs MethWi 
by commending their own. However, an unlucky Accid 
2Imoniſh'd one of theſe Cen ſors of his Miſtake, and com 
ted him ad hominem, that Roughneſs is not always in Seaſ 
and that Blows rather provoke, than awe an Inferiour, 
ſooner ſtir up Diſobedience than 2 | 
By chance poor Dick reaching the Oil to his Maſter, liquo 
his Wig, and the Over-fight ſpread to the Borders of a N 
Sute Aa- mode. The poor Fellow ſuffer'd the Rack in the 
ry Accident, and expired the Guilt of the Offence in the n 


mmiſſio ut the Squire, who was extreamly ſmitten vi the 
Dra 115 ed the Ornaments of his Back, above all ehe 
Embel iſhm f his Brain, broke out into all the Inde nge 
cies of LanguaF®and Geſture. He firſt Damn'd poor Did 
the Pit of Hell; then Son of a whor'd him to all Intents Wear 


Purpoſes ; and, in ine, bedaub'd him with all the unbeſz 
ing 'Tropes of * and the Bear garden. The u. 


Knowledge of ſuch Stuff misbeſeems a Gentleman; are 
the ſpeaking it degi les him, recalls his Patent, and bre 
his Eſcutcheon. Dies begg'd his Pardon, but Rage gott 
ndant over Menfiger's Reaſon, and Fury would not he: 
to any Articles of Accommodation. The Spark flew fr out 
able (the Oil had fired the Brain) and purſued D 
with a Cane in his Hand, and Oaths in his Mouth: The pe 
Wretch would have compounded for a Limb ; but when 
ſaw no way open for a Retreat, he fac'd about: The C 0 
had beat out all Reſpect, and Self-preſervation took place 
Duty and Qbedience. He returned with Uſury the Blows 
had received. In fine, the Man maſter'd the Maſter ; * 
lain Dick overtop'd: Right Worſvipful. The Company ite 'd 
PEN : ſome d, and others rail'd, and all laugh'd 
the Comedy. After Dinner, Euſebius took the Gentlemat 
fide, and minded him of his Extra vagancde. | 
1 ſuppole, Sir, (ſaid he} you have drop'd your former O 
nion. That an high Hand, and an imperious Brow keep“ 
vants to:their Duty. The beſt way to perſwade them too! 
with Reſpect, is to command with Moderation. Judge i! 
of Faults before you puniſh them, and never ſwell a Fly: 
an Elephant. You muſt wink at ſome' Offences; laugh at 
there, and chaftiſe all with Calmneſs and Charity: Put al 
ference between a Chance und a deliberate Action. Treat 
an innocent Over: fight, and a malicious Treaſon with t 


ame Severity: Proportion the Pain to the Fault ; and ff 
q when the is Trivial, take Cate the Puniſhment ad 


* 
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Exorbi tant. When a Servant deſerves a Cane, it's time 
iſmiſs him; and 'tis more Honourable to turn him off, 
1 to ſtoop to the Function of a Town Beadle; In a Word, 
remember that to engage with an Equal 1s Dangerous; 
n Superiour fooliſh, and with an Inferiour contemptible. 


| 5. 

iſcbius's Conduct won all his Domeſticks ; not only their 
ids, but alſo their Hearts lay at his Devotion: They car- 
[on his Intereſt, with as much eagerneſs, as if they pro- 
| their own: They reſpected him as a Maſter, and loved 
as an indulgent Father. And the Fear of diſpleafing him 
tthem more within the Compaſs of their Duty, than the 


anger, than to deſerve it. 


6. | 
nearing and Blaſpheming are Comprehenſive Vices; and 
utom had the Secret of TranfnietiGon, (like Chymiſts) 
would challenge a Place among the Vertues. Chriſtians, 
are forbid to ſwear by any Thing, aſſume Liberty of 
aring by all Things : One would think the Breach of the 
tept, was the only Deſign they aim'd at; and Diſobedi- 


bout Doubt, firſt brought this Helliſh-Diale&@ into Faſhi- 
and Servants, who are their Betters, have improv'd it. 


heir Country, to take up that of the Damn'd ; and it's 
to determine whether thoſe Maſters, who permit ſuch 
us Expreſſions, are more Guilty than thoſe who ſpeak 


Blood, and made his Hearing a Burthen. A Thouſand 


„ that ſavour'd of Weakneſs, he never gave Quarter to 
Deming : Other Vices (ſaid he) make bold with God's Com- 
ls, this outrages his very Perſon ; it adds Inſult to Diſobedience, 
Contempt to Abuſe : It's a Sympton of no Religion. For who ill 


dto be entertain'd as Domeſticks. He endeavour'd tb re- 


endment, he diſmiſs'd 'em without delay. No Intoxcel- 


* 


ſion 


nehenſion of Puniſhment ; and they rather deſir'd 80 feel 


to God's Commands, their _ Diverfton. Gentlemen, 


reat Gentlemens Families have laid down the Language 


| ins could not endure this execrable Jargon. It ſower'd 


[Qualities in a Servant made no Atonement, in his Opi> 
for this only bad one; and though he pitied thoſe Fai- 


the very Being be adores ? Or rally and worſbip the ſame Obje#? 
then avbat Reſpect can a Maſter expect from bim that turns uh 
tatour, and flies in the Face of the Omnipotent? In fine,” (come. Y 
dhe) they are Nuſances to Humane Nature, and deferve” 

er to be proſecuted as publick Enemies to our Species 


4 4 


a them by Proof and Exhortation ; but when he ſaw no 
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fion of Friends, or Proſpect of Intereſt gould perſwade | 
to harbour theſe declar'd Enemies of the Aeg, Til 
affront the Vertuous, debauch the Unwary, and are bat} 
Scandal and Grievance to the Family they live in. Rebel 
God ſhould be barr'd of Protection, no leſs than Trait 
to their Prince. To receive the Guilty is to countenance ii 
Crime, as really in one Caſe as in the other. « 

Had Gentlemen a due Regard for the Honour of God, 
eft) were they Chriſtians in good Earneſt, theſe wretched 
berties of their Servants, would op their Blood, and u 
them ſweat with a Diſguſt and Horrour ; they would dif 
theſe fie Name who dare defie the Omnipotent, and 

is 


voke ame to burleſqus his Juſtice ; they would c 
their Families of all theſe Rakes that infect the Air f 
breath in, and the Earth they walk on. That by a ftrange 
tamorphoſe turn the Dwellings of Men into the Habit: 
of Devils; and the Torments of the Damned into the Di 
fion of the Living: For, I can aſſure you, Gentlemens Hi 
are too often a lively Picture of Hell; there you will ſe: 
the Lewdneſs of Hell, and hear all the Language of that Ci 
ed Region, with only this Difference, that thoſe Unhax 
Creatures below blaſpheme God, of whom they hope no 
z and theſe above lampoon him, of whom hay expect! 
on; Nay, here are Devils alſo; not indeed by Nature! 
Practice, and almoſt every Thing beſides Brimſtone and! 
ſpair. Would Gentlemen reform this unbeſeeming Dial 
rvants would caſt it off; but when it is ſpoke in theParle 
it's taken up in the Kitchen, it walks into the Stables, 
ſteals into all the Servile Offices of the Houſe. For Serv: 
wear their Maſters Vices, as well as their Livery, and c 
their Actions, to r their Favour : In that, Curil 
Swearing, and, indeed, all Vice is degrading ; but whenit 
into Great Houſes: When Nobility abet it, and Qua 
give it Countenance and Entertainment, it changes Com 
xion, and becomes Modiſh and Creditable. And this is 
Reaſon, Imprecations and Oaths are ſo far frequent among 
for an innocent Over-ſight, we ſend a Servant to the De 
and call down upon him all the Diſeaſes, all the Plague 
this World and the next. Oaths are us'd by all Perſons, Wii: 
to compleat the Impiety on all Occafions, we court and q 
rel in this Language: We expreſs our Kindneſs and Averi 
our Joy and our Grief in the ſame Terms. Succeſs is wi 
on by Oaths, as well as Diſappointments ; and they. ſet 
' Temper as well as Paſſion. 2 fine, they run through all 
Diſcourſe ; they and up in the room of Senſe ; god. 


| 
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Id think we were turniſh'd with no other Rhetorick or 
on. His Care wrought good Effects in the Family, and 
Example better ; Swearing was an unknown Language, 
ell as Ribaldry ; and all thoſe Vices which hover about 
eat Mens Palaces found no Entertainment, no Admittance 
is, When there aroſe any Conteſt between his Dome- 
„ he took ee of it himſelf, and compos'd all Dif- 
nces with the Equity of a Judge, and the Charity of a 
her, No Body refus'd to ſtand to his Arbitration, becauſe 
were ſure Partiality would have no hand in the Judg- 
it; but that unbyaſs'd either by Averfion or Kindneſs, he 
nin'd the Cauſe without taking Notice of the Perſons. And 
ed his Conduct ſpread ſuch a Reputation abroad of his 
ity and Wiſdom, that his Neighbours put their Concerns 
is Hands, and rather appeal'd to his Arbitration, than to 
Law, that enriches indeed the Lawyer, but beggars the 
ntiff ; who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. 

his Piece of Charity rais'd an unexpected Enemy, who 
&d Euſebius with Might and Main. The Story deſerves 
tation. It will Delight and Inſtruct, and ſo convey Profit 
ugh Pleaſure. | | 


PHILARGYRUS's CnARACTER. 


lilargyrus (for ſo I muſt chriſten the Gentleman) was born 
low Fortune [ Raſcal in Yorkſbire was the Place of his Birth, ] 
the Denomination jumpt with his Perſon. He only in- 
td the Common Benefits of Mankind; the Earth to walk 
the Air to breath in, and all the Rivers of the World to 
Ik of : Being leanly provided by Nature, he reſolv'd to 
* himſelt; and 2 he wanted Materials, he was 
ll furniſh'd of Reſolution: He had no mind to wander 
the Common: Poverty ſeem'd to him unfaſhionable, 
endance hung uneafie, and he thought Courteſie an un- 
in Revenue. He had receiv'd of Nature a lively Wit, 
of Education a weak Conſcience; he improv'd that by 
ly, and wore out this by Practice; ſo that at laſt he turn'd 


cience and Lawyers are not to be reconcil'd ; they can 
& be brought to lodge under the ſame Roof, but never to 
the ſame Bed. Money was his Paſſion; and if he could 
te the End, he never bogled at the Means, He charg'd 

ph all the Niceties of Morality, and ſcorn'd to ſtop at 
Names invented by Schoolmen, and fear'd by Fools. 
wur ({aid he) and Conſcience are pretty Things enough z 
8 8 7 they 


u of Service, or left it for a Pawn with a Broker: For 
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they jingle upon the Ear, but not in the Pocket; they are Me 
thodox 1n Speculation, but Heretical in Life and Commer d, 
A Man that intends to thrive muſt not ſteer by Foreign ONS 
nion, nor ſtartle at a Set of Formal Notions, that cramp 
rit, pall the Spirits, and confine Activity to a ſmall Cony 
Theſe Primiples took off Reſtraint, made room for vigor 
Efforts, removed the Difficulties of Buſineſs, and pointed: 
a ſhort Cut to Expedition and Succeſs: For a Man that 
diſtharg'd Conſcience, laid open the Incloſures of Good 
Evil, thrown off the Incumbrances of Right and Wrong, 
melted down Jult and Unjuſt into the ſame Maſs ; that 

ards Generofity as Farce and Ceremony, Pity as child 
Sofineſs, and Honeſty as a Check to Induſtry ; that hagg| 
way his Credit for Six-pence, and his Soul tor a Shilling, 
Line enough to ſport his Net in, and Elbow-room more i 
enough for Invention, 

We muſt not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp' 
Advancement met with Succeſs ; for Fortune and 00 be 
ence are generally on the ſame Side; and though ſometi 
ſhe dotes on Young Men, ſhe often flings her Favours up 
Reprobates. He was by Conſtitution one Fourth of a Ralt 
(i. e.) Scrivener and Sollicitor; and to be Cheat all over, 
commenced Attorney. So that this one Man poſſeſt all the 
Qualities of the Species without the Allay ot a good one; 
was Scriveney on the one fide, Sollicitor on the other, and Mr 
in every Limb. | | 

He had glean'd up all the little Artifices of his Profe 
and augmented the Number by a freſh Supply of his 
Invention; for he was ſenfible Time and Uſe wear out! 

ues, as well as Cloaths; and that the Gentlemen of 

obe muſt recruit their Forces, no leſs than thoſe of 
Sword; that a Legerdemain once diſcover'd, like a mail 
Soldier, is unfit for Service. In a Word, his Inclinations 
Us SY his Practice Unwarrantable ; he lay below 
Paſſion of Love, and flew above that of Compaſſion; 
broke through all the Barriers of Blood, through all the 
gards of Honour, and Principles of Humanity. And, indi 
what Vertue can take hold of a Rake, when Intereſt cc 
in Competition? | | 

There are Lawyers of Fortune, as well as Soldiers; an 
theſe will fight on any Side for Pay, thoſe will plead 
for a Fee, and often on Both. Philargyrus was of this 

; heexamin'd his Client's Purſe, before he enter d 
the Merits of the Cauſe, and always pronounc'd the Suit] 
if the Man was Wealthy ; but where there was no _ 
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re was never any Title ; Gold and Right went hand in 
d, and Wrong r waited upon Poverty. He 
d firſt his Tricks of Legerdemain in Town; he wheed- 
| People into his Snares, and decoy'd them into their Ruin. 
it Time laid open the Impoſture, and unmaſk'd his Arti- 
e; ſo that at length, like frighted Birds, „ rew 
Id; they took wing at his very Shadow, andhe could ne- 
come within Shot. And what wonder, that Reaſon ſhould 
ch Caution, as well as Inſtinct; and ill Uſage clap Men on 
ir Guard, as well as Beaſts, | 
He changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into the 
untry to forage the Peaſant, as he had gull'd the Merchant 
u armed cap a pied with Codes and Pandecti, Statutes and Re- 
. But in a Tun of Law there was not one Grain of Ju- 
e; he left this in Town, together with his Ears to fave 
ences, to infinuate, that People ſhould not wonder if he 
Deaf to the Complaints of Widows and Orphans, ſeeing 
had loſt the Faculty of Hearing. 
He found the good People in a Neighbourly Correſpon- 
ice employed in Tillage ; they had no leiſure to think of 
ds, nor mind to ſtart Quarrels; they carried on their own 
ineſs without entering into the Concerns of others, and 
py'd their own without the troubleſome Thoughts of Fear 
Envy. No ſooner was he ſettled among them, but the 
ne changed. Theſe Boors began to talk of Law and En- 
xchments ; of Forfeitures and Seizures ; ſo that the Diſeaſe 
t raged in Hudibras's Days ſeized upon the Clowns of Mid- 
= and Surrey. 


When Civil Dudgeon firſt grew High, 


* 


of And Men fell out they knew not why : 
of When hard Words, Fealouſies and Fears 


Set Folks together by the Ears. "ML # 
The Furies ſeem'd to have left Hell to haunt the World, 
forſaken the Damned to plague the Living. They tranſ- 
nated the Gibberiſh of MWeftminfter-Hall into the Country. 
and Dick laid down their How goes the Market? to talk of 
utes, Precedents, Reports, Writs of Error, Reverſe of Fudgment, 
One would have thought the Jargon of the Bar had out- 
d the Tongue of the Country; and ſome that the French 
ls ſhip'd for England his Norman Language, to open a Paſ- 
on for his Arms. There was Action upon Action: The Son 
s I the Father for an Allowance : The Wife ſet upon the 
rd band for a Separate Maintenance: One Mortgaged his 
uit ment to recover Damages; another pleaded away 100, 
Mol bum, to chop at Five; and in the end People, bought 

tl Ge 2 Law, 


ane 
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Law, and Philargyrus ſwept away all their Money; ſo that! 
out- ran the very Lawyer in the Fable; for this only ſupp 
the Oyſter, but our Attorney pocketed the very Shell n 
the Bargain: He flipt into their Livings, when he had priz 
teer'd upon their Purſe. For even thoſe, who gain'd the du 
loſt their Cal, to quit his Bill of Charges. 

It's ſtrange a'Chriſtian could intend ſuch Miſchief, and 
more, that one Pettifogger could act it. But the Truth 
the Lawyer was too hard for the Chriſtian ; the Profefſi 
got the better of Religion, Beſides, though his Forehe 
was double gilt with Brafs, his Tongue was ſteeped in 0 
he was Maſter of his Wards, and what is more, of his C 
ſcience; a Flatterer in Felio, and no Man better ſkill'd int 
Art of moving the Paſſions; he could tranſmute Phlegm i 
Choler; and then by a Turn of the Tongue, harangue do” 
the Hurrican into a Calm ; he had an Hundred Precedent 
2 Dead lift, and could throw over a bad Cauſe all the V 
niſh of a good one: In a Word, he was an errand Lay 
(id 17 all Paint, all Plaiſter; Honeſt without, and Kna 
Within. 5 rd Hehe | 

Your Cauſe is Good, (ſaid he to William) give me my Fee, and 
defend it. Now, the poor Fellow had no more Right to it, th 
to the Empire of China. At the Trial a Verdict paſſes agai 
him. Where are we nom, Mr. Attorney, cries William ? My E 
(anſwers Philargyrus) PII move the Court in Arreſt of Fudgment. k 
Sentence is confirm'd, and Mils Hopes fink with his Put 
We are luſt, (ſays the poor Man.) Not yet, (anſwers Mr. Attor: 
My Fee, and ['ll bring a Writ of Error, But here again Ju 
ment is confirmed, and WilPs condemn'd to Coſts and Char 
What now, good Sir! (ſays William, with a doleful Acce 
There is no more to be ſaid (replies Maſter Attorney with a Shr 
Pay the Knave his Money, and I am ſatisfied. Py 

So Lawyers, left the Brar Defendant, 
And Plantiff Dog ſbould make an End ont: 
Do ſlave and toil with Writs of Error, 
Reverſe of Fudgments and Demurrer, 
To let em breath a while, and then 
Hoop, and ſo ſet em on again. 4 

The Defendant went away with one Part of Will's Li 
hood, the Attorney with the other; ſo that the Law ſtript! 
to the Skin, and turned him on the Pariſh without Supp 
(and what is worſe) without Pity. The poor Man com la 
he was beggar'd by the Law; but he miſplaced his M. 
tune, and laid it at the wrong Door. For as a Maſs ot | 
cant Humours makes indeed a Man fick, and the Phyfi 


* 
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ills bim; ſo Avarice and Contention embroil an Eſtate, but 
he Lawyers ruin it; and as no Man dies of a Fever, Plague, 


bot ofthe Doctor: So no Man is deprived of his Living by 


ge Law, but by the Lawyer. . 8 
However, Experience has an excellent Knack at Inſtruct- 
g; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd Underſtanding, and in- 
ills Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, raiſes upon its 
hapmen at Diſcretion, and rates Prudence above the Com- 
jon Standard of the Marker, Notwithſtanding, the Ware 
zzps ſome Proportion with the Price, and. its Goodneſs a- 
ines for the Dearneſs. The good People were now fatisfied, 
Itorneys give not their Labours Gratis; that Hey compoſe 
ferences, as the Wolf parted the Dogs in the Fable, by 
youring the Contenders; and they concluded, that Beggary 
tom the Hands of an Attorney was worſe Complexioned, 
an from thoſe of a Neighbour ; that their Tongues were 
infetious as the Teeth of a Crocodile, tod dentibus lace- 
wit, nunguam ſanatur; with this only Difference, that this Ser- 
ent bites to Death, and thaſe ſooth, fawn and flitter into 
overty and Indi _ - AO BUSTER I > "PLD. 
They reſoly'd Ao to compoſe their Differences, rather 
P amiable than at the Bar, and ſtand to the Arbitration of 
y/ebius, than to lay their Concerns at the Mercy of. Philargy- 
1; his Vertue gave in Security for his Uprightnels, and his 
Ibilities qualified him for the Poſt of an Umpire; "fo that 
bey were ſure his Sentence would not claſh with his Judg- 
tent, nor probably with | as 

He knew a Beatitude is the Reward of a Peace-tnaker, and 
(braced the Trouble of this Charitable Undertaking, to pur- 
ale the Vertue. For why (ſays he) fhatl Charity be leſs 
uragious than Intereſt? Or court Eaſe more than Avarice ? 
Men put themſelves on the Wheel for Money in Hand, and 
ell in Revertion ; if they rack their Brain, and torture Con- 
ence to fence againſt Poverty, or to rear up a Petty For- 
ie upon the Ruins of Honour and Humanity, why ſhall 
iriſtians, upon an Apprehenfion of Trouble, decline à Duty 
lat is Noble and Generous, pleaſing to God, and Glorious 
b the very Eſtimate of Men? | | EY 

His Houſe-was always open to the Neighbourhood, and he 
always at Leiſure to hear their Grievances, and ready to 
kireſs them; his Aboad was eafie and invitins ; his Behavi- 
| t without .Stifneſs, or Formality ; for he Thou ht to be 
teat was not to be ſtarch'd and ſupercilious ; as he ated 
ſthout Intereſt, ſo he pronounced without Favour; he re- 


ayfi uded the Cauſe without taking any Notice of the Perſon : 


Gg 3 Noiſe 


* 


Law without Licence; and then for repreſenting him to tl 
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Noiſe could not hiaſs him, nor Numbers fright him, nor 1 
tereſt draw him into an Injuſtice ; he durſt appear for injun 
Right, notwithſtanding the Authority of the Oppoſer, al" 
he equally ſcorned to trample upon a Beggar, and to ſneak 
a Prince; and all were fa a)” nm ry with the Opinion 
his Integrity, that even thoſe who loſt the Suit, rather blar 
ed their Title than his Judgment. *. TG 
In the mean time, Philargyrus was without Buſineſs; | 
Trade flagg'd, Cuſtoms fell off, and his Rents came in | 
ſlowly ; thoſe Streams that fed his Pockets were datnmedu 
or run in another Channel; ſo that his good Fortune 
at a ſtand : Lucreebb'd, and Curſes flow'd in upon him; 
raged at his Diſappointment,, and poured out a Tun of G 
upon Euſebius, the laſt Retreat of Anger and Malice. Forte 
People are unſkilful at thoſe Weapons ; and he that cant 
ſtab an Enemy with his Tongue, is fallen ſome Degree | 
low the State of Impotence, _ wh 
| Reſolutions altered with his Paſſion, like Waves in a Ter 
peſt; one rouled upon the back of another. Sometimes | 
was for preferring an Action againſt him, for practiſing ti 


Government as a Diſaffected Perſon, a Facohite in Faction, at 
a Fanatick in Religion. A laugh'd at his Threat 
and An his Malice, He pitch'd at laſt upon a Perſon 
Conference, as the moſt Ede ual and leſs Expenſi ve way 
come to Terms of Accommodation. And for this Reaſon 
invited himſelf to Dinner, Eu/ehivs was glad of the Occafio 
he had na leſs a deſire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus, than P 
largyrus with him. The Lawyer had a mind to draw up 
Grievances againſt the Gentleman, and the Gentleman to 
techize the Lawyer; ſo that both Parties being eager to ſou 
the Charge, what wonder they cloſed, and Pon came to 
D 7 CET 
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DIALOGUE I. iy 


The Anvsks of ſome LAwvERs laid open ;, and PRECEPTS ade 
| bow to diſcharge their Dux like CHRISTIANS. | 


Huskzlvs perceiv'd at Table Philargyrus had 2 bet 
2 Stomach to Complain, than to Eat; to fall upon his He 
than his Dinner: For when Paſſion riſes, Hunger 


and Appetite finks when Gall overflows. However, — 


onder! ei 2143 4 
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ought the Lawyer's Sowerneſs was no Precedent for Rude- 
; that one Man's Failure in Civilities could be no Juſtifi- 
tion of anothers; but after Dinner he took him into the 
uden, that he might throw up the Oil that oppreſs'd his 
omach, and almoſt ſtop'd Reſpiration. Philargyrus took hold 
the Occafion, and thus addreſs'd himſelf to Euſebius. 
Philargyrus. I have often heard of your Piety and Wiſdom, 
t how can I reconcile your Conduct to either? Be nat dil- 
Ea d, if I defer more to my own Knowledge, than to Fame; 
cannot deceive, ibis is impoſing : It's but Intelligence at 
rond Hand, liable to Errour in its Riſe, and to Miſrepre- 
nation in the Conveyance. Pray, Sir, where is Prudence, 
den you embark in every Man's Affair, and draw into your 
m all the Feuds of the Hundred? You have adjourned the 
urts of Weftminſter-Hall into your private Family; and pro- 
\ ce more Sentences from an arm'd Chair, than my Lord 
bief Juſtice from the Bench. A Man muſt have a low E- 
em of Eaſe to reſign it for Trouble, without Neceſſity, 
vfit, or even Invitation; and a mean Judgment to proſti- 
e it to the Caprice of a Mercurial and Reftleſs Temper. 
But beſides, Sir, I ſuppoſe you veil your Indiſcretion under 
2 cover of Charity, and diſguiſe an 1 Humour with 
Maſk of a Vertue. But you ſhould conſider your Charity 
nds upon ſlippery Ground, and may fink into Injuſtice be- 
e you are aware, For Right and Wrong are meaſured by 
Law; by this Tenure we hold our Lands, and our Lives, 
all Title mult. Stand or Fall by the Conftitution of the 
rernment. Now, the Knowledge of the Law comes not 
bus by Inſpiration, nor is acquir'd by the Sole Dictates 
Nature. For the Rules of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Me- 
an to thoſe in another, that one would think Mens Species 
ned with the Climate, or the Elevation had a tranſmuting 
ulity, and could throw Things out of one Nature into a- 
er; that the Civil Magiſtrate minted Vertue and Vice, 
ich like Coin paſs'd Current only in his own Dominions. 
u muſt not therefore only read the Magna Charta of Nature, 
t muſt plod over Reports and Statutes, Gloſſes and Comments, 
umb Codes and Pande#s, and wander through all the Laby- 
ths of Cuſtom and Precedent. This is a tedious Journey, and, 
ane, you have not been either at the Charges or Trouble 
It, No, the Law is to you Terra Incognita, an Unknown 
eetil on. You underſtand the Language of the Bar, no more 
| that of the Great Cham. How therefore will you come 
he Senſe, and ſquare a Judgment by the Rules of Juſtice 
M Equity ? 1 fear, Good Sir, you kill ſome with Kind- 
| Ge 4 nels, 
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neſs, and pack others into Alms-Houſes, or quarter them 
on the Pariſh out of Charity, who notwithſtanding mig 
have liv'd comfortably upon their own Fund, without be 
2 Burthen to themſelves, or Incumbrance to their Neighbo 
Whilſt you wrong others by giving 'em Right, when they h 
only a Title to Poverty, and the Revenues of the Baſket, 
am willing to allow Fo to pronounce according to Con 
ence ; but alas, Conſcience without Law, is at beſt but 
innocent Miſtake ; and though it exempts from Puniſhnt 
in the next World, it expoſes your Neighbour to Beggary 
this. So that, though perchance it may be no Crime, it 
very real Injuſtice. Why don't you ſet up for a Doctor 
the Faculty, as well as for a Gentleman of the Inns of Court, x 
you your Recipes about the Country, as well as your Verdis 
s it leſs charitable to ſet a dying Man upon his Legs, than 
expiring Title? To cure a broken Arm, than a disjointed 
ftate? You are ſenſible, I ſuppoſe, you are unqualißed 
the Employment; that you may ſend Poi fon for a Remec 
and Arſenick in the place of a Cordial. But, pray Sir, de 
not your Charity throw you into the ſame Danger? You: 
as great a Stranger to the Law, as to'the Diſpenſatory : And 
flenderly read in Cook upon Littleton, as in Galen or Hippocrat 
How therefore can you diſtinguiſh between Right and Wron 
The Law is the Sole Standard of Both; and even this is Mt ir 
ſo manifeſt as to flaſh Evidence and Conviction. The 8e 
Ricks not on the Surface, nor perches upon the top ofthe L 
ter; it muſt be often drawn out by Illation and Precede 
it's a Myftery nothing but Study and Practice can unridd 
withdraw therefore from Bufineſs, and let Controverſies ! 
in their ordinary Channel: And remember Charity is x 
poſterous when it perſwades a good Action, by doing an 
one. 4 | | | 
The Gentleman expreſs'd himſelf with Heat and Empha 
with more Paſſion than Reaſon, and ſometimes tranſgreſ 
the Common Rules of Decency and Breeding; but he plead 
his own Cauſe, and ſo we muſt fling in ſome Grains of 
lowance ; for the moſt lazy Tongue, when kick'd by Inters 
and fpurr'd on by Paſſion; - will run Poſt; and ſtumble in 
Hurry over Madeſty and Behaviour. Euſebius ſaw he run 
faſt to continue the Career; that when he had ſhot all his A 
munition, he nn be attack'd at greater Advantages; andt 
probably when Paſſion was talk'd down, Reaſon might 8 
the Aſcendant. He therefore heard his Harangue with® 
Commotion or Interpoſing ; and when Philargyrus had endl 
his Invective, Euſebius began his Juſtification.  - _ 170 , 
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Euſebius. I perceive that the Temple and Grays-· Inn have de- 
ird me a Publick Enemy to the Hoghen Moghen learned in 
WW Law; a Traitor to the Prince, and a Betrayer of the Li- 
ty and Property of the Subject. In fine, Guilty of all Cri- 
es by Implications, though of none in Reality. You have 
wn your Tongue in the Cauſe ; you appear the Firſt in 
e Field with your Quota, to prevent the Invaſion, and all 
e dire Conſequences of my Attempt upon the Bar and the 
ench. But your Preparations for War are no leſs Unſeaſon- 
ble than Expenſive ; for I am reſoly'd to entertain a Friend- 
Correſpondence with your Corporation, and neither pro- 
e nor truſt you. You are Dangerous both ways; your 
nendſhip is as fatal as your Anger; and he who confides 
your Fidelity, receives more als, than he who de- 
mes your Reſentment. However, Sir, you do well to keep 


ede long a roba Militia in Diſcipline ; to ſkirmiſh in Jeſt, before 

ed ou engage in Earneſt. | 4 oo . 

nei Lou would certainly be to blame, did you rate my Qualities 
che Report of Fame, for ſhe ſpeaks at Random, and pro- 


n good Men, and Vertues upon Raſcals. She 1 or 
raiſes at a Venture, and adapts Satyr or Panegyrick to the 
xigence of Intereſt, and the Biaſs of Faction, as you ſtand 
in Caution and Reſerve for fear of a Surprize. I'll fol- 


Seo the ſame Method, for did I take the Size of your Morals 
La Religion by the Publick Cry, I ſhould conclude you had 
le ſlender Provi on of Conſcience, and none of Honour or Ho- 
ld ey. 1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding my felt 


nto Bufineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and I yout Re- 
Ifion for the Cenſure. If Wiſdom perſwade me to Chriſti- 
nity, why do I forfeit it by diſcharging the Duties of my 
toteffion ? Now, you know, Chriſt commands me, not on- 
ſto extend my Love to Friends, which is at moſt a Pagan 
It FewiſÞ Vertue) but to my Enemies; I muſt return Good 
It Evil, and Favours for Aﬀeronts. I muſt cloath the Naked, 
nd drop my Alms into the Hands of the Indigent. I muſt 
kconcile Enemies, and brin 1 to a Good Under- 
landing; and Chriſt pays the Labour with a Beatitude, Ble, 
hd are the Peace- makers. Certainly, this Earneſt of Heaven ba- 


% 


tomiſe, gives not his Pains Gratis. Intereſt therefore and 
uty invite me to Buſineſs, viz. the Precepts of Religion, and 
te Hope of Heaven, grounded upon the Promiſes of our 
Redeemer ; and theſe are my Commiſſions too; ſo that my 
Conduct is neither Illegal nor Fooliſh : For, I ſuppoſe, a 


Man 


ounces without Judgment or Sincerity : She claps Vices up- 


ances the Labour; and who engages in Buſineſs upon ſuch a a | 
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Man who has Chriſt's Command, is armed with an Une 
ceptionable Authority; and that the Broad Seal of Heaven 

as Authentick as that of the Realm. | 
2. You are not ſatisfied of my Capacity, becauſe I an 
Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am more familiar 
acquainted with them, than you ſuſpect. I was alwaysof( 
Pinion, a ſmack of the Law was no leſs neceflary to many 
an Eftate, than to acquire one; and that a Man to avoid (| 
cumvention, mult dive into all the little Artifices of the! 
and the Myſtery of Pleading; for whoever looks down 
c is within an Ace of à Fall ; and when the Snare! 
out of Sight, it's beyond the Power of Forecaſt to avoid it 
for this Reaſon, I have turned over the Law, and, methin 
it has ſomething of the 1 Ezekiel s River, in which 
Lamb might walk, and an Elephant fink ; a Man, who mea 
well, may eaſily fall upon the Senſe ; and who intendit 

lay the Knave, may find a cover for his Forgeries. 

ut after all, an ordinary Pittance of Law, with a go 


Ml 

Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of Cook with 15 
bad one. Indeed, a Man beaten to the Trade, may wraug th, 
and harangue better than one that is une xperienced in Md t 
Science of Chicane ; he may talk more plauſibly, and embuſ we 
der his Diſcourſe with Statutes and Precedents. ole! 
But generally this is only flouriſh Terms, and Men Pof 
Cant; it raiſes a Duſt, flings a Glitter on a bad Cauſe, and 4; | 


Gloom over a good One: It racks the Law and Reaſon tool 
It raiſes Doubts, wire-draws Suits in infinitum, and makes Dt 
monſtration it ſelf as two handed as the Pagan Oracles Wher 
as, would Men as ſtudiouſly employ their Time to diſcort 
Truth, as to overlook it ; to end Debates, as to perpetual 
them; Sentences would be more Quick, and perchance moo 
uſt'; at leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away b 
hole Eftate, to maintain a Part, nor find Juſtice more E 
nfive- than Extortion, and more Barbarous than Violence 
or, in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at the Shadow. 

I claim not the Preropative of Infallibility, like my Neig 
bours, I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubject to Errour ; ti 
Features of Wrong have often ſuch a Reſemblance with tho! 
of Right, that there is no diſtinguiſhing the one from the 
ther; and therefore, I never pretend my Judgment (like ti 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians) as irrevocable ; thoſe with 
are diffatisfied may appeal to Higher Powers, and ſhelte 
themſelves and their Concerns under the Protection of tb 
Law. But, Sir, they have found by Experience, the Exp 
dientis Nangerous and Chargeable ; that thoſe who raiſe oy 


* 
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Une: not proper to end them; and that few engage in the Law, 
wen thout Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe Mortal: too : 
y, and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are entailed on the 
: mily ; and deſcend (like Chronical Diſtempers) to their 
Liar erit 5 - | | at of och.» 
„ So ; here is a Satyr upon the Profeflion, and all that 
aniſe it are Cheats and Impoſtours, at leaſt by Conſtructi- 
the Words will bear an Action; and did I not reſpect 
* Mer Perſon, I might bring you upon your Knees, and penance 
own ur Indiſcretion. : 25 
e Mb. Lou miſunderſtand me, and throw a Guilty Com- 
nt upon an Innocent Text. No Man has a greater Value 
ih the Profeſſion than my ſelf; it's the very Baſis of Govern- 
nt, the Support of Society and Commerce ; it's a Science 
na: tops not at Airy Notions, nor ſleeps in Speculation and Re- 
ry; it ſets Hands to Work, puts Bounds to Right and Wrong, 
vtects the Clown from Slavery, and the Nobility from the 
lent Encroachments of the Malticude. It's as neceſſary for 
e Conſervation of Order, as Air for that of Life. Without 
the Greateſt Empires muſt fall into an Heap of Confufion, 
{ the World become a Retreat to Thieves and Aſſaſſines. 
wer will determine Right, and Force juſtiſie Extortion and 
4 once ; 2 long Sword will be a Title, and Force will put 
un Poſſeſſion. n N TH 
and WY A; the Profeſſion is Commendable; ſo Thouſands of its Pro- 
lors have been not only above Praiſe, but even above Ca- 
ny: Flattery could not fawn them into an ill Action, nor 
nernaces fright them from a good one; they were Juſt in ſpite 
co intereſt, and Upright in Hite of Temptation ; they bore 
tua :gainſt the Provocations of Greatneſs and Favour; they 
mot defend Juſtice-under the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, and pro- 
ute Injuſtice, tho protected by Title and RETRY. > 64 
ho has not beard of the Great Boetius? His Probity out- 
ence ned his Noble Extraction; his Juſtice gave a luſtre to the 
„ tlet, and his Prudence dignified the very Dignity he poſ- 
126d ; he had the Privilege to revive 9 and at 
; I: Death to bury the whole Roman Grandure in his own. 
mb; more Glorious in his Dine, than in the very Me- 
he lan of his Fortune, and more Ha py in his Miſery, than at 
e Top of his Proſperity. This Brave Man was above Dif- 


e ragement and ill Uſage, and not ſo much as check d into 
Eh lifferency by Injury, or careſſed; he declared for Truth a- 
up Majeſty, and declaimed againſt Oppreſſion in the Face 
0 © pranny. | A / "+0. BA 
Zuit t 

al Whe 


- Oppoſition of Avarice; the Charms of his Honeſty were 
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Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir Th 


Moor, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phoenix of his Ay Fw. 
He was the moſt able Lawyer of his Time, and what is mg en 
the beſt Man: His Vertue out- ſtretch'd his Knowledge, 
his Conſtancy was too hard for SEEN 3 he mounted ft 7 
the Bar to the Bench, and carried on Vertue through all = 


reſiſtable; they both conquered Prejudice, and captin 


Envy it ſelf; and tho' be loſt his Life on a Scaffold, he u Age 
off with Fidelity. For what could King Harry condemn 3 


Guilty, but the lar 
cent? a Diſgrace from him was more Honourable, than a] 
tent of Peerage, and to be ſtrip'd of a Dukedom, than to 
ceive one. 55 Harte W 18 
Tho' the Intereſt of Vertue is almoſt ſunk in our degener 


Vertue? Or whom could he pronounce 


. g yu aht 
Age; tho' Conſcience and Regularity have ſmall footin * 
mong us ; yet I could fingle out ſome ON adn of the l mo? 
whoſe Honeſty vies with the moſt Upright Examples of Fuſe | 


tiquity, as well as their Science; and if the Ancients havea 
Advantage, it's only that they are Originals, and our Mode 
Copyiſts : Theſe are Men that neither bend to Favour, f 
bow to Intereſt ; that Un Injuſtice in Power, and a 
Juſtice under all the jſadvantages of Poverty and Conf 
ment: They mind not the Plaintiff, but the Cauſe ; and off 
ther ſtand for Right without Fee, than fide with Wrong | 
the Double. OE ** 
Yet, I confeſs, the irregular Conduct of ſome has throw 
Scandal on the very Profeſſion; and the Probity of many 
fers in the Opinion of the World, for the mean Artifices o 
few; but what wonder. if ſome Children of wicked Cain m 
gle their Blood, and their Practice, with the Race of Seth? 
awyer and a Cheat are now Terms almoſt Synonymo 
and Men that thrive by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live withe 
any. But it's unjuſt to ſtigmatize a Whole Body, for the 
lures of ſome Members; the Puniſhment and the F ault ſho 
go together, and he alone ſhould bear the Reproach of 2 
Action, that had the Face and Pleaſure of committing it. Thi 
are Men of low Fortunes, and profligate Manners, unable 
riſe by Merit; they turn off to Over-reaching, and ſup 
the want of Worth, by Tricks and Artifices.- Sach (we 12 
riſe by their Wits ; but it's a Miſtake, they live by the 1 
ſtitution of Conſcience, and Sale of Pcobity ; here, Sir,) 
have my Senſe of the Matter ; and if you Pleaſe to Action 
take your Courſe, | * gated wn Sh 7 
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Phil, I perceive you will not have Men exert their Parts, 


W: employ their Talents for Lucre and Gain. No, they 


| ruſt in a Corner, or be lock'd up in a Cloſet ; they mu 
aid out in the Publick Service, or ſpent in Charities ; and 
Lawyer practiſes not to a Letter the Doctrine of Self-ab- 
ration, if he caſts an Eye on his own Intereſt, as well as 
| his Neighbours ; or has the Forefight to lay in a Proviſion 
Age and Accident, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and poſted 
for a Fourb and Impoſtour. I confeſs, Iam not ſo diſingag- 
from all Temporal Concerns, as quite to overlook them. 
jill oblige my Neighbour, but then I will not diſoblige my 
aſon ; I will furniſh out Life to the beſt 1 A 
m may live by the Sweat of his Brains, as well as by the 
fork of his Hands, and balance the Expence of his Studies, 
ith the Fruits of his Practice. In fine, Sir, I will mind m 
lent's Intereſt, but intend not to forget my own ; he ſhall 
re Law, but muſt return Money for the Barter. 

Euſeb, Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges gratis, will 
overlaid with Cuſtom, though ſcant of Money; and if he 
ts out with a low Fortune, he will not fall upon an higher 
his Journey; for as the World goes, Generoſity and good 
ature are no thriving Embelliſhments; and when one leaves 


e Payment of an Obligation to the Diſcretion of the Re- 
er, the Acknowledgment ſeldom riſes in Proportion of the 


wour. But you miſconceive my Meaning: I am not for 
rowing all the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all the Profit 
won the Client. No, let him keep within the Bounds of 
lmeſty, and I have no Exceptions againſt him; a Setter of 
lum and Tuum deſerves a Salary, as well as a Setter of Bones: 
it as I would not have a Surgeon make Wounds for the 
in of curing em; nor a Doctor poi ſon a Patient to force 
on him an Amulet; ſo a Gentleman of the Bar ſhould 
bra People together by the Ears, to be paid for the part- 
p them. by” | | 
Phil. That is, when Two commence a Suit, we muſt com- 
le the Difference a / amiable, and rather run to Arbitration 
an the Law. Indeed our Trade would go on at a ſtrange 
te ow Umpires in Faſhion, the Cargo would not pay 
ue Oyage. ; | | 
kuſeb. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were pot in Execution, where 
the Harm? Tho' you might need leſs Law, you would 
actiſe more CO and if the Lawyer loſt, the Chriſtian 
duld gain by the Expedient. Your Vails might be ſlender, 
Wever they would be juſt; and I think a See with In- 
ence is more valuable than a Pound with a Crime; but 
. 4 beſides, 


\ 
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beſides, you would ſtill find Fools enough to impoſe up 
for the World is ſtock'd with Neck or Nothing; with Men th 
will make over by Retail an Eſtate of a Thouſand Pound 
Annum, to a Lawyer, in Expectation of being pleaded into 
nother of Two Hundred. 5 
Pbil. You will have us keep within the Bounds of Juſt 
youu caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain the Jargon; far 
ear our Notions diſagree, and that my Idea is more ind 
gent, and of greater Latitude than yours. I believe, accor 
ing to your Scheme, a Man muſt make the leaſt of his P 
to be Honeſt, and play the good natur'd Fool to be a Saint 
our Calendar: But to be free with you, I intend to ſell u 
ains by Inch of Candle. I'll not venture one fingle Py 
but upon good N and high Intereſt ; and if I cany 
Ten in the Hundred, Why ſhall I refuſe the Offer? Injuſt 
is a Chymzra when both ſides agree. Able Lawyers are ng 
as ſcarce as Corn was the laſt Year: IS then ſhall they r 
tax their Labour at Diſcretion, and raiſe the Market as we 
as Farmers ? | 
Euſab. I fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are as wide 
our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtrait · lac'd Caſuiſts in their on 
Concerns; they ſteer by the old Philoſophical Principle, 
thing is Unjuſt that is Profitable, But tho' theſe Maxims hay 
Practice for their Warrant, they have neither Reaſon nor ti. 
Goſpel ; and without this Support, the moſt Eftabliſh'd i 
ſtom is only Vice Triumphant. Now, if you pleaſe, I wi 
deliver my Judgment upon the Matter. 


| It's certain Law-Suits are Warrantable meerly by Accide 
Two cannot have Right to the ſame Thing; but becauſe t 
Title is Uncertain, the contending Parties may appeal tot 
Law, and muſt acquieſce to the Judgment of the Court. 


y 1 2. 

Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one fide 
Lawyer cannot plead for the other; if he does, he ſtands i 
leſs wa > Injuſtice, than if he help a Pad to take a Fu 
upon the High-way. Indeed his Crime appears more Gents 
in the Eyes of Men, but in the Sight of God it's Ten tim 
more Monſtrous ; for he abuſes a \ to practice a Vict 
and endeavours to ruin Innocence by the Law that was ena 
ed to protect it; he turns the Sanctuary into a Butchery, a 
ſtabs Jaltice at the Foot of her on Altar. "308 


| 2 5 | 5 ( 3. ERC . . 
When ſolid Reaſons ſupport both Sides, Right lies in 01 
Dark, and therefore you may plead for either, but not f. 
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th ; tor which Party ſoever has Right, you are ſure to be 
the Wrong: Two can have no Title, is ſolidum, to the 
ne Thing. Indeed, to take with both Hands is a preſent 
emedy againſt an empty Pocket, but a Poiſon to the Con- 
ence : For Double Fees oppreſs the Stomach ; nor is there 
Cure but a Vomit, (id ef) Reſtitution. Such Men are 
ulances to Society; and, for my Part, I am of the Satyr's 
pinion in the Fable, that it's Dangerous to truſt one that 
ws bot and cold; nor would I have any more to do with him, 
an with an [talian Bravo, who will diſpatch my Enemy for 
Crown, and my ſelf for a Couple. Thoſe Old Iſraelites that 
ted between Bell and the True God, were neither ſtaunch 
vs, nor thorough-pac'd Gentiles, but a Compound of Two 
jecies United in one Monſter. What are our Jack-of-both- 
le Gentlemen, but an Off. ſpring of the ſame Race? they 
ad for Juſtice on the one fide of the Mouth, and againſt it 
the other; protect it, and proſecute it in the ſame Moment, 
d ſo cheat both Clients and themſelves into the Bargain : 
hoſoever buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of 2 
ime, over-purchaſes. Tell me not, There muſt be no inter- 
ng between Buſineſs and Religion, that if the Pulpit will not agree 
th the Bar, we muſt thrive in the World, and make the moſt of La- 
. I am apt to believe, thoſe Unchriſtian Principles have 
ade the very Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break 
em; and that they have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and 
bers out of them; and that they permit not Conſcience to 
bow too hard for Intereſt : But A Sir, if the Bar be 
Variance with the Bible, whatever you gain in hand, will 
ur no Proportion with what you muſt expect in Reverſion. 
it I cannot think, that he makes the moſt of his Parts, who 
tes and pleads himſelf into Ten Thouſand Pounds per An- 

for ſome Years, and into Unconceivable Torments for 
Eternity. But you muſt thrive in the World! In God's 
me, provided the Means be handſome, neither Unjuſt 


ore Cod, nor Scandalous in the Sight of Men; but let 


e tell you, he who reſolves to riſe is already within an 
ce of being a Cheat; it's Ten to One he never formalizes 
on the Means; when Covetouſneſs has got the Reins, there 
o holding it in with Notions. Ys WINES: 


Lou muſt not draw out Law. Suits in Secula Sæculorum, nor 
etch them in Lengths, till a r Client loſes both Pati- 
dee and Money ; this is to join Murder to 1 to take 
Man's Purſe with one Hand, and his Life with the other; 


Medley of Cruelty and Injuſtice; firſt put me upon the 


Rack, 
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A Man that will thrive, eafily ſlides into an Injuſtice; but 
em it's almoſt as hard to Recover, as to Return from Hell : 
Injuſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe Crimes that are neither 
given in this World, nor in the next. Indeed a Man may 
ent, but the Conditions are ſo hard, ſo mortifying, that 
t one of a Thouſand will ſign them. For, in fine, an Inju- 
ce is not pardoned without a full. Reſtitution, and Repara- 
n of Damages; and theſe run often as high, 2s the Lawyers 
uns; notwithſtanding, tho? you have raked together Ten 
jouſand Pounds per Annum, dy cletopding Unjuſt Suits, and 
etching out Juſt Ones; by baffling True Evidences, or 
bing Knights of the Poſt, you diſgorge and fall into 
ur own firſt Poverty, as naked of Support as when you firſt 
tout. Now, is it not againſt the Grain to expoſe your Re- 
ation to Cenſure and Obloquy, to ſhrink in your Figure; 
| to fink into Nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills muſt 
wn, unleſs you can — * to welter in Fire and Brimſtone 
anally. It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a fair Eſtate; yet 
ter, than tofling up all Title to Heaven, and to entail up- 
you God's Curſe in this World, and his Vengeance in the 
er. e e e 
No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate for his Child 
the Expence of his Life; why then will he at the Price of 
Soul? Is this ſo Contemptible, and that of ſo Superlative 
alue ? One muſt have a faint Idea of Future Puniſhments 
Rewards, thus to miſplace his Judgment and Eſteem; he 
it ſuppoſe his Soul vaniſhes into Nothing, when his Body 
into Duſt ; that the River of Phlegethor is as real and tor- 
ting as the Lake of Brimſtone, and that the Pains of the 


ar ls and Damned, as Romantick as thoſe of Tityus and Siſy- 
VO: I: fine, at moſt, that Heaven is no more pleaſing than 
25 I. Garden, nor Hell no more tormenting than Newgate or 


Black-dog. | ; 
Now, the beſt Method to avoid this Difficulty is to avoid 
din z it's ten times more eaſie to abſtain from Rapine, than 
tepent of it. It's not hard to keep within the . of 
lice, if Avarice gets not the Aſcendant; but if this Vice 
8 away with our Heart, we ſtop at nothing. Strong De- 
are my Temptations to uſe ill Means; in the Hurry of 
on, Conſcience is ſeldom heard; he that is bent upon a 
re ning will have it Right or STOOD. | mpg | 
Nor will this Reſervedneſs baulk your Fortune: A Law- 
that has the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, will always 
b Snployment, For who will not rather put his Concerns | 
liz Hands of one, who makes a Conſcience of Over-reach- 

| ing 
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ing a Client, than lay himfelf at the Mercy of a Knave ? H 
neſty is eſteemed by all, tho” fe go to the Price of the Pull 
chaſe, and even thoſe who practies it the leaſt; are moſt ea 
Pretenders to it. Indeed, your Fortune will not riſe ſo fz 
but then the Edifice will be mG6re firm and laſting: Tho 
Buildings that rife on a Gs fall in a Moment; like prec 
pitated Births, they are never long-lived, and generally bt 
the Builder under. the Ruins. Gain never reli ſhes better th 
when it's Jaſt, and Advantage is almoſt doubled by bei 
Lawful. Pray, Sir, be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom; ſu 
lain Dealing is neceſſary to recover Juſtice, and diſum 
Paendy: I expoſe the Practice to reform the Man. Im 
perchance draw upon me the Anger of ſome Guilty Bench 
and expoſe my Perſon to Calumny and Diſcountenance ; | 
I ſhall only pity their Blindneſs and deſpiſe their Malice; 
fear not to croſs upon a Vice tho* never ſo prevailing, tor 
oppoſe a Grievance tho* back'd by Number, and-ſupportt 
by Preſcription. I will pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantap 
nor fix him in an Errour by a Complement, nor cateſshi 
out of his Duty and Happineſs. 2 59 
. Philargyrus ftood upon Thorns, and heard the Diſco 
with a Thouſand Grimaces ; he was proof to homely and goal 
Counſel, by a kind of Atiperiſtaffs, hardened in Ill; you mig} 
as well have preach'd an Ethiopian White, as this Attothey i 
to an Honeſt Chriftian. Ul Habits hung not Toofe upon hit 
but twiſted themſelves with his Nature; they funk into ! 
very Soul, and debauch'd him in Practice and Principle too. 
Look ye, Sir, (ſaid he to Euſebius) you have tegaled 
with Cant, with Flouriſhes and a Glut of Cafuiſtry ; but l 
not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, or Univerfi 
Jargon, and ftrain'd Speculations. I live by the Law, not 
Caſuiſtry ; and that ſtands upon Precedent, not Reafon : Ht 
many brave Gentlemen have beat Great Eſtates out of 
Law, by the Force of Merit and Induftry, and plead Co 
nets on their Coaches, and themſelves into the Houſe of Pee 
They work'd on the ſame Materials, I do; Reered by the ſat 
Compaſs, and were governed by the ſame Principle: Y 
Where are theſe Reſtitutions! Bilices me, Sir, your Docttt 
is not calculated for our Elevation or Age. Preſcription *! 
gainſt ſuch Out- dated Practices, and that is Law: AN 
at will part with an Eſtate, deſerves none; and he that 
turns a Lordſhip out of Tenderneſs of Conſcience, reſigns 
Wits in the Bargain. Pray let us not interfere; keep your 
ſtate, and ſuffer me to glean up an handſome. Livelihoc 
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ſcience will not interpoſe between me and Profit; Wealth 
ngs Eaſe, and Poverty bangs a Man upon the Tenters. 
When Philaygyries was gone, Euſebius returned to 1 
parting Complement of the Lawyer had almoſt ſcare 
n into a Trance: He was at a ſtand to determine whether 
vas above-ground or under, in Hell among the Damned, 
in England among the Living. Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm 
on every Tittle of his Diſcourſe z ſach Sallies of Atheiſm, 
tone would have thought the Man had trick'd himſelf not 
ly out of Religion, but of Human Nature; there was no 
tt of Paſſion, no ſudden Surpriſe to diſcompoſe him, he 
e under cool Blood, under Thoupht and Reflection; all 
ſe Circumſtances inflame the Guilt, and ſwell the Reckon- 
This Fair-well damp'd Ezſebius, and brought to his 
id thole Uncomfortable Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
y are called, but few are choſen, To what Height of Mad- 
& (faid Eaſtbia) does Avarice puſh Men, when once it has 
the Maſtery of Conſcience? To pawn ones Soul for a 
and Heaven for a double one: Is it not Frenſie to Ex- 
? And Lunacy beyond Expreſſion? All the Mad-houſes 
he Nation are unable to furniſh ſuch Inftances of Folly 
Strains of Diſtraction and Stupidity. Did Men believe 
Future State, I conceive, they might make the moſt of 
; they might forrage upon their Neighbour's Land, and 
e pon their Purſes, and tore their Magazines with Plun- 
md Rapine. But to believe the Doctrine of Chrift, and 
Kt by that of Hobbs; to own an Hell, and fwear to feel it, 
atraordimary and fi ng Let my Soul be rather with the 
Milſophers, than with thoſe of our Modern Lawyers ; — 
ie 1 might have had leſs Faith, but I am ſure, they 
Imore oneſty 3 and if their Religion was worſe, their 
lice was better. | 
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DIALOGUE Iv. 
 Evseprvs behaved bimſelf towards bis NEIGHBOURS. K 


A VR HOUGH Ebi, lived in Retreat, he had not for · 
bat ſworn Company, nor disbanded from Society. Piety 
gus is neither ſullen nor ſolitary; it cares not indeed to be 
our ed with Viſitours, nor always to be tied up to Ceremo- 
hoc to be peſtered with Flies, nor tormented with Flatter- 
ſcleu pet it's never behind-hand in paying thoſe Duties Civility 
| Hh 4 tequirec, 
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requires, and Decency calls for: He lived in a 'Neighboy 
Correſpondence with all the Gentry, and received and re 
ed both Viſits and Invitations: His Temper was too ſerious 
be affected by the younger Fry, that place Mirth in No 
and Diverſion in Extravagances; that meaſure a Welc 
not by the Bottle, but the Gallon ; and ſuppoſe they are 
treated like Men, unleſs oy are drunk down to the Be; 
but if thoſe Sparks had ſmall Inclination to his Company, 
had leſs to theirs, and rather kept his Time and Liberty 
himſelf, than fling them away upon ſuch infignificant Tri 
he neither could mend their Morals, nor endure their Folli 
however, he diſtinguiſhed their Quality from their Vic 
and though upon Occafions he laſh'd theſe, he always tie 
their Perſons with Regard. Nay, he ſo timed his Repret 
fions, that ey rather ſeemed to fall in by Hazard, than 
figning ; and though he fone in Jeſt, he inſtructed in 
neſt, In fine, he rather glanced at their Faults. by ſhort 
uuendos, than attack'd them in Form, and endeavoured toi 
a Bluſh, not their Anger; for he knew that Choler crat 
Reaſon, and when this flies off the Hinges, a Man isno m 
fit to receive good Counſel, than a Tempeſt. _ .. 
For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals muſt rather 
reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs than Reproa 
They will follow, but not drive; they endure a Remed 
applied with a Genteel Hand, but then they wincs if you 
them; like that of Children, their Phyſick muſt be palatal 
the Pills will not down, unleſs they are Gilt; he there 
di ſapproved thoſe hot- headed Zealots, who give Vice no 
rable Quarter; they treat it with the ſame Freedom in Sc: 
as in Linſey-woolſey, and catechiſe a Lord with no more ens 
remony than a Peaſant, but they take Falſe Meaſures; G 
Men mult be complimented into their Duty, as well as 0 
it. Civility works more kindly upon em than Rudeneſs. 
Though the young Sparks kept aloof from Euſebius, 
more Sober coveted his Acquaintance ; he was Grave, yt 
had nothing Starch'd, noting MS; his Converſation 


_ eafie, and he always modelled his Diſcourſe to the Time Af 
Company; he hated thoſe old Fops, who preſs for Sub Hen 
on upon the Younger, with a ſtately Mein and reſerved Ove 


and ſuppoſe Age and Grey-hairs give them a Juſt Title te 
ſpect. This is (ſaid he) to tax Converſation, and to pul 
Company under Contribution for Defence and Regar 


renders the Pretender Cheap, and Society a Nuſance. b bis 
he never declined any juſt Condeſcenſion, and would f the 
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ach Complaiſance a Point, than ſcrew up his Gravity to 


eſer vedneſs or Importunity: 


He was a declared Enemy to 28 and Nearneſs, he 
portion'd his Expences (as I have ſaid) to his Incomes ; he 

ir ſpared Money when Occaſions EEE it; nor flung it 

ny mal & propa, to pleaſe a Frolick ; he thought both Ex- 
ams equally Vitious, that a ſordid Parſimony was Ungen- 
|, and Protuſeneſs Fooliſh. When he treated his Friends, 
affected Neatneſs rather than Grandeur, and rather ſought 
gratiſie the Taſte with Delicacies, than the Eye with Va- 
ty; for Feaſts are to entertain the Palate, not Curioſity. 
baking he followed Aſſuerus s Orders, Vinum quoq; ut mag- 
ſuntia Regia. dignum erat, abundans & precipuum ponebatur, nec 
t qui nolentes cogeret ad bibendum : ſed ſicut Rex ſtatuerat pra po- 
men ſis ſingulos de Principibus ſuis, ut ſumiret-unaſquiſq;, quod 
It; - — ht it no 125 Undvil to preſs his "Gueſts to 
ink, than to. ſtint them, and could not endure an Iriſb Prin- 
ple, that Cuſtom has Naturalized, and Intemperance has 
ide free Nenizon of the Country. A Man thinks himſelt 
come by Halves, that is not quite drowned in a Barrel, 
(ill uſed, till his Body be turned into an Hogſhead, and his 


td into a Wind- Mill. 5 


This Conduct, ſo cantrary to the Eftabliſh'd Laws of 1riſb 
ſpitality, diſpleaſed ſome ; and a Gentleman took once 
Freedom to 1nform him, that he lay under a Diſad vanta- 
dus Character for his Frugality, Sir, (ſaid he) I doubt not 
jour Generofity, but People unacquainted with your Tem- 
timpeach you with Avarice ; a fingle Bottle will not waſh 
the Aſperſion; you muſt marſhal em upon the Table by 
nens: We love to look our Enemies in the Face, and mu 
arried from the Table, as well as from the Breach; for 
drink, as, well as fight, like Men, and all your French Ra- 
its are unpalatable, ; unleſs high-ſeaſon'd with Rurgundy 
| Claret,  When-the Ladies retire, adjourn to a By-room, 
i be ſure to march at the Head of the Brigade, and lead it 
n the Attack : Let your Proviſions anſwer the Number of 
 Aﬀailants 5 an ſriſp Man can cope with as many Bottles 
French Wine, as French Men; and you know One to Six is 
Over-match : Thus, Sir, you'll retrieve your Honour, and 
ver your Reputation from the Imputation of Stingineſs, 
Ungenteel Slur of Parfimony. | Sr 
bis Gentleman had a real Eſteem for Euſebiut, but none 
his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſſeſs d a fair Eſtate 
the Country. He was a good Companion at the Pot, and. 
Adorer of the Pipe : He laugh'd at thoſe who placed Glory | 
"mp A3 0 in 
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in Wounds, and broken Legs, and run their Heads again{t | 
Nions and Halfmoons, for a Place in the London Gazette, or 
Poſt. Boy; he would not venture one ſingle Pulſe for the tali Pe! 
Liſle or Tournay, nor fling his Money upon Doctors and gu elt 
ons ; much leſs to be carried (like a Calf) from the Attack R 
his Tent, or his Grave: No, (ſaid he) 1 came not into t 
World to be cannonaded, or bagonetted out of it; I will u 
up Life to the Extent of Nature, and leave it in my Bed, 
in a Ditch. | — 7 
However, tho? the Deputy- Lieutenant bad no Inclinai *' 
for Camp-Glory,:he was Ambitious of Fame; but then der 
reſolved: to fetch:it rather from the Cellar, than the Fig 
and, indeed, he was a kind of Flag-Man, a Vice- Admiral, it Wh 
thoſe Expeditions of Gaod-fellowſhip ; ſo beaten ta Wl 
Trade, that no Body durſt contend for the Command. WW * 
that, though by Commiſſion, he was only Deputy-Lie 
nant, his —— Embelliſhments Entituled . to the Li 
tenancy of the Country. 1 have ſeen Right Worſhjpful kno * 
down half a Dozen under the Table in a Trice, and then Wi" 
will clap and crow like a Garne-cock. Nay, he ſwore he. 
ſerv'd a publick Complement: for the Exploit, as well as 
Great Duke for his Blangy 5 becauſe he flew more with WP" ot 
own Hand, and loft fewer than this mighey General; Na? 
and kept the Field into the Bargain. A Friend deſired h Go. 
not to proſtitute his Quality and miſſion to Seorn and C 
loquy, by ſo mean, fo unmanly a Vice; but he anſwe 
thoſe lay under a Great Miſtake, that mark'd it with n 
manlineſs. We drink like Beaſts, (ſaid he) when we dri 
— but like Men, when we drink till we can neither go op 
And. . | $5 e327 N 
Euſebius was ſtruck at his quaint Harangue, and more at WF Ja 
Principles: He thought Caution it ſelf might ſometimes 
overſeen, and Sobriety trapanned by Company into Inten- th 
rance; but to gage Breeding by the Barrel, to turn Drink, 
into an Employment, and the Infamy of Drunkenneſs inte, 
erfection of Human Nature was extraordinary; he than 
the Gentleman for his Advice, but deſired leave to follow 1 p 
own Method, till he had offered ſome better Reaſon to chan Ga 


it. 71 
For, Sir, (ſaid he) you perſwade me to reſcue my Hon ter 
from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by committing le 
real one. You provoke me by the Motives of Glory, to! 11 
tions that degrade a good Man, and force zn ill one even . 
. bluſh. You miſapply the Notions of Hohour and Infam tei 


you biame zod praiſe in the wrong Place; and thus you | 
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The GENTLEMAN 'InsrgverED. 47 
unce Monſtrouſneſs to be Proportion, and theBlemiſhes of 
ankind to make up its Beauties, I lie (you ſay) under the 
ſperſion of Avarice; and nothing will remove _— 

aleſs I drown my Gueſts in Claret and Canary. I confeſs, 
e Remedy ſeems ten times worſe than the Diſeaſe; I would 
ther be pointed at for a Miſer, than be condemned for a 
nkard ; that Vice indeed is Uncreditable, bat this is Bru- 
; that makes an ill Man, but this throws him out of his 
pecies, and turns him into a Beaſt ; nay, lays him below- 
e vileſt; for he is a Beaſt of Man's Creation, and by Con- 
quence more monſtrous than the loweſt part of God's, or 
her he is 2 Reaſonable Beaſt and Irrational Ma. 
What a Noble Spectacle muſt it be to ſee a Club of Gen- 
men of Figure and Quality metamorphoſed inta-Bedlami- 
„ and their Palaces into Mad- Houſes; to ſee em play the 

pe and the 'Iwine, and run out into Lengths of Folly and 
nravagance? No doubt, it's an Honourable Employment 
2 Maſter to play the Mimick and: Scaramenth' before his 
, to entertain them with Farce Gratis, andito fling a mer- 
e laterlude into their Sallary; to out-do the Roman Baccha- 
as 0 $10 Diſtractions, and to ſtrain Jollitry mot into Annual; 


th r once a Lear à wiſe Mai may have leave tobe mad) but 
N. o a daily Madneſs. N Ivo Sil dell tas acti ST ed 572 
h God God ! What a Scene did / Lonce behold at Sit 5 
400-- 5 1t gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that fora 'Dwelves 


th the very Sight of à Bottle caſt me into a'Sweat and 
ny. I began alchoſt to believe that Pyzbiagoras's Tranſmi- 
tion was rather a Truth, than Allegory or Fable; for in 
Space of an Hour, a Dozen Gentlemen commenced Beaſts, 
Hall of different Species; there were Apes, Bears, Lyons, 
achcalls: Some roar'd, others yelp'd, and others howl'd, 
es me Corner there was making Quarrels, in another Love gz 
em they ſun % there 3 — ; they kiſs'd in one? 
ink e, and bchdd in another: {x fine, there was a Medley of 
int ire and Pragedy, of Folly and Madneſs, a' Subject for 
mulaghter and Teare; but when they began to retubn home; 
oN play'd all at Croſs Queſtions, the Poſtilion crept behind» 
Coach, the Coach-man' into it; and the Maſter into the 
x: For Wine is a Leveller, it either raiſes the Man to the 
Lon eder, or throws down the Maſter to the Man. When Rea - 
ting leeps, Extravagance breaks lovſe 5 Quality and Peaſan- 
dig together; there is no Difference between a Lord and 
ven Weide but that he is more to blame; in a Word, they 
fame in no Condition for a Journey; ſo that the Gentlemen 
227 „, Hhy e eee were: 
ou 8 - "8 | 
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when once Reaſon is drowned, Paſſion always ſwims on t 
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472 The GENTLEMAN InsrzvcrEr. 
2 conveyed into Beds, and the Equipage camp'd in t 
rr | ii! „ e een 
Well, Sir! replied the — 7 1.691" mr Over-figh 
will happen, but Good-fellowſhip muſt go on, .and a neig 
bourly Correſpondence be improved. 1 
As much Good; fellow ſhi * Exſebius) and Kindneſ 
* pleaſe, provided you flu right Notians, and frame 
dea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, not of Cuſtom;; but 
cannot perſ my ſelf, the Laws of Good · fellow ſhip cog 
mand me to drink away my Health and my Wits for a Þ 
lick: Health is no Nuſance, nor Reaſon a Burthen. If y 
had a Fancy tg a' Cup of Poiſon, does the Ceremony of Gat 
fellowſhip.order me to pledge you in the ſame Liquor? Noi 
over- drinking turns the beſt Ale in the Nation, and the be 
Wines in Fance into Poiſon. | Indeed, they diſpatch not} 
{ſudden Aſſault, as Ratsbane or Arſenick ; but by Mine u 
Siege; however their Operation is ſure, and thaugh their) 
lignity be ſlow, it's. Mortal. | (gx 02 45K 1 
Nor can I think any Principle of Friend ſhip obliges met 
help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to fink his amily intoBeg 
ry, his Ferſon into Contempt, and his Body intò Diſeaſes 
ow, your [Kindneſs wades further into Miſchief; I mul 
doze his Reaſon, and ſtab his Soul; nay, and my own tod 
No a mg 5 BY on this for 'Kindneſs, who isnot2 
tually Drunk. Beſides, you may as well entertain Heat wi 
Cold, as Friendſhip with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, whey": 
Wine flies into the Head, Glifites fly about the Ears; fe 


_. 


Surface; moſt of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood begin 
Wine; Jollitry drunk too high, degenerates into Fury. 

But, beſides, Drunkenneſs is à Sin, and of a very bla 
Dye; it's one of thoſe that ſhuts Heaven's Gate, and ope 
that of Hell to the Offender. Now, tho' it were as Gente 
as it's Clowniſh, that very Conſideration ſhauld 2 tho 
from the Practice, that bound not their Hope or Fear wit 
Sight and Senſe; Kindneſs and Good - fellow ſhip muſt n 
tak price of our Eternal Welfare, nor Ceremony of our' 
ty. If. therefore Drunkenneſs be a. Sin, is it none to invit 
none to perſwade a Neighbour to it? Muſt a Gentleman | 
mark'd with Infamy, becauſe he will not turn off Conſcience 
Not purchaſe the Reputation of Houſe-keeping, at the E 
Pence of his Soul? I am not ſa fond of Eſteem as to buy it © 
a baſe Action; nor ſo fearful of Contempt as to avoid it by 
Sin. Iwill not transform my ſelf into a Brute for the Rep 
tation of a Fins Man, nor ſtoop to the Office of a Tempe 
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the Title of Generofity, No, no, Sir, in my Houſe Gueſts 
ull neither be tinted; nor forc'd. I leave them to their 
n Diſcretion, and invite them to be merry, but not to be 
ad. I love a cool Head, and a calm Conſcience ; and I had 
ther ſee Flights of Diſtraction in Bedlam, than of Extrava- 
nce at home. To conclude, I had rather be reproach'dfar 
d for Intemperance; and lampaon'd for 


briety, than careſs' | 
Vertue, than Panegyrick'd for a Vice. - | 7 
Well, well Sir, (replied. the Knight). we will not fall out 
the Matter: Let every Man take his 2 - but gire me 
are to tell you, Conſcience and all your Fiddle Faddles will 

it ſcreen you from Cenſure. When we go to a merry Meet 
72, we leave that Lumber at home; but when we are ſums, 
oned to a Quarter-Seſſions, or ſo ; then indeed we take ĩt up 
hind us (if the Horſe will carry Double) for though it may 
of Uſe in a Buſineſs of Aeum and Taumy, it's a Burthen at 
Feaſt, a Controuler of Mirth, and a Poiſon ta Good: fellow- 


up. 6 rpc nie 3-199 Dela 97, UH 
Euſebius bleſs'd himſelf at the Grave Gentleman's Preach- 
ent; to here Magiſtrate plead for Riot, and Juſtices of Peace 
r Diſorder, ſeemed ſurprifing ; but-the-Evil:lies deep, there 
no removing it; it's become a Branch of | Iriſþ Property, 
id we will no more part with the Vice of Drinking, than 
ith our Magna Charta. We have received it from our Fore- 
ithers, and improy'd the Talent to Admiration; one Man 
Wits another, and the preſent Set of Tipplers will hand down; 

e Diſeaſe to their Poſterity ; and thus the Diſtemper will 
n on without Gure, and continue without End. 111 256 
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t USE BIU&S was not ſo ingaged in Piety, as wholly to lay 
r' aſide all Recreation; he knew that ſome Diverſion 
vi was neceflary to refreſh the Body, and unbend the Mind; 
an ut a continual Application diſpirits the one, foundera the 
encWuer, and renders both unfit for Action ; but then he took 
Eee ;not to turn Diverſion into Buſineſs, nor to play away his 
it Hime (like Como). in Trifles. Age had taken dff the Pal-: 
by en he had for the Sport of Hunting; his Body could not 
Rep dure the Violence, and his Inclination carried him to more 
pptederate Exerciſes ; he was often upon the Bowling- Green 
12 ( | in 
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474 The GEN TLEMAN Ixsravcren. 
in Summer, and to entet᷑tain Converfation would take a Gul mſe 
at Cards; but then he play d for Diverſion, not Gain; x 
would never venture more upon a Caſt, than he could |; 
without the Danger of Impatience; for when Bets run higMothi! 
Sollicitude baulks Pleafure, andthe Fear of lofing turns Spc 
into Pain and Penance ; it boils up the Paſſions into aH 
ment, heats the Blood; and then an unlucky Hit flingy 
Man upon the 'Tenters. = | 

Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a kind of MW to 
eunia Sacra, always employed in Charity; ſo chat he fell up 
2 Secret (more beneficial than the pretended Philoſopher 
Stone, and more real) of turning Diverfton into vous 
of raiſing the moſt ordinary and loweſt Actions to the Dignit 
of the moſt Divine. Thus at once he refreſh'd his Body, ar 
_—_— his Time ; or (in — Language) pr ect 

ay d, recruited his Spirits, and fapplied his Neigh 

{fd his Time in Mirth, and yet redesmed it. 

However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recreatiom 
2 Phbyfick for Health, not like Meat for Suftenarce 
for (ſaid he) they are not the Buſineſs, either of a Gentlemat 
or of a Chriſtian 3 and therefore whoſoever ſuffers them er y 
uſorp his Time (allow'd for more Noble Employment) play ain 
the Child (tho! not the Innocent) while he thus trifles awaher 
his Life, and Bowls and Cards away thefe-precious Moment 
that once he will recal with Tears, but never recover. Hl 
therefore retired fo ſoon as Civility permitted, and entertain 
ed htmſelf with Reading; but he never would open a Boo 
that ſtruck at Morality, or queſtioned Religion; the one de 
bauches Practice, the other Principle; and (he uſed to ſay 
bad-Beoks are the werle for being welkwrit; they ſubdue al 
moſt without Refiſtance, when they mingle Corruption wit! 
Wit, and convey Poiſon into Pleaſure, bat he ſpent whole 
Hours in the Lecture of thoſe that treat of Piety ; that lighted | 
the Underſtanding, and warm the Will ; that point out th 
way to Vertue, and with a Reſolution to purchaſe it. Suck 
hes loek'd upon as ſure Guides, and profitable Entertain 
ments; as Supports in Sollicitude, and Friends in all the al 
farent Occurences of Life and Action; they cenſure'withou 
Reproach, and praiſe without Flattery; they neither faun 
Gentlemen, nor overlook Peafants, but like Pictures made tt 
Sight, look ina, bo n all ; nor was he content with the 

* 
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bare Spsculation; new the Vertue af a Chriſtian conft 
not in the Know of his Duty, but in the Exerciſe of it 
and therefore he drew by the Lite; ke copied from thoſe c 


riginale, and joined Fractiee to Theory, and thus he fate ban 
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The GENTLEMAN Insraverey. 475 
imſelt from all thoſe Worldly Things Men fe eagerly purſue 
Flies; he neither hoped for any Temporal Advantage, nor 
ed any Adverſity; his Defires look'd beyond Time, and 
othing but the Pains of the Damned were able to awake his 
ear; ſo that he embraced Oroſſes and Favours with the ſame 
1 tions, and always ſaid, theſe lead us indeed the eaſieſt 
ay to Heaven, and thoſe the moſt ſecure; and thus he nei- 
her was fond of Life, nor dreaded Death, but N di ſpoſ- 
| to keep his Poſt, or to abandon it at the Firſt Command 
{his Great Maſter. E ne geg 485 
And indeed, he had ſuch an Empire over his Paſſions, ſuch 
Submiſſion to all the Defigns of Providence, that he ſeemed 
not above the Reach) at leaſt above the Senſe of Ad ver- 
ty, even when he lay under the Weight of a Misfortune. His 
ſece whom he loved with the Tenderneſs of a Father, fell 
> of a burning Fever: She deſerved indeed his Affection; 
r ſhe was ſet off with all the Perfections of a Woman, and 
rich'd with all the Vertues of a Chriftian. One might tru- 
ay with the Wiſe Man, ſhe lived a great while, tho' ſhe 
ied at Seventeen, and that ſhe was ripe for Heaven in the 
ery Spring of her Age: She paſe'd through a long Courſe of 


layWains, with an invincible Patience, and expected Death ra- 
waer with the Courage of an Heroe, than the Timorouſneſs 
ente a Waman. e ; n 
HY Every one thought this Accident would put Euſebiuss Philo- 
tai phy to the Stretch; that a Blow in ſo ſenſible a Part, would 
ooiirike out ſome Symptoms of Weakneſe; but they miſtook 


he Man; he felt the Loſs, but ſunk not under it: He let 
ll indeed a Tear at parting, but wiped it off in a Moment, 
be told his Friends, (who wondef'd at his Unconcerned- 
e) to be ſorry ſhe is not with me, when, I believe, the is 
ter from me, is a Mark I value her Satisfaction above mine, 
W'd mourn for the Living more than for the Dead; it's In- . 
mity, not True Kindneſs, when we will not reſign our ſel- 
s to the Happineſs of a Friend. tan WIE 

[ believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, Why then ſhould I wee 
t her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we alt wiſh to be ſettled: 
1? If ſhe be not, my Affliction will noteaſs her Torments, 
r raiſe her from her Graye : So that my Grief will either 
Unſeaſonable or Vain; it may render me Miſerable; but 
ill zdd not a Grain to her Felicity, nor abate one of her 
uns. But, in fine, God, who gave her'Life, e to re- 
Wl the Gift. What Reaſon have I to eomplain of hard Uſage ? 
ather I thank his Goodneſs. for having ſent me her ſo long, 
kn blame him for taking ber from me ſo ſoon ; his Fayours 
N | are 
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It caſt her into Convulfions (continued the Maid.) Better 
ret (ſays the Conſult.) But alas, iniſpite of the Doctors ber- 
and better, the Lady grows worſe and worſe, A new Cou- 
er put a 2 whag Inquiry, and ſummoned the Fun#o to the 
dy's Chamber: She lay in Extremity; à Subject of Com- 
aſſion and Admiration; the Emetick put her upon the Rack; 
vet her Patience was ſtronger than the Pain. She. ſeem'd al- 
poſt to out: brave thoſe Primitive Martyrs, who neither flin : 
hed in the Fire, nor cried Oh ! at the Torments of Knives 
and Razors; and though her Force ſunk every Moment, her 
Reſignation to Providence was Invincible. - + - vi 


Vit 
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One Doctor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſticks, a Third 
jr he knew not what, and a Fourth for ſending her to the 
Waters; the Skill was no-plus'd, and they had already dif- 
harged their Latin, and poured out their Stock of Aphoriſms z 
0 that, in fine, they concluded Nemine Contradicente, for a Bolus 

thalof Opium, that ſhe might depart without Pain. 
oo Euſebins bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when he 
hat beard this barbarous Reſolution, he was not Maſter of his Re- 
zei ſentment. What (ſaid he) Gentlemen, do you believe ano- 
cher State? That an Eternity depends upon the laſt Moment? 
lf you do: With what Conſcience. can you in this fatal Cir- 
ler cumſtance, caſt Reaſon into a Lethargy, when a poor Crea - 
ure ſtands moſt in need of it? Lon world forſooth put ber out of 
an, but your Pity is Barbarous, and your Compaſſion Cruel; 
or you deprive her of the very Power of aſking God Forgi ve- 
neſs, and by Conſequence of Pardon, Indeed, the Vertuous 
Tenure of 4 in ſome meaſure an Aſſurance her Death 


er Life is ĩ 
vill not be Miſerable; for it's rare to ſee a Perſon, who has 
ed well, die ill: But however, it's a great Step taken in 
the Dark; a Trip is Fatal, and an Over-ftght may pitch her 
0m the wrong-fide of the Shore, and then there is no Return. 
No, no, Gentlemen, if you can do her Body no good, you 
hall do her Soul no harm. Few Moments remain, let her 
tiſpoſe of them to Advantage; let her die in Pain, to revive 
in N Pléeaſures. * In * wit 
Ibis ſhort Harangue propagated the Juncto, and put an and 
to their Reſolves : A took care of cheie oe, but 
left all Concern for the Lady behind them. The Ordi- 
ſtay' d not to Cure, but to fee her Die. Indeed, this was 
extraordinary; but Doctors (like Jud es) pronounce the Sen- 
tence, but ſeldom are preſent at the Execution. 
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Whether iebe Exennient fr GENTLEMEN e Team 
dub ſome DiKECTIONs to thoſe who g ABROAD, 


EANDER's Father perſwaded him to Travel, befq 
VN he ſettled in the World: He was of the common be 
aſion, that home · bred Gentlemen are only rough c:| 
that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of Behaviour in B 
and Italy. But Neander, who rated the Perſecutions of a Chi 
ſtian, a all little — Eg of a Gentleman, an 
affected rather a Decency of Manners, than of Carriage, woult 
not conſent to the Propoſal, till he had confulted his Orads 
Evufebizs, and he reſolved rather to follow his Judgment, thi 
his dn Inclination. He therefore gave him a Viſits the F. 
ther acquainted him of his Defign, and aſked his Advice, 
-4 (faid he) grows in Years fit for vernent ; he 
has Quality and o to — it. And befides, Nature 
has furniſh'd him with a good Genius and a ſharp Wit, ſo ati 
that nothing is wanting to render him ſerviceable to his Coun-WMi 
try, and an Honour to his Family, but Experience. Now, 
this cannot be well 1 but by Travelling. He has in- 
deed all the Learning the Uni verſity can give Lie z but then 
to ſtesr wholly by Books, without looking into Men and Bui 
fineſs, is like learning a Trade without ever coming to the 
Practice: Who intends to be Maſter muſt draw Life 
he 5 the Original, and join Speculation wit! 
Practice. My Relations are divided upon the Matter; ſoma 
e me to fend him Abroad, others to keep him al 
me; fome tell me Home- breeding will Ungentleman him 

arid others that Foreign Education Will turn his Eg Blooa 
— French or Italian; favour me with your Opinion upon the 
Lam not (reply'd Euſebius) fo fond of Travelling, as ſome 

four Noblemen ; nor yet ſo averſe as others. 1 Man, 4 | 
bude, may reap Great Improvement from the Tour of Fant 
and Haly, and alſo make the Journey to Diſad vantage. He 
may rather glean up their Vices than their Vertues, and re- 
turn both a Clown, and a Debauchee. He may fall in Loved 
with their Wine and their Women; and bring back nothing 
but a Wife, a Miſtreſo, or a Diſeaſe, for a Memorandum of his 
Voyage. At leaſt, I know ſome who left their Innocence an 

im the Continent, · and landed at NRingr end, with 28 

Heads, and lighter Pockets than when they firſt ſet out at pe 
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"The GENTLEMAN nee. 55 
Iconfeſs, this wandring Humour ſpreads wide, and grows 
vdemical : Men fanſie Foreign Air puriſies the Brain; as 
ell as the Lungs ; that Breeding and Experience ſprout up 


F4 


4 I have ſeen there as ill-ſhap'd Gentlemen, as at Dublin. 


the Ape 
is ſurly. 
You have 
p of the Continem, and if Debauchery be the only Fruit of 


5 ours awes; theirs delights ; theirs is fooliſh, and 


leſs Charge and Labour. For Vice thrives to Admiration 
our Soil; and we have tranſplanted it theſe Ten Years in- 
Randers, Germany and Spin ; arid, what is ſtrange, our Stock 
not ſunk ; nay, it rather riſes every Day; and though often 
en of other Trades ſlip afide, we hear no Debauchees turn 
ankrupt of their Vices. But, under favour, though other 
tions have their Defects, they are not quite bare of Perfe- 
ons. They may ſet us Patterns for Imitation as well as for 
verſion; and by Conſequence, improve a young Gentleman 


in- well as corrupt him. Every Country produces Remedies 
Wen «wk Poiſons, and he deſerves to die, who leaves thoſe - 
t ele. * | „net . ; 


No doubt (reply d Euſebi) there are fine Things beyond 
a, and 2 Ae Man may waft over an handſome Cargo of 
„ Improvements, with a Valize of French Behaviour. But, 


for want of uſing. We hate the ſtiff and gamm'd De- 


to Steps in Converſation. And the French Shrug only fits 
rably on a Beau, and intitles him to the Honour of a Fop. 

But, Sir, (anſwer'd the n confiſts not 
Perly in a Genteel Carriage, and Decen Geſtuare; it 
Wiches to the Improvement of the Underſtanding. I look 
en a Man, whoſe only Ornaments hang upon the Surface, 
6 thoſe Palaces that are Stately without, and Unfurmi ſ d 
thin. Now, ary manures the Underſtandi ; it af- 
ds Knowledge and Diſcovery; it enlarges the Faculty, and 
des a more extenſive Inſight into Things and Men: Where- 
home bred . is confin'd to narrow Limits; he 
nts Materials for Obfervation, and cannot work out a Sub- 
i for a Genteel Diſcourſe, ee 


the Streets of Paris and Venice; and that a View of Verſailles 
Marly transforms Ruſticity into Behaviour. But alas, Sir, 
e French Climate breeds Clowns no leſs than our Ii; 


u Carriage, indeed, has ſomething of the Lion, and theirs 


drawn (ſays the Gentleman) a diſfadvantageous 


avels, I think we may buy that Commodity nearer Home 


u, Sir, they will lie upon his Hands, and ruſt in his Ward- 


ttment of the Italian, and to be yoak'd in Ceremony, or tied 
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Beſides, Sir, he learns the Great Myſtery of Foreign 
vernments; their Fort, and their Foible ; the Intereſts of N 
ces, and their Deſigns: And thus at the ſame Time he ſe 
- Pleaſure with Profit; he e (if I may ſay fo) into ij 
ticks, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs: He returns equipp'| 
Employment, and rigg'd out for an Embaſly at leaſt, toi 
i Li (aid Expckior). you ſend, I p. 80 
» Sir, (ſaid Euſebius) you ſend, I perceive, your 
broad to 8 Politicks. You ſhould 4. — js flull 
home that Game in every Tippling · Houſe: It over- rum h 
Town and Country, and is ſunk from an Imbelliſhmentat 
3 Nuſance. Our Coblers and Tinkers take into their Cat 
eration the ardua Regni Negotia, as well as our Parliament 
and leave Holes in Shoes and Pans to mend the Governmen 
I tell you, Sir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all l 
rope beſides; ſo that to import Foreign is to ſend Ole 

. We are, in a Word, peſter'd with thoſe of our 01 
rowth, and, I believe, a Prohibition to ſhip over extern Þ( 
liticks into Ireland might prove no leſs beneficial to the Na 
on, than that of bringing over French Wines, or planting Ti 


bacco. e e | | 
But, Sir, ſup ng our Gentleman arriv'd at Paris ot Veni 
what r ply for thoſe mighty — 
[peak of? In one Place, without doubt, the topping;Miniſte 
of State; in the other, the Counſel di Dieci. Certainly in ſuc 
Schools he may in a ſhort Time run through a Courſe of f 
liticks, and commence Dottor of State-Tricks. But do ye 
think thoſe Achitophels will unveil the Secret Myfteries of the the 
| Maſters to Strangers, and throw before them the Arcana of ti 
Cabinet? No, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town. Int 
ligence, or the Table-Reports of Treating-Houſes ; and th 
you may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with wil 
2 Lading, of Science he is like to freight the Packet-Boat 
his Return. I counſel you rather to furniſh your Son wil 
Gazettes, Mercuries and Clefs des Cabinets, Here he may cats 
Language and Knowledge at the ſame Draught, and polil 
his Tongue and his Brain together. I aſſure you, Sir, I kne 
a Gentleman, who bid fair for the Repute of a Great Mal 
and an Able Miniſter : He topp'd the arab of Don Fred" 
de Toledo; his Air was as Myſterious as his Diſcourſe ; 1 
the Pagan Oracles, he affected Riddle and Innuendos. On 
would have taken bim for the Grand Vizier-General of Eur 
the common Manager of Treaties, and Sole Depoſitory of 
the Cabinet-Reſolutions. Yet he own'd all his Intelligene 


9 Holland News- Books; and when tha Wind blew * | 
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ore in the Brill Packet-boat's Teeth, he was at a Loſs for 
courſe. One would have ſwore a North · weſt Gale had 
kd upon his Brain, and blown his Wit and his Memory 
o Norway or Denmark, 

But, Sir, do you fanſie a Gentleman at his Arrival at Paris 
ds Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politicks? No, no, this 
oint-blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. His Bufineſs is 
oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Underſtanding ; he firſt 
ales his Eye with a View of Verſailles and Marly, and then 
Appetite with all the Delicacies of the Town. 'The' he 
ught from Home the bare Title of Squire, the Pariſians 
Il preſent him a Patent of Peerage, and the Noiſe of a Feune 
Lord will hollow into his Attendance all the Breteurs and 


* * of the Town. And when once he is fallen into ſuch 
Ia, he will ſcarce get out of them till he has deliver'd his 


ſe, and pawn'd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, a young 
in that has Pleaſures in View, will be ſhrew'dly tempte 
taſte whether they be as agreeable to the Palate, as to the 
pht, and charm the Senſe as much as the Imagination ; and, 
odds, he will never ſtand firm againſt the Temptation: 
Ir Fleſh and Blood, accompany'd by Youth, have a ſtrong 
3 to Evil, they plead hard for Liberty, and as eager- 
againſt Conſtraint. And when a: Youth lies at the Mercy 
tA ſuch Tutors, what can be expected but Debauchery ? He 
ll, in a Word, firſt break through the Practice, and then 
W'ough the very Principles of Morality. Befides, he is out 

a Parent's Sight, he is not aw'd by his Preſence, nor with- 
the Reach of his Correction: So that he ranges without 
iraint, and plays the Prodigal without Controul. 


To nder Favour (ſaid the Gentleman) you ſuppoſe me little 
1 ch& in the Extravagances of Youth, when you fanſie I will 


the Reins on my Son's. Neck, and abandon his to his own 


WI 

oat Widuct. Tho' (God be thank'd) his Behaviour be Regu- 
n wil nd Untainted, his Innocence may be ſurpriſed. Youth 
cat 2 Natural Tendency to Lewdneſs ; it wants Experience 
poliW*%:ve Temptation, and Reſolution to encounter it. In. fine, 
knen and Carleſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open 


vided him a ſober Governour, who knows Thongs and 
an; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconſiderable 
ture: He is a Man of Parts, talks well, and, I hope, lives 
er. Such a Perſon is able to Kop the Sallies of Youth, to 


4 eit into the Bounds of Decency by his Authority, and to 
ligen mutt it by his Prudence. | . 
om 0 | 


Li This 


Surprize. Now, to obviate this Inconvenience, I have 


ti and rides Poſt into Buſineſs: He returns equipp d fo 
Ee quipp 


Canton or Hans-towwns. 


| Maſters to Strangers, and throw before them the 4rcanz of th 


you may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with wh 
2 Lading, of Science he is like to freight the Packet-Boat * 
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Beſides, Sir, he learns the Great Myſtery of Foreign Golf 
vernments; their Fort, and their Foible ; the Intereſts of Prin 
ces, and their Dolges And thus at the ſame Time he ſeaſot 
Pleaſure with Profit; he ſtages (if I may ſay ſo) into Poli 


oyment, and rigg'd out for an Embaſſy at leaſt, to thi 


Oh, Sir, (ſaid Euſebius) you ſend, I perceive, your Son 
broad to 4.5 Politicks. You ſhould 4.— 165 = fluſh a 
home that Game in every Tippling · Houſe: It over-runs botl 
Town and Country, and is ſunk from an Imbelliſhment int 
a Nuſance. Our Coblers and Tinkers take into their Conf 
deration the ardua Regni Negotia, as well as our Parliament 
and leave Holes in Shoes and Pans to mend the Government 
I tell you, Sir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all I 
rope beſides ; ſo that to import Foreign is to ſend Owlst 

. We are, in a Word, peſter'd with thoſe of our ow 
rowth, and, I believe, a Prohibition to ſhip over extern Pc 
liticks into Ireland might prove no leſs beneficial to the Nat 
— than that of bringing over French Wines, or planting Id. 

CO. f :- en 

But, Sir, luppoling our Gentleman arriv'd at Paris or Venic 
what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty Advantages yo 
ſpeak of ? In one Place, without doubt, the toppin Male 
of State; in the other, the Counſel di Dieci. Conia in ſuc 
Schools he may in a ſhort Time run through a Courſe of Pc 
liticks, and commence Doctor of State- Tricks. But do yo 
think thoſe Achitophels will unveil the Secret Myſteries of thei 


Cabinet? No, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town. Inte 
ligence, or the Table Reports of Treating-Houſes ; and the 


his Return. I counſel you rather to furniſh your Son wii 
Gazettes, Mercuries and Clefs des Cabinets, Here he may catch 
Language and Knowledge at the ſame Draught, and poli | 
his Tongue and his Brain together. I aſſure you, Sir, I kne 

a Gentleman, who bid fair for the Repute of a Great Ma 
and an Able Miniſter : He topp'd the Gravity, of Don Fred's 
de Toledo; his Air was as Myſterious as his Diſcourſe ; lik 
the Pagan Oracles, he affected Riddle. and Innuendos. VIE 
would have taken him for the Grand 8 of Eurojt 
the common Manager of Treaties, and Sole Depoſitory of 
the Cabinet-Reſolutions. Yet he own'd all his Intelligene 
to Holland News-Books ; and when tha Wind blew . 
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Shore in the Brill Packet-boat's Teeth, he was at a Loſs for 
Jiſcourſe. One would have ſwore a North-weſt Gale had 
ork'd upon his Brain, and blown his Wit and his Memory 
io Norway or Denmark, 
But, Sir, do you fanſie a Gentleman at his Arrival at Paris 
ads Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politicks? No, no, this 
point blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. His Buſineſs is 
oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Underſtanding ; he firſt 
wales his Eye with a View of Verſailles and Mavly, and then 
u Appetite with all the Delicacies of the Town. 'The' he 
wught from Home the bare Title of Squire, the Pariſians 
ll preſent him a Patent of Peerage, and the Noiſe of a Feune 
Lord will hollow into his Attendance all the Breteurs and 
arpers of the Town. And when once he is fallen into ſuch 
nds, he will ſcarce get out of them till he has deliver'd his 
re, and pawn'd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, a young 
an that has Pleaſures in View, will be ſhrew'dly tempte 
taſte whether they be as agreeable to the Palate, as to the 
zt, and charm the Senſe as much as the Imagination; and, 
zodds, he will never ſtand firm againſt the Temptation: 
ir Fleſh and Blood, accompany'd by Youth, have a ſtrong 
endency to Evil, they plead hard for Liberty, and as eager-. 
againſt Conſtraint. And when à Youth lies at the Mercy 
luch Tutors, what can be expected but Debauchery ? He 
Will, in a Word, firſt break through the Practice, and then 
tough the very Principles of Morality. Befides, he is out 
a Parent's Sight, he is not aw'd by his Preſence, nor with- 
the Reach of his Correction: So that he ranges without 
firaint, and plays the Prodigal without Controul., 
Under Favour (ſaid the Gentleman) you ſuppoſe me little 
in the Extravagances of Youth, when you fanſie I will 
the Reins on my Son's. Neck, and abandon his to his own 
duct. Tho' (God be thank'd) his Behaviour be Regu- 
and Untainted, his Innocence may be ſurpriſed. Youth 
a Natural Tendency to Lewdneſs ; it wants Experience 
wave Temptation, and Reſolution to encounter it. In fine, 
on and Carleſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open 
Surprize. Now, to obviate this Inconvenience, I have 
bvided him a ſober Governour, who knows Things and 
n; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconfiderable 
ure: He is a Man of Parts, talks well, and, I hope, lives 
ur WFicr. Such a Perſon is able to ſtop the Sallies of Youth, to 
oe it into the Bounds of Decency by his Authority, and to 
igen ruct it by bis Prudence. ts 7 
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This Caution (anſwer'd Euſebius) is Laudible and Prudent d! 
but I afſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers Expectation : I harp! 
known Governours who wanted Governours themſelves, dy. 
were ten times more fit to receive than to give Inſtructia 
Their Religion was as looſe as their Manners 3 they beliere 
any Thing for Intereſt, and practiſed any Thing for Pleaſun 
Now, when the Governour is Diflolute, who can expect N 
gularity from the Pupil? But e him clear of theſe ln 
putations, it's {till a Queſtion, whether the Young Man eith 
reſpects or eſteems him: If not, it's odds, his Inſtructio 
will make no Ro. They may beat the Ear, but wi 
never touch the Heart. He may as well chaſtiſe the Wind 
that Spark into Sobriety, who diſeſteems his Perſon, II 
Man reinforces the Counſel, and perſwades more oftentin 
than he reaſons. | | 

But farther, a Young Man paſt Twenty is a reſty Cre 
ture; his Paſſions are at their full Growth, and conſequent 
Ungovernable. They contend hard for Liberty, and it's tt 
to one Pleaſure will get the better of Precept: For in tb 
Age Senſe affects more than Duty; and the agreeable enchar 
more pawerfully than the lawful. When the Law declar 
him Major, he will not eafily ſubmit to the Slavery of:Mi 
rity, (i. e.) he will not be rid by Governours, nor led by f 
dants like Children by their Hanging-ſleeves. He ſuppo 
he can walk by himſelf, and ſtand upon his own Legs; a 
thus becomes ſo unruly, that he will neither lead nor dri: 
What a fine Menage did I ſee at Paris between a Tutor 21 
his Pupil? They liv'd in a State of War; the one camp'd 
the Fauburg St. Germain, the other in the Rue de Temple; a 
had not the Seize run between, they might have come to! 
tion ; at laſt they agreed upon a Treaty : But before it 
brought to a Concluſion, as many Couriers run between the 
as from Gertrudenburgh to the Hague or Verſailles, 

I am ſenſible (ſaid the Gentleman) theſe Inconvenieng wi 
happen; and when a Pupil undervalues the Perſon of his G 
vernour, he ſeldom approves his Counſel : For it goes again 
the Grain to conform to the Advice of thoſe we contemn. E 
fides, we preſume Reaſons cannot riſe above the Level of thc 
that propoſe them: So that when we entertain a low Opin! 
of a Perſon, we diſable his Friendſhip, and put him under We 
Impoſſibility of doing us any good. For this Reaſon, I ha 
pitch'd upon a French Miniſter 5 his Parts will call for Eſtee 
and his Character for Reſpe&. e 

Upon a French Miniſter (reply'd Zuſebiu) What do 5e 

mean? Are our own Countrymen ſo deſtitute of Trade 
. : ” go 


TRE. 


» q * * 
. "# | * 
* f 4 , 


: 


The GENTLEMAN Insravere. — 483 


od Nature and Probity, that you could not fall upon one 
npleatly furni{h'd for the Employment? Good God! My 
dy's Woman muſt be Fremb, as well as my Lord's Valet de 
bre; we cannot eat, unleſs French Cooks ſerve us up Ra- 
uts, nor dreſs but a la mode de France. We hate the Nation; 
Wt cannot live without the Natives. They ſcrew themſelves 
0 the chief Families, andengroſs'both Places of Truſt and 
fit, ſo that their Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour. For 
y enjoy abroad more Plenty, than they durſt have expected 
home. Who can reconcile this Conduct to our Clamours? 
ho will not think we rail in Jeſt, when we thus careſs in 
? And that our Hearts are French, as well as our 
oaths? - | 
e complain the Church of England is over-run with Fana- 
ſm, that the Presbyterians over-top it in Number and: Qua- 
; What wonder? When French Miniſters train up the No- 
ty? Their Religion is Puritan, Thrice Refined'; their Zeal 
more Heat than Light, and more Peevi ſhneſs than-Cha- 
. How often have they in France, made Room for their 
ligion'with the Sword; and bought Liberty of Conſcience 
Slaughter and Devaſtations? They are Republicans in 
nciples and Practice, and ſeldom obey when it's in their 
ver to command. G30 IS 7d t 46-5 | 
Now, is it likely. theſe Gentlemen will train up their 1 
ie Obedience to the Church? No, no; I would as ſoon 
i Youth' to learn Chriſtianity of the Muſiy, as the Do- 


ane of the Church of England of theſe: Monfieurs. They hate 


very Conſtitution of its Government, and long ſince pro- 
red its Ceremonies Fooliſh and Impious. Det us then 
to wonder, the Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to 


wenticles: French Miniſters have brought Apoſtaſie inta 


ion, and raiſed the Spirit of Faction in England, as well 
Fance; and, I fear, the Infection will dilate; ſo long as 


end! wind themſelves into Eceleſiaſtical Benefices; and govern | 


I Children of the Nobility: | 
et waving a Fench Miniſter's Religion, Tam not thorough- 
gerſwaded of his other Abilities. I fear he will rather con- 
his own Intereſt, than his Pupil's Improvement, and hus- 
d the Occaſion to his'own Advantage. For thoſe Gentle- . 
b{:ttle not among us to ſpend, but to gain; to ſupply pre- 
Neceſſities, and to lay in Proviſions againſt Age and Ac- 
ns. Now, a Man that has Preferment in View, and 2 
une in his Head; will probably take the ſhorteſt way to 
WW ourney's End. Al generous Freedom” (he knows) as the 
ald goes, is no thriving Quality; wholeſome Ad vice, if 
| 11 2 Unpa⸗ 
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Unpalatable, revolts the Stomach, and altenates the Aﬀe 
on ; that thoſe, who countenance Vice, are better paid, th 
thoſe that preach up Vertue. This is a ſtrong Temptation 
the Governour to ſlacken the Reins, to endear the you 
Gentleman to him by all the little Tricks of Condeſcendan 
and Flattery ; and then the Pupil commands, and the Gore 
nour ſays Amen to all his Extravagances. | 
It's True; he betrays his Truſt ; but alas, Sir, Traitors; 
no Phoenix's in our Age. However, he is True to his ln 
reſt ; and I find few ſolicitous of others Concerns, if thy 
own Work goes on kindly. He may indeed fear a Reprima 
from the Father; but then he hopes a Fortune from the 80 
and (believe me) 8 Coin affects more than Hard Wor, 
You know, Sir, Men are more prone to adore the Riſing th 
the Setting Sun, and to fawn on thoſe who enter upon an 
ſtate, than thoſe who refign it. A 
You are then, I perceive, (ſaid the Gentleman) no Admi 
of Travelling,: You are for breathing our Natiye Air, 
growing Grey under our own Elevation. 
I ſay not ſo neither, (anſwer' d Euſebivs) I am not Abſolu 
ly for it, nor Univerſally againſt it. Travels may imprc 
ome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for x & high 
Employments, and render others unworthy of the loweſt. 
think it convenient for the Prime Nobility to take a walk 
to the Neighbouring Kingdoms; for ſuch are mark'd out 
Publick Buſineſs ; they are, as it were, by Birth fix dN 
Court, and may pretend to a Place at the Council Table, 
to fit at the — End of the Government, Now, Peoi 
in ſuch Circumſtances ſhould lay in a competent Stock 
French and Dutch, that they may treat in Perſon, not by Pr 
and Interpreters. For Buſineſs goes on ſlowly when car 
on by Deputy, and Miniſters ſeldom agree when one und... 
ſtands not the other. It's proper for them to make ſome 
quaintance with Penſionar _— and Monſieur de Torcy, bei 
they go over with a Character and Credentials. For y! 
Quality of a Friend may haſten the Diſpatches of the! 
ory and the Capacity 'of the one forward the Work of 
Other. Haute ' 2641635 4 
But then, I think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank ſhould 
always be upon the Ramble ; eſpecially thoſe who raiſe 
their Pretenſions to Court · Offices, but confine their Ambit 
to the Dignity of a Country-Juſtice, or look no 1 et ou 
the Place of a Deputy- Lieutenant: In fine, thoſe who are eig 
out for the Country, and defign to ſpend their Time and tiges e 
Money among their Neighbours. n ;7 
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een, Becauſe Foreign Breeding is not 2 la mode out of Ton. 
tal; too fine complexioned fora Village, and is uſeleſs as a 
n Woch and Six in the Mountains of Glamorganſbire.: He will 
uE:cce meet an Qccafion once in a Twelve-moath' to practiſe 
aucb or Italian; and a Country-Dance well perform'd will 
Neceive more Applauſe than a French Minuit, Saraband or Ric- 

me. Beſides, our Dn Air will tarniſh the Luſtre of 
utlandiſh-Behaviour: Tim and Converſation will waſh off 
be Varniſh, and then Ariftotle's* Aphoriſm, Carruptio optimi fit 
na, will have Place; the beſt . the 
oſt, and the fineſt Gentleman makes the moſt compleat 


aon. For what can be more Antick, than Ruſticity cut 
nl Breeding ? Methinks, it reſemblee Canvas laid on! Satin, 
th Embroidery: on Linſy-woolſy. Eee dor „nne 


Scondly, A Gentleman train d up in the: Senſual Freedoms 
ſenice, and the Gaudy Pageantry of Paris will return with 
durfeit of a Country Like. He will regard his Home as a 
mi ſument, and his on Houſe as a Dungeon. An fralian 
!mphony ſtrikes the Organ more ſmoothly than that of a 
ick of Hounds: Comedies, Qperas, and Publick Entradoes 
f Princes and Embaſſadours dra more pleafing ProfpeCtives. 
| the Eye, than thoſe of Dunghills or Cabans. Gay Com- 
any affects more than Solitude 3 and Balls ſet off with all the 


Ik littering Gawdery of Silk aud Silver are far more tranſport- 
ut | than Country- Wakes::: +1709 Ml 1 ry Sas! 

xd, Now, 4 Gentleman that returns overgrown with: theſe No- 
© Pons, byaſs'd with theſe Inclinations, will he:reliftthe Cam- 
beoign, and pen up his Perſon and Happineſs in a Village? 
ock o, no, he will take up in Town; and only viſit his Mancir 
*. refreſh his Lungs or his Purſd. Since the midale of the 


t Age our way of Living ib no wore Exglſ»'; Hike our Lan- 
unqquge, it's piec'd\up;of 'Frenob' and Hallan 3 and to compleat 

de Oleo, we: have thrown into the Compoſition the Vices of 
bllayd and Germany. The Nobility: withdraws from the Coun» 
ty into Town : That Noble:Hoſpitality proper to our Nati- 
is out of Uſe, and almoſt out of Memory, and thoſe Lar- 
elles that entertain'd the Poor, run in another Channel: 


zue {weeps away one Part, Gawdy Equipages, or Miſſes 
3 de other. 15 the mean time, the Provinces are drain'd of 
" en and Money. Some tun to Town to ſpend Eftates, and 
yo 1 hers to gain them. The Ancient Seats of the Nobility are 


out to Fack-Daws and Sereech Ozvls, or tumble under the 
yr eight of Time, and Cattle graze upon their Ruins; Fam 
nd "Ws ef abi Troj a fuit. 8 

Ii 3 We 


1 F 


486 WT” The GENTLEMAN INSTRUCTED. 


We may date this Change from the time Trayelling becan 
Gentile, and Wandering 4 la nod. Foreign Commerce b 
brought in Foreign Cuſtoms 3 and as conquer d Greece and { 
overcame the Raman Vertue and Sabriety, ſo France and lis 
have debauchꝭd ours. n 

However, I acknowledge a Young Man may improve 
Travelling, if Cautionibe uſed: For beyond Sea there a 
Great Vertues as well as Great Vices, and Examples that 
ſerve Imitation as well as Awerſton. You may poliſh d 
Body and the Mind, better the Gentleman, and perfect i 
Chriſtian. 11 3508 2 -(@ ©6039: | $1171 ) 
enn, 550A B00. 1. 13 
ln the Firſt Place, piteh upon 2 Vertuous and Prudent 
vernour. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind Guic 
their Jaurney will end in a Precipice, ambo in ſaueam cadent, 
Man that over looks his 1 to Gad, will: not put 2 

I in mind df his. Qur InſtaiCtions and Practice are gener: 
y of a Tiece p and if this be tainted; thoſe are feldom 
EAI Feen dit. enen | | 
Let him be Prudent, neither too * an the one hang 
nor too ſevere an the other. It's no leſs Dangerous to kee 
too heavy an hand over à Gentleman, than too light; andt 
baulk all his Defires, than nne. A Governour may loſe h 
Authority hy too much Stifneſs, as well as by too much Ce 
deſcendence. And if he commands with Haughtineſs, k 
will certhinty'be:diſobey'd. -.'Fo refule a Young” Man * 
Liberty is a Temptation to take it, and if once the Ice is 
ken, he will ſhake off Dependance and diſcard Reſpect. 
n Fi a ee ee RT 6:15 
I would not have a great Fault pb without a ſaitable Coli 
rection, nor a ſmall one puni ſnid beyond Proportion: For 
the Reprimands are equal, the: Young: Man will fanſie ti 
Faults are alfo,':and then he will conclude- it's better to 
teaz'd for ſomething, than to be rated for nothing. Whe 
we draw near One and Twenty, Severity is out of Seal 
we may be led indeed into our Duty by Kindneſs, but hardl 


hectour'd into it by Roughneſs. | A Governour may maint. d lea 
his Character, if be pretends only to adviſe, but will certain | 
ly forfeit it, if he preſumes to command with Empire anjſÞ"s © 
Superciliouſneſs: And, therefore; I would rather have hi em 
walt upon his Pupil as a Companion than as 2 word and a Ceſ eat 
for ; and ply him more with Goünſel than Authority. Wire 


often yield fran 
to the other. 


kly to the one, and always with Repugnan . | 
| 4. Le onſ 
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Let him not ſtay too long in a Great City; When he has 
ew'd what is worth Obſervation,” let him purſue his Jour- 
ey. A ng oy breeds Acquaintance, and Acquaintance 
xpoſes to auchery, A Man that knows no Body will 
ve no Temptation to tempt another to ill, and is but of the 
anger of being tempted ; for who will ſet upon an T#ognito ? 
amiliarity goes before Criminal Affi gnations; and Privacy 
ins the way for Extravagance. | 


There is not; perchance, a City in the World better ſtock'd 
th Men of Parts and polite Behaviour than Paris; and none 
ore eafie and ſociable to Strangers. A Young Man may im- 
ove by ſuch Converſation : He may enlarge his Underſtand- 
g and open to himſelf a more extenfive Proſpect than b 

udy and Application: And thus he will enter into a hand- 
me Proviſion of Senſe, not only without Trouble, but even 
ith Delight: He will raiſe a Fortune in Knowledge, with- 
t the Drudgery of Study, and tranſplant another's Science 


io his own Skill. 


| b | EM 6. F þ . ö 
But then, if he may better himſelf by the Company of Men, 
e will certainly expoſe himſelf to a Thouſand Dangers. If 
e frequents the Converſation of Women, their Language 
arms, their Expreſſions inſinuate, and their Air is impo- 


ng ; they paint Gallantry with Wit, and both with Free- 


Im ; ſo that at the ſame time they attack the Underſtanding 


id Will, and conquer both almoſt without Reſiſtance. How 


any have I known of our Natron fafcinated by theſe Syrens, 


chanted by theſe Circes, They ſtole away their Hearts and 
teir Heads; empty'd their Brain and their Purſe, and com- 


katly equip'd 'em for a Mad-houſe or an Hoſpital. The 
ffion was too Strong for Precept, and the Oratory of the 


Mady's baffled the Counſel of Governours. For Love iswith- 


u Ears, as well as without Eyes, and, what is worſe; with- 
it Underſtanding. It's true, we ſend our Children abroad 
learn French Couttſhip as well as Modes; but this Efrand 


Fs Unchtiſtian as Unneceſſary. We carry the Principles of 


lis Science within us, and Nature alone will teach it at 
dome without the Afliſtance of Outlandiſh Preceptors. Toa 
teat a Proficiency in the Art is rather to be fear'd than Igno- 
ice ; and it's Ten to One, that in ſpite of Caution Young 
en will improve it ſome Years too ſoon, than a Moment too 
te, And this is the Reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and therr 
ſcience in France and Italy; and others return with à poor 
fe, and ſome with an impudent Curtizan. 7.1 


within the Bounds of Duty. I am w 
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2 We, ber 
Il would not have a Gentleman ſquare his Obſervation vas 
Cred 


Dr. Lyſter's Memoirs of Paris; N below Remark, and f 
better on an Ignoramus, than on a Fellow of the Royal Societ 
or a Gentleman. Let him not therefore trifle away his Tims 
in examining whether Aſparagus taftes ſweeter in April g 


January; or the Roman Lettuces better than our Sileſcan, i ſon 
the Fiacres more conveniently hung than my Lord Embaſſi leave 
dour's Coach; let him not trot about to view Rare Collect blaſp 


ons of Cockle-ſhells, or Skeletons, or Todpoles and Spiders 
For after all, theſe Diſcoveries are not worth the Candle 
nay, within an Ace as ridiculous as Caligula's Journey to thy 
Sea-ſhore to load his Army with this childiſh Trumper 
Laſſels Voyage will be far more uſeful than Lyſer's ; it wil 
furniſh Matter for Inquiry and Obſervation, and both Deligh 
and Inſtruct your Journey. Here is a ſhort Draught of t 
Advantages and Diſadvantages of Travelling. I have giver 
you my Judgment of the Matter, and leave to your Prudenc 


the Determination. 3 | 
I am Infinitely oblig'd (ſaid the Gentleman) for your Ad 
vice and Freedom; and am perſwaded Young Men myſt no ber 
be ſent Abroad without Care and Caution. I will take th T 
moſt Juſt Meaſures Prudence can ſuggeſt, to keep my Soi the 
olly of your Opinion nize 

that Vertue is the moſt accompli ſhin — 4 —.— of a Gentake 
tleman, that this alone renders him Amiable in this World for t 


and Happy in the next. 5 


FF 1 : * n e ut! 


2 ; 5 . 


DIALOGUE vi Si 
Of the SOUL's IMMORTALITY.” zum 


FT, USEBIUS was invited in Chriſtmas by a Gentleman t ſerv, 
an Entertainment. He found a great deal of Company 
who were reſolv'd to be Merry; there were ſome ſobe 
Gentlemen among them; but then others were of the Town 
Cut, Young God-damme's, that ſpoke ill, and liv'd worſe. The) 
had placed their Requiem in this World, and turn'd off al 
Thoughts of the other; and when Claret had warmed the 
Head, Impiety broke out at the Tongue ; their Hearts ſat up 
on their Lips, and diſcover'd to the Company the Corruptio 
that lurk'd within, and one might read the Secrets of thel 


Souls in their Words. Some were for the High-Church, * 
| the 


* 


6 
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thers for the Low, and moſt for No Church. Their Faith | 
Nos Faction and Intereſt, and Paſlion the Sole Motives of 
Credibility. e 5 : 
A Grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke the In- 
me plence of the daring Salmoneans : Gentlemen, (ſaid vo) this 
Diſcourſe neither ſuits with your Company, nor your Profeſ- 


laves Nature in a kind of chill. If you take the Liberty to 
blaſpheme God, and play upon Religion, I muſt take the 
Freedom to defend both; to defire you to leave the Subject 
or the Room. For to be ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, 
they are Penance and Mortification to the Company. God 
will call you to Account one Day; and if he winks at your 
Impieties in this World, he will puniſh them in the other.. 
One of the Blades (whom I call 4A received the 
Correction with a Smile. If God (ſays he) vouchſafes to let 
ne run my Courſe ſmoothly in this World, I will venture his 
Anger in the next. For to be plain, I am of Mr, Dryden's D- 
pinion 53 Our Minds are perpetually wrought on by the Temperament 
of our Bodies, which makes me ſuſpe# they are nearer allied, than ei- 
ther our Philoſophers or School=Divines will allow them to be. 
That is, (replied the Gentleman) our Soul is Indiſtinct from 
the Body: Or in plain Exgliſp, nothing but an Heap of Orga- 
nized Matter; this is a fine Scheme: The Syſtem a la mode 
naked out of the Aſhes of Hobbs and Pomponatius, and ſquared 
tor the Latitude of Libertiniſm ;. that Poſt Mortem nulla Volup- 
tas, removes, rubs and plains the way for Liberty; for when 
the Proſpect of another Life is ſhut up, Men may ſport with- 
vt Reſtraint, and play without Remorſe ; but this is to pre- 
tend to Wit, to con the Poets. ia) 
Sir, (laid Athymizs) leſs of Exclamation if you pleaſe, and 
nore of Reaſon: Heat muſt not decide the Queſtion, but Ar- 
zument. Iam not for Implicit Faith, nor over-reſigning to 
Authority ; my way is to examine before I aſſent, and to pre- 
n tffferve Reaſon in its Jul Liberties : Abſolute Submiſlien keeps 
ans in a kind of Minority; it palls the Underſtanding, and ex- 
obeFWpoles us to Impoſture ; always to walk on Crutches 1s the way 
ownWto loſe the .Uſe of our Limbs, and to ſteer by another's Rea- 
hei on, to forfeit the Benefit of our own. tit n 
ff Reaſon (anſwer'd a; cu is an Excellent Thing; but thoſe, 
tha ho bear the Charter by which they enjoy it, ſeem not over- 


t upſWiond of the Poſſeſſion; if your Soul be Material, what be- 
ptioſß comes of this Topping Prerogative ? Man muſt draw in his 
thei Figure, and herd with Beaſts : At moſt there will be no 


o ! more Difference between them than between a Fox and a Reetle, 
the | n 


Or 


fion : It makes the very Soul of a Chriſtian ſhrink back, and 


* 
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or. Scotch-Cloth and Fine Holland; the Materials are the ſame, I Six: 
the Diſtinctien lies in the Fineneſs of the Contexture. ſelf, 


I confeſs, (reply'd Athymins) I ſhould eſteem my ſelf Happy, B 
were I unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate my ſelf le way 
than popular Errours make me; for after all, to turn Advo- 2 M 
cate againſt one's ſelf, to plead againſt our Greateft Prerogz-W I 
tive, and to diſpute one's ſelf out of a Poſſibility of being that 
Happy in the next World, is the Greateſt Miefortune that cn mor 
befal a Man in this, but Truth muſt have Place., I love to your 
know my juſt Dimenſions, and as I ſcorn to refign the leaſt Ma M 
Perfettion that belongs to my Nature, fo Iwill never uſup Wand 
thoſe that are Foreign : I'll not grow Great by 3 nor Ml your 
claim a Dignity ſupported by Ignorance and Viſion. If you 
can prove by dint of Reaſon my Soul is Immortal, I'll ſub- Jour 
mit to Demonſtration ; and you ſhall fee by my Conduct I If 
expect Heaven as the Recompence of Vertue, and fear HellWtoin 
as the Puniſhments of Vice. pray 

Under favour, (ſaid Euſebius) methinks, your Opinion calls HM cpp 
louder for Demonſtration than mine; for if it prove falſe, you Nn 
forfeit Heaven for the Miſtake, and muſt groan under all the barb 
Thorns of the Damned into the Bargain; whereas I ſhall 3 1 
off with the Satisfaction of living like a Man, tho' I die like Arg. 
2 Beaſt. And tho' I am not Happy in the next World, I ſhall I Tel] 
be out of the Reach of Miſery. In fine, I bid fair for Hea-WW I: 
ven, tho' I fall ſhort of my Pretenſions. But howevet, ſee- Ban 
ing you put me upon the Proof, Ill condeſcend to your De- Hriſor 
fire ; yet though you promiſe to ſubmit to Evidence, I cannot 
be ſatisfied of the Performance. 

Il ſuppoſe, Sir, you will take the Word of a Gentleman 
(reply'd Athymizs.) 
| The Word of a Gentleman (anſwer'd Exſebiv;) made of 
Soul and. Body rs as far with me as a Bond, but your Mat- 
ter and Motion Gentlemen's Credit finks low in my Eſteem; üb 
for look ye, -Sir, any Intle Accident from without may tuffle | 
your preſent Scituation, and jamble you into a New Set of 
olutions; it x 7" Pray z New Train of Thoughts, and 
then adieu to the Old: For Matter and Motions ate bizarfe 
Things, humourſome and capricious to Exceſs; they ate At- 
bitrary and Uncontroul'd; you muſt will and nil as they pleaſe; 
every New Impulſe flings a New Figure and wears off the 
Old fo that you are guided by Fate, and drove on by Charke 
in your Syſtem, and conſequently muſt be an Infidel or a True 
Believer, 'an Honeſt Man or a Knave, in ſpite of your Teeth. 
Now, I can no more truſt ſuch a Man than a Puppet: I will 
not venture 2 Croſs upon his Honour, nor hazard 8 = 
; | 1XPC 


* * , 


* 
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ne, Sixpence upon his Reputation; for who is not Maſter of him- 
ſelf, can be no Slave to his Word. | 40 

But for all that (ſaid Arbymius) my Word will go a great 
mays and my Neighbours look upon it as good a Security as 
a Mortgage, ee | F SOR IAMIDISINIEY 

1 you (anſwer'd Euſebius;) but this is an Inſtance 
that thoſe Neighbours are perſwaded your Soul is ſomethi 
more than Matter, when they take your Word, nay, and 
your ſelf too when you give it; for who but Fools will truſt 
Man that is moved by Chance, that is puſh'd on by Fate, 
and drawn by Neceſſity. Thus you ſee, Sir, you diſavow 
your Tenet when you 28 like a Man, which makes me ſuſpect 
you only abet it, when you intend to play the Beaſt, and chat 
jour Diſeaſe lies more in the Heart than the Head. | 

If you pleaſe (ſaid Atbymiut) cut ſhort and come to the 
Point ; Preambles take up Time and rid no Ground; but 
pay let us not ſteer within Sight of Metaphyſicke, nor fall to 
cappin of Syllogiſms. I am for plain Reaſon without Farad or 
Fucus, and it works more kindly in Honeſt Engliſh than in che 
barbarous Ergotifm of the Schoohles . 
3 am for you (reply'd E»ſebivs) and you ſhall hear thoſe 
ke Arguments that are more eaſily underſtood than confuted. 
all Tell me then, is it better to be à Beaſt or a Man? 
e:. I perceive (anſwer d Aihymius) you are fallen into a fit of 
ee · ¶ Bantering; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the very Compa- 
Je- Iniſon is degrading to Human Nature; he, who prefers a Beaſt 
"ot Ito Man, deſerves to bethrown among then. 


ECL I's 
of + DIALOGUE VIII. 2 80 
at · e vn eee eke mee] 
m ; Wy the Sour BR MORTAL, % bert To nE a BEAST 
* ee e ee AAS MEAN 2c e 8 
0 f * _ . | „ tet 
nd ME, FOUR Anſwer is moſt True, but then your Tenet 
rre ie vo leſs Falſe; give Attention to the Proof; no- 
Ar- | thing falls under Choice but Good, and without 


ſe; {doubt 2 greater Good is preferable to aleſs: Now, Goodneſs 
the nd Happineſs are Synonymous, therefore a greater Happineſs 
e An preferable to a leſs, Our preſent Diſpute falls therefore 
rue within this Compaſs; Whether 4 Beaſt in your Scheme of 
th. Ide Sout's Mortality be more Happy than à Man: I contend 
ill Ni 1s, and prove it chus, gh] | 1 36 EPS 
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It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than thoſe 
of Men, they are neither ſo ſenfible of Heat nor Cold; their 
Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor change with' the 
Barometer. Hence may Diſeaſes fpare them that aſſail us; 
they apprehend not their Pains before they come, nor remem- 
ber them when paſt; they only groan under the preſent, and 
ſo their Dolors are Momentary. 9 

Beſides, their Pleaſures are more affecting than ours, and 
their Enjoyments more pure; they are purchaſed without 
Care, and loſt without rouble z they are neither followed 
with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repentance ; they ate not 
clapt on the Rack by Jealouſie, nor haunted by the Fury of 
Ambition; they are too content to hope, and not miſerable 
enough to fear; they know no more what it is to be greater 
than to be leſs, and therefore take no Meaſures to conſerve 
Fortune, or to better. i. „„ | 

But poor Man hes open to the Aﬀaults of a Thouſand Cz: 
lamities that overlook Beaſts; his Body is an Hoſpital-Gene- 
rab of all Diſeaſes; and he entertains them at the Expence of 
his Eaſe, and (in the End) of his Life too: But the Diſeaſes 
of, his Mind are more Numerous aud more Tormenting ; 
Hope drives one way, Deſpair another; Solicitude diſcom- 

es the Head; Jealouſie the Heart; Envy qualms on bis 
Bowels, Prodigality on his Purſe; he keeps no Mein either 
in Proſperity or Adverſity ; that dra ws his Reaſon, this over- 
ſets bis Patience ; be is inſolent in one State, abject in the 
other; and that his Misfortunes may be without Remedy as 
well as without Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to 
torment himſelf again, and conjures up the Ghoſts of his de- 
82 Pleaſures to transform them into Furies; and when 

e can diſcover in the Future no real Objects of Diſguſts, his 
Imagination creates them. He ſprings camo and trem. 
bles at Monſters that have no Being bat in Fancy.z. yet tho 
they are Fictitious, his Fears are Real, and by Conſequence 

his Miſery. | 
Indeed, he is not without Pleaſures, ' becauſe not without 
Senſe; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bitter Ingre 
dients, that they rather Diſguſt than Delight. What ſha 11 
ſay of thoſe brutiſh Tranſports of Lewdneſe, that hate the 
Sun, and range about in Shades and Obſcurity? Of thoſe 
Obſcenities that make up here the Mahometical Elyſium̃ of Li 
bertines, and in good time will throw them into the real Hel 
of the Chriſtians. In this Point the Advantage ſtands for the 
Beaſts; their Paſſion is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Mans; 


and by Conſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but _ 


* 


* 


_— 


„ 


their Pleaſure is not daſht with Shame, nor bought at the 
Expence of Honour or Conſcience; they contrive no Plots to 
teal Satisfaction, no Intrigues to conceal it; it ends without 
Regret, without Remorſe, and never ſtabs at parting. But 


Fear always ſucceeds Man's Criminal Pleaſures, and even the 


Atheift that laughs at Hell, is at the ſame Time forc'd to 
tremble at it. It therefore the Pleaſures of Beaſts are at leaſt 


equal, and Troubles leſs, we may juſtly conclude even in this 
Point they are more Happy. 


It's True, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe againſt. 
Death, but then they march off without Concern, and re- 


ceive the Blow without Reluctancy, becauſe without Know- 


ledge; but this parting Pang hangs cruelly in our Heads, and 
i! P 8 — 7 


ſometimes dyes them Grey before the Age of Twenty. For 
after all, it's an unpleaſant Reflection, that we muſt fink into 
State of Infignificancy, and become cumberſome to our 
ſelves, and unacceptable to others; that we muſt grow leſs 


ind leſs, and fall away by Inches. In fine, that though we 
nurſe up centinually the Decays of Nature, Death will be too - 


hard for Doctors and Surgeons, and tear us from the Enjoy- 


ments of all thoſe Senſual Objects, in which we place our 


Requiem. So that I muſt conclude, that ſeeing Beaſts (in your 


Be than a Man. 


The Conſequence is Shameful, beyond Scandal, and a Man 


muſt be weary or ignorant of the gene of his Nature to ad- 
mit it. What! does the Happineſs of an Horſe deſerve Envy? 


Is the Puniſhment of Nebauchadonozar become an Ornament to 
.Mthe Whole Species? Such a Creature ſhould be thrown below 


his Kind, and condemn'd to wander on the Mountains with 
Bears and Lions. 


Athym. You have held forth with much Emphaſis upon the 


Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man ; but you flag in 


your Inference : For who would chuſe rather to be a Stone, 


than the moſt wretched Man that ever breathed ? Yet thoſe 
Brave Ages are out of Reach of Fits of the Gout, and unca- 
pable to receive uneaſie Impreſſions. 


Euſeb. Were I ſure my Soul was Mortal, I ſhould chuſe ra- 


ther to remain in a State of Nothing, than to be Miſerable * 


tor I can't underſtand why Being is better than not Being; on- 
ly becauſe in one State we have agreeable Senſations, and 
none in the other; and I declare that Exiſtence without Plea- 
lure here, or hereafter, is no Favour, and with Torment a 
Burthen ; and were I ſure never to be pleaſed, I ſhould wiſh 
my ſelf into Nothing, and pray far Annihilation: For to 

. ; maintain 
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2 are more Happy than Men, it's better to be a 
aft, | 
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It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than thoſe their 
of Men, they are neither ſo ſenſible of Heat nor Cold; their Exp. 
Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor change w 


ith the I fea! 
Barometer. Hence may Diſeaſes fpare them that aſſail us; Regt 
they apprehend not their Pains before they come, nor remem - Fear 
ber them when'paſt ; they only groan under che preſent, and MW Athe 
ſo their Dolors are Momentary. | 29 | 

Befides, their Pleaſures are more affecting than ours, and edu 
their Enjoyments more pure; they are purchaſed without Fein 
Care, and loſt without rouble ; they are neither. followed It 
with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repentance; they ate not Deat 
clapt on the Rack. by Jealouſie, nor haunted by the Fury of gere 
Ambition; they are. too content to hope, and not miſerable I ledg 
enough to fear 3 they know no more what it is to be greater me 
than to be leſs, and therefore take no Meaſures to conſetve after 
Fortune, or to better it. Gu ies 4 | 

But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a Thouſand Cu, eve 
lamities that overlook: Beaſts; his Body is an Hoſpital-Gene-{ nd 
rabof all Diſeaſes; znd he entertains them at the Expence of nurſ 
his Eaſe, and (in the End) of his Life too: But the Diſeaſes hard 
of his Mind are more Numerous aud more Tormenting; men 
moe drives one way, Deſpair another; Solicitude diſcom - Ne. 

es the Head; Jealouſie the Heart; Envy qualms an bis Sup 

Bowels, Prodigality on his Purſe ; he keeps no Meip: either Bea: 
in Proſperity or Adverfity ; that draws his Reaſon, thisoverÞ I 
ſets bis Patience ; be is inſolent in one State, abje&-in the I mut 
other; and that his Misfortunes may be without Remedy as} mit 
well as without Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to | 
torment himſelf again, and conjures up the Ghoſts of his de · I the 
22 Pleaſures to transform them into Furies; and when bis! 

e can diſcover in the Futute no teak Objects of Diſguſts, hid Bes 
Imagination creates them. He ſprings —— and trem- 
bles at Monſters that have no Being bat in Fancy yet tho Haz 
they are Fictitious, his Fears are Real, and by Con equence Jou 
his Miſery. 
ludeed, he ig not without Pleaſures, becauſe not without Pra 
Senſe; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bitter Ingre- pab 
dients, that they rather Diſguſt than Delight. What ſhall 1 
ſay of thoſe brutiſh Tranſports of Lewdneſe, that hate the the! 
Sun, and range about in Shades and Obſcurity 2: Of thoſe 


Obſcenities that make up here the Mahometical El ſium̃ of Li ly 
bertines, and in good time will throw them into the real Hell 0 
_ of the Chriſtians. In this Point the Advantage ſtands-for the f f. 
Beaſts ; their Paſſion is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Mans; A 


and by Conſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but _ 
| the 


- * s 
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their Pleaſure is-not daſht with Shame, nor bought at the 
Expence of Honour or Conſcience ; they contrive no Plots to 


— 


ns Wl ical Satisfaction, no Intrigues to conceal it; it ends without 
: Regret, without Remorſe, and never ſtabs at parting. But 
nM Fear always ſucceeds Man's Criminal Pleaſures, and even the 
1d MW Atheift that laughs at Hell, is at the ſame Time forc'd to 


tremble at it. If therefore the Pleaſures of Beaſts are at leaſt 
equal, and 'Troubles leſs, we may juſtly conclude even in this 
Point they are more Happy. GT 
It's True, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe againſt 
Death, but then they march off without Concern, and re- 
ceive the Blow without Reluctancy, becauſe without Know · 
ledge; but this parting Pang hangs cruelly in our Heads, and 
ſometimes dyes them Grey before the Age of 'Twenty. For 
iter all, it's an unpleaſant Reflection, that we muſt fink into 
State of Infignificancy, and become cumberſome to our 
.WMlves, and unacceptable to others; that we muſt grow leſs 
+ nd leſs, and fall away by Inches. In fine, that though we 
of FW nurſe up continually the Decays of Nature, Death will be too 
fes hard for Doctors and Surgeons, and tear us from the Enjoy- 
g; vente of all thoſe Senſual Objects, in which we place our 
m-M Requiem. So that I muſt conclude, that ſeeing Beaſts (in your 
his © Suppofition) are more Happy than Men, it's better to be a 
der Beaſt, than a Man. #7 20 
er- The Conſequence is Shameful, beyond Scandal, and a Man 
the muſt be weary or ignorant of the * of his Nature to ad- 
as mit it. What ! does the Happineſs of an Horſe deſerve Envy? 
Is the Puniſhment of Nebauchadonozar become an Ornament to 
me Whole Species? Such a Creature ſhould be thrown below 
his Kind, and condemn'd to wander on the Mountains with 
Bears and Lions. X | 
Athym. You have held forth with much Emphaſis upon the 
Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man; but you flag in 
your Inference : For who would chuſe rather to be a Stone, 
than the moſt wretched Man that ever breathed ? Yet thoſe 
out Brave Ages are out of Reach of Fits of the Gout, and unca- 
re- pable to receive uneaſie Impreſſions. 
111 £x/eb. Were I ſure my Soul was Mortal, I ſhould chuſe ra- 
the ther to remain in a State of Nothing, than to be Miſerable ; 
\ofe for I can't underſtand why Being is better than not Being; on- 
Lily becauſe in one State we have agreeable Senſations, and 
gell Done in the other; and I declare that Exiſtence without Plea- 
the [ure here, or hereafter, is no Favour, and with Torment 2 
ns; Surthen ; and were I ſure never to be pleaſed, I ſhould wiſh 
hen my {elf into Nothing, and pray far Annihilation: For to 
7s maintain 


- 
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maintain that a Aſiſrable Being is preferable to no Being, or 10 
Senſible Being, is the wildeſt Theſis that Folly can abet, and, [ 
believe, the Braveſt Champions of this ſtrange Paradox may be 
racked, or even baſtinado'd out of the Errour. 

Athym. Suppofing Beaſts equal Men in the Perception of x 
greeable Senſations, are leſs ſubject to unpleafing ones, yet 
they are void of Reaſon. This Adyantage 1s proper to Man; 
— I muſt tell you, one Grain of Science weighs more than 
a Tun of Senſual Satisfaction; this diſcovers the Beauty of 
Vertue, and the Deformity of Vice, and throws before the 
Will a Thouſand' Reaſons to embrace that, and hate this: A 
Vertueus Man, tho' Miſerable, walks in an higher Sphere, 
than the moſt Happy Beaſt. Who would not charge up to: 
Cannon's Mouth for a- Good Cauſe, and rather expoſe his 
Life than deſert Juftice ? I would rather give u p my Body to 
a Tyrant, than betray a Friend, and die Innocent, than live 
a Fraitour: It's worth coming into the World to go vertu- 
ouſly:out of it. A Man, whoſe Vertue will bear the Trial of 
Pain, without ſhrinking upon the Torture, is more Happy 
than a Debauchee upon the Throne. Suffering renders not 
a: Man bad, or unhappy, but the Cauſe ; Reaſon pronounces 
the Tyrant Miſerable, that murthers Innocence, not the Heroe 
thar dies for it. Seeing therefore, Beaſts are below thoſe No- 
ble Qualities, Wiſdom and Vertue, I muſt conclude, that WW 
the moſt wretched Man is mere Happy, than the moſt Fortu- 
nate Beaſt ; and, therefore, it's better be a Man than a Beaſt. 

| You harangue upon the Excellence of Science like a 
Peripatetick,. and huff upon Vertue like'a Stoick: I never 
read Seneca de contemnenda morte, but, methinks, I hear a Coach 
and Six rattle in the Street; they both make a Majeſtick i 
Noiſe, and almoſt fright and pleaſe at the ſame Time. 4 

Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Vertue a- better; 
but if we ſuppoſe no Future State their Price muſt fall, and 
the Purchaſe of both will never pay the Charges of an Hun- 
dred Objects that fall within the Sphere of our Knowledge; 0 
few pleaſe us, many are indifferent, and moſt torment us. Is 
it ſo diverting an Entertainment to reflect, that Friends be- 
ü — and Enemies perſecute me? That wiſe Men ſcorn, 

Buffoons burleſque me? Were we void of Knowledge, 
how ſltould we languiſh under Hope, or fret under Defire? 
How ſhould: we lie open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or groan un- 
der the Pangs of Deſpair? It's certain, in your Scheme, this 
Mighty Prerogative would rather deſerve the Name of a Curſe 


than of a * for though it made us Greater, it would FJ; 2 


Courage, 


render us more Unhappy. Wo 


2 
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Courage, Fidelity and Vertue are great Advantages, even 
pon the Rack, in Suppoſition of the Soul's Immortality, and 
nnocence in Flames is preferable to Guilt in Power and Plea- 
ure ; for this leads us to an Eternal Miſery, and thoſe to E- 
erlaſting gy wag for certainly, that Creature is far re- 
oved from a State of Happineſs, that muſt account for a 
riminal Satisfaction in Fire and Brimſtone; and he deſerves 
ot the Name of Miſerable, who paſſes. through a ſhort-liv'd 
artyrdom into a perpetual Refreſhment. | 
But then, if our Souls fink into Nothing, when our Bodies 


or that brings preſent Pleaſure, bi: Pain; and then in the o- 
her World, the one fears no Puniſhment, and the other ex- 


tice of Vertue add a Grain of Happineſs to Man, if his 
zoul be Mortal. | 3 
But, what do we talk of Vertue? It's a Chymera in your 


u- 

of iypotheſis; you deſtroy not only the Thing, but the very 
Dy — of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, or Vertue from 
ot Neceſſity; how can we be Matters of our Actions, when we 


es Wire not of our Souls? And if theſe are nothing but a Mixture 
os If Matter and Motion, where is Liberty to act or not act, and 
'o- Wy Conſequence Vertue ? For who deſerves Blame for what 
at We could not avoid, or Praiſe for following the Impulſe of 
u- Neceſſity? | | 


. 4bym. You-may Aouriſh on the Happineſs of Beaſts, and 


a e Miſeries of Man, till Dooms- day; but you will never per- 
er Evade me to truck Nature with an Aſs? 

ch Euſeb. For all that, Sir, Men of your Principles generally 
ck Wake good Progreſs in the Art of — n:en I knew 


me at Twenty, that became Centaures, half Beaſt, half 


r; lan. Reaſon declared them Men, the Ahuſes of it Aſſes; 
nd tem perance Swine, and Lewdneſs Goats or Baboons. 

un - Athy. Reaſon ends when Raillery begins. You have drain'd 
e; Ne Subject, for I perceive Senſe runs low, let us ſtart ano - 
Is Wer Argument. | 


my The SECOND PROOF... 


ge, Feb. If Man's Soul be Mortal, his Summum Bonum muſt 
re? Wit in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the Satisfaction of the 


un- Penſes: For ſeeing his Nature is wholly Material, like that 


his f Beaſts, his End cannot be different. Whence it follows, 
rſe, Nat as Man's Happineſs and Perfection riſe with his Bratali- 
ald ; and that he ſits in the Height of his Greatneſs,, when he 

Ppears as little ag Lewdneſs can make him; n 


, 4 1 4 , 4 9 
> * * o * < 
» 


all into the Grave, Vice has all the Advantage over Vertue; 


z&s no Reward. So that neither Knowledge, nor the Pra- 
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becauſe every Thing is in the full State of its Perfection, when — 
united to its laſt End; then its Capacities are filled, and this 
Society lays aſleep both the Unquietneſs of Defire, and the 
> tormenting Impreſſions of Hope or Fear. If therefore the 
' Pleaſures of Senſe are Man's ultimate Happineſs, the more 
he indulges, the more Happy he is, and more perfect. Where 
fore our King and Parliament ſhould call in all thoſe Last 
that diſcountenance Vice, and fine Lewdneſs. It was an Ad 
of Injuſtice to make em, and is of Cruelty to execute em; 
they ſcare Men from their Duty, and fright them from ther 
Summum Bonum; they ſtigmatize thoſe Actions with Shame 
that deſerve Applauſe, and canonize Sobriety and Self-denizl 
with ſuch as call for Infamy ; for certainly it's laudable 8 
ecute our laſt End with the utmoſt Care and Diligence 
r this we came into the World: Tbe Purſuit of it is out 
Duty, and its Poſſeſſion the Top of our Felicity; therefore 
Rapes, Adulteries, Inceſts, and all thoſe Pleafures that ſmoot! 
the Organ, and oblige the Body, are exempt from Probibit 
on; * e but what is thrown on em by Pre 
judice, Education and Miſtake. WR 
But this is not all or Reaſon tells me, my Sovereign Gos 
is preferable to all others, and that I may comply with any 
Means to purchaſe it: If therefore it be placed in the Senſual 
Operations of this Life, to conſerve it, I may ſwear pro and 
con, 9” F mer God's Goodneſs, and abjure his * I may 
ſheer off from one Religion to another, profeſs all, and be 
lieve none, to fence ag Death. Muſt not that Doctrine 
be Monſtrous in it ſelf, that is ſo flamingly Impious in | 
Conſequences? It's a Spawnof Hell; I wonder it infects no 
the Air, and turns all into Plague and Poiſon. 
Atbym. Under Favour, theſe Inferences low from Miſtgke 
not from the Mortality of the Soul. 
Euſeb. From Miſtake ! if the Soul be Material, muſt not it 
Supream Felicity conſiſt in the Fruition of ſome Temporal 
ſome Senſual Object? 2 | 
* Athym. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 
Euſeb. It is therefore lawful to poſtpone any Inferiour Goo 
to 4 Supream, to hazard all A to inſure the Prin 
ciple. . - 3 | N 
* e e .;: 7.7; FH TE 
 Euſeb, Why: I may at ay Rate conſerve: Life, if in Da 
ger; for this is the Baſis, the Foundation of Happineſs; | 
that if 4 Tyrant commands me to deny God, with a Piſtol i 
one Hand, and a Sword in the other, I may comply witho 
Offence to my Maker, or Scandal to my Neighbour ; and the! 
9 — 
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your Crimes minorum genitum, upon the ſame Account muſt 
and for Vertue. 1 8 88 
a+ > You miſrepreſent my Doctrine, and expoſe it in ſo 
monſtrous a Dreſs, to hollow in the Rabble upon me. I tell 
you therefore once more, it's more Noble to die a Man, than 
olive an Impoſtour: For, (as I ſaid) Man's ultimate Felicity 
nfiſts in the Practice of Vertue, and his Miſery in the Exer- 
iſe of Vice: Now, in the fore- mentioned Circumſtances, we 
nuſt give up our Carcaſs to Fire and Faggot, rather than ſe- 
ure it by a Crime; for of Two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I 
nuſt chuſe the leaſt; now it's leſs to refign Life, than to for- 
it our A that conſiſts in Vertue, by Thefts, Mur- 
hers, or Adulteries. . 2b, WE 
Eyſeb. No more of Vertue as you love Senſe ; in your Scheme, 
ts nothing but Sound and Viſion. | | 
thym. Though the Soul be Mortal, ſome Actions may (I 
reſume) be conform to the Dictates of right Reaſon, and o- 
ters deform, 5 Ae F 
Euſeb. To the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not of Man's; 
Ir Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed off the Liſt of 
War Prerogatives : This Glorious Quality finks into bare In- 
= , nothing claſhes with any innate Principle that ob- 
ges Senſe. 
Beſides, though ſome Actions were deformy and others con- 
bel rm to right Reaſon; yet thoſe could not be worthy of Blame, 
inder theſe of Praiſe, becauſe an Agent compounded of Matter 
\ it9Þd Motion acts by Impulſe and Neceflity, and by Conſe- 
 noience can neither practiſe Vertue nor Vice. 1 
But ſuppofing him capable of Vertue, yet we ſhall find it 2 
e s Evil to . Vertue, than to die in its Defence; for if 
e Soul be Mortal, Death is deſtitute of the very Appear: 
ot it ee of Good; it trips a Man not only of Happineſs, 
oral 


Go — *” 


2 > cÞ © © 


„ 
n 


2 2 


- 


— — 
e 
* — 


mz} 


t of 


to a State of Nothing. Now, Sin {1 your Theology) cor- 
ds the Evil with ſome Grains of Good; it preſerves Life, 
Joode Baſis of Happineſs, and tho' it ſtops the Stream of Feli- 
Prin you place in Vertue, it does not drain it; he may riſe af - 
this Fall, and ſo recover his loſt Happineſs: Death there- 
te being the greateſt Evil, he may purchaſe the Continuati- 
of Life at the Expence of Honour, Honeſty and Conſci- 

ce, 7 
hm. Death for the Defence 6f Vertue, has nothing evil 
t Fancy ; bear off the ghaſtly Vizours, and you will diſ- 
ler nothing hut Charms: Can Imagination frame a Sight. 
te raviſhing than an Heroe that declares for Vertue on the 
=—_ K k ; Scaffold, 


e very Hope of retrieving the Misfortune, for it throws him 


_ — 
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Scaffold, that dares be Honeſt in ſpight of Torments ? Such 
a Noble Cauſe melts an S 'obg Brave Soul into Tranſpon 
and Extaſie; it overſets hit Haculties with Pleaſure; and drown 
them in an Ocean of Delight: To ſoar above the Commer 
Impreſſions of Fear is a Noble Flight, and to laugh in the Fac 
of Torments a beautifying Piece of Courage. | 
Euſeb, For all that, you will give me leave to tell you, Ia 
mire more your Martyr's Stupidity, than his Bravery ; and 
am apt to believe, he would refign you all his Pleaſure, ifo 
would take his Pain into the Bargain. But ſuppoſe he on 
flows with Delight in this critical Moment, he flaſhes int 
Nothing the next. What Proportion therefore is there he 
tween the Loſs of Life that is Eternal, and the Satisfaction 
2 Moment? If therefore the Soul be Mortal, Vice with Pls 
ſure is preferrable to Vertue without Reward, and by Cank 
quence your Heros dies rather worthy of Pity than Applaſe 
| becauſe he chuſes Death void of all Good, before Life the 
Baſis of all Happineſs, and fo crofſes manifeſtly upon tha 
| Statute, by which the preſent Controverſie is tried, Of 7 
Evils the leſs is to be choſen. 


— 


. ._ Þoten 


| DIALOGUE. IX. | 
| If Man's Soul. be Mortar, he has w LAST END. 


F HES E Arguments ab abſurdo, are [ll-feature 
| they raiſe more Duſt than Light, and rather pu 
rle than convince ; give me a direct Proof th 
the Soul is Immaterial, and I fling up the Cauſe. | 
Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſhood, not of Trut 
and when the Sequel is Abſurd; the Theſis cannot be Realo 
able; if therefore a Conſequence of the Soul's Mortality 
upon the known Truth, the Tenet it ſelf muſt be Erroneo 
Theſe Arguments then are well Complexioned, and fit for 
Poſt I aflign them; they ſpring Evidence, and fluſh Conv! 
on ; Obſtinacy may withſtand them, but Reaſon cannot. 
However, give me leave to explain another Inference of 5c 
Opinion, and then I will come to thoſe Proofs you call for, 
Surely, you are not ſo great a Stranger to your own Deir 
as not to feel an Inclination to be Happy; this Paſſion 18 l 
reditary to the Whole Species; it accompanies us in all Sta 
ons, and even to the Death- bed, when all other Appotites! 


ther ſleep or expire, this grows more keen and ravenous: * 
* 4 f . 
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* 
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y has Nature ſtampt on our Souls ſuch a Longing after Hap- 
neſs? Why has it inflamed; us with ſo fond a Paffion, that 
e court, it under 4 Thouſand Diſguiſes? Why has it equip'd 
for Congunths if Victory be impoſſible ? Certaiply at our 
teation, God never intended to treat us like April Fools, by 
nding us on Adventures, that muſt end not only in Diſap- 
pntment, but Affliction. nk on 1 Py, + 
All Philoſophers take it for a Poftulaium, that Natura nibil 
it fruſtra 3 if therefore Nature never acts in vain, the carking 
eſire of Happineſs that haunts us from the Cradle to the 
ffin, may be ſatiated by the Fruition of ſome Object. I 
5 atiated, for Happineſs cannot be Compleat, whilſt we de- 
e what we do not poſſeſs, or fear to be diſcarded of what 
e enjoy; for Defire implies Want in the very Notion, and 
rr a Poſſibility of Want, and both 2 Uneaſineſs and 
( {Mifatisfaction, and by Conſequence exclude Felicity. | 
ow, it's evident, nothing in this World is able to ſatiate 
dale Heart of Man, the Poſſeſiton never anſwers ExpeCtation z 
e moſt promiſing Enjoyments languiſh upon Experience, 
d ſleep upon the Senſes; we row] from the Poſſeſſion of 
e Object, to the Deſire of another; diflatisfied in all States, 
ntent in none. Alexander the Great could never put any 
dunds to his Ambition, though he did to his Conqueſts; his 
efires widen'd with his Dominions, and when he had almoſt 
nquered one World, his Pride would have attempted the 
nqueſt of a Thouſand ; the prodigious Treaſures of the 
could not ſtop his Avarice ; his Wiſhes were as 8 
his Largeſſes: So that his Wants ran higher than his Re- 
nue, though he had Ten Millions of Talents he poſſeſs'd 
thing, becauſe he deſired more; his Pleaſures of Senſe kept 


ce with thoſe of his Power; yet after all he was not Happy, 
cauſe diflatisfied, | YO 


_ Now, if Mighty Princes, who walk on Crowns, and tread. 
y f Silver, who have power to command Pleaſures, and a Fund 
* 7 them, feel the Points of Thorns on Beds of Roſes, 
orie Fangs of Want in the Arms of Plenty, Croſſes in Succeſs 


n Diſappointment in their moſt Fortunate Enterprizes, mu 

e not pronounce them Miſerable in the very Height of their 
licity ? And if it can be found neither in Empire, Riches, 
Ir Senſuality, nor in all together, muſt we not conclude 
Jan's Summum Bonum dwells in a Superiour Region; and that 
16 N ne this World before we can enter upon the Poſ- 
Sta mon or it? 125 . | 
din 2 Word, the Defire of Happineſs is ingrafted in our Na- 
Note, it may therefore be attained, becauſe it's impoſſible 
"ol K k 2 „ 
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Men ſhould be born with a Natural Tendency to a Chymen 
there is no meeting it in this World, therefore we muſt ez: 
pet it in the other; our Souls therefore ſurvive our Bodies 
and if for one Moment, they muſt remain Eternally ; for wit! 
out this perpetual Duration there can be no Content, becauſ 
no wig þ ö r 
Athym. 1 own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge to aſl 
this 3 Bonum of Man: Some have ſeated it on the PM 
nacle of Honouy; others have N it in the Pleaſures 
the Body; but the Firſt is too Thin, too Airy, and too Pre 
carious to ſatiate a Reaſonable Soul; and the Second too B 
tal. Iam inclined to fix it with Arifotle in the Satisfaction 
our moſt Noble Faculty, that has no Dependance on Forty 

r lies within the Reach of Caſualties: Now, it's agreed 
all Sides;'that Nothing comes up tothe Underſtanding, ther 
fore our Felicity muſt conſiſt in the Satisfaction of this G 
rious Faculty. ' 
— But where ſhall we chop upon this Beatifying 0 
ject? | 
a Atbym. The Stately Machine of the World will furniſh us 
large Proſpe& of Contemplation and Pleaſures. I can nevi 
contemplate the Beauty of the Firmament, the fine Subord 
nation of the Celeſtial Orbs, their various, yet regular Ci 
cumvolutions, but I find my ſelf in Rapture and Extalifff 
Sometimes | dive into Cauſes, and conſtrue Virgil by Expet 
ence, Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas : When my Unde 
| ſtanding is pos'd, I ſtep over the Difficulty, and am ev: 
charm'd with my Ignorance ; for a nonplus has its Satisfactie 
er there is a Charm in knowing we are ignorant of ſon 
thing. | 

"Exfcb, This Contemplation is indeed an handſome Diverfic 

but a lean Felicity; and J am apt to think it's far more ca 
ble to puzzle than to content; for alas, we ſurvey thoſe 
je cts that are at hand through Miſts, and thoſe that are rem 
through falſe Proſpectives: So that our Ignorance exte 
wider than our Knowledge, and our Intelle& is rather harali 
with Doubts, and alarm'd with Sufpicions, than regal'd u. 
ſtaunch Demonſtration. Now, I uppoſe, Ignorance ratt 
frets the Underſtanding than ſatiates it; Doubts rack it, 1 
Suſpicions clap it on the Torture: How then can this fine C 
templation you talk of lay aſleep all our Deſires, and pl: 
us in a State of Repoſe? 

But 26h, If Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Penury 
Purſe; If I tug at an Oar, will Contemplation filence Ap] 
tite? Or fill my Purſe ? Or knock off my Chains? Alas, 
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heſe Miſeries fit hard upon a Man in ſpight ot Speculation, 
nd mul be removed by ſome more Effectual Means than 
nowledge. bs... 


ambridge; ſome have no Wit for Studies, ſome no Inclinati- 
n, and others no Leiſure ; Clowns find upon Experiment 
hat Action turns to better Account than Speculation, and you 
ill never perſwade them to truck the Spade for Ariſtotle or 
rchimedes, © 16 0 | lay 11 1. 5 
Again, Women, I ſuppoſe, may lay ſome claim to Happi- 
2 well as Men; SE they US Leave the Diſtaff be ha 
to and contemplate Nature, whilſt they ſhould make Bone- 
ce? I always ſuppos'd the Supream Felicity of every Indivi- 
lual was the ſame with that of the Whole Species; but no, 
varies with Conſtitutions and Employments ; and you treat 
he Sex in England with as little Ceremony as the Bonzees in 
an, who diſcacd them of all Title to Happineſs ; but this 
to poſtpone the Scripture to Pomponatius; to rely more on 
be auer of an Atheiſtical Pedant, than on the Authority 
Jeſus Chriſt. Os 
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DIALOGUE X. 
Tie SOUL is IMMATERIAL, 


I muſt comply with your Deſire. . 
: | 


rid Man is a free Agent, and by Conſequence his Soul draws not 
cans Origin from Matter. Sure you will not oblige me to prove 
e OThing ſo clear, ſo evident. We experience this Liberty in 
ur Actions; we may continue the preſent Diſcourſe or inter- 
pt it: I am not neceſſitated to ſpeak, nor you to hear me. 


araſſ pon this perſwaſion of Freedom, Commerce is carried on 


id Government founded : Who would truſt a Neighbour, 
ere he not perſwaded che were in his Power? And why 
ould a Murderer leave his Life on a Gibbet, if the Crime 
e Cu unavoidable ? In fine, why do all Commonwealths diſ- 
rage Vice by Puniſhments, and encourage Vertue by Re- 

ards, but upon this Univerſal Perſwaſion, That. Man is a 
ſee Agent? This being promiſed, I argue thus. 


Liberty is a poaver to act and not act, when all Things pre- required 


8 


zaly, All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Oxford and 
t 


PO OU called for dire& Proofs of the Immateriality, 


Action are ready; for no nl be conceived Free that 
on e K 3 * 18 
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3s Antecedently determined to one fide of a Contradidtia the 
Now, if there be a Power in Man, that can ſuſpend an Ac. 
on, when all Things pre-required are preſent, its Action d 
pends not upon any Diſpoſition either in the Object or Organ 
and by Conſequence, it muſt be independent of Matter; but 
if the Abba bo Independent, the Power it ſelf muſt bek 
alſo; for no Operation can be mbre perfect than its Cauſe, 


If you ſay the Will is not determined by it ſelf, bur by the * 
Charms of ſome apparent Good, or ſome material Diſpoſitiai i O 
in or without the Organ, you overthrow the very No tion df * 


Liberty; for then it can no more abſtain from Action, tha 
the Eye, when all Things neceſſary for Viſion are preſenW- 
Seeing therefore, Man is ſappoſed Free, and that Freedom ir 
Incompatible with a Determination that proceeds from an 
Previous Diſpoſition in Matter, yet we muſt conclude it de 
termines it ſelf, and by Conſequence, is Independent of Mat 
ter, (i. e.) Immaterial, | | | 

To expoſe this Truth in a Greater Light, do we not ſome 
times mortifie the Inclinations of Fleſh, and hold in the Ten 
dency of Appetite ? How many tie up their Bodies to Chaſtit 
in ſpight of Solicitations? Suppreſs the Sallies of Intempe 
rance by Abſtinence, and of Drunkenneſs by Sobriety? Now , 
if the Soul depends on the Body it cannot baulk its Inclinatiſ P Pe 
ons: Can an Horſe reſtrain Appetite when he ſtands at a ful 
Manger, and faſt in the Preſence of Provender ? Alas, poo 
Creatures, their Souls and Bodies are made of the ſame Stuff 
* ſo theſe ha ve no Superiority, nor 3 over theſe 

n all their Flights and Purſuits they follow the Direction 

Senſe ; whatever glides ſmoothly upon the Organ, the 80 
embraces, and whatever grates upon it raiſes its Averſion. 

What Material Diſpoſition could force St. Lawrence rathe 
to broil on a Grid-Iron, than to apoſtatize from his Religion 
They all banded againſt his Reſolution ; Senſe perſwade, z, 
him to relent, and his Body ſunk under the Violence of Toy 77 
ments; yet his Great Soul was deaf to the Clamours of Senſe 
it ſacrific'd the Body to conſerve its Innocence. You may? any ( 
ſoon perſwade me that Ice can burn, and Fire freeze, as that 
Material Principle can thus act contrary to the Dil) ſitio 
of Matter; but St. Lawrence did, and Thouſands fides 
therefore there is in Man a Principle that determines it ſel 
and conſequently Independent of Matter, 


If the Soul be Material, all Pleaſure muſt be conveyed un! 
it by the Channel of ſome Senſe ; no agreeable Perception c 
gone at it, but by the Mediation of Corporeal Organs; 5 
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the Soul is capable of Delight, that has no Influence on Senſe, 
that refides wholly in the Underſtanding ; thus the Diſcovery 
of 2 Truth diſtracted Archimedes, and he demonſtrated himſeIf 
almoſt out of his Wits ; he was not able to bear the Impref- 
bon of Joy, but over- ſet with the affecting Charms of his 
caſual Diſcovery, he leap'd out of the Bath, and ran Naked 
through the Streets, without any Regard to Age or Decency. 
Now, what plunged this Mathemmtician's Soul into ſuch an 
Ocean of Delight? Nothing but a New-found Truth, ſo pro- 
per to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe could pretend any 
hare in it; it came not within the Reach of the Eye, or 
Smell, it was too Airy to be fingered, and, I believe, a Thou- 
and Demonſtrations, though never fo Hi h-ſeaſoned, would 
Ks a meager Regale to the Palate. Seeing therefore, a 
aterial Soul can receive-no/ * Senfatien,” but from 
an Impreſſion ftamp'd on ſome Senſe; and that ths Pleaſure 
of Archiniedes was not the Object of any Senſe, we mult con- 
dude it refided in the Soul, without Dependance on any Senſe, 
and by Conſequence that his Soul was Immaterial. 
| 4tbym. Theſe are a Pack of Hackney Arguments, and ſent 
5 all Expeditions; they are a kind of enſant perdas, expol- 
ed in every Rencounter; but after all, they ate more fit for 
f Appearance than Service. | 1 have not Time at preſent to diſ- 
cover their Weakneſs; in the mean time, ſuppoſing ahe Soul 
Immaterial, Why muſt it be Immortal? 14 1466 e 
Euſeb. The Arguments I propoſe are ordinary indeed, and 
lie in every Mans Way, bur they are not leſs concluding, be- 
cauſe obvious; all may underſtand them, but no Labertine 
can anſwer them; You ask me why, from Immatexiality, I 
nfer Immortality? Give me leave to put this Queſtion; is 
he Maſs of Matter, that makes up the World, Naturally 
Eternal? 1 * Ml re atis i BURG | 
6 SH dees An 0 LITE £65 
F' Z4/eb. Can l you prove it? % l. 
bo Atbym. Philoſophers if I am nat-miſtaken, prove it thus; 
wn God, as Authour of Nature, never withdraws his Hand from 
hat my Creature, but at the Exigence of ſome contrary Agent. 
0 Now, Matter has no contrary; all the Operative Qualities in 
des Nature reſide in Matter, and though they fall out among 
themſel ves it enters not into the Quarrel, bending to neither 
ide, it's a Friend to all. I ne, being the Common Subject 
of Contraries, it can be oppoſite to none, and there lies out of 
the Reach of Corruption. | 


1 3 Euſeb, 1 cane tb For Reaſon, but then it anſwers your Que- 
” bi 3 for if che Soul be Immaterial it muſt be Spiritual z there 
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is no Mean between theſe Two Extreams. It cannot be an 
Accident: For it's agreed on all hands that Man is a Subftan- 
tial Compound; therefore the moſt Noble Ingredient muſt be 
a Subſtance. Such is his Soul, without Doubt, for this enti- 
tles him to Reaſon, and ſeats him above the Herd.' The 
Soul therefore is a Spiritual Subſtance, (id ef) a Spirit: Now, 
no Material Agent can act upon a Spirit; becauſe it can have 
no Oppoſition to it; therefore, ſeeing nothing in Nature re. 
quires its Deſtruction, it Naturally requires to exiſt as well 
as Matter. | | | | | 
Indeed, as God gave it a Being, ſo he can at Pleaſure recil 
the Gift 3 but then he muſt act as Sovereign; not as Authour 
of Nature ; for in this Quality he never withdraws hiscon- 
ſerving Influence, bur at the Exigence of ſome contrary Agent; 
now, the Soul having no contrary, God, as the Authour of Na- 
ture, muſt conſerve it Eternally..,  - A. 'q 
_. Athym:» Your Arguments, though obvious, make (I confeſs) 
ſome Impreſſion, and though they do not convince, at leiſt 
they perſwade, but the Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts 
hangs cruelly in my Head; they are ſo like, that, : methinks, 
they ruſt be made of the ſame Ingredients : Their Species 
is prapagated-by Generation, 1 up by Degrees, and 
— Noo: ſnament and Increaſe from Meat and Drink , Il 


Uſage heats their Paſſions, Kindneſs cools em; they Hear, 


See, Smell and Taſte, and Regulate their Actions by the Sen- 
ſes; they lie open to Diſeaſes, and at laſt ſink under Age ot 


Ma dy's is not this an exact Picture of Man? Does he not: 
8 


make as Ignoble an Entrance into the World, and as Shame- 
ful an Exit, as the vileſt Inſe& ? He rolls in Ordure Nine 
Months, and then ſalutes the Light with Tears and Clamours; 
he begs a Livelihood of all Creatures, and courts the very 


Beaſt for Suſtenance and Cloathing ; Paſſions grow upon him 


with Years, Ape inſtills Vigour, and Malice ſets them on 
Fire; his Brutality vies with that of Bears; and. his Cruelty 
out-runs the Rage of Lions; he is furniſh'd\ with Senſes 28 
well as they, and gives himſelf over to their Direction: | 


Beaſts laoguiſh under Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the In 
le with Diſtempers, diſpute 


convenience? They Both ſtrug 
their Poſt, and then ſurrender to Death, and what remains but 
breathleſs Carcaſes. Alexander and Bucepbalus lie on the ſame 
Level, the Duſt of the Emperour has no Privilege 


of the Horſe. h therefore, Beaſts are Mortal, why mu 
we inveſt Man with 

tions — a Likeneſs of Principles; and when the 

are Equal, 


Effects 
it's againſt Reaſon to make the Cauſe 5 Une 
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Euſeb. In the Firſt Place, your Argument proves as ſtrongly 


an 

n- che Immortality of Beaſts Souls, as the Mortality of Man's. 

be Atbym. Nay, then FI] forſwear Diſputing. | > 
i Zeb. Would all Gentlemen take the ſame Reſolution, Re- 
he Mligion would be more regarded among us, and the Civil Go- 


jernment leſs divided; for whoſoever diſputes Articles of 


veMWFaith believes none; and it's a general Remark, that thoſe, 
e-Mwho Eternally enter upon Controverſie, give more Evidence 
ell Wof Infidelity than Wit: This is (if I am not miſtaken) your 


\rgurnent ; there is a moſt perfe& Reſemblance between 
Men and Beaſts 5 both as to the Neceſſity of Dying, and to 
all the apparent Sequels of Death; but Beaſts die entirely, 
therefore Men die entirely. | V4} 

Athym, It is. 


ſemblancs between Men and Beaſts, both as to the Neceſſity of Dying, 


ſe) nd to all the apparent Sequals of Death; but Men die not entirely, 
alt Wibrrefore Beaſts die not entirely. 8 8 | 

fel ebm. Under Favour, you obtrude a wretched Sophiſm 
ks, for a Staunch Reaſon ; my Argument ſtands upon an avowed: 


rinciple, whilſt yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion we contend for: 


Ill therefore there appear an exact Conformity, between them 
ar, and Men, in the Whole Series of their Life, and Sequel of 
em their Death, I may very Philoſophically infer, Mens Souls are 


orlortal, ſeeing we both agree thoſe of Beaſts are; but you 


notannot conclude the Immortality of Beaſts Souls from that of 
me-Wlen, for this lies under Debate; we are in queſt of this Pre- 
ine hogative, and cannot determine whether Man owes his Claim 


rs; Nature, or Flattery, or Viſion: The Conſequence there - 
eryſre drawn from one conteſted Antecedent is Illegal; it neither 


um:lps the Opponent, nor foils the Defendant. 


on] Euſeb. The Queſtion is not what I believe, but what you: | 


eltyMn reaſonably conclude preciſely from the Reſemblance be- 


s 28Fveen Men and Beaſts. I ſay, you can no more infer the Mor- 


; Ifility of Human Souls, than the Immortality of thoſe of 

In- eaſts. We ſee the one and the other die, but the Senſe is 
any News of the Soul, though you ſend them 

but n Diſcoveries : if you venture upon a Diſſection of their Bo» 


puts Muable to bring 


les, you may come at the Diſtemper that carried them off: 
that but you will meet with no Symptoms of Mortality er Immor- 
nultMility ; and therefore ſtanding to the bare Reſemblance, your 
err tgument has no Advantage over mine. en ONT 
fects But I acknowledge (ſay you) that the Souls of Beaſts are 
al, Mortal; but then remember, I believe thoſe of Men to be 


rc Immortal, 
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Euſeb, Let us now turn the Tables 3 There is a moſt perfect Re- 


It's agreed on both Sides, the Souls of Beaſts are Mortal; if 
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Immortal. If therefore you abandon the Reſemblance, ad 
caſt the. Cauſe upon my 1 rely upon it in one Caſe 
as well as in the other: If it is of no Weight for the Immo 
tality of Man's Soul, why ſhall it enter into the Proof of 
the Mortality of Beaſts ? SN. 
If the Reaſons, with which I eſtabliſh the Mortality of the 
Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe of Men, ya 
come up to the Point; in this Caſe my Reaſons might hely 
on your Argument, but not by Authority; but alas, Sir, the 
Reaſons for the one Side have no Relation to thoſe of thi 
other: Thoſe that maintain the Mortality of Beaſts are I 
reign to Man, and would remain in their full Strength ths 
he were not in Being. 221. I | 
To draw to an End, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are Mortal 
and that there is a great Reſemblance between them anc 
Men ; the Queſtion is, what can be Legally inferred fron 
this Similitude ? Lſay nothing, but that all that is Animal i 
Man dies; his Body dies, his Senfitive and Vegetative Lise 
end, and all thoſe Faculties that depend on Corporeal Organ 
ceaſe with the laſt Breath. This is a fair Inference, and al 
Chriſtians receive it; but then it ſtops at the Animal Part of 
Man without touching the Reaſonable, whoſe Being and than 
perations have no Dependance upon Matter. 11 Se 
But your Reaſon as ill as you believe, and your Logick, i of F. 
of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man (ſay you)] rehm Obje 
bles Beaſts in theſe Things that are Common to both, meevly as bey ar gans 
Animals ; therefore, be reſembles in thoſe Things that are proper i than 
bim as Man. Again, Beafts die according to the Senſitive Liſe, evhick ter, 
3s Eſſential to Animals, but Man veſembles Beaſts in that which is EH 4: 
ſential to Animals; therefore be dies as to the Rational Life; which i Con 
not Efſential to Animals, In fine, Man is Mortal as to bit Bodyith 
therefore be is Mortal as to bis Soul, If this be Reaſon; what i Sou 
Sophiſm ? To conclude from a Part of the While is à Soleciſm E, 
in Logick; and to attribute to a Thing abſolutely, that belong Con. 
to it meerly per accidens, is to defie Reaſon. 
In fine, If there be a Great Reſemblance between ſome (Nit {© 
perations of Men and thoſe of Beaſts, there is as wide 4 Dit: Grie 
rence between others; if therefore from a Conformity 0Wupoy 
Actions you infer a Similitude of Principles, pray ſuffer 0 vitt 
to conclude a Difference of Principles from the Difference oſſſ be f 
Actions. 1 i orf, 


I have already thrown before you ſome Human Operationq yer, 
that muſt proceed from a Principle wholly different from an chat 
"that is to be found in Beaſts ; and to go no further, What denn 
there in Beaſts that bears any Proportion to the Underiany = 
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Wins ? It enters into the very Eſſence, and rifles the moſt ab- 
ſtruſe Receſſes of Nature; it defines, divides and diſtingui ſh- 
es; its Motion outſtripsthe Winds, and its Rapidity diſtances 
ightnings; in a Word, it embraces the Poles together, and 
at one Intellectual Graſp clutches the Whole Extent of the 
Univerſe. Beſides, Man's Soul calls all the Material Facul- 
ties to Account, and minds the Senſes of their Miſtakes ; it 
impeaches the Fancy of Folly, and laughs at thoſe Mormoes 
it creates to fright us: If it be of the ſame Alloy with them, 
how came it by this Deſpotick Power? Who commiſſioned it 
o call them to the Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View all 
the Beaſts of the Field, and Birds of the Air, and you will not 
find one whoſe Soul pretends to any Superiority, to any Ju- 
iſdiction over their Bodies z they follow the Guidance of 
Senſe, and believe the Intelligence of Fancy; they correct no 
Errours, becauſe they perceive none. Survey not their paſt 
Ations, nor conſult updn the Future; for their Souls draw- 
ing their Origin from Matter, they derive all their Knowledge 
Wirom the Senſes; and thus in Nature being Equal, can exer- 
Wiſe no Act of Superiority ; for he, who corrects, muſt be more 

knowing than he, who is corrected, and he who commands, 
than he who is forc'd to obey. Seeing therefore the Soul of 
Man commands the Material Powers, unmaſks the Illuſions 
of Fancy, and the Falſe Reports of Senſe, that it judges of 
Objects not according to the Repreſentations of Corporeal Or- 
Y2ans, but of a Superiour Principle; it muſt be more Noble 
chan Senſe, Superiour to Imagination, Independant of Mat- 
ier, and conſequently Immaterial. ö 


Athym. Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of the 


1 


Controverſie, it's time to retire; Your Arguments look Fair 
„ rithout; at my Leiſure I will examine whether they are 
* Sound within. 


Euſeb. It's ſtrange, that Men, who build their 9 upon 
Conjectures, will yield to nothing but Evidence: Why ſo 
much Caution againſt Truth, and fo little againſt Errour ? Is 
Ai ſo much your Intereſt to be in the Wrong? And ſuch a 

W Grievance to be in the Right? Spend ſome cool Thoughts 
upon the Matter; Spem ac metum examina, confront your Hope 
Nich your Fear; examine what you ſhall gain if your Soul 
e oi de Mortal, what you will loſe if Immortal? If Immortal you 
orfeit All; if Mortal Nothing. If therefore the Queſtion 

TM were meerly Problemfatick, you ſhould ſtand for that Side 
that promiſes more and threatens leſs, & quoties incerta erunt 
mnia tibi fave, if Iam miſtaken, I ſhall never deplore my Er- 
tour, nor even perceive it; but alas, Sir, if you are in the 
6% Wrong, you will once diſcover yours, and always deplore it, 
et never retrieve your Misfortune. „5 
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The Arguments of Euſebius made ſome Impreſſion on the 
. Gentleman, and this Short Reflection more: but the diſmal 
End of that Arch-Atheiſt Theomachus finiſht his Converſion: 
So that I may ſay the Gentleman was rather ſcared. than ar- 

ued into a Senſe of his Duty. Euſebius received in the nick of 
Time, an exact Account of that Unfortunate Gentleman' 
Death from a Friend in Town ; and it's fo Remarkable in all 
its Circumſtances, that God ſeems to have permitted it for 
the Inſtruction of Poſterity, and to convince Libertines, that 
he not only puniſhes their Impieties in the next World, bit 
often in this. Euſebius read the Letter as follows. 


HonwovreD SIR, | 
ERMIT me to interrupt your Retirement with a Short. Account 
of a deplorable Accident: Your Antagoniſt Theomachus is n 
more; Divine Vengeance bas overtaken his Impieties, and made 
bis Puniſhment no leſs aſtoniſbing than bis Crimes; be left the World a 
Convert indeed, but not a Penitent : For though be diſowned Atheiſm, 
be retained the Sin, and delivered bimſelf into the Hands of God's Fu: 
ice, becauſe be deſpaired of bis Mercy : So that one would think he 
acknowledged a God meerly to provoke him; for by denying his Mercy 
to be Infinite, be forc'd him to exert his Fuſtice, and dared him to damm 
bim, in ſpite of all his Invitations to Repentance. | 
That Unfortunate Harlot, that ſometime before began his Ruin, at 
Yength compleated it; ſo true it is, that the Inſtruments of our Sins 
prove often thoſe of our Puniſbment, and that we find our Miſery in 
thoſe very Things in which we place our Supream Felicity: This Crea- 
ture, notwithſtanding, had nothing extraordinary to recommend her, 
but the Liberties of a Proſtitute, and the Freedom of her Profeſſion ; un- 
furniſb d of one good Quality, ſhe had gleaned up all the bad Ones of 
the Sex : In a Word, if ber Face was Fair, her Soul was Black, her Fore- 
bead of Braſs, and ber Heart of Steel: However ſhe ſubdued Theoma- 
chus, and maintained ber Conqueſt ; be ſurrendered at Diſcretion, and 
to purchaſe her Favour made over bis Heart, his Eſtate, Reputatim and 
in the End bis Soul alſo to this Town- Jilt; for ſhe was, no bett. 


A Friend took Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and ſuppoſed be 


might conjure down his Paſſion, by expoſing the Lewgneſs of bis Idol; 
But alas, Theomachus was not only enchanted cuith the Charms of 
ber Perſon, but (what is more incredible) awith thoſe of her Vertue © 50 
that for Thanks he returned Curſes, and ask'd Satisfafion for tbe Ad 
vice, inſtead of benefiting himſelf. RR 7 A 15 

; Nay, Sir, (ſaid the Friend) I ſpall ſoon make a Bankrupt, if 1 give 
good Counſel and pay for it too. 1 have diſcharged the Duty of. 4 Friend, 
if you take me for an Enemy aubo can bel it? My Intention is Friend: 
ly, and my Counſel aubolſome. Why do you miſconſtrue that, and turn 


this inte Poiſon? It's no Injury to tell à Friend be is injured, . , 


front 


9 > Ne. 
1 * | + 
. 
l * 1 * 
' | * 
* 
4 ” 


4 
= 1 
2 
7 
— 
” 
. 


at length returned, and 


I deſtre, we eaſily believe t 4 vebement Paſſion ſupplies the Place of 
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front to convince bim he is affronted ; Well, Sir, I abandon you to ber 


Mercy, and Lam ſure I cannot leave you in worſe Company, 

Theomachus acquainted his Miſtreſs with the Paſſage, and enve- 
med bis Friend's Diſcourſe with a mortiſying Comment; ſhe flew out 
into all the Extravagances of Paſſion at the Recital, and would have 
melted into Water, had not Revenge ſet all ber Humours on Fire. She 
would by all Means forſooth abandon her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated 
ber Honour, promulge his Cowardice, and curſe his Ingratitude, 

I am informed this was nothing but Artifice and Stratagem : She 
bad been too prodigal of her Favours, to be nice of ber Reputation, ſhe 
had long ſence diſcharged both Honour and Conſcience, and placed ber 
Glory in the very Centre of Infamy. She had plumed poor Theo- 
machus to feather her own Neft, and was now willing to remove 
him out of the way to make room for freſÞ Gallants ; ſo that ber Ene 
mies Death was the Pret:nce, and I heomachus 3s the rea! Deſign of 
ber Revenge. | | of 6. 

This poor Gentleman bad no mind to appeal to the Sword in Defence 
of bis Miſtreſs ; he knew her Cauſe was as bad as his Skill ; but how- 
ever, overcome by her Importunity, he ſent a Challenge, and required 
an Anſwer ; this done, raiſed more Pity than Anger in his Friend's 
Breaſt. Theomachus (ſaid he) has lived her Slave, be has now & 
mind to turn Knight-Errant, and die her Martyr : Tears may indeed 
awaſh out her Crimes; but all ths Blood in his Veins is unable to reſtore 
her Innocence. I have performed the Office of a Friend, he provokes me ' 
to add that of an Enemy ; he ſcorns my Counſel, and importunes me 
for a Stab ; but if ill Nature deſerves Reſentment, it ſhall not move me 
to Revenge. | | x 

However, Theomachus was on fire, and the Filt blazed it into 4 
Flame ; he met bis Friend and drew upon him with the Rage of an E- 
nemy, but Fortune declared againſt him. as well as Fuſtice; the Sword 
ipt through his Lungs, and be ſpeechleſs to the Ground He was car- 
ried home in a Trance, and every Body ſuppoſed be breatbed bis laſt ; 
tis Miſs, who had been Inſtrumental to his Misfortune, was all Sor- 
row without, all Foy within ; ſbe wept in earneſt, but mourned in 
jeft, and indeed ber Grief appeared too. extravagant to be real: "Reaſon 
heomachus with rowling Eyes, and deep 
Sighs cried out, Where am 1? Ob, I burn and freeze, Fire and Ice © 
poſt through every Vein; methinks, I feel all the Pains of the Damned. 
leave Time behind, and ſtand upon the Brink of Eternity. 25 

What, ſays a Gentleman, is then the Soul Immortal? Is there an Het 
to puniſh Crimes, and a Gad to inſtict the Puniſhment ? I thought the 
Lxiftence of a God was Viſion, and of a Future State, Fable and 

omance, | : be | 

Paſſion (replied Theomachus) concealed thoſe Truths, Death dif- 
covers the Heart may be an Atheiſt, but not Reaſon. What we ear- . 
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Demonſtration ; but now alas, the Proſpect of Death bas laid thoſe I 
pours, that interpoſed between Time and Eternity; the Curtain is drau 
| and I take a full Survey of that Boundleſs Ocean without Bottom, «yi 
LH out Shore. "3 
De Company over-joyed at this unexpected Converſion, called aj 
vine to bring him to a perfect Senſe of his Duty; he laid before him all 
the Motives, Charity and Learning were able to ſuggeſt, and pril 
them home <vith ſuch a moving Emphaſis, that all melted into Team 
beſides the Unfortunate Gentleman whom they moſt concerned. 
Sir, (ſaid the Divine) your Glaſs is run ; few Moments divide yu 
from Eternity : You ftand upon the laſt Confines of Time, and will eitin 
fall into the Torments of the Damned, or fly up into the Never-endng 
Pleaſures of the Bleſſed. Impenitence conveys you to Hell, an bearty le- 
pentance into Heaver 5; though your Sins are Great, God's Merc is 
Greater ; ask Pardon; be will not reſuſe it 5. a Contrite Soul diſarm; 
9 and turns his Severity into Mercy. | 
fick Man ſvewed more Symptoms of Rage than of Repentance d 
the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſullen than moved with the Exhorta- 
tion. 
At laſt, I remember the Time (cry d he wwith a doleſut Accent) when 
#hoſe Words would have deſolu d me into Tears, and ſplit my Heart with 
Sorro ; but now, alas, my Eyes are drier than a Flint, ani my EI 
Heart more obdurate than Marble: I ſee my Crimes, and tremble att wit 
the Proſpect, but cannot deteſt them. | | isl 
If you caſt one Eye (replied the Divine) on the Heinouſneſs of your nn ¶ ſee 
pray turn the other to the Greatneſs of God's Mercies ; if the one breeds iples 
Deſpondence, the other Hope and Confidence: One I have finned to as, 
dhe Lon p, freed David from the Guilt of Adultery and Murder: Tbeſbey 
good Thief mounted the Croſs a Criminal, and was taken down 4Rertai 
6 Saint ; yet one memento mei wrought bis Change, and raiſed hi 
from Hell to Heaven. Peter, the Favourite of Feſus Chrift baſely diſ-; 
owned his Maſter, and back d Apoſtacy with Oaths and Perjury ; yt 
5 no ſe did be deplore bis Sin, but Chriſt pronounced his Pardon, and: 
=_ received bim into his Favour, Fd i, i 
1 1 Theſe Inſtances, Good Sir, (ſaid Theomachus) come not un #0 my 
=_ Cafe ; they tranſgreſs'd their Duty through Frailty ; Humane Infirmily 


— 


1X bad a greater Shave in their Falls. than Malice and tbus they ſeem ra 

1 aber worthy of Compaſſion than Puniſhment : But I have not only ſcornes 
5 God's Laws, but flew in bis Face; I have defied his Perſon, and dents 
bis very Being: An Infinite Fuſtice muſt chaſtiſe ſuch a framing Iuſ 
tence ; nay, and will ; Sentence is pronounced, and nothing remaivgy 
zo compleat my Miſery but the Execution, 
Ai leaft (replied the Divine) ask Pardon ] To be Damned out of 4 
Fear of being Damned is extraordinary ; God has engaged bis Word, be 
will not refuſe bis Mercy to thoſe who ſincerely implore it: He invite. 


be ſolicits you to accept bis Offer, why will you oblige bis Gate Fa 
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bandon you to the diſmal Reſentments of bis Fury? Has Hell ſuch 
harms ? Are his Threats ſo-4nvits-iq, and his Promiſes ſo frigbiful? 
The Loſs of Heaven (anſwtyed i heomachus) bolts Darts of Sorrow 
nd Rage through every Attgfy 4 
etch my Limbs upon all i Racks, all the Tortures of the Damned; 
ethinks, I feel the dire Embraces of thoſe mercileſs Flames, and ſmell 
be Vapours of Firg and Brimſtone. Did I Repent, God I know would 
ceive me into his Mercy, but I cannot, I will not. Scarce had be 
niſh'd this deſperate Harangue, which moved the Standers-by to Hor- 
ur, Indignation and Compaſſion too; but muſtering up all his Forces, 
raiſed himſelf up, and cla ſping his Arms about his Miſtreſſes Neck, 
or thee (ſaid he) alone do 1 defire to live; in Defence of 
by Honour I die, thou haſt been my Sole Happineſs in this 
/ V8. ife, and I will have no other in the next. In this poſture expir- 
mm Theomachus, an anbappy Inſtance to bimſelf of God's Fudgment 
jon Atheiſts, but I hope it may prove fortunate to others. ; 


5 Honoured SIR, 
.. ++ Your moſt obedient Servant, 


m Eiſebius read the Letter with Tears, and the Company heard 
ait with Tranſports of Admiration ; all pitied the Gentleman's 


ſe Atheiſts and Libertines are leſs ſatisfied with their Prin- 
ples than they pretend; they will ſtand for them «/que ad 
as, to the Death-bed; but then when they ſtep into Eternit 
hey leave them behind. If there be a God in the other Worl 
ertainly there is One in this; and if our Souls are Immortal 
hen we die, they are Immortal whilſt we live. Theomachus 
vore the Soul into Matter, and hectoured God out of Being, 
Put could never reaſon them into Nothing; his Rhodomon- 


od has left his Puniſhment a ſad Memorandum to the Live 
vg ; I will profit by his Misfortune, and not inſtruct Poſteri- 

by my .. 2 
Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf ; the Letter caſt him 
rneSito a Melancholy Contemplation of Theomachus's Diſaſter, 
end God's fevere Juſtice _ the Wretched Gentleman, At 
InſeFngth (turning to the Company) Theomachus (faid he) is 
tes have taken wing, ard what remains but a Coffin for his 


ody, and a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone for his 


e followed his Example in this World, ſo has he met with 


K 


3 and the very Appre ben ſions of Hell 


hen N. N. 


ndoes ended in Trembling, and his Laughter in Deſpair. . 


oe, and his Death anſwers the Tenure of his Life; his Pleag. 


isfortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy. Well (ſaid Athymizs), 


Wl High (like the Rich Glutton) and drunk higher; and as NY 


TW Puniſhment in the other, and now cries loud for a Drop. —— 


they may glide upon the Organ for a Time, but cannot ſmooth 


Tears, or unrepented, in Never- ending Deſpair. We walk or 


0 give no Security, into what an Abyſs will Negligence plunge 
Take up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdneſs befar: 
bene grace, What within ſome Years you muſt in ſpite of Reli 
. * tance and Oppoſfitian : There is no Recipe againſt Death, u 
prizes us unprovided, we are undone for ever, for on this Mc 
meat e an Eternity: Its eaſie to prevent an Etern 
% to abate the Flames, or to extinguiſh them. 


Oh the deplorable State of a Damned Soul! To feel alway 
all the Evils, and all togetber that can be feared. What Death 
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of Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before for Champaigne to ob- 
lige Senſuality. Gentlemen Vanitas Vanitatum omnia Vs 
witas, all Temporal Enjoyments are Vain and Trivial, purchaf 
ed with 1 4 with Fear, and loſt with Regret, they 
diſguſt a Good Man, and are unable to ſatiate an III One; 


the Heart; they fawn upon the Senſes, but always give x 
Stab at parting. There is no Pleaſure here but in the Pract 
of Vertue ; this indeed is worthy the Purchaſe, and will pay 
Charges with Intereſſ; it raiſes — above Fear, and ben 


ot all the ange of Deſire; it turns a 
Sinner into a Saint, it gives him in Hand a Title to Heaven, 
and the Poſſeſſion in Remainder. + e 

Let us allow ſome fime to cool and ſober Thoughts, and not 
mike over our Whole Lives to Merriment, that muſt end in 


cumbers him of all the uneafie 


uneven Ground, and if we ſhut our Eyes, every Step leads 
to a Precipice, from which there is no Return : If Caution cat 


it abandons you; turn Neceſſity into Vertue, and refi 


Protection; its Stroak is ſure, and often unforeſeen; it : 
tacks not {o much by Violence as Stratagem ; and if it fut 


Miſery, but impoſſible (when once we are fallen into Hell 


r to 2 the leaſt Good that can be defired? Wha 
Life ! To ſuffer always! To deſpair always! And never t. 
hopes will be the Eternal Imployment of a Reprobate Ho 
little do Gentlemen believe this ſad Truth ! How little « 
they 8 it! And this is the Reaſon they fin withoul 
Fear, without Remorſe. 65 

Oz che Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames co 
ſume heir Infidelity, but not their Crimes ! Till Repentar 
profitable, and their Miſery becomes Eternal! 
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